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PROGRESS, SATURDAY, APRIL 20. 

THE WORLD OF BOOKS. 

New Novels. 

Let us take this for a text: 

“There are worse things than losing one’s hand, 

doushka.” 
“What is worse?" 

“To have the eye of the public always at one’s key- 

hole. A man might go mad for that, thrust his pen 

through the opening and put it out, and =o have no 

readers for his manuscripts. The sensation of being 

eternally pried upon,—there is nothing much worse 

than that: and that is the penalty.” 

Viewed as a reproof of the curiously vul- 

gar and vulgarly curious who have sought 

to cut Amelie Rives into pieces small 

enough to fit the slides of their mental 

microscopes, we find these sentences satis 

factory. The best rejoinder to partial or 

prudish critics is her book itself. T he 

Witness of the Sun* is distinctly superior to 

The Quick or the Dead. As in the latter 

work, Miss Rives has limited the number 

of her characters and drawn them large, 

but the relative disproportion that was one 

of the serious blemishes of the earlier novel 

is not observable here." Our author has 

learned as much of values as she knew 

about light, tone and color. She has 

gained somewhat, too, by cultivating a 

judicious repression. There is exaggeration 

in The Witness of the, Sun, but it is the ex- 

aggeration that dignifies,%fnot that which 

distorts. What there is of oddity and 

affectation pertains to character and not to 

its description. Thanks to the breadth of 

the canvas, we have a painting rather than 

a study and the figures that stand out so 

plainly against the warm Italian background 

are drawn with a firm hand. Hero and hero- 

ine not only live but they are alive: to the 

practised reader of fiction the distinction 

should be apparent. The hero's mother is 

sufficiently natural, but she is not lovable. 

The little Lotta is lovable but hardly 

natural. In the cases of these, one feels, 

the author's enthusiasm has warped her 

judgement : but the indictment does not lie 

against other of the personages that lend 

force to the movement of the story. A sad 

story it is, on the whole. The confirmed 
novel-reader, accustomed to end to the 

strains of the Wedding March, will miss 
that agreeable accompaniment. The book 
is for those who have learned to view hfe 

in the large and who are able to recognize 

genius before a hundred years has passed 

over its work. It will interest such persons 
and the fragrant memory of it will abide 

with them. 
* =» 
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Watchers and listeners at Mrs. Frances 

Hodgson Burnett's keyhole, limiting their | 
interest to her accent and her dresses, have 

not yet been able to tell us the secret of 

her activity and her success. We may 

gather that from the study of this delightful 
new book of hers.t She does not spend her 

strength in analyzing emotions or labelling 

motives. Attracted by subtle sympathy to 

a passing group, she begins by loving them 
and ends by knowing them. When she 

writes, she becomes a realist, but a realist 

who disdains trivialities, basing her claim 
upon her keen perception of essential hu- 
manity. No author more completely iden- 

tifies herself with her characters. She 

shrinks from creating a villain. Her 
women may be wilful fas was!Jose’s *‘pretty 
sister,” but they are seldomlhard, cold or 

unloving. The sumJot all this is sure to 
be a restful and refreshing book, bubbling 
over with the joy of life, full of the senti- 

ment that warms without scorching. Zhe 
Pretty Sister of Jose is a very winsome 

little sister and Mr. Reinhart’s clever 

sketches assist Mrs. Burnett to make her 
and her companions «€mphatically real ‘to 

us. 
* xk 
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Bearing the imprimatur of the Atlantic 

Monthly, in which it appearedfas a serial, 

Prof. Hardy's Passe Rosel comes to us 

under the best possible auspices. The 
author of But Yet a Woman has 

here given us his most important 

work. The mechanical construction 

of the tale is far superior to] its prede- 

cessors, and the skeleton has been clothed 

upon with rare fidelity. Man and nature 

are both the gainers by Pref. Hardy's in- 
creased power. His characters are clear- 

cut, consistent, well adjusted to their en- 

vironment, harmonious in movement. The 

heroine, to be sure, does irrational things, 

but only, it would seem, by way of proving 

her womanliness. Her foster-mother, 

Jeanne, is drawn with a grace of tender- 

ness that makes her lovely in her utmost 

unloveliness. The hero is not conspicuous, 
but he is not disappointing. We may be 

