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Seat of the Muses.
FOR THE TELEGRAPHE.

! LINES
On a2 Daatn of & Ladves

NBOUNDED goodnefs, thoughts by Virtus fram’d,
To guide her altions in 2 heavenly pace,
Diftinguith'd her, whom every friend had nsm’dy
The meft angelic of her fexes races

Berene throogh life, as in Her death refign’d j .
~ Her aftions fpoke a pure and ardent breat §
Faithful to God, 2friend to human kind,
Her friends rever'd and all her family blefts

\dmir'd and valoed in & diftant land,
Her gentle mannersall affe&ion won §
+ he untaught Indian own'd her foft'ring hand,
And Virtue godlike, mark'd her for her owae

Regret and praife the gen'ral voice beftowsy
And public forrows with domeftic blend' ¢

But deeper yet, muft be the grief of thofe, 2
Who while the good they honor'd, lov'd the frieads

Thy virtuous precepts; il in view I'll keep,

Which oft thou haf¥ inftili'd into my mind §
Thy patient fuff'rings; makes my foul to weep,

For in the midft of pain, fill thouw wert kinds

The God of heav’n did thy mind infpire,

Thy laft words breathing blefings all around,
When in my arme, I faw thy breath expire,

Thy virtues with immortal blifs was crown'ds

Farewell ! O thou moft tender beft of fouls,

How dear is thy rememb’rance, to my hesst;
3f ever 1 forget thy angelic fmiles,

May the propitious God forfzke my parte
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HEN the black letter’d 1ift to the gods wae prefented,
The lift of what fate for each mortal intends :
At the long ftring of ills, a kind angel relented, :
And flipp'd in three bleffingsewife, childreny and friends.

¥n vein angry Lacifer fwore he wss cheated,
For juftice divine could not compafe its ends
The feheme of man’s fall, he nzintain'd, was defested,
For earthrbecomes heav'n; with=-wife, children, and friends,

3f the fock of our blifaie in firanger hands vefted,
The fund ill fecur'd, oft’ in bankruptcy ende.
But the heart iffues bills which are never protefted,
When drawn on the firm of—wife, children, and friende.

Though valour ftill glows in in hie life’s waning embers,
The death-wounded tar, who his colours defends j

Drops a tear of regret, as he, dying; remembers, .
How blet was his home, with—wife, childreny and friends.

The foldier whofe deeds, live immortal in floryy
Whom duty to far diftant latitudes ferids 5
With tranfport would barter whole ages of glory,
For onc happy days—with wife, children, and friends,

Though fpice-breathing gales o’er his caravan hover,
And round him Arabia’s whole fragrance defcends,

The merchant fill thinks of the woodbines that covery
The bower where he fat with—=wife, children, and friends.

The day fpring of youth, ftill uncloaded by forrow,
Alone on itfelf for enjoyment depends ;
But drear is the twilight of age, if it borrow :
No warmth from the {miles of=wife, children, and fricndes

Let the breath of rénown ever frefhien and nourifh,
The laurel which o'er her dead fav'rite bends ;

©'er him wave the willow, which only caa flourithy
When dew'd with the teass of—wiic, children, and friends.

Let us drink ! for my fong growing graver and graver,
To fubjeds too folemn, infenfibly tends §

Let us drink ! pledge mye high! love and beauty will favour,
“The glafs which I fill to—=wife, children, and frieads

And if, in the hope this fair ifland to plunder,
The tyrant of France to invade ue pretends,

How his legions will fhrink, when our arm’d freemen thunder
Fhe war fong of—*¢ Britons; wife, children and fricnds."
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FROM BOILEAVY,
“Fhe diveft foe to man’s repofeam I3
“To thare my lot, ten thoufand lovers figh.
1 fealt on blood ; and draw my vital breath,
Lock'd in the arms ef him, whe fecks my deatho

4 SINOTLAR IRITANER OF SNOLIN FOATITUDR,

N the yesr 1709 when out forces were in Spain, Alicant &
place of great importance to our ally King Charles, was be-
fieged by an army of 13,000 mefi.  As this city and caftle had
been taken by the rémarkable valour of Britifh feamen ; fo the
fiege of it afterwards, when the Englifh defended it, was one of
the moft remarkable a&ions in this age: The following s a fuc-
cin@ account of the whole affair, from the time the place wasin-
vefted, to its furrender.

