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A HISTORY OF HADES.

Hells Ancient and Modern—Different Be-
liefs in Different Countries,

The idea of a place for the punishment
after death of wicked men is found in
most, though not all, ot the religions of
the present time and of antiquity. Ac-
cording to some beliefs, the punishment is
to last forever; according to others, the
torments are to continue only for a time,
and to result in purifying the imprisoned
souls and fitting them tor heaven. The
Roman catholic religion has both a pur-
gatory, or place ot temporary torment,and
a hell, which is everlasting. No idea of
enalty was connected with the classic
[ades—it was simply an under-world
where dwelt all those who had  the misfor-
tune to be dead, irrespective of their con-

duct in lite. The word comes from the |
Greek adjective meaning unseen.  The

English word hell had also originally the
same meaning. It is derived from the Teu
tonic base ‘*hal,” whence also the Anglo-
saxon helan, to hide, **so that the original
sense is the hidden or unseen place”
(Skeat).

The conception of future existence which
lays claim to the greatest antiquity is that
of the ancient Egyptians. According to
the Egvptian beliet, if the great judgment
resulted adversely, *‘the condemned soul
is either scourged back to the earth
straightway, to live again in the form of a
vile animal, as some of the emblems appear
to denote ; or plunged into the tortures of
a horrid hell of fire and devils below, as
numerous engravings set forth ;
into the atmosphere, to be vexed and toss-
ed by tempests, violently whirled in blasts
and clouds, till its sins are expiated, and
another probation granted through a re-
newed existence in human form.”

From Persia, also, we get a religion of
great antiquity— Zoroastrianism—which, in
a modified form, is held today by the small
body of Parsees still to be found in Persia
and India. According tothe Parsee be-
lief, the good, after death, pass safely over
the bridge Chinevat, which stretches from
Mount Alborj up to Garotman, the blissful
realm of Ormuzd; while the wicked fall
from the bridge into the Gult of Duzahk,
which yawns beneath, where they are tor-
mented by dwvas.

The Laws ot Manu, one of the early
sacred books Brahminism, names twenty-
one hells. Punishments for different sins
are, to be reborn into one of these hells,
or to return to earth as a beggar, cripple,
leper, or in the form of a rat, a snake, or
a louse, the penalty being, in each case,
appropriate to the crime.
need not be endless for any one, as each
successive life is a new probation, in which
righteousness wins admission to a higher
stage of existence.

or driven |
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the frigid north. This grim prison is de-
seribed in the following passage from the
prose Edda, written in lrvland in the thir-
teenth century: *‘In Nastrond there is a
vast and direful structure with doors that
face the north. It is formed entirely of
the backs of serpents, wattled together
like wickerwork. But the serpents’ heads
are turned toward the inside of the hall,
and continually vomit forth floods of venom,
in which wade all those who commit mur-
der or who forswear themselves.”

The Jews in Old Testament times had no
idea of a hell. There is no mention of
yunishment after death in the teachings of
Moses, nor is this doctrine taught by the
wrophets.  The word Sheol,which is trans-
l;m-d by hell in the King James version of
the bible, meant simply the abode of the
dead, and corresponded to the Greek
Hades, used in the New Testament and
other Greek writings. Gloomy and re-
pulsive ideas were associated with Sheol,
similar to those we connect with death and
the grave, but it was the destination of
good and bad alike, and not a place of
punishment.  The troubles which the
wicked and the enemies of the Jews were
threatened with by the prophets pertained
to this world. They were pain, disease,
loss of possessions and kindred, hostility of
neighbors, death, and indignities to the
dead body. The idea of Sheol first be-
came modified after the Persian captivity.
The place was divided into two parts which
which were separated only by t]le width of
One of these divisions was for
the good, awaiting resurrection, and was
called Paradise; the other, set apart for
the wicked, was called Gehenna. This
latter designation means *‘the valley of the
son of Hinnom,” and was originally the
name of a gorge outside of Jerusalem, in
which the Jew had practised the fiery wor-
ship of Moloch, and where afterward offal
from the city and the bodies of criminals
were thrown, to be consumed by the fires
always kept burning there. The idea of
(Gehenna as a place of future punishment
had appeared in Rabbinical theology and
become quite detailed a century or more
betore Christ.