pardoned for calling attention to the genre 

painting of Brother Dominic, which is, to 

ourmind, a most felicitous study. Aside 

from these characters, the chief charm of 

the book has its source in the author’s inti- 

mate and loving knowledge of nature,which 

inspires bits of description that no modern 
novelist need blush to acknowledge. From 
first page to last, Passe Rose is pure, sweet, 

healthful and satisfying. 
* x 
“ 

How much the translator helps or 
hinders we may never know, when we have 
not the opportunity of comparison. We 
can have confidence, however, in the accur- 

acy and ability of Mrs. Cashel Hoey, and 

* The Witness of the Sun. By Amelie Rives. 

With Portrait. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co. 
Price, #1. 

t The Pretty Sister of Jose. By Frances Hodg- 

son Burnett. With twelve illustrations by C. S. 
Reinhart. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. 

St. John: J. & A. McMillan and Alfred Morrisey. 
Price, $1. , 

1 Passe Rose. By Arthur Sherburne il:rdy. 
Boston and New York: Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 
St.John: J. & A. McMillan. Price, $1.25. 

it # certain that her translation of Ohnet's 

Dr. Ramean* differs very widely from the 

slop-shop version sent out by Bryce of 

Toronto. Dr. Rameau is not in method 

suggestive of The Ironmaster, nor strongly 

so in style. It slights incidents to deal 

with events. It has an undertone of con- 

viction. It preaches a moral that, were it 

told as loudly as it is forcibly, all the world 

might hear. The central figure, Dr. 

Rameau, is a savant and an atheist. Pros- 

perity and suffering alike confirm his 

opinions. By what tortuous path he 

finally reaches a more hopeful conception 

of life and duty—t shall remain for the 

reader of these luminous pages to learn. 

Notes and Announcements. 

The title of James Anthony Froude's new 

novel, which the Scribners will bring out in 

America, will be The Two Chiefs of Dun- 
boy. 

Color Blindness in Its Relation to Rail- 

road Employees and the Public, a valuable 

paper by Prof. G. Sterling Ryerson, of 

Trinity Medical college, is published by J. 

E. Bryant & Co., of Toronto. 

For European tourists, the Seribners are 

about to issue a new and revised edition of 

their Index Guide to Travel and Art Study 

in Europe. This is the only European 

guide which is illustrated, and especially 

devotes itself to art subjects. 

The forthcoming new editicn of the 

Erckmann-Chatrian works of French fiction 

will include their national novels, such as 

| Waterloo, The Conscript, etc., upon which 

the reputations of these writers rests. There 

| will be six volumes in all of the new edition, 

the set being in uniform binding. 

| Almost the only new English poet who 
has won a way into American magazines 

in] the past two or three years is Mr. 

Graham R. Tomson, a collection of whose 

verse is about to be issued by Longman, 

Green & Co., (almost at the same time 

that they publish Col. Higginson’s poems.) 

Mr. Tomson's book is called The Bird- 
Bride, a Volume of Ballads and Sonnets : 
the title ballad is of interest to America, in 
that it is an Eskemo legend. 

religious works of importance is not on the 
comes from the Scribners in the 

success which has attended their most 

recent theological books. Dr. Shedd's 

Dogmatic Theology has reached its second 

edition, while a fourth edition of Dr. Ros- 

well Hitchcock's Eternal Atonement has 

been called for. The first volume of Dr. 

Vincent's] Word Studies inthe New Testa- 

ment has already gone into its second 

| edition, and Dr. Ladd’s What is the Bible? 

| has sold through two printings, with a third 

edition just ready. 

“A Night at the News Desk,” by Wil- 
liam Taylor, jr., “Every Writer His Own 
Stationer,” by Ernest Brookes, and 

“Shorthand in Newspaper Work,” by Will 
M. Clemens, are specially good things in 
the April number of The Writer. There 
are so many good things, however, that on 

second thought we question whether it is 
fair to particularize. Many readers will 
doubtless derive most benefit from the de- 
partments, Queries, Helpful Hints and Sug- 
gestions, Literary Articles in Periodicals, 

and News and Notes, and these are worth 
a dozen times the cost of the magazine.— 
Boston: Wm. H. Hills. 1 

wane 

| year, 10 cents a number. 

