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10 DANCE OR NOT DANCE 
A QUESTION ON WHICH PEOPLE 

Opinions on Both Sides — The Point of 

View Taken by Some Christians — One 

who Thinks the Recreation Right, and 

Another who Considers it Wrong. 

It appears to me that the question of 

dancing should be looked at without refer- 

ence to what David did or did not. We 

are here to judge for ourselves what is best 

for our own good. Noah drank wine and 

got drunk, but wine is recommended to 

others in the sacred rit, so that it is inex- 

pedient to formulate any rule of action on 

the authority of isolated cases in Bible | 

history. 

I do not dance and never 

but this is not because I believe it to be 

wrong. 

have danced, | 

To my mind, it is simply a misuse | 

of time which might be better employed. | 

It appears to me that men and women who | 

meet together tor an hour or two can find 

more pleasant and profitable ways of 
. . *. . . | 

spending their time than by whirling each 

other around the floor. 

telligent people ought not to confess that 

they have to dance to make the time pass 

I can understand agreeably. Of course, 

A gathering of in- | 

on duty, and the whole attitude of our 

how people of feeble intellectual powers | 

find dancing a blessing, to fill what would 

be an awkward gap if they had 

upon what they could talk about to beguile 

each other. Jt was probably for such peo- 

ple that dancing was originally designed, 

just as cards were invented to amuse a half | 

idiotic king of France. 

to rely | 

Dancing, like any other recreation, may | 
be made a thing of evil, but as there is 

abused, 1 do not agree with those who 

argue against it on this ground. I contend 

that to the pure all things are pure; that 
the good can dance and remain good, 

while the bad will be bad whether they 

dance or not. 

the purest women of this or any other time 

It is an insult to many of 

to urge that dancing is of itself immoral. 

I think, however, that an earnest Chris- 

tian can find other and more profitable 

ways of employing the time than by danc- 

ing, card playing, 

silly games in which the orthodox see no 

harm. 

Christians, but who wish to improve their 

their tastes. minds and refine 

dancing as a recreation is poor way of 

utilizing the at best brief time allotted to 
us on earth. 

If, however, my neighbors wish to dance, 

it is not for me to censure them or cry out 

that I am better than they. 

of taste. 1 may do many other things in 

which, as a matter of conscience, there will 

be more sin than in dancing, and yet no 
one will consider them sins in the abstract. 

If one engages in dancing simply as a re- 
with creation, and a pure 

conscience cannot accuse him. 

form of exercise, ask the blessing of Heaven 

upon him in what he is about to do. Is 

heart, his | 

Nay, | 

in that event he can, as with any other | 

. cheery tone bade Us welcome, and after 
no good gift on this earth that may not be | |, . 

© o ‘ | We had got settled down for the evening, 

| asked what was going on, as he had not 

"informed him, that, as is usual, the un- 

| the Union Club had been opened to its 

or even playing the | 

So can people who are not earnest | 

Habitual | 

| of the sheriff. 

| their houses will be carried out, for it cer- 

It is a matter | 

not this a good test of the right or wrong | 
in individual cases? WALLACE. 

CHRISTIANS SHOULD AVOID IT. 

So Says One to Whom it Used to Be a 

Great Delight, 

Allow me to make a few remarks to 

““A Lover of Liberty.” First, let me ask 

you, are you a Christian or merely a pro- 

fessing one? If one, and I sincerely hope 
you are, do you feel that you are worship- 

ing God when dancing in a ball room? 

Can you feel that God, who is a searcher 

of the heart is approving and accepting 

your form of worship? If you are sure 
that by indulging in such an amusement, 

you are adding to the happiness of others | 

and lightening the labor of many, why, 
dance by all means, but remember that 

“‘GGod is a spirit, and they that worship him 

must worship him in spirit and in truth.” 

I do no speak from inexperience, for 

until now, dancing has always been to me | 
simply a delightful amusement, and one | 

that I have indulged in from my earliest | 

childhood, hailing every invitation to a 

“social dance” with delight, but 

once have sacred thoughts come to me 

under the influence of a ‘‘dreamy waltz,” 

or while dancing an exciting galop. If I 

thought at all it was to realize what a 

delightful time I was having, and to breathe 

never | 

| question from the every-day common sense 

a regret that it was so soon to end. Ido 

not assert that others felt as I did. There | 

may have been some ‘‘Lovers of Liberty” 

there who were thanking God for the in- 

nate desire for dancing, for mirth and joy. 

