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MANAGING A CANOE,

HANDLING THE CRANKY CRAFT IN
AND OUT OF WATER.

Good Advice from an Expert—The Birch
Bark Canoe and How to Treat It on a
Long Journey—The Art
Working With Two Paddles.

A canoe is a dangerous thing for a green- |

horn to meddle with,

in the hands of an Indian or

The first rule of safety is to keep your own |
load close |
cau- |

weight and the weight ot your
to the bottom ot the canoe. If this
tion is followed tew accidents need happen ;
for the lower the weight-centre of the
is kept below the water line the more
the buoyancy and lightness of the cratt tell
in favor of seaworthiness; she will ride the
wi ;-3 like a duck. The birch bark canoe
is the model ot all open paddling canoes,
and one who has become thoroughly at
home in that ship of the woods may safely
trust himself in any other.

The ordinary birch bark canoe,
is made by the Indians of Maine,
of canoeing, is about twenty feet long, and

that home

will carry two paddlers with a couple of

can be
the

hundred pounds of baggage. It
bought for 815 or £20, fresh
stocks ; a few years ago £10 or %12 would
buya small one, but as the bark gets
s %" and long |umnn ys have to be m(u]«
v, get it, the cost increases. Let us sup-
pose we have one of the beautiful pieces of
handicraft, finished only yesterday, and
delivered this morning 1n your riverside
dooryard. How shall we get the
pleasure out of it and keep the

from

taut and neat for tour or five years, the ex-
tent of a canoe’s life ?
First, while the shining yellow cedar

ribs and lining are fresh and clean, give
the inside, the bars and the ounw ales, a

good coat of raw paint oil. This may be .

renewed at mid-summer, and each spring |
thereafter.

The outside may with advantage be
giwn a coat of oil, varnish and drier,mixed
in equal proportion : this will preserve the
small eyes of the bark, and effectually
keep the bark from getting water soaked

on a long journey, as s old canoes are apt to |
and |
| middle

seams
about one
paint oil.
learned
with the
will lw

do. The rosin for mending
leaks should be melted with
eighth its bulk of clean lard or
The exact proportion can best be
by rule of thumb, as it must vary
season ; in hot weather more rosin
nee :ded to keep the mixture from
in the sun after it is applied, while in ml(l

of Paddilng- | | see by putting a couple ot buckets of water

but a very safe thing |
an expert. |

cargo |
will

such as |

most |
frail thing |

[ der,

| left liand side extending the arm far enough

| gunwale grasped with it (the

melting |

| weather more grease will be needed to

keep it from cracking and chipping off
through brittleness. ln all cases it must
be put on as hot as possible, with a sliver
of wood, and care must be taken to ]m\t-
the cracks or eyes perfectly dry when it is
d]r[)ll( d. Notv if our canoe is ready and
tight from stem to stern (as you can easily

POLING THE CANOE.

in her, and watching for any drops to leak
through) let us have a first lesson in pad-

dling.

To get our vessel to the river,. stand

by the canoe as she rests on her keel on
the ground, grasp the middle bar close to
the gunwale with your right hand, and at
its center with your left hand # raise the
canoe to your knee and give it a flip as if
your were throwing a ldll across your
shoulder: let the middle bar fall into its
place on the thick muscle between the

neck and the bony point of the right shoul-
at the same time letting go with the
left hand and shifting it to catch the gun-
wale a couple ot feet in front of you on the

forward to give you mmmand in balancing
the load; the ‘right hand may now be
shifted from its hold on the bar, and the
fingers on
the canoe) about a toot n
You will now find the canoe
your shoulder, the
across the hollow |
and out onto
arm. If vou

the inside of
front of you.
resting lightly
bar extending
richt shoulder
the right

on

(’f '\’()llr
the muscle of

using the right hln(l
and pick up
and march off.

to carry the canoe,
you may \hnp
lett,

alone ; you

pld(]h with the

| step in properly.
| stern where the ¢
| to allow you to kneel sitting on vour hee Is,

| the end bar.
{ knees if you wis h ; a thicker one under \nm
| inste p will give most comfort.
" wales of thu canoe ought now to come close |
| to your waist just above the hips,
| should fit so ~m|"|\ (without perhaps actu- !
} ally touching wm) that you can by

| canoe In a
i thoroughly

i
i
i
i
|
are strong, a little practice will enable you j
|
o
r|
I

Then when we come to the water: you
must set her afloat lightly trom some land-
ing place, taking care not to let her touch
bottom .unwlu-u- while loading. Place
the load as low as possible, and mass it
amidships as far as is convenient. Let

your bowman get in and sit down on a
cushion on the bottom of the canoe, with
another cushion at his back. Upon no ac-

count allow him to kneel up against the
bar or to sit on his heels: this rule is im-
perative ; the Indians never violate it un-
less perhaps in racing. More accidents
occur through the bowman kneeling up
than any other way. It looks ‘Iumn and
top-heavy and is alwa\ s dangerous.

