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PROGRESS, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2. 

‘THE WORLD OF BOOKS. 

The Story of an African Farm, 

The masculine pseudonym of *‘Ralph 

Iron” is a disguise under which Miss Olive 

Schreiner has sought to conceal her iden- 

tity. It is not surprising that an identity 

so vigorous and brilliant was speedily 

dragged out of covert. The Story of an 

African Farm* is no thrilling romance of 

adventure. There is no mark of an assagai 

from cover to cover; and its pages reveal 

no trace of elephant or lion, save for a 

carved lion's head in an old Dutch bed- 

room. The book is filled, nevertheless, 

with tremendous movement, with spiritual 

terror and anguish, conflict, victory and 

defeat, beside which the struggles of Zulus 

and the trumpetings of mad elephants show 

with a certain pallor and remoteness. I 

say this with all due respect and admira- 

tion for the enthralling tales which Mr. 

Haggard has given us—tales which, I 

think, should be forever acceptable to the 

palate of the healthy man or boy. But in 

such a story as Miss Schreiner’s there are 

mightier issues at stake; the suspense be- 

comes more breathless. This book has 

won a marked degree of popularity, but it 

has been quite overshadowed by the fame 

of Robert Elsmere, a novel which—with all 

its excellent literary quality, all its sympa- 

thetic voicing of the questionings of the 

day—seems amateurish in its philosophy 

and almost artificial in its attitude, beside 

the strenuous sincerity of Miss Schreiner’s 

pages. In her depiction of the strange, 

barren life of a Boer household, this writer 

reveals life at the core. She probes inex- 

orably to the roots of human desires and 

human motives. In her pages a remorse- 

less logic, an inescapable keenness of 

vision, are combined with passionate hu- 

manity, tenderness, pathos and a certain 

religious exaltation. The landscape, the 

atmosphere, the accidents or material phe- 

nomena of this human tragedy are all 

unfamiliar to us, and strangely provocative. 

They are rendered with few and broad 

strokes, but with an intensity which makes 

them well nigh ineffaceable. 

Crnarrces G. D. Ropers. 

The publication of Mr. Carman’s Trilogy 

in commemoration of Matthew Arnold has 

been delayed till April, to allow of the 

| Mr. Howells’ new novel, which will ap- 

pear in Harper's Weekly in. March, is to 

have the advantage of illustration. This is 

the first time Mr. Howells has been illus- 

trated. 
Dr. Birbeck Hill, the editor of one of 

the best editions of Boswell's Johnson, is 

making arrangements to bring out com- 

plete collections of the letters of both 
Boswell and Johnson, and a call is made 
on collectors of autographs or other per- 

sons owning unpublished letters, to send to 

Dr. Hill exact copies. ; 
The new Century Dictionary is to be 

issued in sections containing about 6,500 
words each. It is intended to furnish a 

complete equipment for literature, science, 
and the arts. Quotations are made from 

the works of about 2,000 authors. It is 

said that the new edition of the Enecyclo- 

padia Britannica has alone furmshed 

10,000 new words. There are about 6,000 

cuts, and as many as possible of these were 
made from the articles to be illustrated. 
Prof. William D. Whitney is editor-in- 

chief, and each department is under the 
charge of an expert. The printers have 

now been at work two years. 

Mr. George William Curtis is editing 
Motley's Letters, which the Harper Brothers 
are to publish in two volumes, and which 

promise to be a literary event. The letters 
are for the most part to his family and 

| written from abroad, although an interesting 
part will be the correspondence of young 
Motley. His views of Bismarck, with 
whom he was on especial terms of intimacy, 

but of whom he seems able to have formed 

an unprejudiced estimate, are described as 
having a timely importance. Mr. Curtis 
has prepared a paper on the letters which 

will appear in the body of the magazine 

next month. 
Mr. J. A. Symonds in his Comparison of 

Elizabethan and Victorian Poetry, quotes 

Jenny Lind as saying apropos of Shelley's 

poetry that it would not sing. Its verbal 

plicated thoughts, changeful images are 

packed full of consonants ; and, moreover 

the tone of emotion alters so rapidly that 

no melodic phraise is brief enough. She 

contrasted it with the largo of Milton and 

the simplicity of Heine, so well adapted to 

musical phrases. “I can sing Dryden,” 

she said, “but not Shelley, Wordsworth or 
appearance of Part I, entitled ‘Death in 

April,” in the pages of the Atlantic Monthly. | 

This section of the poem contains between 

two and three hundred lines, and never 

before has a Canadian poet been given such 

exclusive of prominence in that most 

magazines. 

