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“ASTRA’S” TALKS WITH GIRLS.

[Corrcspoudenta seeking information in this de-

artment should address their queries to ¢ Astra,”
Bnoouss, St. Johs.]
I really think, girls, that I had better
ive up trying to translate French for you!
fter the wotul hash the compositor made
of my two poor little sentences last week |
feel too dispirited to try again, and I think

lain unornamental English seems to be
more my forte. I can just {)luck up suffi-
cient courage to ask ‘*‘Jess,” of Nova
Scotia, to read que voulez vous for que
roulery vous, and qu’ est-ce-que c'est for the
other quotation.

I hope you all enjoyed yoar] Christmas,
irls, and~ tha® you will write and tell me

about it, and about your presents, and the
day generally. Of course Christmas is not
quite here yet, but it will be by the time

you read this, so I don’t mind telling you
that I am going to hang up the Qup’s
stocking. What a time he will have! Now,

girls! just a word about the New Year. Do
you know, I think you will find it much
better not make too many good resolu-
tions. You see when you make a great
many they are not only hard to keep, but
hard to remember, and I find that one
feels a great deal meaner about breaking a

nun ‘s than only a few. Suppose we all
try ‘making one, or two—and keeping
them? In conclusion, as the clergymen

say, may you all spend a very happy New
Year.

Rosix, St. John.—Where are you,
Robin? Have you flown to the sunny
south for the winter, or have you quite
forgotten your friend Astra? Are you
going to let Christmas pass by without
pecking at the window frame, to wish me
a merry Christmas, like the robins on the
Christmas cards? 1 wish I could send
yor,gm‘d myself, and all the other girls,
too! fux that matter. Send me @ line
when you can, to let me know you are
well.

WiLrur, Miss.—Yes, some of the girls
choose odd names, but I suppose the
odder the better, as they would be
all the more difficult to find out.
My dear child how can I tell you? I never
danced the militaire in my life. I hurt my
back some years ago and have scarcely
danced a step since, so all the newer dances
are an unknown quantity to me. The cor-
respondent you ask about is a lady. I be-
lieve a glass of hot,very hot, milk taken just
as you are going to bed willmake one sleep
~right around the clock.” I really do not
know of any way of arranging photographs
on the wall. I never cared much for them,
as they catch the dust in winter and the flies
in summer, and so never look really fresh
after the first few weeks. I have been in
Nova Scotia so little that 1 can scareely
judge, but I do know that we have many
prettier children in New Brunswick than
the two youngsters referred to. I don't
mind about the name in the least, as long
as you tell me what the former one was.
Thank you, my dear, for the compliment
you pay me in saying you would not
write to me, only it is an awtful
day, and you don’t know what to do.
1t is quite a matter of intimacy about send-
ing up the card; if the lady you are calling
upon is quite a stranger, send up your
card, but if you know her well, and the
servant says she is at home, ask to be
shown up. Cold cream is excellent, both
for the hands and face, especially in winter,
as it keeps the skin soft and white, rub it
on with your fingers. About the brightest
and easiest little plays I know ot are /ci on
parle Francais, and My wife's second floor.
The first is not in French, as you might
think from the name. They each take
about an hour in the performance, and
they are very amusing. It is not at all too
early to wish me a merry Christmas, just
the right time, and I wish you the same.
Many thanks from us all, for the love.
You see I have answered both your letters
in one.

Sarp Pasma, St. John.—Do you know.
you have asked me a hard question? I
mean the first; and I can only answer that
of late years the popular idea of modesty
seems to have changed very much, and to
be so elastic that it has practically no
limit. Everything tends towards calling a
spade not only a spade but absolutely a
shovel, and I regret to say that the girl of
the period is not easily shocked. Our
grandmothers even in their old age would
have blushed if anyone had asked them if
they had read Don Juan, but our girls
read books beside which Byron’s master-
piece is as a Sunday school poem. and no
one thinks anything about it, indeed the
modern novel deals in a plain speaking
which is absolutely startling, and the mod-
ern girl can tell a good story which a few
years ago would have simply “lifted our
hair” and made it stand on end.
I really believe that if [ had been a young
man and taken any girl to see the opera,
which, I suppose, ycu refer to, I should
have felt like asking her to come home;
but still society in general went every
night, and seemed to enjoy it. I have
heard very lew women speak of it, but one
man gave me his impressions on the sub-
ject, and his openly expressed disgust
made me wonder whether & really nice
man was not more modest than a corres-
ponding}p nice woman. Many people pro-
nounce 1t Pashaw, and many text books
tell us that it is the correct pronunciation ;
but I once heard a lecturer, who had lived
in the East for years, and must have known
exactly how to pronounce the word,
and I  noticed particularly  that
he called it Pahsha, with scar-
cely any accent on the last syllable.
So'I fancy the proper pronunciation of
the whole name would be Sad Paksha,
with t}za rather long and soft in the first
word. ™ Thank you for the Christmas
wishes.