To these I would say, ‘‘Whatsoever ye do 

in word or deed, do all in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to the Father 

by him.” Can the “Lover of Liberty” 

honestly feel that he is carrying out this 

special teaching of the Bible when dancing? 

Is he following in the footsteps of him who 

hath said, ‘Redeem the time because the 

days are evil.” 
It is not necessary to wear long faces 

and to carry an air of solemnity with us 
because we do not approve of dancing. 1 

do not deny that there are some Christians 

who seem to think it a sin to be happy, and 
almost a crime to enjoy life. To such I 

would say, “‘I am sorry for you. You miss 
a great deal of pleasure, and by your 
gloomy views rob others from being able 
to say, ‘Rejoice always.” 

I think God means us to be happy, and 
enjoy life as much as possible, but we are 
also to be ‘“‘zealous of good works,” and 
although we might be able to attend a 

| Senator, 

social dance, or even a ball, still there are 

those: who might receive harm by becom- 
ing too fond of gaiety, and so be led into 
stronger temptations. We are not re- 
sponsible to God for ourselves alone. We 

are our brothers’ keepers, and ‘‘Wherefor 
if meat make my brother to offend, I will 

cat no flesh while the world standeth, lest 

I make my brother to offend.” 
Can you dance, if by dancing you make 

your brother to offend? Can you under- 
take the responsibility of giving an account 

of that soul to God? No! “Take heed 

lest this ‘liberty’ of yours becomes a stum- 

bling block to them that are weak.” 

True Liserty. 

THE THYCKKE FOGGE PAPERS. 

The Sage Descants on the Scott Act and 

High License Question, 

When First of Us and a few more of the | 

regular contingent dropped in on the cus- 

found sitting in his usual arm chair and | 

evidently in a contemplative mood, for his 

face showed signs of thought, his pipe was | 

unlit, his glass and glasses were alike not 

Honorable friend was that of deep and 

serious consideration. Third of Us, who 

Las the gift of doing all sorts of odd things 
without being sworn at by his victims, 

came behind the sage, put lus hands over 

his eyes and bade him say who it was. 

“A question easily answered,” said Our 

host, ‘‘for there is but one of the Wednes- 

day club that would take such a liberty.” 

The Sage looked at Us, and in his usual 

been out of the house all the week. We 

expected had happened, and the doors of 

members. 

“] am glad of that,” remarked the 
“for now a whole battalion ot 

wandering orphans will have a home. 1 

never saw such a dismal, woe-begone 

crowd as the Union men have been for the 

last fortnight. club, 

though, I must confess I myself do not see 

Apropos ot the 

the connection. What a nice time they are 

having in the Capital with the proprietors 
of the only hotels that a man can possibly 

put up at, under invitation to be the guests 

I hope that the threats of 

Messrs. Edwards and Coleman to close 

tainly wants some such stringent measures 

to bring the Scott Act fanatics to their 

senses ; and I fancy the loss of the summer 

travel, with the expenditure of money inci- 

dent thereto, will have more weight in 

bringing about a repeal of the ridiculous 

measure referred to than anything else I 

know of. The 

arrived, nor can one fix a date for the end 

millenium has not yet 

of the world, so then it is folly for a few 

people, no matter how well-meaning they 
may be, to endeavor to legislate against a 

man’s appetite. Think you that the incar- 

ceration of the genial host of the Queen 
will lessen the consumption of tangle-foot 

in Fredericton? Wait till the drive comes 

in, and you will see just as many drunken 

men as if the bars were open publicly. My 

experience has been that, in any locality, 

high license is preferable to prohibition ; 

but the temperance folks never appear to 

see that. Now, look at the matter sensi- 

bly : there is no doubt that a great portion 

of the national and civic revenues comes 

from the duties and other charges on 

liquor. Well, is it not better for a city 

to charge a high license, and thus increase 

its income, than to have the Scott Act in 

force, which, instead of being a source of 

revenue is really a bill of expense? If a 

high license force the 

liquor dealers themselves become in a 

measure detectives, simply because they 

can not afford to have their business cut 

into by men who are selling without license, 

I know that some of my lady friends who 
are active supporters of the W. C. T. U., 

and kindred societies will hold up their 

hands in holy horror at this expression of | 
my sentiments, but I am confident that 

these men and women who look at the 

system is in 

view will agree with me, and would in every 

case vote against any such measure as the 

Scott Act, which when all is said was 

merely brought out by its promoter as an 

election dodge.” 

Several of Us impartially emphasised and 
agreed with the Sage’s remarks, by taking 
a small allowance of very excellent cordial 

and departed feeling more than ever con- 

vinced that Our entertainer had a great 

head. h 

Will Try Again. 