It is announced that Mr. Blackett Robin- 

son, the well known Toronto publisher who, 

as proprietor of The Week, has done so 

much for Canadian Letters, will publish 

next month a volume of poems by Mr. I. 

K. Cockin. Mr. Cockin is editor of 

Toronto Saturday Night. 

of a popular character, easy in diction, full 

of swing and spirit, and concerned almost 

His poems are 

exclusively with human emotion and 

incident. From a knowledge of Mr. | 

Cockin’s work in the periodicals we are 

able to predict that his volume will appeal 
to a wide circle. Many of the poems are 

Keats. Tennyson, but not much. He 
chooses solid, sharp words, and puts them 

all together ; music cannot compass them.” 

Boston will soon enjoy an authors’ read- 

ing. At least, at the meeting of the Inter- 

national Copyright association, Wednesday 

week, a committee was appointed to ar- | 

range for such a reading to be given for 

the benefit of the association. The 

mittee is: W. W. Goodwin, chairman: 

Alexander I’. Browne, secretary; Thomas 

' B. Aldrich, A. S. Hardy, Robert Grant, 

T. W. Higginson, Miss Sara Orne Jewett, 

Edwin L. Bynner, Mrs. James T. Fields, 

J. Boyle O'Reilly, Arthur Gilman, H. E. 

Scudder, Miss Lucretia [P. Hale, F. J. 

Stimson and Miss Susan Hale. 

com- 

MUSIC, AT HOME AND ABROAD. 

Few of the general public have a good 
idea of the large amount of time and sacri- 

peculiarly adapted for public recitation. | fice of other engagements the average ama- 

The Trinity University Review, of Tor- 

onto, is making rapid growth in literary | 

excellence and in breadth of interest. This 

is doubtless to no small extent due to the 

management of Mr. Carter Troop, of this 
city, whose promise we mark with great 

pleasure. 

The Dominion Illustrated asks whether 

Mr. Craven Langstroth Betts, the trans- 

lator of Beranger, is a New Brunswick man 

or not. Mr. Betts, though living in Brook- 

Wn, still prides himself on being ‘a St. 

John boy.” While speaking ot the Do- 

minion Illustrated it may not be out of 
place to reiterate that this periodical is one 

which has a most just claim on the support 

of all true Canadians. Never before have 

Canadians possessed a purely literary illus- 
trated magazine that could be called in all 
respects first-class. At last this reproach 
is effectually removed, and Canadians 
should evince practically their apprecia- 

tion of this fact. 

Notes and Announcements. 

A German paper has this witticism. It 

is an enthusiastic professor who is speaking 

to his students: ‘Yes, gentlemen, yes, 

that was a great time. Herder had written 

his Walder ; Lessing was in full activity ; 
(zoethe had begun is brilliant career, and 

Schiller was about to be born.” 

There are three fellowships vacant in the 
English literature section of the Royal So- 
ciety, and to fill these vacancies Messrs. 
Horatio Hale, of Clinton, Ont. ; Geo. Pat- 

terson, of New Glasgow, N.S., and Charles 

Mair, of Prince Albert, have been nomin- 

ated, and will, without doubt, be elected. 

Letters on Literature is the title of An- 
drew Lang’s new volume, which is to be 
published by Longmans, Green & Co. The 
book is made up chiefly of papers con- 
tributed to the Independent. 
Mr. Charles Dudley Warner's Canadian 

paper, which is to appear in the Harper of 
March, prefaced by a portrait of | Sir John 
Macdonald, is a complete review of the 
social, political and industrial condition of 
the dominion. It fills 30 pages of the ma- 
gazine, space enough to make of itself a 
suggestive and piquant little book. 

