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A DARKEY BISHOP DISCOURSING
UNDER -DIFFICULTIES.

He Roused His Hearers So Completely
That They Couldn’t 'Wait Until Serviee
Was Over to Express Their Approval —A
Spcfclmen Sunday in Florida.

[SEVENTH LETTER. |

Tarranasser, Fla., March 28.—On Sat-
urday notices were postedabout the town in
all directions that Bishop Arnott would
preach twice on Sunday in the colored
church, he being bishop of the diocese of
Florida and head of the Methodist persua-
sion, or rather the colored portion of it.
His fame as an able, stirring preacher hav-
ing preceded him, the building in which he
was to hold forth next day became the great
Mecea towards which every footstep tended,
from far and near—nor were the white
gentry (among them many visitors stopping
at the hotels), a whit less anxious than the
sable brethren to hear the great preacher
and crowd the thoroughfares. Soon the
building was filled to repletion. The white
folks were honored with seats in front,
facing a platform about two feet high, and
probably ten broad, rumning the whole
breadth of the room. upon which were
seated the members of the choir on either
side of the bishop and the regular pastor,
who occupied seats directly in the centre.
On the level of the floor, close beside the
platform, stood a cabinet organ, presided
over by an excellent performer. The
bishop was as dark as ebony, polished at
that, for the heat was cousiderable, added
to which the exertion to make himselt em-
phatic caused no small amount of perspira-
tion and polish to appear upon his venerable
physiognomy. The bishop's age is probably
in the fifties—of commanding, dignified
presence, and having a good sonorous
voice, and lung power emough to make it
sound in every part of the building and in
the neighborhood beyond for that matter;
he was always effective and kept his audi-
ence upon the qui vive throughout the hour
and a quarter which his sérmon occupied.

1 bave heard many able preachers in my
day. but scldom listened to one more effect-
ive than this colored geatleman—whetker
as regards language, diction, aptness of
illustration, gracefulness of gesture, serip-
tural references in clacidation of the text,
(*“ T am not ashamed to preach the gospel
of Christ”), his exegesis, his philosophical
deductions, home-thrust conclusions, which
by tae way told most wonderfully upon the
colored part of the congregation, who, as
the preacher advaunced, became responsive,
lond, obstreperous, so that the effectiveness
of the preacher was comsiderably marred
through the unseemly, if not irreverent in-
terruptions, such as I will*here attempt to
deseribe, for example : ;

Bishop—**You must be born again, he-
gome a new creature.”

Response—*Yat’s a fact, ye must be
born again ; I say so, too.”

Bishop—*‘You must be the husband of
only one wife.”

Here some of the coloved folks began to
seratch their heads, for the marital rela-
tionship in numerous cases in the South is
not en rapport among the colored race,
with ““the table of degrees™ set down in our
prayer books. Fromasecata short distance
behind me, went up the response, **dat’s
rite, bishop, guv't him, I tells him so ;" and
1 inferred that there had been some domes-
tic infelicities between the lawful husband
and wife, and this was the opportunity for
the latter to let out upon her unfaithful

spouse, backed up by the dictum of the |

bishop ; but as soon as the preacher fol-
lowed up the admonition in the next sen-
tence by saying, *‘nor must a woman have
more than one man for her husband,” it
was Darby’s turn to respond, *‘dat’s rite,
bishop, givet her: now den, d'ye har dat
—just sarves yer rite.”  Here was a thun-
derbolt thrown by the bishop into the
midst of the camp which scorched more
than one couple in that sympathetic congre-
gation. But the responses were so loud
and frequent that it was diflicult for one to
hold the connection in the discourse, how-
ever loud the bishop's voice. ““Yat's it,
bishop,” *‘guv it "em,"” “‘so I tinks myself,”
“dat’s so,” “‘a fact,” **hit him hard, bishop.”
And yet the bishop seemed to think it was
all right, or rather he was prepared for and
accustomed to these very irrelevant and
wreverent interruptions. The music of the
choir was excellent—time, tune, voice and
execution seemed perfect, if’ { am a judge,
and then they all sung at the top of their
voices, loud, clear, harmonious, and might
have been heard ‘half-a-mile off; windows
up, mercury 307,

The bishop's scrimon and the music were
to my mind exceptionally fine, and were
it not for the terrible hullabaloo or accom-
paniments 1 have attempted to describe
without a particle of exaggeration, the
services of that afternoon would have done
po discredit to the best conducted in other
churches, as regards sermon and music,
where everybody is supposed to keep quiet,
in the presence of ‘‘the Gireat King."”

