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ANGELS, OR OTHERWISE?

ONE VIEW OF A MATTER ON WHICH
PEOPLE ARE NOT AGREED.

A Man who Believes that Visions of the Sick
and Dying are Not Mere Delusions — He
Also Intimates that the Prayers of the
Righteous Will Bring Rain.

Is PrOGRESS getting too progressive?
Is it gently inserting the thin edge of an
agnostic propaganda ? lIs it destined to
be the future vehicle of “‘free thought,” in
what is known as the unpleasant sense of
the word? Its friends answer hopefully,
“No,” and even emphatically, “No!”
They fondly look to see it the steadfast
upholder of generally accepted truth and
the friend of religion and social institutions
founded upon the same. The pens that
busily ply for it, often freely, for its own
sake, have hitherto given many a stroke
“mightier” than a *“‘sword’s” on behalf of
the oppressed and weak, and against
hypocrisy, high-handedness, riot, lust and
pride. The founts of its inspiration have
been found of pure, generous, vigorous
quality, unmixed with any corrosive ele-
ment of idle scoffing, and untainted with
Upon these
lines there is a great work before it.  But
how dreadful if justice should develop into
“bullying,” plain speech into impertinence,
freedom of thought into light handling of

germs of insidious unbelief.

those beliefs which make life bright and |

bearable to poor, weary, triecd men and ;

women. Dear Proaress, bear with
friend’s anxieties and searchings of heart !
You like to make us, parsons and all, “‘see

You are too

"

ourselves as ithers see us.
good-natured not to let us say, many eyes
are on you,and see you in a hght you may,
in the rush of effort and action, not always

clearly recollect.

There is a “Thomas” among your
honored company—no offence to him.

Perhaps a ““Thomas” is a needful member,
or an unavoidable member, of every con-
clave, human or divine. So it seems to
have been. So will it doubtless be. So
it is. Thomas wrote a few weeks ago, a
perplexed allocution to us all, on prayer.
When we felt the drought a burden, we
prayed to from it, and
“Thomas” was shocked to see the impetu-
If there had been a

fog, or a

be released
osity of the answer.
tender drizzle, or a good square
few showers by way of a feeler, the matter
might have passed. But such a downpour
was ‘‘too thin.” The clergy were trying
to come it over their innocent hearers.
They must be “‘adapted to the needs of
the nineteenth Though the
church and the Bible say pray, though
reason would say pray, and a belief in
Providence the same, still we want you to
understand that don’t think
prayers, or anybody else’s had, or could

century.”

we your
have, anything to do with it whatever.
And this week ““Thomas” is to the fore,
because some poor man thought he saw
angels hovering over him. Ie hastens to
assure us that such a thing could net be,
that to think such a thing could be is
necessarily superstition, and that such a
belief is opposed to practical christianity.
The christian church, or nine tenths of it,
has lately been keeping the festival of S.
Michael or All Angels. She has put it into
the mouths of her children to say, *‘Grant
that as Thy Holy Angels alway do Thee
service in heaven, so by Thy appointment
they may succour and defend us upon earth.”

Yet if a dying person is vouchsafed a |

a glimpse of those helpers and protectors
near him, he must be, according to **Thomas”
suffering a mere illusion of the brain.

Mind, I am not saying, in this special
istance, that the man really did see what
he thought he did. It may have been as
“‘Thomas” says. But it is out of his power
to prove, unless he rejects the Christian
Revelation—and the Jewish for that matter
—that the vision was not a veritable one;
and he asserts a good deal more than he
has a rignt to, when he deals with such ap-
paritions in the particular fashion he
chooses to adopt. Christianity is founded
on *‘solid facts” without a doubt, but those
facts are testified to, and manifested by a
cloud of visions. From beginning to end
the bible is a history of angelic interpositions
and visitations. At the creation angels!
at the institution of the olden dispensations
angels ! at times in the lives of all the
Patriarchs and prophets, angels ! At the
annunciation, angols! at the nativity,
angels! in the agony, angels! at the
resurrection, angels! at the ascension
angels !

The parables and teachings of Christ are
full of teachings on the angels. In the life
of S. Peter an angel appeared to him, and
delivered him from prison. His friends
said when he came home, “‘Itis his angel !”
S. Stephen, in his dying agony, cried, ‘I
see heaven opened !” Was that an illusion ?
In the parable we are told that the soul of
Lazarus was carried by the *‘angels” into
Abraham’s bosom. There is also the direct
statement: ‘‘Are they not all ministering
spirits sent forth to minister to them which
shall be heirs of salvation.”