WThe Story of an African Farm. 2 By Ralph Iron. 
Boston: Roberts Bros. 

teur devotes in pursuit of music. Iam not 

now speaking of the soloists, but rather of 

the chorus—the one, of many, who goes to 

make up the necessary complement for the 

proper production of any musical work. 

Take, for instance, the male singers of this 

city who are members of the Oratorio 

In nearly every case they are 

also members of a church choir. To begin 

with, this necessitates the keeping of two 
evenings of the week for rehearsal, one for 

Just now, 

society. 

church and one tor oratorio. 

too, there are the Amateur Minstrels ac- 

| tively rehearsing two and sometimes three 

times a week, which company is largely 
composed of members of the Oratorio 

society. There are as well the recitals in 

the Mission church, which engages another 

evening at least for performance, and also 
some odd time for rehearsal, not to say 

anything about small church concerts, 
which entail a certain amount of prepara- 
tion. I heard a friend remark, the other 

night, that his wife was bewailing that she 
had a musical man for a husband, and he 

added that he thought she had some cause 

for complaint, as he had only been at home 

two nights that week, and the next week 

he had rehearsals as follows: Monday, 

oratorio ; Tuesday, minstrels ; Wednesday, 
rehearsal for recital ; Thursday, minstrels ; 

Friday, recital, and Saturday, minstrels! 

Of course, this is rather an exceptionally 
busy time, but the public should lay care- 
fully to heart the fact that these amateurs 
expend a large amount of time, trouble 

and patience in giving recreation and 
amusement to this city, and should liberally 

support entertainments which have the 
object of giving high class music in the best 
manner possible, and especially all that are 

in any way connected with the Oratorio 
society. 

* x 
a 

Is it in good taste for the chorus and 
soloists to follow with their scores every 

note sung by a soloist? In my humble 
opinion it is not. Of course with the pro- 
fessional singer, accustomed to a great 
many trials of nerves it wouldn't matter a jot, 
but with the amateur, perhaps singing his, 

or her, maiden essay (of oratorio, for in- 
stance) it is not comforting to know that 40 
or 50 singers are watching every note 
written, and how many rests were taken, 

melody was too self-satisfying; its com- | 

| 

| 
| 

whether too short or too long, etc., ete. 

I don’t think any one would go to hear one 
of Shakspeare’s plays with a text book and 
watch every line on the book during the 

actor's most telling speeches, and so I 

think it would be better if the scores were 

closed during the solos and recitatives and 

I guarantee more enjoyment to the listener 
than if the book were open. Of course if 
one is going to a performance for the 

purpose of criticising, then to a great extent 
a score is necessary, but otherwise closed 

books are certainly in the best taste. 
Te 

Messrs. Hill & Son, of London, Eng., 
are now constructing for the Town Hall, 
Sydney, N.S. W., what will be the largest 
organ yet built. It will contain 140 regis- 
ters, 126 of which will be speaking stops, 

distributed among five manual and one 

pedal claviers. Beneath the respective man- 
uals there will be 33 pneumatic combination 

pistons, ten combination pedals to great 

and pedal organs and four other mechanical 
pedals. The compass of this gigantic in- 

strument is : Manual compass C C to ¢, 61 

notes ; pedal compass C C C to F, 30 

notes. The unique feature of a 64 feet 

reed is an element of novelty, and can only 
be regarded as a curious experiment. The 
largest organ in the world hitherto is that 
at Riga, containing 124 speaking stops. 

pS 

In the London correspondence of the 

Boston Musical Herald, the writer draws 

attention to the two musical high churches 
at the West end, viz., All Saints, Margaret 

street, and St. Andrew's, Wells street. 

