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RANDOM RECOLLECTIONS
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JOSEPH

HOWE AND HIS TIMES.

And Incidental References to Some of His
Prominent Publie Contemporaries.

- . a“as
By **Historicus,
N(
¢ The Club " Continued.—How Greal om-
cials Were Formerly Appointed.

The subject matter treated in some of
those Club articles may be here noticed by

e Den 4 o N
way of .~li~‘('llll~"l‘ As thvsc l rovinces once |

upon a time were held as a nursery and
feeding ground for the s«-mns'()' influential
place  hunters in England, it was no un-
common thing when a vacancy occurred in
some good fat office, for the (in}'m‘n()r: to
inform his master at the Colonial office,
when forthwith one of those favored youths
would be sent out to stop the gap while
our own people loyally m.‘quivscvq. The
names of some of those outsiders will read-
ily suggest themselves to “tlle_ oldcst_ in-
habitants” over the way. In this Province
our old folks have a vivid recollection of
those exotics. In 1835 a Judge is re-
quired, and our own Bar ‘is
considered to be so poor in
material, or perhaps so un-
influential, that a young man
had to be sent out from Eng-
land to fill the place; and al-
though he proved to be an ex-
cellent upright .ll!dgc, our
legal gentry continued to
smart for some years under
the ill-advised infliction. But
so decided a stand was taken
on the occasion, that we have
been permitted to makv‘our
own Judges ever since. Then
a Surveyor General is wanted,
when, lo, another official is
made to order in England
and sent to Fredericton to fill
the gap, and pocket all the
revenues of his department.
The vield of the Crown Lands
was not what it is today : the
revenues prnl;:lhly amounted
to ten or fitteen thousand dol-
lars, and by the time the Sur-
veyor GGeneral’s and the other
salaries were paid there was
very little lett. But it was
all 'right and dutiful in those
days— for the heads of depart-
ments rode in their chariots,
sometimes drawn by four
hor:es richly caparisoned with
outriders and tootmen. The
business people of Fredericton

were satisfied, because all this——————
grandeur and big salaries brought grist to

theirmills. As to the rest of the Province, no |
one seemed to care—it was too many hours |
betore the dawn ere the people began to |

get their eyes open and compass the full
glare of day. Then again, a head clerk is
wanted for the Crown Land Oflice
lace now occupied by Mr. Andrew
{nchvs). and it any one wants to know
how we got hold of this rare-avis he will
just refer to a work in our Legislative Li-
brary, called **The Life of the Countess ot
Blessington.” -‘Gore House™ in London
about this time was the most famous resort
for men of letters, great generals, poets
and leaders of fashion. Among her lady-
ship’s visitors was the Duke of Wellington,
probably the most influential man in Eng-
land. Now the Countess of DBlessington
had a brother (there was no harm in that)
and she wanted the Duke's influence to
procure for him a situation in New Bruns-
wick. Sir John Iarvey was Governor at
the time, and when two such heads were
got together through letters of correspond-
ence, 1t did not take long alter for the
brother of the Countess to obtain a good
soft seat in the Crown Land Office in this
city, next to the head of the department
and over the heads of the native (']m'ks.

Now, the Club articles dealt with such
subjects as these—for the same injustice
prevailed in Nova Scotia as here and
indeed in all the British Provinces alike.
But of course the articles applied to the
sister Province only and said nothing about
New DBrunswick; and vast indirect good
came out ot their publication.

Mrs. Joseph Howe,

Mrs. Howe was the daughter of Captain
John M‘Nab, Royal N. S. Fencibles, and
was born in 1807, in DBarracks at St.
John’s, Newfoundland, where her father’s
regiment was then stationed. Afterwards
the tamily proceeded to Halifax where the
regiment was disbanded. Her parents then
removed to M-'Nab's Island, a property
which was owned by Hon. Peter M-Nab,
brother of tse Captain, he having obtained
it from Lord Cornwallis at the early settle-
ment of Halitax. Ilere Miss M*Nab con-

tinued to reside with her parents until her |

marriage with Mr. Howe in February, 1828.
Mrs. lowe died two years ago, and
reposes beside her husband in Camp Hill
Cemetery. ‘The offspring of this marriage
was ten children, two only of which sur-
vive, viz., Mr. Sydenham Howe and Mrs.
Cathcart Thompson, both living in Halifax.
As some of the wives of famous men have

