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future incapacity and poverty of thofe fettlements, 
But the cale was different, The wide extent of 
unmeafured forefts, and the inexhauftible fertility 
of feas that may be almoft {aid to live, from the 
{warms which they produce, are lurely not to be ef: 
timated by the export of a few feet of timber, or a 
a few barrels of fith ; and, therefore, the firlt quel. 
tion propofed in the difcuflion of Mr, Edwards,— 
¢ how much of the annual conlumption of the 
Weft India Iflands had Canada, &c. fupplied,”’— 
might have been artful in the defign, but was moft 
abfurd in the calculations which it invited, and 
the inferences to which it led, \ 
The inferences were not merely ablurd. They. 

were in utter hoftility to exiting faét. At the ve. 
ry period when Canada, as was intimated, was able 
to fupply but twenty-four bushels of corn, that is, 
in the years 1772, 1773, 1774, it was largely con- 
tributing to the food of ‘Europe; and it was admit- 
ted by perfons little likely to exaggerate on the oc- 
cafion, that; in confequence of the demand from 
the fouthern parts of Europe, a large exportation of 
corn had been made from Quebec, and, even in 
one of the years mentioned, to the amount of—not 
24 bufhels, but—400,000.” 

Such a fa& could f{carcely have eluded Mr. Ed 
wards’ refearch ; yet 1 obferve that the {ame mode 
of argument, by which that gentleman would prove 
the poverty and barrennefs of the Britufh eftablith 
ments in North America, has been again adoptea i: 
a fublequent page. But he is not here more for u 
nate in his obfervation, That very page, which 
has been adverted to, evidently proves that, in one 
inftance, at leaft, the capacity of fupply had been 
defignedly or ignorantly miftaied ; and that New- 
foundland, inftead of being capable of furnifhing 
for the Weft Indian market but a little more than 
12,000 quintals of fifh, in three years, was able, as 
foon as it began to enjoy -a dire&t demand from the 
Welt Indies, to furnifh, in the fame number of 
ears, 241, uintals ! 

Of the Be bess: ftated by Mr. Ed. 

wards (and indeed of all the leading circumitances 
included in the whole queftion of fupply) it is well 

known that they had undergone a rigid but candid 
fcrutiny, before his hiftory was publithed, In 
1783 a bill was introduced into Parliament by Mr, 

Pitt, by which an a@ual furrender would have been 

made to America of the leading principles of the 

Navigation and Colonial Syflem of Great Britain, 

Difcuflion being thus excited, men were taught to 

confider the queftion in its true lights The bill was 
therefore oppoled, as it deferved to be, and accor- 

dingly dropt ; but, in order to afford a full oppor- 

tunity for an ample and difpaflionate confideration 

of a {ubje& of {uch magniiude, the whole queition 
of the {upply of the Britith Welt India market, 

was referred to a Committe of the Privy Council 

for Trade. The moft intelligent merchants, whe- 

ther favourable or ctherwife to the American and 

Weft Indian claims, were, confequently, exami- 

ned, cultom.houle details were produced and invel- 

tigated, comparative falls were ftated and weighed, 

and a mals of evidence was colleted, greater and 

more decifive, perhaps, than could have been pro- 

cured on any other political and commercial {ub- 

je&t. 
: A paper in the firft inftance was laid before the 

Committee, which was ftated to be—*The repre- 

{entation of the Weft lndia plantersand merchants, 

purporting to fhew the diftreffed itate of his Ma- 

jefty’s fugar colonies, by the operation of His 

Majefty’s order in council of the 2d July, 1783, 
and the neceflity of allowing a free intercourle be- 

tween the fugar colonies and the United States of 

Ameriea, in American bottoms.” 

In this reprefentation, which was (uftained by all 

the evidence which the Weft India merchants and 

lanters had to produce, and which contained four 

diftiné&t allegations, it was affirmed ; : 

1ft. ¢ That his MajeRy’s {ugar colonies are in 

fo great diftrefs at” prefent, for want of a free ine 

 tetcourfe between them and the United States of 

America, in American ships, that not a moment 

should be loft in granting further relief.” 

«+n fupport of this pofition, evidence was produ- 

ced; and it was maintained, on the authority of 
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various documents, that, in confequence of the re- 
{trictions on the trade of the {ugar iflands, the pri- 
ces of provifions, recently imported, had rifen nearly 
50 per cent, 3==that the provifions then at marker 
would not anfwer the confumption of the iflinds 
for more than twe months ;—that lumber had ad- 
vanced in Barbadoes from 7 to 25 per cent, and had 
fallen only in consequence of an incidental supply 
from the French Weft India Isiands ;—~and that in Ja- 
maicz, the {everal articles of lupply were ftill at a war 

price, owing to the uncertatoty of procuring them. 
In oppolition to thefe falls and obfervations, 

there was evidence laid before the Committee to 
the following effe&t. That whatever diftrefs might 
have enfued upon the publication of his Majelty’s 
aforefaid order in council, was tated to have been 
principally owing to the planters not having ex- 
pefted that any reftn&@ions, in this re(pe®, would 
take place, and having omitted, therefore, to make 
piovifion of thole feveral articles by other means, 