The dedication festivals of both occur dur- 

ing the month of November, and by a curi- 

ous coincidence the choir masters of both 
churches chose the same mass for the 

choral celebration, Beethoven's in C, with- 

out the slightest intention of clashing. Old 

St. Paul choristers will be delighted when 

I say that the note closes with the remark 

that both performances were good, and 
could not be excelled anywhere but at St. | 

| Paul's cathedral. | 
* * 
* 

At one of Rubinstemn’s recitals at St. 
James’ Hall, he was accosted by an old | 
lady in the entrance-hall, just before 3 
o'clock, and thus addressed : 
“Oh, Mr. Rubinstein, I am so glad to 

see you! I have tried in vain to purchase 
a ticket. Have you a seat you could let 
me have?” 
“Madame, 

. 
* said the great pianist, ‘‘there 

| 

| 

| 
| 

is but one seat at my disposal, and that you | 
are welcome to, if you think fit to take it.” | 
“Oh, ves; and a thousand 

Where is it?” was the excited reply. 
thanks ! | 

| 
| 

ENLARGED. 
1 

IN THE PROVINCES. 

HAVE recently added to my already spacious showrooms a large new building in rear, for the accommodation of my 

new departments, composed as follows, making the most complete CARPET AND FURNISHING WAREHOUSE 

DEPARTMENTS. 

FURNITURE. CARPETS. 

Wilton and Brussels, 

Tapestry and Wools, 

Union and Hemps, 

Mattings and Mats, 

Squares and Rugs, 

T.inoleums, 

Oilcloths, 

Curtains, Portieres, 

Cornice Poles. 

Bedroom and Parlor, 

Dining Room, 

Library and Sitting Room, 

Rattan Furniture, 

Reed and Rattan Baby 

Carriages, 

Mantel Mirrors, 

Hall Stands, 

Fancy Tables. 

HAROLD GILBERT, 

S54 King Street,- = = St.John, N. B. 
A Model Boarding House. 

Where you can get a square meal with- 

out hunting ‘round for it. 

Where you are not pulled out of bed in 

the morning to give up the sheet for a 

| table-cloth. 

Where the servant girl, when she can’t 

find the bell, is not requested by the funny 

man to ring the towel. 

Where no one is allowed to remark that 

‘they never sausage meat,” when sausages 

are served for dinner. 

Where the funny man, when asked what 

“At the prano,” smilingly retorted Rubin- | kind of sauce he will have with his 
| stein.— Ex. 

* 3% 
* 

“Dear me,” ejaculated Mrs. Tonhunter, 
| after hearing her daughter execute a brilliant 
| aria several sizes too big for her, ‘‘hasn’t 
Almira got a magnificent timbre to her high 
tone.” “Timber!” snarled the crusty old 
uncle who always desired his niece to learn 
cooking: “*Timber!lots of it! Why its 
the most woodeny voice I have ever heard.” 
— Musical Herald. 

* * 
a 

Sir Arthur Sullivan was once asked 
where he was able to compose best, and 
under what circumstances his ideas flowed 
most freely. His answer surprised every- 
one. “There is no place,” he said, ‘‘where 
I have so many inspirations as in a railway 
carriage. There is something in the rap- 
idity of the motion, in the clanging of the 
iron, and in the whirr of the wheels, which 
seems to excite the imagination, and sup- | 
plies material for a host of strange harmon- | 
1e8."— Kz. 

*  k 
- 

It is singular that among all the commer- 

cial music publishers now-a-days nobody 
has ever written a set of Fairbanks’ Secale 

Exercises! Don’t give this idea a-weigh. 
—FEx. 

* *k 
x 

As I announced last week, Mendelssohn's | 
“Hear my Prayer,” will be performed by | 

the Oratorio society, at Mr. Morley’s 

organ recital, in St. Stephen's church, 

which will take place next Tuesday even- 

ing, the 5th inst., at 8 o'clock. 
»» 

Wanted—A good concluding afterpiece. 
Apply to the managing committee of the 

Amateur Minstrels. A good price will be 
given for a suitable piece. This is a free 
ad., though it ought to cost a dollar a line. 
Decision is a very happy trait in a man- 
aging committee, so, gentlemen, when the 
first replies come in from the above ad., 

decide at once and stick to it. The 
Bankers’ minstrels, of Boston, give their 

performance on the 8th of next month, and 
we ought to follow the Hubbites very 
quickly, to be in fashion—the Hub being 
the musical centre of tht universe, or, at 

all events, alleged to be. Fenix. 