At the coming of Christ there were three
chiet sects among the Jews. The Phari-
sees, who were by far the most numerous,
believed that sinners were kept forever in
prison in the under-world; the Essenes
believed that the vicious suffered eternal
punishment in a dark, cold place: and the
Sadducees thought that the soul died with
the body. 'The first threats of hell in the

| Scriptures occur in the teachings of Jesus.
| There are three words in the New Testa-

| ' rendered in
Punishment |

ment which were ‘ranslated by hell in the
King James bibie—Hades, meaning the
same as elsewhere in Greek literature:
(iehenna, which was properly the hell of
Hebrew conception, and is uniformly so
the revised version; and
Tartarus, used only once (2 Peter iii.,
4), which is the regular Greek word

for the place of punishment after
death. The place of future punish-
ment represented in  Christ’s  teach

In Buddhism, which is one of the re- |

ligions of China and the State religion of

Thibet and other countries of Eastern Asia, |

future punishment is provided for in a great
hell, comprising a system of 136 lesser
hells. The torments of these hells are
depicted in many Buddhist books and
paintings with much detail and vividness.
As for the two other religions of China,
Confucianism tells nothing whatever about
runishmvnt after this lite, while Taouism

of Brahminism.

In the Greek mythology, which was
copied by the Romans, the place of future
punishment is called Tartarus. The uni-
verse is represented in the poetry of Homer
and Hesiod as a hollow globe, divided by
flat earth. In the top of the upper hemis-
shere was Olympus. the home of the gods;

ings is a region of fire—**Whosoever snall
say, thou fool shall be in danger of the
hell of fire” (Matt v., 22, revised version) ;
the fire is to be eternal and unquenchable —
“It is good for thee to enter into life
maimed, rather than having thy two hands
to go into hell, into the unquenchable
fire, where their worm dieth
not, and the fire is not quenched.” (Mark

| i1x., 43, 48: see also Matt. xviii, 8,) In
us : | Revelation, St. John informs us what fuel
1as a theory of retribution much like that |

in the hemisphere beneath the earth was |

Hades, the abode of all the dead; and in
its lowest depths was Tartarus. An

from Olympus to the earth: nine days and
nights from the earth to the bottom ot Tar-
tarus. “‘Around it, moreover, a brezen
fence has been forged ; and about it Night
is poured in three rows.” In Tartarus
there is darkness, and the air has no mo-
tion. Prometheus, who was guilty of over-
reaching Zeus, was punished by being
chained to a rock, part of the time on
earth and part in Tartarus. An cagle
devoured his liver every day, and it was
renewed every night. Ixion, who had been
treacherous to Zeus, was chained by the
hands and feet to a wheel, which is de-
scribed as winged or fiery, and said to have
rolled perpetually in the air. He is further
said to have been scourged and compelled
to exclaim—**Benefactors  should be
honored.”

Sisyphus is represented by different
authors as guilty ot treachery of various
kinds. “‘His wickedness during life was
severely punished in the lower world, where
he had to roll up hill a huge marble block,
which, as soon as it reached the top, al-
ways rolled down again.” Tantalus was a
wealthy king, who divulged the secrets of
Zeus. *‘The gods punished him by placing
him in the nether world in the midst of a
a lake, but rendering it impossible for him
to drink when he was thirsty, the water al-
ways withdrawing when he stooped.
Branches laden with fruit, moreover, hung
over his head, but when he stretched out
his hand to reach the frait the branches
withdrew. Over his head there was sus-
pended a huge rock, ever threatening to
crush him.” The Danaides, or 50 daugh-
ters of Danaus, all but one of whom, in
obedience to their father, killed their hus-
bands on their wedding night, were puni-
shed in Tartarus by being compelled,
everlastingly, to pour water into a sieve,

