SERMON.

Alive.
BY REV. C. H. SPURGEON.

“The righteous of thy testimonies is everlasting:

ive me understanding, and I shall live.”—Psalmn
19: 144,

Yesterday afternoon I was the subject of

a somewhat singular circumstance. An

esteemed friend and relitive came to my

hapag, evidently laboring under great dis-
t %ﬁ-ed mind, and having inquigies to
maké of a very important order. e had

seen a gentleman who had informed him
that it was generally rumored that I had
had been taken ill with heart disease and
had died in a very short time. It was clear
1 was not dead, and the great fear was re-
moved. The question was put, “Would
you like to see Lim ?”  But my kind friend
was perfectly satisfied, and was too full of
joy to wish to linger; he would go back
and answer with certainty the many in-

uirie* which continued to be made at the
%’ ~cle. How the report originated I
am q..e at a loss to tell. It has*“#voked
much kindness, but it is rather odd to feel
called upon to assure your friends that you
are yetalive; I can but show myselt and
ask my friends to see for themselve- it I
look like a dead man.

Spiritually Alive.

By this incident I was led to turn a
heart-glance upon myself, and to say, “I
wonder whether there is any question as
to whether I am alive in the higher sense?”
That Iam alive as to my natural life is
clear enough; but is my spiritual life
equally evidenced? The inquiry came
home to my own heart, and therefore I
suggest it to yours, for it may profit you.
Brethren, do you live unto God? Are
you walking as those who are alive from
the dead ? Remember, my sisters, that it
is written, ‘‘She that liveth in pleasure is
dead while she liveth;” may no woman
here come under that condemnation!
Brethren, 1 call upon you also to remem-
ber the word of the Lord Jesus to the
church of Sardis, *‘I know thy works, that
thou hast a name that thou livest, and art
dead.” Many exist upon the face of the
earth, but inte “‘life” they have not en-
tered.

My subject is life, may the Lord of life
help me to speak of it after a lively man-
ner. A consideration of the text will help
in the inquiry as to whether we live unto
God or no; and it may further help those
who sigh after the divine life to discover
the way ot divine quickening.

I. First let us consider this prayer in
its simplicity. We ask you to notice,
first, that this is a suitable prayer for the
awakened sinner. He discovers himselt
to be guilty, and he perceives that there
is a punishment for sin, and so far he
understands his position. Alarmed by his
conscience, he thinks he sees the Judge
upon the great white throne about to
pronounce the final sentence, and he knows
what it must be, for it is written, ‘‘The
soul that sinneth, it shall die:” so far he
understands well enough. IHe hears, also,
that there is lite, life in Christ Jesus, life
for the guilty ; but his mind is much con-
fused with many terrors, and with the hor-
rible dread of the sure consequences of his
sin. He has sufficient faith 1n the revela-
tion of God to know that there is life in a
look at tne Crucified One; but he does
not quite understand what that look
means. Then is his time to pray, “‘Give
me understanding, and I shall live.”

Equally applicable, however, will this be
in the case of one who is .a christian, and
who is struggling agaimst temptation.
Perhaps, my brother, you are placed in a
position where

You Are Fiercely Tempted

from without by the world, and possibly
you may fear that you will not be able to
survive it. It comes with such force that
you are staggered by its power; you feel
that you cannot bear up under such press-
ure, you despair of your spiritual life.
Well, then, ask God to brmng home His
word to your hearts, that you may act
wisely, and may meet the rebuke of the
ungodly and the temptatiouns of the wicked
prudently, baffling the adversary by your
sacred vigilance. Pray, ‘‘Give me under-
standing, amd I shall live,” for a clear
understanding is needful for your preser-
vation from the enemy.

Do you think that thisprays will often
Fell up from the heart of the suffering be-
iding ? To some of our dear brothers and
snce [ life is one long pang, for bedily dis-
ease'-has fixed ite tangs in their flesh.
There are others whose life is always from
hand to mouth, and sometimes bread is
scant in the cupboard, so that guinding
poverty breaks them to dust. These are
sore ills, as those know who have to bear
them. Some, too, are subject to domestie
trials, watching daily the pining away of
one they love; or bereavement has fol-
lo%ed bereavemeant till they seem left alone
irg€e land. Dear ones, who have been
wl'these ways, have you not cried out at
times, **I shall never be able to bear it;
I shall die of a broken heart under these
great afilictions. O that I might hide me
mn the grave?” You fear that you will
pf_arish if the pressure continues; but you
will do no such thing. God will help you
to bear your burden by sustaining your
soul with heavenly meat that others know
nothing of. It the load be made not
lighter, the shoulders shall be made
stronger, and this shall be done by your
having a clearer understanding of the word
of (_;od.and after having a fuller experience
of its supporting power. Breathe, then,
the prayer—*‘Give me understanding, and
I shall live.”