That the diftrefs which had beea ftated, as exift« 
ing at the date of the reprefentation, was imaginary, 
there having been entered in the three months prece- 
ding that date, in the port of Kington alone, 73 
Boitudh built veflels, containing 18,000 barrels of 
flour, which were equal to the coniumption of the 
{lind, not for twe months, as afferted, but for nine 
non hs, together with 559 o50 ftaves and heads, 
796,253 feet of boards, icantling, &c. 1,450,790 
‘mingles, and 632 packed or shaken hogtheads, 

That not only had the price of provifions and 
lumber fallen to the usual rate, at which they had 
been fold before-the American difturbances, but that 
every [pecies of goods in Jamaica, inftead of being 
at a war price, were in the utmoft plenty, and it 
was even feared there, as well as at Barbadoes, that 
flour would become, from the quantity in hand, a 
losing article, 

And that, in relpe& to the apprehenfions of the 
affembly of Antigua, of the milchiefs and calamities 
which it had been fuppoled would follow from the 
reftritions of his Majefty’s order in council, they 
allo have been thought to be imaginary, for that in 
the tpace of little more than one month after the pub- 
lication of 1he faid order in council, 21 British built 
vefleis had entered there, with {undry articles of 
American produce, containing among other things, 
1,679 barrels of flour, 606 barrels and 174 kegs of 
bifcuit, 580 bushels of corn, 256,000 feet of lum- 
ber, 34,650 ftaves and heading, 1,923,000 shingles, 
and 484 cedar pofts, befides other imaller articles, 

- [To be Continued, } 

Although we have perfonally felt for the dignity 
of our Government, fo grofsly inlulted by the pe- 
tulant and impotent Proclamation of the French:fi- 
ed Prefident, and more Frenchified Secretary, of 
the United States, yet we feel ourlelves called up- 
on, on behalf of nine. tenths of the refpe&able citi. 
zens compofing the American Republic, to requeft 
our Countrymen to preferve 2 manly, temperate,’ 
and dignified view of the fituation of that Go- 
vernment, which has been compelled by the ve- 
nality of {ome of their Merchants, and by the ope- 
ration of French Gold among their Leaders, to af- 
fume a tone and colour of proceedings, intemperate 
and indecent, if their means of a naval War had ex- 
ifted—and defpicably contempuble, if it be true 
that that Government is, at the very fame moment, 
under the direttion of the fame Prefident, and Se- 
cretary, paying Tribute to France!!! 

JUNE 22. 
We are relieved from much folici- 

tude on the fubject of the pending dif- 
ferences with America, by an affurance 
from very refpectable authority, that 
our Minifters, while they are inclined 
to do ample juftice to the legitimate 
claims of the United States, are deter- 
mined not to concede a tittle of our 
rights to thebraggard clamours of their 

Government. Should the Bill for the 
‘Non-importation of Britith Manufac- 

tures be perfifted in, it will be encoun- 
tered on our part by meafures of equal 
hothility. 
(which can be denied only for the pur- 
pofe of giving facility to the commerce 
of the enemy) be refifted, it 1s to be 
enforced ; the forces in our Northern 
Provinces are to be ftrengthened, al- 
though we incline to think they are at 
prefent fully competent to their de- 
fence, and arrangements are making 
with a view to obviate as far as poffi- 
ble any inconvenience which might o- 
therwife refult to our Iflands from the 
fufpenfion of their accuftomed fupplies 

from America. 
The Atlas. of 74 guns, Commodore 

to the Jamaica Fleet, on Thurfday ar- 
rived at Plymouth, without any part 
of her convoy, having parted from it 
foon after failing. 

JUNE 24. 
The Hamburgh Mail due on Wed- 

nefday arrived this morning. No of- 
ficial declaration has yet been made of 
the adjuftment of the difference, be- 
tween Auftriaand France. The French 
troops preferve their refpective pofi- 
tions, and Branau is yet in their hands. 
M. D’Oubril does not appear to have 

{fet out for Parts, nor do the Vienna ar< 
ticles fay a word upon the fubjett. 
The Court of Vienna is about to fend 
an Ambaffador to the new King of 
Naples. Count Kaunitz, however, is 
to remain at Palermo, as Ambafiador 
from the Auftrian Government to the 
legitimate King of Naples. 
A Letter 1s 1s in circulation at Vi- 

enna purporting to be from Bonaparte 
to the King of Bavaria, requiring him, 

on account of incapacity, to abdicate 
the Throne in favour of his fon. It 
were abfurd to believe the letter to be 
genuine. The incapacity of the King 
of Bavaria would rather be deemed a 
favorable circumftance than otherwife, 

The funds declined confiderably yef- 
terday, towards the clofe of the Mar- 
ket.—Omnium fell 1 1-2 per cent.— 
The fall was attributed to a rumour 
that letters had been received viz Hol- 
land, “ ftating, that the Emperor of 
Ruflia had made a feparate Peace with 
France.” —Another report was, ¢ that 
a negociation for that purpofe was on- 
ly on foot. 
We do not attach credit to thefe ru- 

mours—any negociation that would 
be entered upon between Ruffia and 
France, would probably be conducted 

Should the right of fearch’ 
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