At the conclusion of the sermon the regu-
lar pastor of the flock stepped forward and
informed the congregation. that he must
have 8100 on that occasion to pay off the
church debt, and he knew that there were
three persons present who of themselves
could subscribe that amount and not miss
it. Some of us thought that this was rather

a hit at the front seats, but as 1 felt that
the cap did not fit, T thought it better for
all the other white folks to form their own

LL TALKED BACK.

individual conclusions, and if so disposed,
make up the hundred dollars. The bas-
kets, however, went ahead ali the same,
the organ and the singers let out in right
good carnest and at the same time the min-
ister kept calling upon his brethren to shell
out. *I must have #100 this day.” This he
repeated over and over "again, an occas-
sional remark thrown in, comical enough
to give us all the titters. But the preacher
knew how to work upon the enthusiasm of
his people, and so by thus hammering away
upon the red hot anvil, he could beat them
all into shape and thus secure the $100.
When the baskets were emptied upon the
table, the minister and one of his deacons
began to count the money—the singers
keeping at it all the time. When it was
all counted it was ascertained that the sum
required was nine dollars short. *‘Come,
I must have the balance right off,” e¢jacu-
lated the minister. One by one the folks

went forward to the table and put down®

his or her mite, in some cases a quarter,
a dime, or a nickle, (there are no cents in
this place.) Several put down a quarter
and got change, as the quarter was all the
money they had and they wished to give a
dime out of it. In this way the amount
was made up—and the minister announced
the fact with emphasis. We were also
informed that the bishop would preach
again in the evening, and for everybody to
bring all the money they had.

On the benediction being pronounced
by the bishop there was a general stam-
pede, precisely as in the case of children

being dismissed from school. Every one
commenced talking, laughing, shouting

even, as if their pent up powers, which
had been kept under some discipline for an
hour and a half, could endure the pressure
no longer, and now came a universal out-
burst. The bishop, apparently not accus-
tomed to so much of this irreverent, irreli-
gious vocalization, shouted out, as if ad-
dressing so many children, ‘‘Be quiet—be
quiet—be quiet, I say,” louder and louder
with each repetition; and his stentorian
commands produced considerable effect—
for after that, and until they reached the
doors of the building, the clamor among
the crowd was quite moderats; but once
outside, and fairly upon the sidewalk, the
din was renewed with unction enough to
put to flight the armies of Israel.

It must not be supposed by your readers
that it is through a spirit of levity that this
account is written, or even that it is an
attempt to caricature an inoffensive people
—much less to make light of matters which
should ever demand our most serious con-
sideration. The object on my part is to
convey a glimpse of the habits and customs
of this primitive, unsophisticated race ; and
however incredible the account may appear,

it will be corroborated by numerous wit-

' nesses in this part of

Florida where the
article will be read.

The flora of this great treasure house of
unfold charms.

nature continues to new

' The bloom of the wisteria, the Cherokee

rose, the LeConte pear, the crab-apple and
the peach is all passing ofl, and a new
creation of efflorescence is taking their
place—such as the banana blossom, the
magnolia, the oleander, the lilium-aura-
tum, which are all getting ready to burst
into flowers, but only waiting a wee until
the orange blossoms, now in full fragrance,
are ready to go with the gentle breezes,
which woo and waft them hither and thither

into azure space and nothingnesz. The
' whole air is aromatic with this orange

blossom—the trees a short distance be-
vond are enshrouded in a white sheen of
bridal dazzliness, the real thing itself, and
no mock imitation. The roses continue to
hold their own, keep on blooming longer
and longer with each new crop, upon
bushes and trees 20 feet high.

G. E. F.

A Home in the Country.

The residence built and
Henry Titus, situated about one mile and-
a-half above the village of Rothesay, is
offered for sale. The house is two stories
m height and contamns rooms enough for
a large family, and stands upon a six-acre
lot, more or less, and is admirably adapted
for a summer residence, as well as all the
vear round. There are large barns upon
the premises, and the place at present cuts
about five tons of hay. The view of the
Kennebeceasis and its islands is magnifi-
cent. The railroad runs within half a mile
of the property, and a siding might be
placed in the vicinity fcr the accommoda-
tion of passengers.

This valuable property will be sold at a
great bargain, as the omner of it now re-
sides at a distance and wishes to get it ofl
his hands. House can be examined any
time. Apply for further information to E.
S. Carter, office of ProGress, Canterbury
strect.—Advi.

occupied by

For an ldl; Hour,

Ticknor’s semi-monthly is always on
time and always welcome. No 50 cent
paper issue is so popular in St. John for
that best of reasons, none is so good,
Fools of Nature, by Alice Brown, the
latest, is a bright and natural story, as
entertaining as it is well written. Pub-
lished by Ticknor & Co., Boston, and for
sale here by Alfred Morrisey.