I thank God that a large number now
present are not so much sufferers as
workers. Now, I know that you who are
working for God and trying to win souls
often feel as if you were not half alive. I
am compelled to make such a confession
personally. I want to get alive to the
utmost; not only having life, but having it

“more abundantly.” I have some life in
me, thank God; but I want it to quicken
me more completely. Sometimes we get
into a sleepy state, and then the spirit
chides us, and we cry, **This will never
do.”

We Need Quickening,

brethren ; do you not feel that it is so? |
believe that those who are most earnest are
the very persons who blame themselves the
most for the want of earnestness. Here,
then, is our prayer, ‘‘Give me understand-
ing, and I shall live.”
¢ not this a very proper and blessed
E)rayer for aspiring minds n the church of
rod, of whom I trust there are many pres-
ent? Such men are not satisfied with
themselves, but press forward to that
which is yet beyond and above them.
They have not reached that imaginary
climax which some prattle of, who dote
upon their fancied perfectness; but their
motto is **Onward, R’pward,ﬂeavenward.”
These dwell on high, but their cry is
‘“Higher, higher.” 'fhey are calm and
happy, but yet they sigh for a still serener
{rame, they have power in prayer, but they
long for more of a wrestling spirit, and for
greater prevalence with God. If there be
any here who are fired with such divine
ambitions, what better prayer can they use
than this, ‘‘Give me understanding, and [
shall live ?”

Last of all, when we shall not be so
much aspiring saints as expiring saints—
when we come to lie upon our last bed,
and to look into the unseen, then may we
still pray after the same fashion. When
the eye shall begin to open to the light of
heaven, and things but darkly seen before
grow clearer in the dawn of the eternal
day; when the songs of angels begin to
break upon the opening ears of the soul,
and heaven is drawing near, for grace is
ripening into glory, and glory is coming to
welcome its heir—then may we pray to
live through the understanding and experi-
ence of the divine word. How blessed it
will be to have such an understanding of
divine realities that we shall stay ourselves
upon the promises, shall rejoice in the ever-
lasting covenant, aud derive strong conso-
| lation from the oath of God. How blessed,
then, to understand our living union with
our risen Lord, and to know the exper-
ience of the happy psalmist when he sang,
“Yea, though | walk through the valley of
the valley ot the shadow of death, [ will
fear no evil ; for thou art with me; thy rod
and thy staff they comtort me.”

'Thus, I think I have shown you that this
prayer sounds well on every note of the
scale. You may sound it out of the depths
of seeking penitence, and you may run up
the very highest note with the expectancy

| of glory, and the word will sound well on
| any note you touch. Irom the wicket-
| gate of humble faith up to the gate ot pearl
which admits into the golden city you may

o on praying, **Give me understanding,
and [ shall live.”

II. The time is come when under our
second division the prayer is to be more
fully opened up. ‘‘Give me understand-
ing, and I shall live.” Here is

A Want Confessed

because it is deeply felt; the suppliant
owns his need of understanding. Has that
want been felt by vou, my brother? We
are all fools till God gives understanding.
A sense of our own folly is the door-step
of all wisdom. He that is taught ot God
is the man that asks to be taught of God,
and she who has chosen the good part is
the woman who sits at Jesus’ teet to hear
His words. It is the mark of a wise man
that he does not think himself so, and that
he continues to pray ‘‘Give me under-
standing.”

Next, the prayer is directed to God, for
God alone can give understanding. Teach-
ers can enlighten an understanding which
already exists, but they cannot give one.
Masters and instructors can profit nothing
till we have an understrnding with which
lto receive knowledge aright. All real
| understanding of the word of God must
come to us as it did to the disciples on the
road to Emmans, of whom it is written,
“Then opened He their understanding,
that they might understand the scriptures.”
The author of the sacred volume must him-
self expound 1t to the heart and under-
standing, or we shall be rather blinded by
its light than made to see thereby.