Alicant is z city and port; comntanded by a ftrong caftley
ftanding on x rock, t a fmall diffanice from the fea, and about
68 miles from the capital cify of Valencia. There was in ita
good garrifon, under the comiriand of Major General Richards
which made an obffinaté defence againft a very nmumerous army
of the enemy, with 2 very large train of beavy artillery, and ex-
cellently fapplied withi smmunition. At laft, the city being ab-
folutely untenable; the garrifon refolved to retire into the caftle,
which had hitlierto been efteemed impregnable. They funk three
cifterne in thé folid rock, and then with incredible laboury filled
them with water. - The troops that retired into' it, were Sir
Charles Hotham's regiment, and that of Colonel Sibourg, gene-
rally called the French regiment, becaule it way compofed of re-
fugees. After fonve progrefs made in this fecond fiege, the French
faw it was impoflible to'de any great matter i the ufual way, and
therefore, contrary to aff expeQation, refolved upon a werk, ex-
ceflively labo¥ious, and in sil outward appearance, impracticatie ;
which was thit of mining through the folid rock, in order to
blow wp the caftle and ite garrifon into the air together. At firft
Major-General Richarde, and all the officers in the place, looked
upon the enemy’s fcheme 3o ® thing impoffible to be accomplifi-
ed, and were fecretly well pleafed with their undertaking, in hopee
it would give time for our fleet to come to their relief ; yet, this
did not hinder them from deing all that lay in their power, te in-
commode the workmen, and at laft; to countermine them.

The befiegers, lowever, wrenght fo inceflantly, and brought
fuch sumbers of peafants to affift them in their [abours, that they
having, in about twelve weeks time, fnithed the worlks for this
fervice, and charged them with 1§00 barrels of sowder and other
materials of deftrufion, fummoned the caftle te furrender,
March 2d, moft folemnly affuring a fafe and honourable convoy
to Barcelons, with bag and baggage for every perfon in ity if they
fubmitted within three days, and prevented the ruin of the caftle;
but threatened otherwife, no mercy thowld be thewn, if any might
accidentally efcape the blow. To demonftrate the reality of their
defign, they defired the garrifon might depute three or more en-
gineers, with other gentlemen of competent killy to view their
works, and make a faithful report of what they faw. Accor-
dingly, two field-officers went to the mine, and were allowed the
liberty of making what fcrutiny they pleafed ¢+ Upon whichy they
told the governors, that if their judgment failed them not, the

explofion would carry up the whole caftle to the uttermoft batte-
ry; unlefs it took vent n their own countermine, uc veinj butat

leaft, they sonceived it would carry away the fea battery, the
lodging rooms in the caftle clofe, fome of the chambers cut for
foldiers barracks, and they very much feared, might affe? the
great ciftern.

A grand eouncil of war was called wpon thie; the French
meflage delivered, and the engineers made their report ; the be-
fieged acknowledged their want of water ; but believing the fleet
might be fenfible of their diftrefs, and confequently uader fome
concern for their relief, their unanimous refolation was, to com-
mit themfelves to the providence of God, and whatever fate at-
tended them, to ftand the fpringing of the mine. The French
general, and Spanifh officers, expreffed the utmoft consern at this
anfwer, and the fecond night of the three allowed, feat to divert
them from what they called, and it ie very likely thought, inex-
cufable obflinacy, offering the fame honourable articles s before,
ever upon that late compliance ; but thefe fill were rejedted by
the befieged. The fatal third night approaching, and no fleet
feen, the French fent their laft fummons, and withal, an affu-
rance, that their mine was primed, and fhould be fprung by fix
o'clock the next morning ; and though, as they faw, all hope and
profpeé of relief was vainy yet there was room for fafety ftill, and
the terme already propofeds was in their power to ascepte The
befieged perfified in their adherence to the refult of their firft
councily and the French met their ufual anfwer again, there-
fore, as a prologue to their intended tragedy, they ordered all the
inhabitants of that quartery to withdraw from their houfes before
five o'clock the enfuing morning. The befieged, in the mean
time, kept a general guard, devoting themfelves to their medita-
tions« The Major-General; Colonef 3ibourgh, and Lieutenant
Colonel Thornicrofty of Sir Charles Hotham’s regiment, fat to-
gether in the governor's ufual lodging room ; other officers can-
toned themfelves as their tempers inclined them, to pafs the me-
lancholy night.

At length day appesring, the Governor was informed that
the inhabitants were flying in crouds to the weftermoft part of the
town, the Governor; attended by thie above-mentioned gentlemen,
and about five or fix other officers, went to the weft battery, to
inform himfelf better. After he had remained there about a
quarter of an hour, Lieutenant Colonel Thornicroft defired him
to remove, a8 being unable to do any fervice there ; he and Co-
lonel Sibourg anfwered that no danger was to be apprehended
there; more than in any other place ; that there they would wait
the event. The Lieutenans-Colonel remained, becaufe his fupe-
riors did, and other officere imitated the fame example ; but the
hour of five being now confiderably paft, the corporal’s guard cri-
ed out, that the train was fired, obferving fome fmoke from the
lighted matches; and other combuftible matter near it, from
whence the fame afcended to the centinels above. The Gover-
nor and field officers were then urged to retreat, but refufed.