much to do with shaping if not directing |

the lives of their husbands, I have thought
it not out of place here to introduce
to the attention of the reader a lady
whose superior qualities were highly
adaptt'd for the encouragement ol a
man who had to pass through many trving
vicissitudes during his checkered political
course. Mrs. Howe was a lady ot fine in-
tellect, and her sound judgment and ad-
vice never iailed in producing wholesome
results. She was to fmr husband a help-
meet indeed. Whenever the clouds
lowered upon his house, as they often did,
she stood beside him as his stay and com-
forter, with words of cheer and consola-
tion, always making the best out of the
worst features of the trouble. She was
fully aware of her husband’s great talents,
of his ambition and of his taults, which no
man living is without, and she knew bhow to
minister to every necessity as a *‘guiding
angel,” and to lead by the hand, as it were,
beside still waters. Preferentially Mrs.
Howe was domestic in her habits; but
deferentially and in obedience to her posi-
tion, society claimed a large portion ot her
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 time—indeed the time of the wives of
leading public men, like that ot their hus-
bands, is regarded by the general public in
the light ot a ill of exchange—to be drawn
upon at sight—so that during Mr. Howe's
| palmy days, extending over a long period,
| there was very little repose or retirement
from the cares and responsibilities of
' official life. But such must ever be the
penalty that waits upon fame. On the
' death of her husband Mrs. Howe was con-
' siderately remembered by the Legislature
' of the Province, so that her closing days
| were passed in comparative ease at the
\ home of her daughter, Mrs. Thompson.
Eastern and Western Rambles,
In connection with his paper, Mr. Howe
travelled all over his native Province, and
thus made himself acquainted with *‘the

MRS. JOSEPH HOWUELL.

.

( people,” and in this way laid up without
calculation an amount of intangible politi-
cal capital which stood him in good stead
in a few years afterwards. On his return
home, he described his ‘‘Rambles,” both
East and West, in the Nova Secotian, in
such a free and easy conversational style,
| that his letters became highly popular.
| The fine agricultural districts, the facilities
for trade in others, the natural advantages
’ for carrying on large industries, the fine
streams of water coursing from the hills and
| running to waste without turning a mill,
| and other natural beauties and advantages,
he brought so vividly to the notice ot his
readers, that an enthusiasm was generally
excited, and the people everywhere were
made to feel by the descriptions that they
reall > had a country worth Jiving in, and a
prospective business in various lines worth
prosecuting. Many of these journeys were
made on foot. Being a good and tireless
pedestrian, he would rambie into the lanes
and by-ways off the main roads, and visit
people who seldom went to town, and into
whose hamlets the daylight seldom let in a
scrap of news as to what was going on in
the outer world—[no railroads or tele-
graphs then]—the whole literature of the
house consisted it might be of the Bible,
Belcher’s Almanac, and perbaps the Nova
Secotian. Being of a highly jovial nature,
Mr. Howe would soon win his way into the
good graces of the family, especially the
mothers, whose children he would dandle
upon his knee in true Meluthian style.
Those hardy yeomen were seldom visited,
except at election times, when candidates
for the House would find them out through
information obtained from the nearest
neighbor on the main road. In those visits
they all saw that Mr. Howe had no selfish
ends in view—there was no pending elec-
tion, or in prospect. His visits were those
of a purely business nature; and the fu-
ture would take care of itself, as it did in
tim 3, very much after all to his political
advantage. He was indeed unwittingly
laying up in store ‘‘a good foundation
‘ against the time to come.”
|
.
|
|
|
|

Mr. Howe as a l{eportér.

Charles Dickens commenced his literary
career by reporting for the London Morn-
ing Chronicle in the Gallery of the House
l of Commons. So with Joseph Howe.
 There was but ene Gallery in the Nova
Scotia House at the time, situated at the
Eastern end of the Assembly Room. As
the Press was of no account in those con-
servative and self-contained days, no pro-
vision was made for Reporters. It was all
| one to the bhighly distinguished members of
| the House—for it was a great distinction
to be a representative—whether their
| speeches saw the light of day after delivery
in the august presence of one another.
Here then in this pent up Utica, hustled by
a grimy crowd, our future statesman might
be seen day atter day taking notes upon
the crown of h's hat—then, alter the House
had adjourned at a late hour, and members
and the multitude had gone home to dine
and wine and retire to bed, Howe would
go to work to transcribe his notes for pub-
lication—for although his paper came out
but once a week, he had to keep up with
the day’s work of the house, and so he
| labored day and night,doing with very little
| sleep. But there never vet was a selt-made
man whose laurels were not gathered, un-
less through dint of hard up-hill toiling
and determination. Until Mr. Howe's
time reporting for the newspapers was a
luxury seldom indulged in. Indeed it was
considered next to a breach of privilege
for a spectator to take notes in the Houvse
Mr. Howe, at all events, broke the ice,