Brethren, the psalmist speaks of under-
standing in a general way—‘‘Give me
understanding”—as if he wanted the faculty
for use in many directions. In every
transaction of this life we need to be pru-
dent, for we are surrounded by a thousand
snares and pitfalls, and it we do not ex-
ercise discretion we shall be taken all un-
awares and become the prey of our ene-
mies. We bear within our owu natures so
much to confuse and confound and en-
tangle that it we are not taught prudence
and understanding we shall certainly never
escape from the mischief that is within us.
We are frequently

Like Men in a Fog,

who cannot be sure where they are. It
happened but the other day near Milan
that so dense a fog covered the railway
that a number of workmen who were em-
ployed upon the line heard the sound of an
approaching freight train and rushed to
get away from it; but at that very same
moment an express train, which they had
not heard or seen, came rushing upon
them, and cut them to pieces. Such is our
condition at times; we try to get away
from one temptation and we falF into an-
other ; we hope to escape one form of evil
and we rush into another. Haste breeds
heedlessness, and warmth of zeal is apt to
beget indiscretion, so that we daily need a
good share of understanding as a ballast to
our sail. A Christian man should be a
sensible man, a man with all his wits about
him. He needs to possess the wisdom of
the Book of Proverbs as well as the devo-
tion of the Psalms and the rapture of
Solomon’s Song. Those books are placed
together in the Bible as if to show that
they ought to be read together, and that
their spirit and influence are essential to a
complete practical character.

Still, while the understanding sought for

in the prayer is evidently of a general
character, the former portion of the verse
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links it with a special understanding
of the word of God; and oh, beloved, we
need above all things to understand what
God has revealed. Take care first that
you know it. Search the scriptures, let
them be the man of your right hand.
Knowing and believing, it will be time to
advance to meditation.  Consider the
words of God; weigh them, test them,
dive into them. The richest ore lies deep-
est. There may be sands ot gold sparK
ling upon the surface of the Bible, but the
great nuggets are reserved for those who
dig deep both by day and by night. Con-
sider well the words of eternal life, and
then go on to obey their teaching. You
will never have an understanding of the
Word unless you practice it. To this
must be added experience, for who under-
stands the word till he has experienced its
truth and power? But what a blessed
knowledge of a promise you receive
when it 1s fulfilled to you! How you un-
derstand the reality of prayer when you
have received an answer. How you
know the meaning of communion with
Christ when your face shines with seeing
him!

-

What Life Means.

Permit me to say that no man who is at
all awakened can really live unless he
knows the word of God and understands

its inner meaning. For this reason:
Do you call it life to live without
light” You may have been in the

sepulchral dungeons of Venice, where not
a ray ot light ever came to the unhappy
prisoner. To linger there, do you call
that life? To live without the light of
God is just such an existence. We have
heard of men who have been immured in
dungeons for forty years, wearing con-
stantly the manacles, never breathing the
fresh air,—do you call that life? Can
there be *‘life” where there is no liberty?
Alas, some men have never been free, but
have remained captives to their lusts, never
knowing the liberty wherewith Christ
makes them free. Call you such bondage
life? But more, many men exist without
peace, driven to and fro like a sere leat by
the tempest. Never resting, they are as a
rolling thing before the whirlwind. Call
you that life? *“There is no peace, saith
my God, to the wicked.” Is that life?
And then to have no grand object, no ob-
ject worthy of yourselt—to be living in this
world merely to get enough bread and
cheese to eat, just keeping yourself breath-
ing and your family breathing—is that
life? No heavenly object, no ambition
worthy of an immortal spirit, do you call
that life? Death betore you, which you
dare not think of! No hope. unless it be
the ghastly figment of annihilation! Dread-
ful hope! To me a thought most horrible !
'T'o live without hope is not life ; far rather
call it death. Lord, give me understand-
ing of Thy everlasting testimonies, then I
shall live, but [ shall never live till thou
dost grant me this boon.

III. Now we shall take the third step
and go deeper, laying bare the argument
of this prayer.

What does he mean by saying, ‘The
rightousness of thy testimonies is everlast-
ing : give me understanding, and [ shall
live?” 1 think he means this—that the
word of God when it is pracdcally and
experimentally understood by the mind is
a pledge of life. Do you think that God
would take one of us to be His child and
teach us His word, and then after all per-
mit us to be condemned to die? Is that
His fashion? Did you ever hear of a judge
who instructed a criminal in the arts and
sciences laboriously tor years with the view
of executing him when the task was done?
Nothing of the sort. If the Lord has
taught you it is because the Lord has
bought you, and he will not lose the pur-
chase of His blood. If the Lord has taught
youit is because He means to take you where
your education will be completed, to take
you home to dwell with Himseli above.
“(zive me understanding and I shall live:”
[ am quite ciear about that.

The Crown of Life.