Mrs. Highflyer— What's the 
Henry ? You look downhearted. 
Mr. Highflyer—I am almost discouraged. 

I have failed three times and am not inde- 
pendently wealthy yet. 

Mrs. Highflyer—Well, dear, fail again. 
You will succeed eventually.— Munsey's 
Weekly. 

matter, 

VOTING. 

I at each polling booth would see 

A pair of balances, 

That for its weight each vote might be 

Accounted more or less. 

While vote of knave squares vote of saint, 

And fool’s vote vote of sage, 

A weak and selfish government 

Must be our heritage. 

Marreew Ricaey Knient. 

Benton, New Brunswick. 
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| tomary night of meeting, the Senator was | 

ATHLETICS IN MONCTON. 
THE AMATEUR ASSOCIATION AND 

ITS RECORD THUS FAR. 

It was Organized for the Amusement of the 
Young Men, but it Amuses More than Its 

Members—The Boys have had Fun in their 
Own Way, and Paid for It. 

Moncton, like every other town of any 

pretension, has, of course, an athletic as- 

sociation, listen to my tale of woe. 
And now at this sweet season of gladness, 

when the birds that Chaucer so loved are 

beginning to sing, and the trout are awaken- 

ing from their winter sleep in the soft, if 

rather chilly bed of their chosen stream, 
and springing cheerily into the air after 

imaginary as well as artificial flies. When 

the masculine mine is popularly, or to be 

more correct poetically, supposed to turn | 
| to thoughts of love, and the feminine fancy 

turns with awful certainty to housecleaning. 

| At this time of general rejoicing I say the 

association has arisen from its 

winter sleep and shaken itself like a giant 

refreshed with slumber! 

have to yawn and stretch for some time 

and while it is going through those neces- 

sary exercises, it strikes me that a brief re- 

view of its past career of usefulness and 

 ~] 

readers of ProGrEss, because it has been 

to say the the least, eventful. 

The Moncton Amateur Athletic associa- 

base ball straight. Well, chacun a son 

gout, and it my taste does not incline 

toward base ball, I suppose it is my own 

fault. If you can stand another French 
quotation, C'est un vrai panier perce. 1 
haven't got any to burn in mine, so I can 

afford to give my views, at least, for the 

public good. 
GEOFFREY CUTHBERT STRANGE. 

HOW NEWS IS GOT. 

A Form of Interview Which Can be Used 

in a Variety of Instances. 

Whether the public cares very much how 

the newspaper reporters get the news they 

print every day, will probably always 

remain a disputed question. Some news- 
papers publish more about the way in- 

formation is secured than they do about 

the matter itself, while others are content 

to merely state the plain unvarnished 

facts. The systematic way in which some 

‘reporters go about their work, however, 

Of course it will | 

cannot fail to prove interesting. 
An accident occurred in a newspaper 

office the other day. An enterprising re- 

porter was on the scene immediately. 
. . . ‘. . | : yet ere it will get itself into working order, | Leaning his arm on the counter andgsend- 

"ing a whiff of cigar smoke in the direction 

grandeur might prove interesting to the | g g 

tion first came into existence nearly two | 

years ago, and it was understood to be an 

organization, the aim and object of which 

was to healthful amusement and 

necessary exercise to the young men of 

afford 

Moncton. Everybody felt that a step in the | 

right direction had been taken, and the | 

association would fill a long felt and crying 

want. 

deed, and it cried a good deal. 
The first year there was not very much 

done beyond looking about for a suitable 

ground to purchase, and —quite naturally 
We all —something to purchase it with. 

know that very little can be accomplished | 

without the sinews | in this weariful world 

It proved to be a crying want, in- | 

of the person nearest him he proceeded 

to paralyze him with questions something 

after this style: 
«Accident here, wasn't there?” 

wud 1 Fg 

“Who got hurt ?" 

“Smith.” 

“That’s the boss pressman 

“ro.” 

““What’s his first name ?” 

“John.” 

“Badly hurt ?” 

“Pretty bad; got his fingers in between 

two rollers.” 

“Y es—in the press or folder?” 

“The folder.” 

“How many fingers ?” 

“Three.” 

““All hurt about the same, or one worse 

| than the other ?” 

of war; so the noble-minded citizens and | 

citizenesses banded together and held a | 

bazaar, the like of which had never been 

seen in our town before for magnificence, | 

and the memory of which still surrounds 

the ancient roller rink like a sort of halo, | 

even as the scent of the roses is supposed 

And gold to hang round a broken vase. 

flowed into the coffers of 

| 

the athletic asso- | 

ciation, and made the hearts of its mem- 

bers glad. 