Surely itis not one of the *‘adaptations ”
to the ‘‘needs of the nineteenth century,”
that we must believe all this to be an *‘illu-
sion” or worse ?

But ‘“ Thomas” tells us the doctors say
so, and I suppose he would add: * If the
doctor says so it must be so.” But such
things do not lie within the scope of ordin-
ary M. D’s. Even within their legitimate
bounds they are often wrong.

Doctors have been frequently known to
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pronounce patients unconscious, and after-

' wards it has been shown that the latter

heard every whisper and felt every touch.
Doctors have pronounced the soul departed
from the body when it was still within its
fleshly prison bars, Doctors have said that
men have no souls, an1 that all their spirit-

ual hopes and aspirations were ** illusions ”

| . .
' and phantasies of the ¢¢ brain.”

But look a moment at Thomas's reason-
ing. He begins by saying that the gentle-
man who saw the vision was a good and
holy man, and adds that *‘if ever a man
deserved to be welcomed by the angels
it was he.” Then he admits that there is
one condition at least of a man being likely
to see angels by genuine goodness. Now
the proverb has it * good people are
scarce,” and I suppose ** Thomas” is not
disposed to dispute the truth of the ‘ saw.”
Then comparitively few people will see
angels—if angels are seen. Yet further
down he remarks, ““The very fact that such
instances are not very common, would be
enough to shake belief in them.”

And again, where the mass of people are
believing Christians, and where so many die
of ordinary diseases like fevers and con-
sumption—which diseases are prone to
phantasies—it would be expected that there
would be a great many who would see such
visions. Whereas there are very few. I
am not apologising for Christianity. I am
only endeavouring to shew that ‘“Thomas”
in his eagerness for ‘‘doubting” has pressed
his point beyond bounds, and while he is
quite assured, may be quite mistaken. On
the testimony of revealed religion, he may
be mistaken, and his ‘‘evidences” carried
into other matters might carry him further
than he would like to follow.

Neither am I accounting for the event—
if true—or giving a practical reason for
apparition. Why should ““Thomas™ or I
be expected to give a reason for every act
or movement of Divine Omnipotence ?

One wiser and more gifted than either of

us said, *“There are more things in heaven
and earth than are dreamed ot in our phil-
osophy, Horatio.” (I believe the name
comes before, but never mind, I am a little
excited) !

I cannot tell why one good man is rich
and another poor, but I know it is so. 1
cannot say why one has abundant happi-
ness and another boundless misery, but so
I have found it “‘under the sun.”

One man has a gift of poetry, another of
painting, another of music, another of
magnetism and mesmerism. The gift of
seeing visions has been, and is, given (I
believe so, and from experience) to some,
though why I may not be able to say.

Can any.hing be done for ¢ Thomas?”
Do you think it would be pessible to
““arrange” a convincing little ghost for his
benefit? Or if, dear editor, you are a
friend of his, as no doubt you are, can you
not introduce him to some charming lady
acquaintance who would prove to him by
analogy that there may be angels in heaven
as there are on earth, and so soften his un-
believing heart.

It is true there is an abuse of visions now-
a-days. The appearances we are sometimes
asked to believe in are false and supersti-
tious enough. But it seems a pity to go to
the exireme of casting doubt upon what is
at least warp of Holy Writ, and which be-
ing rent out would leave but rags of the
fabric. NoeL PiLrim.

If you want a situation, invest 10 ccnts
in ‘“ Progress’’ want.

THEY DO NOT LOVE WATER. ‘

But for All That, They Don’t Want to be
Totally Deprived of It.

The typical small boy, who lies night
after night in his little white bed, dreaming
sweet dreams of & possible paradise where
soap is not, and washing is unheard of—
where the dreaded ordeal of the Saturday
night's tub is merely a disagreeable mem-
ory, and a boy’s ears are permitted to re-
main in a state of nature, as far as dirt is
concerned. This small boy, I say, had
better come to Moncton, not ‘‘in June,”
but now, in October. Here will he find
the Mecca of his dreams! and say with a
long sigh of utter content, like the “Lotus
Eaters,” ““Here will we rest; we will not
wander more.”

Not a small boy, or girl either, was ad-
mitted to the order of the bath, in our
town, last Saturday night, and for the ex-
cellent reason that there was nothing to
bathe them in. For milk has risen a cent
a quart, ‘‘on account of the scarcity of
water,” the milkmen say, and the rigid en-
forcement of the Scott act has made
whiskey unattainable.