The feature of the April number of Lend 
a Hand is Dr. Hale's address on ‘The 

Possible Boston,” in which the Nationalist 

ideal is set forth with admirable clear- 

' ness and force. “The Work of Cities,” 
by Hon. Seth Low, and Mr. White's paper 
lon “‘Public Out-door Relief” have the ele- 

ment of timeliness as well as of interest 

and value. The same may be said of the 
24-page extra accompanying this number, 
in which are given excellent abstracts 
of the recent Old South lectures upon 
municipal government and reform. Lend 
a Hand is altogether a perfect magazine.— 
Boston: J. Stillman Smith & Co. Price, 
$2 a year, 20 cents a number. 

An important change in the publishing 

busmess was announced last week, the 

Boston firm of Ticknor & Co. being dis- 

solved, and” Messrs. Houghton, Mifilin & 

' Co. purchasing the copyrights, electrotype 
plates and stock of their miscellaneous 

publications. By this change Houghton, 

Mifflin & Co. materially strengthen their 

‘already remarkably strong list of pub- 
lications. This firm is now one of the 
largest as well as one of the most success- 

| ful firms of publishers in the country. 
- Their books are always of a high order, 
and their name is everywhere honored. The 
firm now consists of Messrs. H. O, Hough- 
ton, George H. Mifflin, Lawson Valentine, 
James Murray Kay, Thurlow Weed Barnes, 
H. O. Houghton, jr. and Thomas B, Tick- 
nor. 
“1 keep up quite a pleasant and a de- 

cidedly lively confab with literary confreres 

in the dominion,” writes our valued con- 

tributor, Rev. Arthur John Lockhart. 
““ A new-found genial one is Mr. Wick- 
steed, of Ottawa, who sends me his 

Waifs, containing much goed occasional 
verse; and Mr. Waters’ Waler Lily, a 

poem almost as affluent in faney and ima- 

gery, and quite as full of grace and tender- 

ness as Moore's Peri in Lalla Rookh. 
Duvar sends cheering report, and like- 
wise Sangster, who would be dearer to 
the muse and render her good service still, 
but he is a nerve-broken man.” It will be 
good news to our readers that Mr. Lock- 
hart will shortly criticise these poems and 
other Canadian works—including Mr. F. 
Blake Crofton’s masterly monograph on 
Haliburton—at greater length. 

*Dr. Rameaun. By Georges Ohnet. Translated 
| by Mrs. Cashel Hoey. Philadelphia : J. B. Lippin- 
" cott Co. Price, paper, 50 cents. 

Evidence that the popular demand for | 

Price, $1 a | 

MUSICAL AND THEATRICAL. 

It has, at last, occurred to the mind of the irre. 
pressible interviewer to give the world some exact 

particulars, gathered from the best sources of infor 
mation, with regard to the waists of eminent 

actresses (next the same authority will turn his at. 

tention to male waists). Ie says that Miss Kate 

Vaughan has the smallest waist on the stage. Miss 
Ellen Terry is about at the head of the profes. 

sion in waists. Iler waist measures 28 inches, 

which is just an inch more than the circumference 

of the Venus of Milo. Then comes Mary Anderson 

with 26 in. Miss Eastlake rivals Miss Terry: Mrs. 

Bernard Beere measures 27 in.; Miss Dorothy 
Dene, 24 in.; Miss Kate Rorke, 23 in.; Miss Mary 

Moore and Miss Norreys, 22 in. Finally comes 

Miss Kate Vaughan with a waist of 21.5 inches in 

circumference.— London Court Journal. 
* *x 

Ld 

W. A. Whitecar has been getting mar- 
ried again, Laura Almosnine, of a Hoyt- 
Thomas comedy company, being the bride 

this time. Her predecessors were Sallie 

Partington and Belle Melville, but White- 
car is so susceptible that there's no know- 
ing how many or whom her successors will 

be. 
* * 
» 

The Folio, for April, has a portrait of 

| Kyrle Bellew for frontispiece, a great num- 

| ber of readable notes, and six pieces of 
| music—all good and one, Blake's transcrip- 
| tion of C. A. White's song, ‘‘Madaline,” 
likely to be popular.—Boston: White, 

Smith & Co. Price, $1.60 a year, 15 cents 

a number. 