Girorria, St. John.—(1) I think I
would probablf' tell him so, and have done
with it. (2) I should think it was entirely
her own affair, and that she probably ex-
pected letters by each mail. (3) No, I
don't believe any such nonsense; yellow
garters are fashionable, and nearly all
girls wear them without the least thought
as to whether they will get engaged an
sooner by so doinF or not. (4 and 5{
King street is a public thoroughfare, and
anybody who has paid their taxes has a
perfect right to walk on it as much as they
please; I consider it is entirely their own
affair as to how often they shall walk
;:p or down that very attractive street.

xcuse me if I speak rather plainly, but
I really think you should have more
sense than to take up my time
with such questions as whether 1 “like to
see a boy with a big head and long nose,”
and how often I think ‘‘the servant should
trim the lamps;” your own common sense

should answer them for you. As for my
opinion of a society young lady who stole
a goose. I should think she was either a
kleptomaniac or else she did it for a joke.
(9) You should never accept presents of
any value from young men. (10) No, I
would not marry any man for his money.
(11) It is quite a matter of taste as to the
number of masculine friends a girl has, but
if you have many it is best to treat them as
nearly alike as possible. (12) By the time
you see your answer it will be too late to
give you any advice about Christmas pres-
ents, as Christmas will have passed. Your
letter is dated on the 4th, but did not reach
the oflice till 14th, so it must have been de-
layed. I will give the pup your love with
pleasure.

Rosix Hoop, St. John.—Many thanks
for bright and most interesting letter, Bob
—1I mean Robin Hood. Perhaps you may
be right about that “‘instinct” [ spoke of,
and yet how do you account for a woman
divining a man’s love for hen, when he has
never consciously shown it to her by word
or look? The way you speak of *a good
woman” and “‘the blessedness of married
life” does one's heart good, and goes a
long way towards proving that chivalry is
not quite dead in this prosaic age. You
must pardon me if I still hold to my opin-
ion about Browning. I admit that he has
written some very beautiful things, but I
still believe that there are many poets who
repay one better for the time spent in read-
ing them, and surely poems that require
such close study before you can obtain
even a glimmer of their meaning, must
weary one in the end. Of course I admit
it is largely a matter of taste, but still
that is my opinion. I have read
the poem you mention, “In a
Balcony,” and I think it most exquisite,
but then, there are so many others of his,
which make my head swim, that I get dis-
couraged. When I want a thorough rest,
I like to read Jean Ingelow, Lord Byron,
and Longfellow, extremes, are they not?
[ am very fond both of Dickens, and the
earlier works ot Charles Lever, and, as
long as I have eyes to read, I shall love
Rhoda Broughton’s novels. In spite of all
that has been said about her writing, she is
a perfect mistress both ot humor, and of
rathos. and her books are true to lite.

Jon't you know that those who read little,
often remember the most, and are in the
end better educated that many people who
read everything, and forget it. I think it
an excellent plan to write out ones impres-
sions of a book, or poem, and a great help
to memory. Yes, it makes it much easier
tor me, if you write on but one side of
the paper. A happy New Year to you,
Robin Hood!

Locainvar, St. John.—You never for-
get me, my friend, do you? What do you
mean by saying that you ‘*have been writ-
ing blindfolded long enough, and oniy
making a fool of yourselt?” I do not
understand. I think you are a shrewd
fellow, Lochinvar, and about right in what
you say concerning the opera and the
churches. So many of us are too poor to
put a quarter in the alms box in church,
and yet can easily afford three quarters to
go and see those scantily dressed damsels
in the chorus. Yes; I think you can
safely depend on PROGRESS to ‘‘come out
bold on the liquor business,” or anything
else it disapproves of, and I always interd

to let my light shine, as you
suggest. So you think we have
been a little dull in our column
lately? Well, I think so, too; but you see

we have been too busy to be very bright,
Thank you for your Christmas wishes, and
let me return them most cordially.