According to the Scandinavian mytho-
logy, all who die bravely in battle are
snatched away to Valhalla, Odin’s mag-
nificent banquet-hall in the sky. Those
who, after lives of ignoble labor or in-
glorious ease, die of sickness, descend to a
cold and dismal cavern beneath the ground,
called Niflheim, 1. e., the mist-world.
This abode is ruled by the goddess ot
death, whose name is Ho{. The place of
torment for reprobates is Nastrond, deeper
underground t{nan Niflheim, and far toward

N | the lake that
anvil |
would be nine days and nights in falling |

is to support the unquenchable fire—*‘It
any man worshippeth the beast and his
image, he shall be tortured with
fire and brimstone in the presence of the
holy angels, and in presence of the Lamb :
and the smoke of their torment goeth up
for ever; and they have no rest day and
night.” (Rev. xiv., 9.11.) In another
)assage it is revealed concerning various
}(inds of sinners that *‘their part shall be in
burneth with fire and brim-
stone, which is the second death.” (Rev.
xxi., 8,) This doctrine was intended to
last unchanged for all time, for we find in
the last chapter the statement that, if any
man shall add to or take from the words of
this book, he shall suffer all the torments
and lose all the rewards which are written
in this prophecy. (Rev. xxii., 18.19.)

The religion of Islam is characterized by
lack of originality, and the Mohammedan
hell contains nothing but easily-made varia-
tions of the Gehenna of the Jews. To the
man that disobeys the precepts of the
Koran it is promised that **God shall cast
him into the hell-fire; he shall remain
therein for ever.”

The fathers of the christian church gen-
erally taught the existence of a hell of
material fire and brimstone. Alger gives
as their belief that at the resurrection the
damned **were to be banished for ever to a
fiery hell in the centre of the earth, there
to endure uncomprehended agonies, both
physical and spiritual, withoutJany respite,
without any end.” The strict literality
with which these doctrines were held is
strikingly shown in Jerome's artless ques-
tion: **If the dead be not raised with flesh
and bones, how can the damned, after the
judgment, gnash their teeth in hell?”
“Origen, who was a Platonist, and a here-
tic on many points,” says Alger, ‘“‘was
severely condemned for saying that the fire
of hell was inward and of the conscience,
rather than outward and of the body.”
Tertulhan says: **The damned burn eter-
nally without consuming, as the volcanoes,
which are vents from the stored subter-
ranean fire of hell, burn for ever without
wasting.” These words point also to the
belief, noted above, that Lcll was located
under the earth.

In the middle ages the christian concep-
tion ot hell became more detailed and more
terrible. The details can be found not
only in the books of the period, but they
were favorite subjects for miracle plays
and for works of art, especially for the pic-
tures, carvings, and painted windows with
which cathedrals were adorned. The
monks of the period produced an extensive
literature of visions GL‘SCI'ibillg(hc torments
of hell. In these visions, according to
Lecky :

“The devil was represented bound by
red-hot chains on a burning gridiron in
the centre of hell. The screams of his

|

CHRISTM

GL

OVES!

IFor a Christmas Present there is positively nothin ou can offer a lady more acceptable or useful than @ Pair
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KID CLOVES

unless (upon the same principle) you prefer to give her a half-dozen pairs, assorted colors

in a neat litle CHRISTMAS BOX.
Christmas Cloves sent by Post.

put up

W. EK. FATRAILL,,

Dry Goops Imrorter, Saixt Jonx, N. B.

never-ending agony made its rafters to re-
sound ; but his hands were free, and with
these he seized the lost souls, crushed them
like grapes against his teeth, and then
drew them by his breath down the fiery
cavery of his throat. Demons with hooks
of red-hot iron plunged souls alternately
into fire and ice. Some of the lost were
hung up by their tongues, others were
sawn asunder, others gnawed by serpents,
others beaten together on an anvil and
welded into a single mass, others boiled
and then strained through a cloth, others
twined in the embraces ot demons whose
limbs were of flame. The fire of earth, it
was said, was but a picture of that of hell.
The latter was so immeasurably more in-
tense that it alone could be called real.”