|
|

and wrestled in his mind with all conting-
ent probabilities, such as goiag to jail or
having his ears cropped, or some other
dire punishment, which it was at that time
in the power of the House to inflict. With-
out reference to party—if there was any
party at that time, except one, ‘‘the Com-
pact,”—Mr. Howe published his reports,
without flattery on the one side or acrimony
on the other. His own views were sunk in
the respective speakers—every member
was allowed the full benefit of his own ut-
| terances. But then the editor also ap-
‘ peared in each day’s debate under the edi-
| torial head, in juxta-position, as it were,
| with each ot the speakers, and expressed
| himself with no uncertain sound upon the
| questions before the House, and in so able
| a way that the embryo or forthcoming mem-
| ber had a better hearing in the coun-
' try than if he delivered himself orally upen
| the floors of the House. In looking over

' the debates, the reader ot the Nova Scotian |

{ would not be swayed by the contesting
opinions of this or that member in the dis-
cussion, but as a general thing be more or
less influenced by the Mentor of the
| country, if not of the House. Yes, in 1830,
six years before Mr. Howe ‘‘had the honor
| of a seat in that House,” his pen did more
| in shaping and moulding public opmion
| than most of the members—nor do 1 think
it a stretch of the imagination in saying this.
And he had ample and congenial work for
the exercise of his abilities in attacking
the system of Government that then pre-
vailed. The Executive and Legislative
Councils formed one body —no two
branches as at present — and their dis-
cussions were conducted with closed doors.
The public had no rights to be respected
in that *‘Star Chamber.” There was no
departmental government ; and the size of
the salaries shared by the officials were
measured and meted out with no ungrudg-
ing hand, but in keeping with the op-
portunities which the system favored. The
City and County were governed by a Board
of Magistrates appointed by the Crown,
which in plain English meant the Lieut.
Governor and Council, all firmly knit to-
gether by ties the most indissoluble—un-
answerable to any other than their own
| authority, which was absolute., and so far
| as the people were concerned irresponsible.
| (Upon this branch of the subject more
| definite reference will be made hereafter.)
| City and Municipal Corporations were
| things unknown—not even contemplated as
pussible future eventualities. To these and
such like measures Mr. Howe fearlessly
| addressed himself, and thus was leading to
| his own entanglement—for his opponents
left no stone unturned in their endeavors
to work the coils of the law about him. for
they well knew that the time was coming
when such an outspoken fearless individual
must commit himself, when his tongue
through the law courts would be silenced
forever. That time did arrive and his op-
ponents were not slow to take advantage
of it, as will be noticed hereafter in the
great Libel Suit, but instead ot killing
their tormentor, resulted in his becoming
the greatest man in British North America.

A PERSIAN PRINCE IN EXILE.

He is the Head of a Religious Sect and
Lives in Great Style at Bombay.

A Persian prince lives in Bombay of
whom very little is heard, though he is a
power in the Oriental world. He wields
more authority than many Osiental poten-
tates. IHe 1s at the head of the Maulai
sect of Mohammedans who are widely
scattered over northern India and the re-
gions north and east of India. The Mut-
lais regard this refugee Persian prince as
their spiritual head,or pope. Col. Tanner,
who has described the 1nhabitants of the
Himalayas recently, says that were this
prince to return to Persia he would speed-
ily lose his head, though he exercises abso-
lute spiritual authority over a vast number
of tollowers in the upper
States in Kashmir, in Burmah, and even in
China. The constituted rulers of these
countries do not

sect so powerfully as does this tar away
prince.