Once more, the understanding of God's
word is the very flower and crown and
glory of true life. 'When a man so under-
stands God’s word as to experience it,and
to practice it, he has reached a high point
of spiritual culture, and his lite will be
loaded, like Aaron’s rod, with buds and
blossoms and fruit unto God’s glory. He
will be such a man that he shall only need
to take one step and be in heaven. He is
a shock ot corn fully ripe, each single stalk
bowing its head towards the earth as if it
asked to be ingathered. Let us pray God
to give us an understanding of His blessed |
werd, for then we shall be ripe for glory,
and in the highest sense it will be true that
we shall **live.”

I cannot make out the notion of certain
professing christians, that a change comes
over christianity as the ages moves on;
that tnere is a christianity for the first cen-
tury, and a revised christianity for the
l)resent era. We have become very en-
ightened of late! You areaware that this
is the marvellous nineteenth century. We
have invented the eleetric light, and none
can deny that we are the most enlightened
people that ever lived on the face ot the
earth! It is not, ot course, pride on our
part to say so, for we are very modest.
Among us there are men who are wonder-
fully brilliant—Paul was but a farthing
candle compared with them. They under-
stand by !

Culture and Thought l

so much of these things that it is an honor
to speak with them. [he gospel that was
preached to the poor, which childlike per-
sons understood by the enlightening in-
fluence of the Holy Spirit, is in their eyes
a very poor business. They sneer and
turn up their cultured noses at what they
call “‘the simple gospel,” asif a simple
gospel was meant tor simpletons. Well,
now, to my mind, this is the very bliss
and blessedness of the gospel, that the
righteousness of God’s testimonies is ever-
lasting, that though it has been tried by
criticism and tested by experience, it re-
mains the same in its spotless purity and
in its divine infallibility to this day.

Do you want a better gospel, any of

DRAWING AND PAINTING.

Pupils can commence at any time—week,

Princrear—JOHN C. MILES, A.R.C.A.
Assistant—FRED H. C. MILES.

ou? Go and fish for it, if you do, but not
in the waters of truth. Do you want any
nobler promise, any surer covenant? As
for me, I bless God that the righteousness
of his testimonies is everlasting, and by
them I mean to abide all my days, God
helping me. -

THINGS OF VALUE.

A woman without a laugh in her is the
greatest bore in existence.— Thackeray.

ForCholera Fellows Speedy Relief stands
ahead of all other preparations.

Hope is itself a species of happiness, and
perhaps the chief happiness the world af-
fords.—Samuel Johnson.

llpod's_ Pills act especially upon the liver,
rousing it from torpidity to its natural
duties, constipation and assist digestion.

The heart of true womanhood knows
where its own sphere is, and never seeks to
stray beyond it.—Hawthorne.

Fellow Dyspepsia Bitters is not a new
remedy. It has been known in this country
over fifty years.

Laboring toward distant aims sets the
mind in a higher key and puts us at our
best.—Parkhurst.

The remarkable longevity of Cape
Breton people may largely be attributed
to a wholesome fish diet—the quintessence
of which forms the base of—Puttner’s Emul-
mon. ;

Every man is in some sort a failure to |
himselt. No one ever reaches the heights
to which he aspires.—Longfellow.

Surer foundation cannot be laid then the
real merit which is the solid base for the
monumental success ot Hood’s Sarsaparilla.

A flower cannot blossom without sun-
shine and a man cannot live without hope.
—George P. Upton. -

A bald headed woman is unusual before
she is 40, but gray beards should use
Buckingham Dye for the Whiskers, the
best and cleanest dye made for coloring
brown or black.

We sleep, but the loom of life never |
stops, and the pattern which was weaving |
when the sun went down is weaving when I
it comes up tomorrow.—Henry Ward |
Beecher.

A. 1. at Lloyd’s. That's what they say
about a seaworthy ship. A lL.—In the
affections of the woman ot Canada. That'’s
what can be said of Lessive Phenix, of
course, you don't use the old washing
powders now. That might have been ex-
cusable before you knew of Lessive ’henix.
What a wonderful thing that Lessive
Phenix is! Cleaus anything and every-
thing. Cleans your clothes, cleans your |
silverware, and cleans your tin or zine, or |
wooden or glass or earthenware. And so
easy to use ! Makes the hands soft. Ask
your grocer.

Apologizing—a very desperaws Labit—
one that is rarely cured. Apology is only
egotism wrong side out. Nine times out
of ten the first thing a man's companion
knows of hi§ shortcomings is from his
apology.—Holmes.