‘She Wanted to be Calm. 

Fair Passenger (to her travelling com- 
PAE you know, Mr. Sampson, that 

feel very nervous? 
Mr. Sampson—What makes you feel that 

way? Do you anticipate danger ? 
Fair Passenger (shyly)—No, I don’t 

anticipate any danger, but we are approach- 
ing a tunnel.— The Epoch. 

HE CAME BACK. 

I. 

At the end of the lane by the big white gate 
(Oh, the heat ot youth is fickle!) 

He left his love, for a year to wait. 
Sing fickle, oh, so fickle! 

«T’l] return when the blushing roses bloom, 
And be true to thee till the day of doom.” 
With a good-by kiss in the deepening gloom. 
Oh, sing of a youth so fickle! 

II. 

“Will he ever return?” the maiden cried, 
(Alas, that hearts are fickle!) 

And she sat her down and loud she sighed. 
Sing fickle, oh, so fickle! 

But he came as he said, all safe from harm, 
And strolled down the lane in the June-time warm, 
But another girl hung on his arm! 
Oh, fickle, fickle, fickle! 

—XNew York. World, 

| 

| 
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"DRESS GOODS, 

beetsteak, is strictly forbidden to answer: 

“Circular saws.” 

Where he is not allowed to compare any 

of the boarders to the coffee—because it 

never settles. 

Where a boarder, when he receives three 

black beans on his plate Sunday morning, 

can take a hint that he is not wanted. 

Where you get codfish on Christmas and 

turkey every other day in the year: and 

Where a new boarder, if he is deaf and 

dumb, will tell you so, and not have you 

wasting your wind. 

CONSIDER 
WHAT THIS MEANS. 

SPECIAL LINES 

at 1215, 15 and 20 

cents, good makes 
D’EGUPE SILKS 

and colors. As : 
3 in the 

these goods are 

extra value, they NEWEST SHADE
S. 

are bound to go at 

once. 

Mews Underwear. 
During the season 

we have accumula- 

ted some odd lines, 

which we will sell 

at a great reduc- 

tion to clear. 

London House Retail, 
CHARLOTTE AND UNION STREETS. 

Webster's Unabridged Dictionary. 

HE latest issue of this work comprises a 
DICTIONARY containing 118,000 words and 

3,000 IRgEAvIng: A GAZETTEER OF THE WORLD 
iving 25,000 Titles, with pronounciation, and a 
I0GRAPHICAL DICTIONARY of nearly 10,000 noted 

persons; also, numerous tables, etc., etc., 

ALL IN ONE BOOK. 

Always in stock—A full line of DICTIONARIES 
for schools and tolleges. 

Bargains in 
Kx1TTED AND FELT 

SKIRTS. 

Also—French, German, Latin, Greek, etc., DIC- 
TIONARIES. Forsaleby 

J. & A. McMILLAN, 
98 and 100 Prince Wm. street, 

St. Jonwn, N. B. 

Dried Fruits! 

1 car DRIED APPLES--now due. 
Currants, 

Valencia Raisins, 
Valencia Layer Raisins, 
LOW RATES ON ABOVE. 

GILBERT BENT & SONS, 

SOUTH MARKET WHARF. 

Special Lot of Plated Forks, etc. 
WE OFFER A SPECIAL LOT OF 

BEST ENGLISH PATTE NS SPOONS AND FORKS, 
ce IN 

Prince of Wales, Lilly and Beaded Patterns. 
These goods we guarantee best quality, but wishing to clear out the line wiil 

sell at COST PRICE. 
()— 

CLARKE, KERR & THORNE, 
60 and 62 Prince William Street. 