In ste P ping into a canoe nevér stick vour
paddle in betore you and lean own it ;
across the gunwal: s in front of your [-]‘lu ;
put a hand on each side of the canoe

You are now in
canoe is just wide

the

C lnw back against
under your

with your toes tnn(thn
A\ thin cushion

The

oun-
and

a twist

'\f}’ DN 5
bg 5 > "‘7
< > 7 \E=)
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WORKING WITH TWO PADDLES.

rolling of the
sea. When vou become
at home in the birch
find thls a great help in climbing the
ing hills.

\n\\ for the paddle. It is made of rock
IIll[)l( The older it is, the }nth w, for it
will be dry and light and springy
paddle is apt to ln good for a u»uph of
hours only ; then the Muh twists,
spring will all be gone out of it. Dut an
old stager, brown with age and oil, is a
treasure to be guarded. The paddle cannot

of vour body wmn(;l tlw

lay it |
and |

enough |

the left, letting this lower hand just clear |
the water; puah ahead with the right;
keep your back hollowed, and the stroke |
is halt done. Then comes the curl at the |
| end, which enables vou to steer. FEvid-!
ently when paddling alone, it a single

the twist of the paddle.

| ward until the back or rear side
| dle 1s so completely turned as to catch the |

you will |
shift- |

A new |
| only 1llﬂl(lllt thing to laarn ;
and the i

end.
the water at a small angle ; the n«rht hand
well down, the point of “the blade ~l\'nmnn«r
the water, and the left hand carrying tlu
haft swiftly forward again. The thumb of
tln lower hand need not be placed around

the handle unless it is rough weather ; then
it 18 nece ssary or you may have ycur pad-
dle knocked out of your hands.

The bowman makes the same stroke as
the steersman, except that there is no
twist in it, as he has nothing to do with
k(‘(‘[)ill;_{ the course of the canoe. What-
ever you do, don’t lean over the side to-
wards the paddle. The only niotion of the
body must be fore and aft, throwing its
we wln into the end of each stroke.

\nn can tell a white man from an Indian
a long distance off' by the difference in the
paddling. A white man paddles more with
[ his arms and his body than an
{ Indian. :

Here is a test of cood |:.uh ling When
you think vou are thoroug hly [nm(u ient,
watch your blade as it goes into the water
if it mtl\( S t~1n”]1 tm\ uxn!\ 1s it comes
| aft in the stroke, you have not reached per-
| fection. In a year or two you will see it
cut the water without a rip ph and fairly
[ sing and swish as you drive it down.

: { The best canoe ing clothes are a woolen
board. Take tln |nu]dl< in vour left hand | shirt, woolen socks, red leather or canvas
at the thickest part, just above the blade, PN ARSES -
the fingers and thumb uppermost; the
right hand may be placed in the same posi-
tion on the upper end, or flat handle, or it
may be shifted a little so that some of the
hnmh go over the end of the pmldn ; lift
tlu left a little, swing the right into the
air a little l»u.\ from the luc until it 18
somewhere in front of your right eye; let
the blade go sharply into the water, t dl\lll”‘
hold as it cuts down ; pull hard back with

be oiled too often. As to size it should bhe
the length of the paddler, though some pre-
fer a shmt handle. It should balance in
the hand when held just where the blade
joins the haft.

When you are seated m the
the paddle lying across the
front of vou, [ will suppose you are to be- |
gin work on the left or pmt side, your
bowman, of course, paddling on tln ar- |

canoe, with
cunwales in

less with

{
4
|
4
|

L1l

FING TO THE SHOULDER.

bladed paddle is used, eve ry stroke on tlna
l(-lt side will drive your cri ait to the right,
but the effect is counteracted ¢ «nntam]\ by
By turning your
bl l(ll for-
ot the plt]—

wrists, turn the outer edge of the

water and act as a rudder. This you will
do more e: asily by pressing down and to the
right with the rlght hand, and (at first at
least) allowing the haft of the paddle just ! i
above the l( ft hand to come against the | -
gunwale, giving the right hand a leverage | shoes and trousers of homespun or cordu-
in steering.  This turn of the paddle 1s tlu
once mastered !
the rest is easy ; it should be begun when

the stroke is half through, and should be

done so instinctively th absolutely no hait

is made in the stroke from beginning to |

THE CARRY.

roy.

In smooth water you may kneel up, rest-
ing against the bar or you may even sit
upon it with your feet out ahead of you,
but in rough weather the place for you is
described ; for

low on your heels as | have

The paddle should be swung out of

[ sm: il bushes or
| come to no harm so long as no weight is in-
| side her.

L will yee- -yaw about in

you thus have far greater control over your
craft.