Jonx O’Briex, Esq., Antigonish, writes :
“I have been a sufferer from dyspepsia for
some years, and got so bad it was 1mposs-
ible to attend to my work, vomiting almost
everything eaten. Having heard ot K. D. C. |
I was induced to make a trial of it, and was
astonished to find that after a few doses
food could be retained on my stomach and
after following the directions carefully for

SOME RARE BARGAINS
THIS WEEK

AT THE =

Trustees Sale
OF TURNER & FINLAY'S STOCK.

As we have only a very tew weeks now in which to dispose of the balance of the
Stock we will offer RARE BARGAINS this and the following weeks. Our Stock of

Fur Lined Garments

is still large, nothwithstanding the great demand we have had for them the past week,
and at]thl:e prices we offering them they are certainly the Greatest Values ever  offered
in St. John

Jacket and Mantle Cloths,

IN BLACKS AND COLORED, AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES
TO CLOSE OUT.

Colored Dress Materials.

Prices from 10c. to 3oc. per yard, former
5¢C. to 70cC.

Ten Special Lots.

v 4

pd

prices from

WE HAVE MARKED THE ENTIRE STOCK OF

French Pattern Dresses

at less than one-half their former prices. Customers will find these Great Bargains.

Real Laces,

All Widths, in Black and White AT ABOUT HALF PRICE.

SAMUEL C. PORTER, )
JAMES T. GILCHRIST, )

F'ull Dress Suits

TO ORDER,
From $25.00 to $40.00.

.~

Trustees

The Dress Suit is to-day an absolute
necessity to gentlemen attending weddings,
receptions, parties, etc. [t is the only cor-
rect dress on such occasions.  Every gentle-
man should own a Dress Suit. Now is the
time to order, as the social season opens
immediately after the Christmas Holidays,
and there is nothing like being prepared.

Correct style and first-class workmanship. {

E. C. COLE,

a few weeks the pain and distress known
too well as dyspepsia, gradually left me.
Am now able to attend to my work, and 1n

good health. :
i

PALMER BLOCK,

"""" 178 Main street, - - Moncton.

INSTRUCTION.,

— S |

Spelling |

Punctua,ion, use of capitals ete, are al

learned n the new system or ** Busines |
Writing ” 30 lessons by mail $2.

S~xeLL's Business CoLrLeGe, Windsor,N.S. |
“ Manual” and * Re-

For$1 80

® man system of Shorthand
struction with correction of exercises.

and a complete course of in-

This offer

presents a remarkable oppertunity for the acquisi-
tion of a practical knowledg of the best system of
shorthand extant. Write for further particulars it
you require them. We want u representation of
good address in every town and district. &

Address— SHORTHAND' INSTITOTE

dec.193i. =20 @ St. John, N. IN.

DAVENPORT

School for Boys.

i
We will furnish one |
copv each*Teacher,” |

Lent Term opens Saturday,
January 2, 1892,

REV. F. F. SHERMAN,

HEAD MASTER.

Academy of Art.

Studio Building: 65 Prince William St

ST. JOHN, N. B.

The aim of the school is to give pupis a
good training in

month, or by the year.

HOT WATER HEATING!

NO\V is the time to prepare for comfort in your dwellings next winter. Heat your house with a Hot
p i Water Apparatus; in point of economy, simplicity, cleanliness, and ventilation it is infinitely superior
to any other mode of heating.

SPECIFICATIONS AND PRICES FURNISHED ON APPLICATION.

ALL WORK WARRANTED TO GIVE ENTIRE SATISFACTION.

THOS.CAMPBEILL,,
' PLUMBER, HOT WATER AND TEAM FITTER,

79 Germain Street, St. John, N. B.

Selected Raisins!

: : OO0 . L3
We have had selected in Rh}\ail:i‘;f\i: é;;il(l)l;:’ro(d‘:gj:t,m\f}; :tradv——somc of the fi
IMPERIAL LONDON LAYERS, IMPERIAL CABINETS, CON-
NOISSEUR CLUSTERS, EXTRA DESSERT AND
IMPERIAL RAISINS,

Just landed, and we think the choicest lot of fruit this city has ever seen. For sale by

GEO. ROBERT ON & CO,, - - 30 KING STREET,

P. S.—We are rapidly stocking up all kinds of Christmas Groceries.— G. R. & Co.

FOR HOUSEKEEPERS.

Plated Ware, in great variety; Cutlery, Tin and Japaned

Ware, Brass and Iron Hooks, Nails and Tacks, Mixed Pairts,
Varnish, and large variety of Sundries, required by House-

keepers.
AT THE OLD STAND.

R & THORNE, - - 60 and 62 Pritce Wm. Street

REAM CHIPS

— AND —

OPERA CREAMS.

83 Send for circular.