By far the most elaborate description of
the punishments of sinners which the mid-
dle ages produced is that of Dante, whose
Inferno combines the torments of the class-
ical Tartarus and the horrors of the chris-
tian hell. In this poem, which was written
about 1300, the author represents himself
as being conducted through the infernal
regions by Virgil. Within the gates of
hell,but before erossing the river Acheron,
the visitors found those who have lived
“‘withouten infamy or praise,” and angels
who had been neither taithful nor rebel-
lious, but only selfish. They ‘‘were naked,
and were stung exceedingly by gad-flies
and by hornets that were there.” Beyond
Acheron were found the great ones of old,
whose sin was lack of baptism. These
were “‘only so far punished that without
hope we live on in desire.”

The Reformers made little change in the
medizeval conception of hell.  Calvin
writes : “‘Forever harassed by a dreadful
tempest, they shall feel themselves torn
asunder by an angry God and transfixed
and penetrated by mortal stings, terrified
by the thunderbolts of God, and broken
by the weight of his hand, so that to sink
into any gulfs would be more tolerable
than to stand for a moment in these ter-
rors.”

The characteristic austerity of the uri-
tans finds free scope in the depiction of
hell’s torments. Their great poet Milton
describes the place in the first and second
books of *‘Paradise Lost,” Satan and his
host are cast into it, ‘‘there to dwell in
adamantine chains and penal fire.”

A dungeon horrible, on all sides round,
As one great furnace, flamed; vet from those flames
No light, but rather darkness visible. (i, 61.63).

The Puritans in America were no less
emphatic in their depictions of hell than
the parent stock in England. Many are
the passages in the sermons of that staunch
New England divine, Jonathan Edwards,
devoted to setting forth the agonies of
eternal punishment. The following ex-
tract is typical not only of Edwards but
also of his contemporaries :—

Imagine yourself to be cast into a fiery
oven or a great furnace, where your pain
would be as much greater than that occa-
sioned by accidentally touching a coal of
fire as the heat is greater. Imagine also
that your body was to lie there for a quar-
ter of an hour, tull ot fire,and all the while
full of quick sense ; what horror would you
feel at the entrance of such a furnace! and
how long would that quarter of an hour
seem to you! And, after you had endured
it for one minute, how overbearing would
it be to you to think that you had to en-
dure it the other fourteen! DBut what
would be the effect on your soul it you
knew you must lie there, enduring that
torment to the full, for twenty-four hours!
And how much greater would be the effect
if you knew you must endure it for a
whole year! And how vastly greater still
if you knew you must endure it for a

thousand  years! 0, then, how
would your hearts sink it you knew
that you must bear it for ever

and ever! and that there would be no end!
that after millions of millions of ages your
torments would be no nearer to an end,
and that you never, never should be de-
livered! But your torment in hell will be
immensely greater than this illustration
represents.

Christian preachers and writers of the
present day do not agree as to the nature
of hell's torments. Many of them are
coming to attach a figurative meaning to
the Biblical description of hell, and seem
as loath as their predecessors were eager
to dwell upon the subject. In the Fort-
nightly Review tor January, 1876, Lionel
A. Tollemache says: *The wiser among
us are secking to drop hell out of the Bible
as quietly and about as logically as we
already contrive to disregard the plain
texts torbidding Christians to go to law
and christian women to plait their hair.”
Canon Farrar, in a series of sermons, has
emphatically declared his disbeliet in a
hell of material and everlasting fire.—
Frederick A. Fernald.

C h.lfystmaue of Olde.

God rest you, Chrysten gentil men,
Wherever you may be,—

God rest you all in fielde or hall,
Or on ye stormy sea;

For on this morn Chryst is born
That saveth you and me.

Last night ye shepherds in ye east
Saw many a wondrous thing;

Ye sky last night flamed passing bright
Whiles that ye stars did sing,

And angels eame to bless ye name
Of Jesus Chryste, oure Kyng.

God rest you, Chrysten gentil men,
Faring where’er you may ;

In noblesse court do thou no sport
In tournament no playe,

In paynim lands hold thou thy hands
From bloudy work this daye.