The lowliest Maulai who wanders over
the lofty plateau ot the Pamir feels it his
duty to subscribe from his scanty means
every year toward a tribute tc his spiritual
lord  Across the snowy passes which lie
between Central Asia and India this tribute
is carried and delivered, regardless of the
difficulties which for many stages beset the
embassies on their journeys

The prince, who, by the way, is ad-
dicted to horse-racing, and is one of the
most liberal patrons of the Indian turf, is
one of the descendents of the original
saints so commonly regarded in olden
times by the Persians as persons of
the greatest sanctity. He lives in the
greatest luxury. His very large income,

tions of the faithful, enables him to occupy
a fine palace. He has a large retinue of
servants, a stable of fine horses, and all the

l

outward trappings of a very important and
wealthy personage. He is far more fortu-
nate than the princes of the Upper Oxus
States, who, within a few years, have been
passing under the rapacious rule of the ty-
rant ot Afghanistan. Under one pretext
or another the leading and most influential
of the Upper Oxus princes have been made
way with by the Ameer, and the rest are
apparently destined to meet the same fate
at the hands of the Afghan ally ot Great
Britain, whose hands are steeped in the
blood of every man of note in his domin-
1ons whom he considers to be inimical to
his rule.

e

Curiosities of Currency.

Salt was the ordinary money of the
Abyssinians.

The Carthagenians
leather currency.

Shad scales are used as money in many
of the North Sea islands.

In parts of Scotland nails were formerly
used to pay for ale and tood.

The Burmese, Karens, Hangese and
Ghans use lead and silver in bullion.

In the interior towns of China slips of
mulberry bark serve as money.

Dried fish was formerly and is still to
some extent a medium of exchange in
Ieeland.

Leather coins with a silver nail driven
through the center were issued in France
by King John the Good in 1306.

A Xmas Cift!

WEBSTERS DICTIONARY

AND

used a stamped

Progress for $3.95.

influence those of their |
people who are members of this religious |

' Subject: The Battle of Life; Fighting to Win,

wholly derived from the annual contribu- |
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LARGEST DIAMOND IN THE WORLD.

It Was Found in Brazil and is One of the
Portuguese Crown Jewels.

The largest diamond in the world is the
Braganza—weight 1,880 carats. It was
found in Brazil in 1741, and is now one of
the Portuguese crown jewels. Much doubt
exists as to its being a genuine diamond,
the government never having allowed it to
be tested. Another fine diamond is the
Mattam, belonging to the Rajah of Mat-
tam, Borneo. It is of the *‘first water,” and
weighs 367 carats. It bears a striking re-
semblance to a pear in shape. even to the
indentation in the larger end. It was found
near Landak, Borneo, in 1760, and has
been the cause of several sanguinary wars.
The Koh-i-noor, another of the famous
diamonds ot history, now forms one of the
crown jewels of Great Britain. The
history of this gem dates back to 1526.
It originally weighed 793 carats, but was
reduced by unskillful cutting to 186
carats ; this while it was the property of
the Emperor Aurenzebe. It was cap-
tured by the DBritish troops during the
Sikh mutiny and was presented to Queen
Victoria in 1850. Since coming into
Victoria's possession it has been recut and
now weighs but 106 1-16 carats. The Pit
or Regent diamond belonged to the French
crown Jewels.

It was bought by the Duke of Orleans,
then Regent ot France, of Pit, the gover-
nor ot Fort St. George,for £135,000. When
in the rough the stone weighed 450 carats.
The cutting alone cost $10,000. Among
the large and otherwise famous diamonds
of the world, the following may be enume-
rated: The Piggot.8214 carats ; the Nas-
sac, 893/ carats; the Florentine Brilliant,
1391 carats; the Eugenie and the Green
Brilliant, each 51 carats; the Shah, 80 car-
ats ; the Saucy, 5314 carats; the Orloff or
Orlou, 19415 carats. The noted diamonds
of lesser size and value are: The Dresden,
the Hope, the Austrian Yellow and “the
Polar Star.—St. Louis Republic.

Letter Writing.

Letter writing is of great antiquity. The
sending of letters by post was originally
established by the Roman emperors for
safe and speedy transmission ot public doc-
ments and in modern Europe by Louis XI.
of France for the same purpose. The first
approach to a regular postal system in
England was in the time oi Charles 1.

Stamps for letters were first temporarily
used in France in time of Louis XIV., and
different advices were afterward used in
Spain and Sweden. In 1840, the postal
reform was first put in operation in Eng-
land, and first used in the United States in
1847. Two values only were at first used
five and ten cents, bearing, respectively,
the portraits of Franklin and Washington.
In 1845 they were withdrawn and one cent
and three cents introduced, and now we
enjoy the privilege of sending a letter all
over the United States for three cents.

Slaves Very Cheap.