They're Worth Money.

If you happen to have any “‘New Bruns-
wick 5 cent stamps with the Lead of
O'Connell,? grip them hard. The Lon-
don Standard says that such are “‘rarely
par ted with under £50."
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PLUCK AND PUSH WIN!

V. BAIRD, M. I'., MERCHANT,

l G EO.
POLITICIAN AND MAN.

A Story of His Life and Its Important Inci-
dents — Perseverance, Pluck and Ability
Have Brought Him to the Front, Where
He 1s Likely to Stay.

I once heard a Queens county Liberal
give his opinion of George F. Baird. The
speaker was a countryman—a rough and
ready farmer who spoke as he thought, and
never minced his words. “George Baird
puts me in mind of a thoroughbred bull dog.
He never lets go.” Inelegant, perhaps,
but exceedingly terse.  Mr. Baird may
not feel flattered at this published opinion
of him, but it struck me at the time that
few men deserved the compliment so well,
for indeed few deserve it at all.

The tenacity, persistency and persever-
ance that command success are the attri-
butes of so few about me that I can count
them on my fingers. Mr. Baird, the sub-
ject of this sketch, has all of them and to
them in no small degree does he owe his
prominence of foday.

The residents of Wickham, Queens
county. are rather proud of the fact that
Mr. Baird grew up among them. When-
ever they get the chance they show their
regard in a substantial fashion, whether it
be in the way of votes or good will.
Thirty-eight years ago the present repre-
sentative ot Queens saw his county. IHe

GEORGE F. BAIRD, M. P,

lost no time in getting ready tor the work
that was cut out for him. .At first, a
country boy thinking ot nothing save school
between the hours of 9 a. m., and 4 p. m.,
and his “‘tasks” at night, he soon began to
show what ability and pluck was in him.
Getting beyond the depth of the rural ped-

| agogue was not uncommon in those days,

and young Baird was soon able to instruet
|his former teacher. Then it was that he
'wus sent to that place of discipline and

scholarship, the Kingston Grammar school,
where such men as Mauger, Wetmore,
Scovil and Raymond reigned, and every
pupil was a loyal subject. With many
other men of the present day Mr. Baird re-
tains pleasant recollections of this well
known and famed school. I may be per-
mitted to digress a moment and tell them
that since the removal of the shiretown to
Hampton, the old Grammar school building
t has been moved from its former lofty and
isolated site, and where once nothing was
heard but the everlasting drill of English
and French, Latin and Greek, the sound of
saw, hammer and plane has been promi-
nent, and even since the walls which once
bore nothing but pencil sketches and black-
boards, have been decorated with shelves
bearing canned goods and spices.  What a
change!

From 1870 to 74, Mr. Baird was sup-
posed to be a student-at-law. The fact
was that he entered about the first date
and then roamed around the ocean on a
deck for
Getting enough of that he settled down to
hard study in the city and bending, every
energy to his task, was ready for and
passed his attorney’s examination in 1874,
One year later he was sworn in as bar-

vessel's nearly three years.

rister.

It can be said that this was the turning
point. Mr. Baird was in a good oflice
with a fine business. e was the right
man in the right place, and in a short time
was in a position to acquire and carry on
the business for himself. Lawyers were
not so plentiful in those days, and there
was more work for them to do. Before
and after the fire it seemed as if every man
had something for the lawyers. The result
was—money. Mr. Baird had been a keen
observer during his seafaring life, and when
he began to make money he was sharp
enough to invest it where it would pay him
best—in  coastwise shipping.  Fortune
seemed to smile upon his commercial plans.
Shippers were in a panicky state and as
fast as they wished to sacrifice their vessels
Mr. Baird was on deck with the cash for
them. Ilis money made money, for at no
time during the shipping depression did his
coast property fail to pay.

In 1881 he became associated in a pro-
fessional co-partnership with Mr. G. W.
Allen, and later with Mr. W. B. Chandler,
which continued until he entered the politi-
cal arena. Few people realized at the time
what that meant to George F. Baird. He
could only run for one county and it
i seemed little short of madness for him, a
Conscrvative, to expect any show of suc-
cess in the banner Liberal county of the pro-
vince—a county which had known no pub-
lic men in dominion politics save Ferris

and King, to whom it bhad been loyal to
" the hackkone.