Tue Uxirep Rivars, St. John.—I do
not usually answer letters like yours, but
[ will make an exceptipn in your case,
my good men, in order to give you a little
piece of my mind. If you imagine in
your thick-skinned ignorance that respect-
able journalists are in the habit of giving
anyone who chooses to write to them in-
formation concerning their correspondents,
you are displaying that ignorance to a re-
markable extent. It is no affair of yours
who the young lady is, but 1 think you
may sately conclude that you are, as you
elegantly express 1t, ‘‘not in it,” since,
it I may judge by my correspondent’s let-
ters, she is only in the habit of associating
with gentlemen. 1 never received any
such box as you mention, and to show you
how necessary it is for a person who tries
to tell an untruth to know something about
the subject he is dealing with, allow me to
tell you that the man you say sent it—
number one—has been dead for some
years. Now I hope you feel as small as
you look in my eyes, and if you do, any
man worthy of the name can easily carry
you home in his vest pocket.

Will the kind friend in Nova Scotia who
sent me the lovely box of French bon bons
accept my warmest thanks? The kind
thought absolutely brought the tears to my
eves. Ah, Lucille, I think I know whose
hands tied that bow ot pink ribbon. I
thank you more than I can tell,and I don’t
believe I can make up my mind to eat
them. I shall keep them to look at.

ASTRA.

Winning a Wife.

Without a dash ot *“‘modest assurance”
—or shall we call it modified impudence—
no man is likely to make much headway
with any lady. No woman, however bash-
ful, admires sheepishness in a lover; on
the contrary, retiring, sensitive women
usually prefer bold, outspoken fellows,who
push matters to a crisis with earnestness
and dispatch. He who sits down before
the fortress of a woman's heart with the
hope of bringing it to terms of capitulation
by slow and regular approaches will usual-
ly find that it ‘‘laughs a siege of scorn,”
and the chances are that, while he is draw-
ing his lines of circumvallation, a more
passionate wooer will assault the work at
some weak point and carry it by storm.

Some Pointers on Powder.

Don’t let any talk of ‘‘nature pure and
simple,” or *‘despise all artifice,” banish
the powder chamois; it is the best friend
of womankind. Ot course a confessedly

owdered lace is vulgar, but a greasy one
is as bad. The tiniest pinch of powder on
the chamois will remove the oily look, and
need not be observed in the strongest
look, but be sure it matches your com-

lexion. The mistake many women make
is to think any powder will do. Any pow-
der won't, and a dark girl who uses fair

owder deserves to have a red nose. Get
the shade that suits your skin, and then
never leave the house without a little on a
chamois in your pocket; only be sure to
apply it in a strong light, and don't let it

get in your eyebrows.—New York Press.

MY LADY OF THE EMPIRE.

She has Pretty Arms and Likes to Show
Them.

Now-a-days she who has perfect arms
makes the most of them, as is shown by
the wearer of an Empire frock in the illus-
tration. ‘The material is cream pink China
crepe, very deeply crinkled and embroid-
ered in gold all over the skirt. At foot is
a border almost solidly covered with the
gold, from which long graceful sprays run
up almost to the wide pink satin sash that
is fastened directly under the bust and falls
in gold-fringed ends almost to tie bottom

of the deep train. Wide old-rose point,
yellow with age, fall away from the dim-
pled neck that is innocent of jewels,
as is the perfect gloveless arms and
hands. Indeed, her only ornament is a
big pale-pink enamel orchid blossom with
a diamond heart and crusted with diamond
dew, worn at one side of the waved Empire
coiffure. She wears also pink shoes, high-
heeled, gold-wrought, with double-straps
crossing sandalwise over the instep, pale
pink stockings clocked with gold ; and car-
ries a huge fan of white ostrich feathers,
striped with pink and mounted upon ex-
quisitely carved ivory sticks. Her hand-
kerchief is ot lace matching the fall.

Women in a Shoe Store.

A third of an inch gives us a full size in
length of shoe ; a sixth furnishes the inter-
mediate point between two sizes, the sav-
ing of which is desirable, if practicable; a
small fraction of breadth goes a good way
in securing comtort, and in girth of ball or
instep an infinitesimal part of an inchis
sometimes an ell of freedom ; a quarter of
an inch is a good deal ot letting down or
elevating at the heel, and the dilference of
a sixteenth is readily perceptible at the
sole.