So they put it in bank, and by and by 

they bought a piece of land, like the man 

in the Bible, and they tried it and found 

that it was a very good bargain and quite 

worth a large outlay ; so they set to work at 

once and began by putting a nice mortgage 

on it and lots of improvements till it was 

really a valuable piece of property by the 

time the winter came. 

Then last summer they were all ready to | 
| 

begin work, and they began by engaging a 

band of professionals to play base ball for 

them. Like the eastern potentates who 

wonder that Europeans who can afford it 

don’t hire someone to do their dancing for 

them. They found it more amusing to 

look on while professionals played than to 

take the trouble of playing themselves; so 

they paid from 15 to 20 dollars a week to 

no less than seven giants of the profession, 

for pitching, catching, ete., and the mem- 

bers of the M. A. A. Association sat 

contentedly on the grand stand and smoked 

their cigars, chatted with their lady friends, 

and thought what a lovely thing it was to 

belong to an athletic club. 3 

Messrs. Wagg, Larrabee, Doe, Web- 

ster, Soule, and Burns, thought it was a 
lovely thing too, so everybody was satis- 

fied, and if a few discontented spirits who 

had the bad taste not to care for base 

ball, varied by a game of ball, or just 

simply ‘‘a game” for short, grumbled and 

said that when they joined the association 
it was on the distinct understanding that 

both cricket, quoits, la crosse, and tennis, 

were to be played, why no one took any 

notice of them. It was a free country, and 

of course, if they chose to be cranks and 

not attend the games they had perfect 

liberty to stay away and enjoy themselves 

in whatever way seemed best to them. 

Of course all this took a lot of money. 
You. can’t pay first-class men high salaries 

all summer and have much surplus over in 

the autumn. Somebody has to pay the 

piper while the others dance, and the 

logical result might easily have been for- 

seen, which is that the A. A. Association 

are not in as flourishing a condition as they 

might be. They have paid out a great 
deal of money, and for the life of me I 

can’t see what they have to show forit. I 

suppose that having eaten their cake they 

are sensible enough not to expect to haveit, 

too, because, you see, they had their fun 

in their own way, and got the worth of 

their money. This spring it was announced 

that matters would be differently arranged, 

and a large majority of us were looking 

hopefully forward to spirited games of la 
crosse, and a glorious tennis tournament, 

winding up—who knows ?—with a tennis 
ball, or a cricket match, which should ter- 

minate with the customary dance, when 

suddenly it is officially announced that the 

articles of agreement have not yet been 

definitely settled with the ball players for 

the coming season, which, of course, 
means, to those who are skilful in reading 

the signs of the times, another summer of 

“Can't tell.” 

“Where's he now ?” 

“(Gone to the doctor.” 

“What doctor ?” 

“Dr. Brown.” 

“Which Brown ?” 

“Dan Brown.” [Exit]. 

HOW TO PLANT TREES. 

Suggestions as to Methods and the Choice 

of Best Varieties. 

Yesterday was arbor day among the 

schools of this province, but as a good 

many prefer to wait until later in the 

spring to plant trees, the following hints 

from an exchange, may still be of interest: 

Time of Planting.—Trees should be 
planted in the spring and in holes in the 
ground. The holes should be hand made. 

' It it is not convenient to plant them in the 
spring, plant them in the backyard. 

Choice of Trees.—For school yards, 
green apple trees and switch birch are 
appropriate. 

fi such can be secured, it is better to 
use live trees. Dead trees seldom survive 

| transplanting. 
The gallows-tree is suitable for peniten- 

tiary enclosures. 
General Notes.—Genealogical trees re- 

quire a great deal of care. 
Spruce trees should be planted in pairs. 

Then they will not pine in loneliness. 
The sweet gum will not bear tutti frutti 

before its third year. 
When planting whiffle trees see that the 

roots are uninjured. 
Banana trees should be taken in every 

cool night and uy " the fire. 
Orange trees should not be planted be- 

fore July 12. 
Undertakers should plant box elders. 
Incurable debtors should plant will owes. 
Lovers will find tulip trees the correct 

thing. 
Shady trees are favored by disreputable 

citizens. 
The green apple tree is a favorite with 

small boys, doctors and funeral directors. 
(Coal dealers favor the ash; furriers, the 

fur ; sailors, the beech; and the man who 
has spent his substance for patent medi- 
cines, sycamore. 

Button wood trees should be planted 
in button holes. 