PURE 
BEES-WAX CANDLES, 
* 3 ENNINGS’ , 171 Union Street 

ST. JOHN ACADEMY OF ART. 
STUDIO BUILDING, 74 GERMAIN ST., 

SAINT JOHN, N. B. 

THE SCHOOL-ROOMS are now open to Pupils 

from 10 until 5 every day in the week, except Satur- 

day afternoon. 
The aim of the School is to give Pupils a good 

training in 

DRAWING AND PAINTING. 

The course taught consists in— 

Drawing from Models and objects; 
e the Antique; 
Li Life; 
." Still Life. 

Painting from Life. 

Lectures on PERSPECTIVE, including Parallel, 

Angular and Oblique Perspective; casting Shadows 
by gas light and sun light; Reflections in the mirror | 
and water. 
A specialty is made of Portraiture in this School. 

Pupils are taught to draw them in Charcoal and 
Crayon, and to Paint them in Pastel and Oil. 

Principal—JOHN C. MILES, A. R. C. A. 

Assistant—FRED H. C. MILES 

85 SEND FOR CIRCULAR. 

Wizard Oil! 
I HAVE THIS DAY RECEIVED A 

SUPPLY OF 

WIZARD OIL. 

The properties of the above famous prepar- 
ation nced no comment. 

RD. McARTHUR, 
MEDICAL HALL, 

No. 59 Charlotte street, opp. King Square. 

ROYAL HOTEL, 
ST. JOHN, N. B. 

‘T. F. RAYMOND, Proprietor. 

QUEEN HOTEL, 
FREDERICTON, N. B. 

J. A. EDWARDS - 

FINE SAMPLE ROOM IN CONNECTION. 

Also, a First Class Livery Stable. 

Coaches at trains and boats. 

Proprietor. 

ELLIOTT'S HOTEL, 
28 to 32 Germain Street, St. John, N. B. 

MODERN IMPROVEMENTS. 

Terms - - $1.00 Per Day. 
Tea, Bed and Breakfast, 75 Cents. 

E. W. ELLIOTT . . . Proprietor. 

Hotel Dufferin, 

St. John, NN. B. 

FRED. A. JONES, Proprietor. 

Best $1 House in the Maritime Provinces. 

Hawarden Hotel, 
Cor. Prince Wm. and Duke Sts, 

ST. JOIN, N. B. 

WM. CONWAY . . Proprietor 

Terms, $1.00 per Day; Weekly Board $4.00. 

ELEGANT and ATTRACTIVE GOODS 
FOR PRESENTS. 

ERFUMES in gros variety ; 
TOITET BOTTLES, ODOR CASES; 

CELLULOID HAIR BRUSHES; 
MIRRORS, ete., with and without cases; 
MANICURE SETS; 
Plain and Mounted WALKING STICKS; 

VINAIGRETTES; 
SMELLING BOTTLES; 
SHAVING Muas and FITTINGS. 

With other Articles Suitable for CHRISTMAS SEASON, 
all of which are offered at moderate prices. 

C. P. CLARKE, 
100 KING STREET. 

MORE GOODS 
At 50 Cents a Week, 

Spring Mattrasses, Lounges, Chairs, Lamps, 
and don’t forget the Wringers. 

'F. BEVERLY, 45 Germain St. 

BELMONT HOTEL, 
ST. JOHN, N. B. 

The most convenient Hotel in the city. Directly op 
posite N. B. & Intercolonial Railway station. 

Baggage taken to and from the depot free 

charge. 
Te ms—$1 to $2.50 per day. : 

J. SIME, Proprieto! 

VICTORIA HOTEL, 
(FORMERLY WAVERLY), 

81 to 87 Xing Street 
ST. JOHN, N. B. 

D, W. McCORMICK - - - Proprieio 

MISS B. E. BOWMAN, 
of Boston, 

Teacher in Oils, Water Colors on 676 
kind of Material 

ALso—CHINA, LUSTRA an
d PLASTIC WGRAE: 

Address: 4 WELLINGTON ROW, ST.JOHN, N.B. 