If Baird was not a polished and cloquent :

speaker, e was a ready, forcible talker.
e had every favorable fact on his tongue’s
end; he indulged in no personalities; he
knew his people, and he was a native of
the county. He was fighting the great
battle of his lite, with the friends of his
boyhood rallying around him. He had the
ablest and most astute licutenants in the
country, and I cannot be blind to the fact
that behind all this was a well-filled purse,
s0 necessary, it would  appear, to the suc-
cess of any political candidate. With even
all these aids, the county was Liberal, and
returned Mr. King by 61 votes.

Mr. Baird was declared elected! The
returning officer based his declaration
on a legal technicality, and Mr. Baird took
his seat in parliament. When the session
was over, he resigned his seat—which, in
my opinion, he should have done on decla-
ration day—and a few months later opposed
Mr. King again, and was returned as the

" member for Queens.

I can say, without hesitation, that when
Mr. Baird entered politics he lost sight of
his own interests. He is better fitted in
every way for commercial than political
life, and I believe that his greatest suc-
cesses will be scored, not on the hustings
or upon the floor of the commons, but at
his business desk in Palmer’s building. It
cannot be said that he has not the require-
ments of a good representative—he has
shown, more especially this year, that his
business talent, applied in the interests of
his country, is of great value, and in the
eyes of his constituency, which looks, I
suppose, to county rather than country,
his work must be appreciated. It was only
a few days ago that his shipping experience
came into action in the house. Certain
legislation was proposed regarding the
deck-load law, and Mr. Baird, thoroughly
conversant with the subject, presented such
strong arguments against the passage of
the section that the government dropped
it.

But I would not be surprised if, when
the herald sounds the political challenge
again, the name of George F. Baird did
not appear on the list. His politics inter-
feres with his business. Three months ab-
sence at a time is not usually in favor with
good business men, and Mr. Baird belongs
to that class. In fact so strong a hold have
his shipping interests upon his attention
that some time ago law took second place,
though even now he never neglects his
clients’ interests, and is regarded as one of
the best maritime lawyers in the province.

Mr. Baird is a self-made man, and as
such must command the admiration of
lovers of energy and perseverance. IHe
stands today ahead of any self-made man
of his age in the province. Personally he
is well liked, and no man who knows him
has aught to say against his personal quali-
ties. When free from the cares of daylight
he is an entertaining companion. He
presents his views in a forcible, ready style,
and always gives his listeners something to
think about. E. S. CArTER.

Bedroom Nets!

Logna b Sols | SR THAGRA |

We are showing special value in BED-
00OM SETS, in ErLm, CHERRR,
WarLxvr, Asi and Oak.

PARLOR SUITES,

in Embossed and Crushed Plushes, Broca-
telle and Raw Silk, in all the newest
shades ; also, in Haircloth at
SercraL Low Prices.
CURTAIN POLES,
BABY CARRIAGES;
BOYS’' VELOCIPEDES ;
WAGONS AND CARTS.

C L BURNHAN & SONS,

83 and 85 Charlotte Street,
ST. JOHN, N. B.

Always Ready,
CHEADP,
And Quality Unsurpassed,

EDWARDS' DESSICATED SOUP.

TAYLOR & DOCKRILL,

AGENTS.

Havana and Domestic
CIGARS.

I have a complete assortment now in stock, in
l&)xes gnd half-boxes: 100,000 HAVANA and

THOS. I.. BOURKE,

11 and 12 Water st cet

8. R. FOSTER & SON,

STEEL and N AILS,

IRON-CUT

| And SPIKES, TACKS, BRADS,

SHOE NAILS, HUNGARIAN NATLS, Ete.
ST. JOHN, N. B.

SATIN MERVEILLEUX..........
BONNET BLACK SILK..

BLACK SATIN LUXOR...........
MURICH BLACK SILKS.......
BLACK C. B. SATINS......

JAUBERT & CO’S. BLACK SILK......

NOW IN STOCK!
CONTRACTED FOR PREVIOUS to the ADVANCE IN RAW SILK

The Largest and Best Assorted Stock of BLACK and COLORED.SILKS ang
SATINS ever imported into the Lower Provinces.

65 QUALITIES IN BLACK SILKS AND SATINS.

BLACK FAILLE FRANCAIS......ccciiiiitancecnnciiisansees 6 QUALITIES
BLACK GROS DE LONDRES. ....c.coiiiiiiiins vannnn j
MASCOT BLACK SILK .....ooiiiiiiiiiiieaininnn.
SATIN DE LYON..coosssseccssasccssscocessssssccssssooosss
SANS EGAL BLACK SILKS...........ci0itenn.
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65 QUALITIES)

60 Shades comprising all the Fashionable Tints for Spring and Summer, 1889, in
FAILLE FRANCAIS and SATIN MERVE

Summer Silk in Taffeta, Glace and Surah Quadrille ; Printed Pongee, new designs,

MANCHESTER, ROBERTSON & ALLISON.