The mine at l1aff blew up; the rock opened and fhut; the
whole mountain felt the convulfion ; the governor and field offi-
cers, with their contpany, ten guns, and two mostars, were buri-
ed in the abyfs; the wall of the caftle thook, part of the great
ciftern fell, another ciftern almoft clofed; and the rock fhut a
man to his neck in its cliff, who lived many hours in that afflic-
ting pofture. About thirty-fix centincls and womea were fwal-

fowed in diferent quartens, whofe dying groans were heard, fome
of them after the fourth mowrnful day. Many houfes of the
town were overwhelmed in their ruins, and the caftle fuffered
much ; but that it wears any form at all, was owing to the' vent
which the explofion forced through the veins of the rocks, and
the counter mine. After the lofs of the chief officers, the gova
ernment fell of courfe to Lieutenant €olonel D'Albion, of Si.
bourg’s regiment, who drew out 2 detachment from the whole
garrifon, and with it made a defperate fally, to thew how little he
was moved at their thunders The bombs from the caftle played
on the town more violently, and the fhiot galled every corner of
their ftreets ; which marks of their refentment they continued
¢ill the arrival of our fleet which they had expe&ed fo long.

The Spanith and Frensh hiftorians fpeak of this a&ion
with all imaginable regard fo the gallant defence mvade by the be.
fieged: The Spanifh srmy was then comaranded by the Cheva.
lier D' Asfeldt, who was in the French fervice, and looked upon
as the very beft officer they ever fent to King Philip. He was
an excellent engineer, faw at once what to be done, and having
formed his plan, purfued it ffeadily, and accomplithed it general-
Iy. Under him comumanded Don Pedro Ronquillo; 2 Spanifh ges
neral of diftinguiflied merit. IV Asfeldt was very frict and au.
ftere ; the Spaniards, even of his own party, thought him cruel 5
yet, upon: this occafion, hie not only fhewed himfelf gensrous, but
humane. He ufed every argument poffible to- perfuade Major-
General Richards to fpare himfelf and his brave garrifon, and de
plored theic lofs with tendernefe and affe€tion. The Spaniards
magnified their heroic condud, and called the ruined caftic, the
mooument of Englify courage.

MISCERLANEQUS PARAGRAPHS,

When the Ladies, at this genial fealon, permit
the welt wind to kife their boloms, and kindly lay
afide their muflin to fearching eyes, as well as fun.
beams, a wag hints to the Fair, ¢ That it is not on-
ly perilous to onme fex, but unjuft towards the o-
ther, to overheat the gentlemen, in sooling them«
felves,”

When Fokn, duke of Anjou, advanced towards
Naples, with a large army to invade that city, he
placed upon his colours thefe words of the Evange.
lift, ¢“ A man was (cot, whofe namé was Fohn
Alphonfo of Arragon, who defended the aity, an.
{wered him by a fimilar device—Fe came; and they
received him not,”

When naked bofoms end protuberant waiffs were
in fathion, sn Englifth clergyman arehly obferved,
that he ceuld not but confider the fex to be in the
condition of other bodies, whofe equilibriam of ¢e
leftrical fire being deftroyed, are ready for explo-
fion, ss {oen as they coms into conta@ with a pro.
per condulor; Thus their bofoms are charged
with negative, snd their waifts with pofitive elec.
trieity ; a ftate as dangerous as can well be imagined,
to the tranquillity of their minds and fafety of their
perions,

A facetions writer obferves, that if a man pub.
lifhes s beok in this oftentatious age, he muft call
in the painter as well as the printer, A beok is
nothing without a portrait of the author, with a
globe by his fide, two mufes for fecretaries, and a

-

third flying off with proof-fheets to Parnaffus, A |

{plendid publication is hourly expeted on the fcie
ence of Boxing, with a likenefs of Johnfon, a
filouette of Mendoza, and aminiature of Bic Bxw,

Once on the feftival of St. Stephen, s monk wae

to deliver a panegyric on the faint, and it being late |

before he began, the priefts, who feared that tha
preacher might detain them too long, begged him
to abridge his difcourfe, The monk mounted the
pulpit, and addrefled his suditors, ¢ Brothers, it is
one year to day, fince I delivered before you s pr-
negyric on the {aint, whofe feflival we celebrate,
As 1 have not heard that he has performed any thing
new since, 1 have nothing to add to the encomiums
which I then paffed upon him."

An impertinent babler, fecing an suthor of celes
brity often walk alone, faid to him, one day, ¢ Sir,
how can you bear this folitude ?”’—I had only be.

gun to be alone, faid the author when you accofted
me.”’
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