Indeed there were parents-so opposed to
the introduction of alcoholic stimulants in-
to the human system that they would have
objected to immersing their off-spring in
the - ardent fluid, even as a cleansing
medium, lest haply they might ““take it in
at the pores,” like the celebrated Mr.
L.adle, and become confirmed drunkards,
literally as well as figuratively soaking
themselves in the flowing bowl. But these
were mainly members of the W. C. T. U.
In the words of some of our popular
novelists, ‘To render myself intelligible, I
must go back at least three days.”

Last Friday, a wave ot fish swept over
Moncton. Friday was a singularly ap-
propriate day for such an occurrence, and
never before in the history of the town had
fish been so cheap. The very poorest
people had them by the quart, and fish
patties were at a discount. Everyone who
had a tap in his kitchen had fish in abund-
ance, and great was the harvest for the
plumbers. No cold snap in winter could
begin to compare with it. The fish were
so eager to escape from their prison that
they crowded together by the dozen in the
water pipes and perished in the conflct, so
that golden store poured into the coffers of
the indigent plumber for removing the
bodies of the slain.

Now when the citizens awakened on Sat-
urday morning there were no mcre fish,
neither was there any water, and those

humble christians who are in the habit of

washing themselves bewailed loudly, and
vowed vengeance upon the water company,
while those who were not in the habit pre-
served their usual equanimity and advised
moderation.

Property owners who possessed wells

padlocked them with unassuming prompti-
tude, and a water famine was proclaimed.
The supply was cut off from the sugar re-
finery and the railway, and the awful news
went forth that the reservoir had given out,
and until spring we should buy water by
the quart.

Nothing is ever quite as bad, however,
as we thought it was going to be, and by
Sunday morning the diligent householder
who was up betimes caugtt little drops of
water in a pail placed under the tap. On
Monday a thin stream issued languidly from
the pipes, and now, with economy and rain
—we shall be able to get enough water to
prevent the water mark from rising too high
above the immaculate whiteness ot the shirt
collar. -
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The Mutual Life

INSURANCE COMPANY
e () e

NEW YORK. |

RICHARD A. McCURDY, President,

Has received from its policy holders in Cash from
February, 1843, to January 1st, 1889,

$337,951,415.

It has paid to policy holdcrs, in Cash, during the '
same period,

$272,481.339.

And now holds for future payments

Over $126,000.000.
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E.J. SHELDON, J.B. MaAcALPINE,
ROBERT M ARSHALL, S. H. GALBRAITII,

Special Agents.

J. HERBERT WRIGHT,

General Agent for New Brunswick, 99 PrINCE
WILLIAM STREET, St. John, N.

L

OF CANADA.

Head Office, - - - - - - - Toronto.
Authorized Capital,- - - $500,000.00
SIR LEONARD TILLEY, C.B,, K.CM.G,,----.. President,
HENRY S. HOWLAND, Esq-----«v-veet Vice-President,

(President Imperial Bank of Canada.)

WitLiam H. HowrLaNp and IHENrY LyEg, General
Managers. :

THE BANK OF MONTREAL:.cevsesesssannns Bankers.
BRANCH OFFICE for the Maritime Provinces:

120 Prince William Street, St. John, N. B.

ADVISORY BOARD:

The President of the Co. (Chairman)...... St. John.
Hon. A. F. Randolph...coeeiniiiinans Fredericton
John D. Chipman, Esq......ccc.oueee. .St Stephen.
e mm———  gesssesecsssscescesssssens St. John.
Messrs. BARKER & BELYEA......o.vvvnnnn Solicitors
F.S. SHABPE..coocosccscsccoccscs Branch Manager.

The company accepts legal Trusts of every des.
cription; acts as Executor, Administrator, Trustee,
Guardian, Receiver and Assignee; as Agent or Attorney
for the transaction of business; the Management of
Estates, the Collection of Rents, Bills Notes and other

Buys and Sells Stocks and Bonds on Commission, etc.

at the office, or will be sent to any address.
&5~ CORRESPCNDENCE INVITED.

The ENGRAVING

tens made from

FLORENCE

They make a most
durable and fashion

Wear.

Sent to any address
on receipt of $2. Col-
ors—black, navy blue,
and brown.  Three
other patterns, $1.75,
$1.65, and $1.50 each.