But thinking on ye gentil Lord
That died upon ye tree,
Let tronblings cease and deeds of peace
Abound in chrystantie;
For on this morn ye Clhryst is born
That saveth you and me.
—FEugene Field,.

18 Pounds of Blood

Is about the quantity nature allows to an
adult person. It is of the utmost import-
ance that the blood should be kept as pure
as possible, By its remarkable cures of
scrofula, salt rheum, etc., Hood's Sarsa-
varilla has proven its claim to be the best
{)lood purifier.

THINGS OF VALUE.

Man spends his life hunting temptations.

E. J. Treex, Esq, Merchant of West-
ville, has sold two hundred dollers worth of
K. D. C. within a few months and reports
wonderful cures from its use.

Man's friends get him into much more
trouble than his enemies.

For a general family cathartic we con-
fidently recommend Hood’s Pills. They
should be in every home medicine chest.

The best way to get fun out of an old
pun is to trade ofl the p for an 5

Tom I've found a treasure !

What is it Rachel?

Kerr Vegitable Soup Packate: makes
10 quarts soup : costs 15 cents: is delicious
and saves trouble.

It it were not for hunger some men would
never do an h onest day’s work.

Fellows Dyspepsia Bitters is highly
recommended for Indigestion, Headache,
Biliounsness ete.

Do not live in a show case. Life is
something better than an advertisement.

Kerr Soup Vegetable took medal and
Diploma, first order of merit at London,
Antwerp, Australia and Canadian Inter-
national Exhibitions. It is cheap. Try it

(ontentment is said to be bred in the
bone, but you will not see much of it unless
there is bread in the stomach.

The Wilmot Spa Waters have been
wonderfully successful in restoring health
Many visitors to the Springs come in weak-
ness and pain buta month drinking and
bathing quite restores health.

A. McN PATTERSON.
Principal Agricuitural School.
Horton Landing, N. S.

If you will do your duty and tell the
truth you will not need any excuses as long
as you live.

Nothing adds so much to a person’s ap-
pearance as a fine thick head of hair of even
colour, and to assure this use only Hall’s
Hair Renewer.

The man who ha s filled himself full of
the ideas of o thers has no room for ideas of
his own.

J. D. McDoxarp, Esq., Lakeville, N.
S., testifies that K. D. C. is a positive cure
for dyspepsia. Two packages cured him.

A Lady in Cape Breton after using one
package writes :—**It has saved my life,
and my general health is improved that 1
feel to say GGod bless you for your great
discovery.”

The best remedy for Summer Complaint
is Fellows Speedy Relief. Speedy in
result as well as in name.

There is nothing in the world that people
relish more than nonsense with a great
deal of sense in it.

“Who said Hood’s Sarsaparilla P Thou-
sands of people, who know it to be the best
blood purifier and tonic medicine,

You cannot teach a fool any sense, but
you can cripple him so that he will be
practically harmless.

Assimilable Phosphorus is the brain and
nerve frod, par excellence. One bottle of
Puttner’s Emulsion contains more ot this
invaluable e¢lement than a gallon of the
much vaunted stimulant, Liquid Beefs, ete.,
of the d:l}'.

An owl is regarded as an embodimeat of

wisdom because he knows how to keep

dark.

I'here is no bigger coward anywhere in

the world than the man who is afraid to do
right.

The great *‘L.2ssive Phenix,” that is what
the housewives of Canada are talking about.
The cheapest cleanest ever produced, The
most marvellous solutive, when you think
of all it will do, that has every come to the
relief of housekeeper’s Lessive Phenix will
clean anything. When you boil clothes
you don’t nced any soap at all, if you use
it. It is so comprehensive in its eflicacy,
it will wash your clothes, and it will clean
your silver or brass ware. There is hardly
any limit to its service. It has beautiful
emollient properties, and it is a benefit
rather than an injury to the hands. Ask
your grocer for Lessive Phenix.

It might seem as if this world would bea
very delightful place if every woman were
born pretty and every man were born rich,
but who would do the housework and carry
on business then ?