Scrofula is transmitted from parent to 
child, and thus becomes a family inheritance 
for generations. It is, therefore, the duty 
of every scrofulous person to cleanse his 

of Ayer's Sarsaparilla.—Adrt. 

SEEDS! | 
| 
| JUST ARRIVED: 
| 

1 Car Choice Western, and 
1 Car Choice Lower Canadian Timothy ; 

| 

White Clover: Red Tops, Barley, 
Wheat, Oats, ete., ete. 

| Also to hand: A full Suppl of Fresh and 
Reliable VEGETABLE SEEDS, 

leading varieties. 

AT LOWEST PRICES. 

P. NASE & SON, 
Wholesale and Retail General Merchants, 

The melancholy days have come— 
The saddest ot the year; 

For cleaning paints and scrubbing floors, 
And scouring far and near, 

SAL. SODA, CON. LYE and POTASH, 

PAINTS, OILS, VARNISHES, PARIS 

and LONDON WHITING, GLUE, 

ULTRAMARINE BLUE, INDIA 

RED, BRUNSWICK, PARIS 

and CHROME GREEN, 

WaiTEwAsH BRUSHES, 

NITURE PoLisH. 

R. D. McARTHUR, Medical Hall, 
ST, JOHN, N. B. 

Dispensing of P Prescriptions. 
Special Attention is Given to 
this very important branch. 

' Medicines of Standardized Strength used. | 
| By this means reliable articles will be supplied, and 
| in each case compounded by a competent person. 

B= Prices low. .&% 

WM. B. McVEY, 
Dispensing Chemist, 185 Union Street. 

Fresh Roll Butter, Cream, Eggs 
MILK AND BUTTERMILK, 

we AT THE === 

0AK FARM DAIRY BUTTER STORE, 
12 CHARLOTTE STREET. 

ADIES and GENTLEMEN desirous of obtain- 
ing a thorough knowledge of Shorthand and 

SIPS vin. and an acquaintance with the duties 
of a business amanuensis, should enter for our even- 
ing courses—in session every evening (Saturdays 
excepted), Tto 9. Apply to 

J. HARRY PEPPER, 
Conductor of Shorthand Department, 

St. John Business College and Shorthand Institute. 

BUSINESS MEN, 
CRUIKSHANK'’S DINNERS 

Are the Best 

A AND CHEAPEST IN THE CITY. 

The best the market affords always on hand 

P. A. CRUIKSHANK, 
p 49 Germain Street, 

Opposite Market Building. pure 

| CLOCKS, RUGS, PICTURES, 
Silver-Plated Ware and Fancy Goods, 

FROM 

JONES, - - The Installment Man, 
36 DOCK STREET. 

Flour and Feed Store. 
Wheat, Floor, Buckwheat, 

RYE, CORN, OATS, BRAN, SHORTS, 

|. + From the best mills. Always on hand. 

| R. & F. 8S. FINLEY, 
‘ - 8ydnBy Street. 

blood by a thorough and persistent course | 

| 

INDIANTOWN, ST. JOHN, N. B. | 

| 
| WILL REMOVE 

And fo do this Successfully yon require ; 

SroxGes, and Fur- 

CREAM CHIPS. CREAM CHIPS, 

| Together with Red, Long Late, Alsike and | 

HAROLD 

HAROLD GILBERT, 

Wilton Carpets, 

Brussels Carpets, 

Tapestry Carpets, all qualities, 

GILBERT, 
Carpet 2 Furniture Warerooms, 

New SPRING STOCK 
NOW ON EXHIBITION. 

Wool Carpetings, 

Union Carpetings, 

Oilcloths and Linoleums, 

CORNICE POLES. 
Lace Curtains comprising many 

Novelties. 

RUGS, MATS AND MATTINGS, 
AND A FULL ASSORTMENT OF 

Household Hwurniture, 
ALL AT BOTTOM PRICES. 

- - = 54 King Street. 