Mr. Stanley tells us that, on the banks
of the Congo, he bought eighteen dark-
skinned lads at the moderate price of three
cents a head. He found in the hands ot
the Arabs 2300 captives, whom they had
dragged into slavery. *‘‘Among them,” he
says, ‘*were many little boys. I selected
eighteen of the poor fellows, and bought
them of the Arabs for a handkerchief
apiece. The handkerchiefs cost three
cents each in Manchester, and so I obtain-
ed the little negroes very cheaply.

TRINITY CHURGH.

THe THIRD LECTURE UNDER THE
AUSPICES OF

THE YOUNG MEN'S ASSOCIATION,
Will be delivered in the SCHOOL HOUSE,
——ON—

THURSDAY, Jan’y 14th, 1892,

BY REV. H. W. LITTLE.

Admission 10 cts.

Tickets for sale at the door, or at the stores of
J.& A. McMillan, C. P. Clarke, and Geo. H. McKay.
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this Season’s Trade
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EAR-
RINGS.

S. PINS

INSPECTION
INVITED AT

CARL C. SCHMIDT’S,

- Goldsmith and Jeweler,
67 KING ST.

THE N. Y. SUN

Has Secured During 1892:

W. D. Howells, H. Rider Haggard,

George Meredith, Norman Lockyer,

Andrew Lang, Conan Doyle,

St. George Mivart, Mark Twain,

Rudyard Kipling, J. Chandler Harris,

R. Louis Stevenson, William Black,

W. Clark Russell, Mary E. Wilkins,
Frances Hodgson Burnett,

and many other distinguished Writers.
THE SUNDAY SUN
is the greatest Sunday Newspaper in
§ the world.

Price 5¢. a copy. By mail $2 a year.
Address THE SUN, New York.

%
%
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MBER 19, 1891.

ST. JACOBS OIL

CURES

RHEUMATISM--NEURALCIA,

— Sciatica,
Sprains,

Bruises,
Burns, |
Frost-Bites,

_ Backache,
IT IS ABSOLUTELY THE BEST.

THE CHARLES A. VOCELER

Canadian Depot: TORONTO, ONT.

COMPANY, Baltimore, Md.

Peri, Ves;e,

SILYER MOON:

TROPIC,
ORIENT FRANKLINS

Other First-Class Heating
Stoves, at

Kitchen Furnishing

DEPOT,
90 CHARLOTTE ST,

COLES, PARSONS & SHARP.

Boys’

Sleds

in the City

AT

EVERETT & MILLER,

- 13 WATERLOO ST.

ROYAL WORGESTER, ROYAL HANOVER
BISOUE FIGITRES,

Banguet and Pianc kamps.,

Gold Plate, Oxidized Silver and Brass, the Finest Assortment ever shown in the City.
OPENING THIS WEEK,
I.imoges and Carlsbad China.

DixNeEr AND Tea Sers

AT VErY Low Prices.

0. HWARWICK, 78 King Street.

SEAL

THORNE BROS., -

Ladies’ Furs

= INCLUDING ——

GAMRENTS,

Shoulder Capes, Etc.

Finished up in the most approved style for the season, 1891-2.

Inspection Invited.

3 KING ST.

INFIRMARY.

HEAD MASTER:
Rev. ARNOLDUS MILLER, M. A.,—Classics and
Science. Toronto and Victoria Universities, Ont.

RESIDENT ASSISTANT MASTER:
MR.JAMES C.SIMPSON,—Mathewmatics, German.
Provincial Certificate, Province of Ont. Late of
the Engineering Staff, Canadian Pacific R. R.

RESIDENT ASSISTANT MASTER:
Mgr. ROBERT SIMPSON,—Enghsh and Classics.
University ot Toronto.

FRENCH :
CHARLES G. ABBOTT, Esq., B.A., Kings College. .

SCHOOL.
— STA¥FF: :

"SsL LY PePUno

GYMNASIUM ™

WRITING, DRAWING AND BOOK-KEEPING !
MR. S. G. SNELL.
DRILL AND GYMNASTIC INSTRUCTOR :

SErGT. A. CUNNINGHAM,—Late Instructor in
Military Gymnasium, Halifax.

TEACHERS IN P1ANO AND VioLIN Music:
Pror. W. H. WATTS. Miss N. HENSLEY.
Miss KING.

CoRrNE? :—J. D. MEDCALFE, Esq.]

VioLiN :—J, W.S8. BOULT, EsQ. -+ 1t

TERM BEGAN SEPTEMBER Ist.

89~ CIRCULARS giving full intformation, will be sent on application to THE HEAD MASTER..8¢