Plant chestnuts two miles deep. 

No Friend of His. 

“Who is that who wants to see me?” 
asked a very busy merchant of his servant. 
“I don’t know his name, but he says he 
was an old friend of your father’s.” “All 
right; you tell him that I am very sorry, 
but my father is dead.”—Zz. 

Never had a preparation a more appropriate 

name than Ayer’s Hair Vigor. When the capillary 

glands become enfeebled by disease, age, or neglect, 

this dressing imparts renewed life to the scalp, so 

that the hair assumes much of its youthful fullness 

and beauty.—Advt. 

DO NOT FINISH 
HOUSE CLEANING 
WITHOUT USING 

CHICKERING’S 

FURNITURE POLISH. 
TH POLISH is made from the receipt used by 

Chickering in polishing his celebrated Pianos 
and is superior to all others. It is clean and easily 
used, does not require as much rubbiug as ordinary 
Polishes, and leaves the Furniture Restholty free 
from tackiness, so common in other Polishes. 
Give this a trial and you will use no other. 

F. E. GRAIBE & CO., 
_Druggists and Apothecaries, 

35 KING STREET. 
SABBATH HOURS—9.30 to 10.45 a. me; 2to 4 and 7 

to 9 p.m. 
. 

THE “PLANET JR.” 
Combined Drill, Wheel Hoe, 

Cultivator and Plow, 

This is the most popular machine for 
the sowing and cultivation of 
garden crops ever produced. 
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Teg mt the * Planet Jr.” separate tools, it has no equal, either as a Drill, or as a Wheel Hoe, Cul- 

4, tivator and Plow. As a Dri it sows all kinds of garden seed with the utmost accuracy. As a 

Cultivator it is provided with the most varied and satisfactory set of attachments, eight in number, as 

shown in the cut. 

er The “PLANET JRS.” are the most complete and perfect line of farm and garden implements ever 

offered, and every purchaser is delighted with the ease and rapidity with which they perform a really 

marvellous variety of work. A descriptive catalogue will be mailed free on application to 

W. F. BURDITT & C0, : : : St. John, N. B. 
ror ie Warm Weather 

BY PURCHASING A FIRST-CLASS 

IFRIGERATOR RE 
We have them in many sizes and in all styles, 

HARDWOOD AND SOFTWOOD, 
at prices ranging from 

$10.00 EACH UPWARDS. 
Buy Early while the Assort- 

ment is Complete. 

EMERSON & FISHER, 75 Prince Wm. Street. 

Prepare 

P. S.——GAS and OIL STOVES for Summer Cooking and Heating in a variety 
of sizes. 

These goods we show in actual operation. Inspection solicited. 

At this Season of the Year, 
When the ground receives its deposit of filth and 

animal matter accumulated during the winter, 

A “PEARL” WATER FILTER, 
attached to the Faucet or vessel from which your drink- 
ing water is drawn, WILL ENSURE ABSOLUTELY PURE 

and other diseases incident to the drinking of tainted 

or impure water. 

Sent by Mail on receipt of $1.00, 
Adjustable Threads for Threadless Faucets, 35 cts. 

The Filter may be suited to any larger vessel. 
Send for circular. 

94 KING STREET. 

JUST RECEIVED: A NEW LOT OF 

Flower Stands and Vases, 
in very pretty designs and colors. Just the thing for CrysTAL WEDDING PRESENTS. 

Prices low as usual, C. ML ASTEIRS. 

Ornament is not a luxury, but is one of the minds necessities, which is gratified by 

means of the eye. Where the architects ends the decorative painter commences, 

bestowing here some brilliant colors and there some soft predommating tint. 

House Painters, Wall and Ceiling Decorators -and Paper Hangers. 
Hr RESTIMATES GIVEN.&y 

SWEEPING REDUCTIONS 
Great Mark Down Sale! 

$3,000.00 worth 
~—— OF —— 

READY-MADE CLOTHING! 
AT LESS THAN COST. 

For the next Four Weeks we will sell Ready-made Clothing at Less 

than Cost Prices. Call Early and secure Bargains, 

IMMENSE STOCK OF GENT'S FURNISHINGS. LOWEST 

PRICES IN THE CITY. 

17 Our stock of goods for CUSTOM WORK is strictly FIRST-CLASS, and 

we GUARANTEE A PERFECT FIT. 

CITY MARKET CLOTHING HALL, : © © : 51 Charlotte Street 
T. YOUNGCLAUS, Proprietor, 

WATER, AND PREVENT CHOLERA, TYPHOID, DYSENTRY. 
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