JONSON
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As much

For INTERNAL as EXTERNAL use,
In 1810

Originated by an Old Family Physician.
Th | n k of lt In use for more than El(;;hty

Years, and still leads. ene-
ration after Generation have used and blessed it.
Every Traveler should have a bottle in his satchel,
From Rheumatism,

Eve rly SUffe rer Sciatica, Neuralgia,
Nervous Headache, Diphtheria,Coughs,Catarrh, Bron-
chitis, Asthma, Cholera-Morbus, Diarrhoea, 1eness,
Soreness in Body or Limbs, Stiff Joints or Strains,
will find in this old Anodyn;;h rel{st ahnd speJedhy cure,
ou ave Johnson’s

Every Mother Anodyne Liniment in the
house for Croup, Colds,

Sore Throat, Tonsilitis, Colic, Cuts, Bruises, Cramps
and Pains liable to occur in any family without
notice. Delays may cost a life. Relieves all Summer

“omplaints like magic. Price, 35 cts, d)oct-p.ld; 6 bot-
ue.,ﬂa. Express paid, [. 8. Johnson & Co,, Boston,Mass,
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SOME RARE BARGAINS

THIS WEHIK

AT THE ===

Trustees’ Sal@
OF TURNER & FINLAY'S STOCK.

As we have only a very tew weeks now in which to dispose of the balance of the
Stock we will offer RARE BARGAINS this and the following weeks. Our Stock of

Fur Lined Garments

is still large, nothwithstanding the great demand we have had for them the past wgek,
and atlth}:a prices we offering them they are certainly the Greatest Values ever Loff*s
in St. John

Jacket and Mantle Cloths,

IN BLACKS AND COLORED, AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES
TO CLOSE OUT.

Colored Dress Materials.

Ten Special Lots.

Prices from r1oc. to 3oc. per yard, former
prices from 25c. to 7oc.

WE HAVE MARKED THE ENTIRE STOCK OF

French Pattern Dresses

at less than one-half their former prices. Customers will find these Great Bargains.

Real Laces,

All Widths, in Black and White AT ABOUT HALF PRICE.

SAMUEL C. PORTER,
JAMES T. GILCHRIST,

Wait

Till our traveller comes round with his samples of

}Trustees.

Fall Suitings. WAIT till you see his goods—new
goods ; wait till you see his prices—low prices. Then
wait no longer, but BUY WHAT vou waNT, and it will

be Guaranteed Satisfactory in fit and finish by

E. C. COLE,

MOINCTOIN.

HOT WATER HEATING !

OW is the time to prepare for comfort in your dwellings next winter. Heat your house with a Hot
Water Apparatus; in point of economy, simplicity, cleanliness, and ventilation it is infinitely superior
to any other mode of heating.

SPECIFICATIONS AND PRICES FURNISHED ON APPLICATION.

ALL WORK WARRANTED TO GIVE ENTIRE SATISFACTION.

THOS.CAMPBEILL,
PLUMBER, HOT WATER AND STEAM FITTER,

79 Germain Street, St. John, N. B.

Selected Raisins!!

We have had selected in Malaga— for our Christmas trade — some of the finest
RAISINS Spain produces, viz:

IMPERIAL LONDON LAYERS, IMPERIAL CABINETS, CON-

NOISSEUR CLUSTERS, EXTRA DESSERT AND
IMPERIAL RAISINS,

Just landed, and we think the choicest lot of fruit this city has ever seen. For sale, by

GEO. ROBERTSON & €0., - - - - 50 KING STREETS

P. 8.—We are rapidly stocking up all kinds of Christmas Groceries.— G. R. & Co.

FOR HOUSEKEEPERS.

Plated Ware, in great variety; Cutlera", Tin and Japaned
Ware, Brass and Iron Hooks, Nails and Tacks, Mixed Paints,
Varnish, and large variety of Sundries, required by House-
keepers.
AT THE OLD STAND.

R & THORNE, - - 60 and 62 Prince W, Street.
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