FLORENCE HOME

1889,

structing you in Net-

and Embroidery, eac
subject fully illustra-
ted, sent by mail for 6
cents in stamps,

GERARD G. RUEL,

(LL. B. Harvard,)

BARRISTER, Etc.

3 Pugsley’s Building, - - St. John, N. B.

THE IMPERIAL TRUSTS CO.

Securities; Negotiates Loans for Municipalities and |
other Corporations ; Makes Investments and Realizes |
upon them for clients; Loans Money on’Real Estate; |

Pamphlets containing full information may be had |

PLORENCE SILK MITTENS.

shows latest style Mit- |

KNITTING SILK,

lined throughout, wrist |
and back, with silk. |

able articie for Ladies’ |

NEEDLE WORK |

contanis 96 pages, in- |

ting, Knitting. Tnuini: |
)

CORTICELLISILK CO., §T. JOHN'S, P.Q.

RETURN PIPES
RETURN PI®ES

*DRY
179

PITTS

{REY FI,.:\.\’.\'EL\', from 12cts. per yard;
X

LADIES’ and

1

THE BEST!

MOST POWERFUL'!
MOST ECONOMICAL!

——FOR ——

Heating Public = Private Buildings.

G. & E. BLAI{E?
AGENTS,

UNION STREET,

SAINT JOHN, N. B,

-~
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The Following Goods Just Opened

are offered at the very Lowest Prices for Cash only, at

GOODS STORE,
UNION STREET 179,

WIIITE AND UNBLEACHED SWANSDOWNS;
CRETONNES AND TURKEY FURNITURE COTTONS;
TICKINGS, COLORED CANTON FLANNELS;
BLACK and WHITE and MEDIUM GREY CAMBRICS;
FANCY REVERSIBLE ENGLISH CAMBRICS;
DRESS GOODS, CORSETS, RIBBONS;

CHILDREN'S CASHMERE HOSIERY ; also,

HEAVY MAKE ALL-WOOL HOSE;

F’
-

offer a special lot of BEST ENGI
or WarLes, LiLy axp Beapep Pa

W

quality, but wishing to clear out the line wil
o

CLARKE, KERR & THORNE,

60 and 62 Prince William Street.

BLACK AND COLORED MITTS,

etc., etc.

+ Other Goods to arrive in a few days will be announced when opened. &7

Special Lot of Plated Forks, ete.

o
JISH SPOONS AND FORKS, in Prixce
rreuns.  These goods we guarantee best
] sell at COST PRICE.

Dr.A.F.EMERY,

OFFICE:

50 WATERLOO STREET,

(Formerly Dr. A. Alward’s oflice,)
SAINT JOHN, N. B.

50c. A WEEK.
' Lounges, Tables;

Wringers, Hanging Lamps ;
Pictures, Plated Ware.

F. A. JONES, 34 Dock Street.
DR.

| SCOTT’S
‘Electric Hair Curler.

ADIES who wish to quickly Bang, (‘rimr or
4 Curl the Hair, by a new method, should have
| one of these new inventions.

For sale by

A. CHIPMAN SMITH & CO.,
Chitione Detess:

LADIES and GENTLEMEN desirous of obtain-
ing a thorough knowledge of Shorthand and

| Type-writing and an acquaintance with the duties
08 a business amanuensis, should enter for our even-
ing courses—in session every evening (Saturdays

| excepted), Tto 9. Apply to

" J. HARRY PEPPER,

| Conductor of Shorthand Department,
St.John Busincss College and Shorthand Institute

" CAFE ROYAL,
Domville Building,
‘Corner King and Prince Wim. Sireets.

MEALS SERVED AT ALL HOURS.
DINNER A SPECIALTY

Pool Room in Connection,

\VILLIAI\[ CLARK.

~ BUSINESS MEN,
CRUIKSHANK'S DINNERS

Are the Best
&% AND CHEAPEST IN THE CITY.
The best the market affords always on hand

P. A. CRUIKSHANK,
49 Germain Street,

‘ _(_)»ppoglint,e” Market Building.

S. R. FOSTER & SON,

MANUFACTURERS OF

STEEL and NAILS’

IRON-CUT

And SPIKES, TACKS, BRADS,
SHOE NAILS, HUNGARIAN NAILS, Ete.

ST. JOHN, N. B.

S ————————

COOK STOVES,
PARLOR STOVES.

PRICES LOW,

J. HORNCASTLE & C0..: :

[ndianfown.