CIGAR FACTORY 

TO 

217 and 219 Union Street, 
THIS MONTH. 

| 
| 

The most delicious Confectionery in the market, 

20 CENTS PER LB. 
Be AT SS 

HUGH P. KERR, - - King and Dock Sts. 
—— ALSO — 

Try KERR'S COUGH TABLETS and BUTTER SCOTCH, in 5c. Packages. 

ALWAYS ox HAND! Encourage Home Manufacture. 

MARITIME VARNISH AND WHITE LEAD WORKS 
JAMES ROBERTSON, 

Manufacturer of all kinds of VARNISHES and JAPANS, WHITE LEAD, COLORED 
and LIQUID PAINTS and PUTTY. 

I= Fictrory— CORNER OF CHARLOTTE AND SHEFFIELD STREETS. 
Office and Warehouse: ROBERTSON’S New Building, Corner Union and Mill Streets, 

WILLIAM GREIG, Manager. 
St.John, N. B. 

Children’s Hats Caps. 
“LITTLE LORD FAUNTLEROY” 

Is the newest and prettiest style for Children's wear. We are making this CAP in 
various colors of Plushes, to order, and for stock. 

THE NATTY “YACHTER” in Cloth or Plush, with any design, such as CrowN 
or ANCiHOR, worked in Bullion, is another favorite. 

Other StaxpARD STYLES —}The “ MIDDY,” “JOCKEY,” etc., are constantly 
on hand, or made at short notice. 

MANKS & CO. 57 King Street. 

gE Gorbell Art Store, 207 Union Street, 

Mantel Mirrors. 
17%" PICTURE FRAMING A SPECIALTY. 

PICTURE FRAMING 
A SPECIALTY. 

J EIN IN I IN G32,171 Union Street. 
IZ OIL PAINTINGS, AWAY DOWN. 

PERFORATED SHOW CASES, 
TOILET PAPER, IN 

IN ROLLS. NICKEL, 
or WALNUT. 

LeB. 
ROBERTSON, 

154 PRINCE WM. STREET, 

ST. JOHN, N. B. 

PRINTING STAMPS WHITE 

OF EVERY ENAMELED 
DESCRIPTION. LETTERS. 

BANJO INSTRUCTION 
MR. FRANK DINSMORE 

will give instruction on the Banjo, at 

No. 40 SIMONDS STREET, PORTLAND, 
OR AT PUPILS’ RESIDENCES. 

ONTOS ss» 5 ssasas snpsnnd $8 per Quarter. 

Inquire at C. FLOOD & SONS. 

“MOORITS 
Almond and Cucumber Cream, 

mm FOR = 

SOFTENING AND BEAUTIFYING THE SKIN. 

It will cure Chapped Hands, Face and Lips. 
It cools the skin when hot, dry or painful from 

exposure to sun or wind, or heated y exercise. 
t removes Tan, Pimples® Scaly Eruptions and 

Blackheads, and keeps the complexion clear and 
brilliant. 
An excellent application after shaving. 

PRICE 25 CENTS A BOTTLE. 
Sample bottles, 10 cents. 

Prepared by G. A. MOORE, 
DRUGGIST, 

169 Brussels St. cor. Richmond. 

EVERYBODY SHOULD HAVE IT 

The Brunswick Patent Flush Valre 
has now been over 18 months in use in a 
number of the best dwellings throughout 
the city, and in every instance gives the 
very best of satisfaction. It is the only 
water closet valve that thoroughly washes 
out the closet and leaves the trap full of 
clean water, thereby preventing bad smell 
in the house. Parties about making sani- 
tary alterations would do well to see this 
valve before having their work done. Ap- 
ply to THOS. CAMPBELL, 

Plumber and Gasfitter, 
79 GERMAIN STREET. 

A NICE LOT OF 

PERFUMES, 
In Bulk, 

JUST RECEIVED AT 

T. A. CROCKETTS, 
162 Princess, Cor, Sydney Street. 

. DAVID CONNELL, 
Livery and Boarding Stables, Sydney St 

Horses Boarded on reasonable terms. 

A= Horses and Carriages on hire. Fine Fit-outs 
at sLort notice. 
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