ILLEUX.

leading foundries in the country.

The Right Article

t Right Pri

@e R1Zht Price.
To get this is a question in which every-
one is deeply interested, and which absorbs

a large amount of time and attention.
To those who may this Spring require

A New Range or Cook Stove,

we especially address ourselves, as we feel
that we ean fill any want in this line better
than we have ever before been able to do,
and respectfully solicit the attention of

intending purchasers to our stock, which for

VARIETY and EXCELLENCE

is not equalled anywhere, and embraces the latest and best goods made by the

We also have always on hand a full line of Repairs for all the Stoves we sel.

EMERSON & FISHER, 75 and 79 Prince Wm. Street,

MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS IN

STOVES, RANGES and HOUSE FURNISHING HARDWARE.

0AK HALL.
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OAK HALL.

FOR GOOD VALUE

— IN —

Union and All-Wool Grey Flannels; Ladies’ and Children’s Wove
Hosiery; Ladies’ Vests; Black and Colored Cashmeres;
Gloves; Jerseys and Jersey Coats, Embroidered
Cloth Table Covers;

Shirts and Pants, etc., etc.,
—GO TV

P I T T S > Gleneral Dry Goods Store,

179 TUNION STREET.

“OAK HALL”
Clothing House,
No. o Market Square,

IS THE ——

Best Place Yet.

Look for the RED LIGHT.

OAK HALL.

YOI JXOU
auds sy J0) e

OAK HALL

Gent’'s Ribbed

179

ST. JOAN ACADEMY OF ART.

STUDIO BUILDING, 74 GERMAIN ST.,
SAINT JOHN, N.B. ¢

THE SCHOOL-ROOMS are now open to Pupils
from 10 until 5 every day in the week, except Satur-
day afternoon.

The aim of the School is to give Pupils a good

training in
DRAWING AND PAINTING.

The course taught consists in—

Drawing from Models and objects;
¢ the Antique;

Life;

Still Life.

Painting from Life.

Lectures on PERsBECTIVE, including Parallel,
Angular and Oblique Perspective; casting Shadows
by light and sun light; Reflections in the mirror
and water.

A specialty is made of Portraiture in this School.
Pupils ure taught to draw them in Charcoal and
Crayon, and to Paint them in Pastel and Oil.

Principal—JOHN C. MILES, A. R.C. A.

Assistant—FRED 1. C. MILES

&9 SEND FOR CIRCULAR.

"DR. SCOTT’S
Electric Hair Curler.

“
‘"

or
ave

ADIES who wish to quickly Bang, Crim
Curl the Hair, by a new method, should
one of these new inventions.

For sale by

A. CHIPMAN SMITH & CO.,
Charlotte Street.

GENERALAGENCY
FOR THE
Province of New Brunswick

OF :
The Commercial Union Assurance Co.
(Limited), OF LONDON,
and Pheenix Insurance Co., of Brooklyn,

A. C. FAIRWEATHER, CHAS. J, TOMNEY,
Barrister-at-Law, General Agent. Sub-Agent.

BARNHILL’S BUILDING, ST. JOHN, N. B

TWEED

WATERPROOF COATS
With Sewed and Taped Seams.

We are now showing the Latest Londor
Styles in

Gents’ Tweed Rubber Coats,

Made with above great improvements.

ALSO—A Full Line of LADIES LONDON
CLOAKS in newest styles.

ESTEY, ALLWOOD & CO.,

W. WATSON ALLEN. CLARENCE H, FERGUSON

ALLEN & FERGUSON,

Barristers-at-Law, Solicitors,
Notaries Public, Etc.

Pugsley's Building, Rooms 14, 15 and 16 -

Cor. Prince William and Princess streets.

A. & J. HAY,
76 King Street.

Spectacles, Watches, Clocks and Jewelry.

JEWELRY made to order and repaired.
WEDDING RINGS guaranteed 18 K. fine.

T. J. McPHERSON,

181 UNION STREET,

GROCER.

= FRUITS A SPECIALTY. &1

DAVID CONNELL,
Livery and Boarding Stables, Sydaey St

Horses Boarded on reasonable terms.

& Iorses and Carriages on hire. Fine Fit-outs
at short notice.