On landing at night at the end of a day’s
Journey, after unloading the canoe, lift her
out and turn her over to rest on one gun-
wale and her two bows, or better still turn
her over a coup le of old l()"\ re ~I'||" eve n]\
on both gunwales. In the d ay time when
in camp if it'1s hot and the rosin is in dan-
ger of melting, the canoe may be left in the
sh.'ldv resting her bottom among the
lu' \}h “i“

on

on OTAass.,

As to trimming a canoe, the load should
be so placed as to make her a little heavier
aft than forward, or she will not steer. but
a most aggrav mn'r
way. In ru nning dnwn a roug th stre am,
however, where 1;ml has to be used, it
will be found necessary to have her loaded
slightly by the head, or else the current will
catch the stern and slew it round unme rel-

fully. 3= 4

In [mlnu'\ canoe up roc ky streams,
through r: qm s, a ‘‘setting pole” of spruce
18 uswl. This should be about ten feet
long, and about an inch and a half diame-
ter at the thickest part. oling is very
hard to learn, but when once the art is re-
quired it is a delightful exercise. You
may pole, as you may paddle, on either

e :
left side again,

stand erect in

side. fit 1s to be the
where we Iw;::m our lesson.

your place in the stern, facing almost
square out over the left gunwale. Take
the pole in your left hand 1lmur four feet
from the tu]. thumb to the {ront and

clashed about it, allowing the lever end of
the pole to trail overboard towards the
stern ; raise the left arm and .~\\'in;_' the
lower end of the pole forward and out over
the water to bring it in a curve up to a
point a few inches from the side, a couple
of feet ahead of where you stand, at the same
time grasping the pole with the right hand
about a foot below the left; the right hand

now does the business of driving the pole
down to a firm setting on the bhottom, the
left hand sliding up for a new hold near
the top of the pole; next the right hand
is shifted above the left and the we ight  of
the body thrown on the bending white

spruce, while the canoe trembles md \]»mw
ahead up the steep foaming track. To
steer her is diflicult; if you wish to go
to the right the end of the pole must be set
well under the bottom of the canoe and
you must draw yvourself and the stern of the

canoe towards the pele as you give the
last push ; to alter the course to the left,
the pole will be set sloping down from the
canoe, some little distance from the side,

and you will push the stern away from the
point where the pole is set, thus driving
vour bow in the desired direction.

Briss CARMAN.
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to purchase or not.
not urge customers to buy
buy them.
as good as earned.

selected, large stock-

from.

say yes, some no.

the ones we want now,

”/\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\‘\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

1891.

The public are cordially invited to
and examine our Stock, whether intending
We will consider

a pleasure to show our goods, and we will

have to urge people who see our goods, to
To show is to sell.
what it is to save on a purchase :
Another thing in
buying is, you like to buy from a well-
-plenty

Ask yourself: Have you bought? Some
The *“no”
and the

people we want when they're ready to

call

in fact we don't
You know

it's money

to choose

people are

yes

interested in this branch.
and very often pick out the goods.

CUSTOM DEPARTMENT.

For those who have their clothing made to order, we are ever mindful of their wants.
Everybody is

No larger or better assorted stock of clothes can be found in St. John.
Even the women wish to see their
We never have any trouble in suiting our customers in
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FASHIONABLE CLOTHES. |

Nobody,

goods now.

must buy.

Ll( ).

We

wanted.

husbands handsomely suited,

1891

without
(lu;l]i[\’ of (f()()(l.\‘. and that's \\']1\' we want
}()U to ]n«ll\(' d ])( I'SOI«¢ l] X Unl” l[l(’” ()t our

You're

Don’t think because
mentioned here,
We keep :
shirts, barbers’ coats, bar coats, seersuckers,

and all other articles in our line

Besides all this, we've a
Furnishings that can’t be out done.
no use to mention what's in this line, all men
and boys know it well enough now, but we'd

like to entice them into the shop to see our

MU ..

W

seeing, can tell the

bound to buy, you

not

some :\"( ) )(15 are

that we don’t keep them.
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white vests, uuting

A\

just what's

\\\\\

line of Gent's

There's

Then we've the Knickers, 3
bigger boys, from 11 to 15
for the young men,mlong

stylish.

We'd like the young men to see them.

The boys that rough it ought to see our suits,
some that are made specially for rough usage ;
they're neat as well as strong.

wear, and wear they will.

years.

These are specially good and cheap.

picces, for a little
Lastly, the Suits

pants—nobby and

but
They're made to

buy again. Tweeds, light, dark or medium. We've light weight Summer Tweeds, in variety of patterns. | line. When you buy, come and see us.

BOYS WILL BE BOYS. P SINGLE BREASTED SACK SUIT.
. 2 This is a line we brag on. Each suit is

And their clothes are bound to wear out. Well L™ , : 8
we can clothe them again, with better and stronger \ made and mmm?d '”_ ““Q "!Cg““t manner,
clothes than ever before. We have given this | :%omc of them with silk facings [h‘iy are
branch of our business attention for 15 years, and * l']te'ulcfl for mcx} who never wore Ready-
we think we know something about it. We've a ¥ made Clothes before.
boy’s stock complete—Two piece Suits for small : In StvLE and ArrEARANCE, they will favor-
boys; regular little shavers, from 4 to 11 years. j ably compare with the best Custom Clothing
'©

made in St. John.
We have decided to cut the Prices, and

will offer

$10.00 will*buy one of these suits, regular

them at figures you can't resist.

At this figure they'll move.
But don't

price, $135.00.
Can you match this elsewhere?
decide before you compare goods.

A cheaper Tweed Suit at $4.00. Bargains

all the way between these prices.
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MMDBbanag
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