FFor these reasons sudden and extreme
changes in the size or weight ot shoes are
injudicious. Even the **paper sole” (which
ought never to be worn in any place),
should be replaced by one only a little
thicker at first. After the summer shoe
the proper thing is one of medium weight
betore the winter article is in order, and
even that doesn’t now mean a thick, cum-
bersome shoe, as it once did.

Very few shoe salesmen have a stock of
patience that will hold out beyond the try-
ing on the sixth pair ot shoes for a woman
customer. The lacing or buttoning of this
number is considerable labor ot itself; then
with each new one tried there is the usual
amount of preliminary talk about the style,
price, etc.

“Over there is a woman,” says a dealer,
¢‘who has tried on nine pairs, and she feels
worse than the clerk about it. She prob-
ably bas a peculiarly shaped foot, and none
of the shoes. thus tar, teel comfortable to
her. In such a case if the clerk shows
weariness he loses his customer.”

The alleged preference of women n
quest of shoes to be waited upon by male
rather than female clerks is probably dne
to the fact that the
more about shoes and leather than
latter. Many a pair of shoes is sold by
the aid of a little judicious shoe lore, even
if partly unintelligible to the buyer. In

the matter of patience there isn’t mnch dif-
terence

between the sexes.—Shoe and

ONE OF THE NEW LACE FRILLS.

Catarrh, Not Local. But Constitutional.

Dr. Dio Lewis, the eminent Boston
physician, in a magazine aric'e says:
“A radicle error underlies nearly all
medical treatment of catarrh. It is not a
disease of the man’s nose; It is a disease
of the man, showing itselt in the nose—a
Local exhibition of a Constitutional trouble.
Therefore, he argues, the use of snuff’ and
other local applications is wrong and while
they seem to give temporarily relief. they
really do more harm than good. Other
leading authorities agree with Dr. Lewis.
Hence, the only proper method of cure for
Catarrh 1s by taking a constitutional remedy
like Hood's Sarsaparilla, which, reaching
every Fart of the body through the blood,
does eliminate all impurities and makes the
whole man healthier. It removes the cause of
the trouble and restores the diseased mem-
brane to proper condition. That this is
the practical result is proven by thousauds

of le who have been cured of catarrh
by taking Hood's Sarsaparilla.

former can tell them |
the

GENTLEMEN'S -- HOLIDAY -- SLIPPERS!

WE rever hadg a better assortment of Lapies’ or GENTLEMEN'S FINE SLippERS than we
have at present. Our Styles are too numerous to mention here, and can only be appreciated

by examining our Stock, which consists of Velvet,

Plush, Pebble,

Alligator and the new Bright Red Morrocco, at prices that suit all Pockets.

Also & ful Stoek of Overshoes, Skating Boots, Snowshoss and Moccassins for all ages.

WATERBURY & RISING.

P. S. Our warm Felt German Slippers are a boon to cold feet.

Kid,

Go:

A,

Cre

ole,

Where
Are You Sending
Your Orders
for
Printing?

DON'T FORGET TO LET ME GIVE AN ESTIMATE,

SEND FOR ESTIMATES. ORDERS FROM THE COUNTRY PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO.

Best Style at Lowest Rates.

E. J. ARMSTRONG,
STEAM BOOK AND JOB PRINTER,

85 GERMAIN STREET, ST. JOHN, N. B.
Billheads, Letterheads, Statements, Tags, Shipping Blanks, Cheques,

Notes, Insurance Blanks, Legal Forms, Labels, Circulars, Railway
Printing, Show Cards, and every description of Printing done in the

"How are youn!”
.Nicely; Thank You."”
.. Thank Who?”

Why the inventor of

SCOTT’S |
EMULSION

Which cured me of CONSUMPTION.”

Give thanks for its discovery. That it
does not make you sick when you

( take it.

( Give thanks.

{ efficacious as the old-fashioned

3 cod liver oil, 5

' Give thanks., Thatitissuch a wonder- {

N~

That it is three times as

ful flesh producer.

Give thanks. Thatitis the best remedy
for Consumption,Serofula,
DBronechitis, Wasting Dis~
eases, Coughs and Colds.

Besure you get the genuinein Salmon
color wrapper; sold by all Druggists, at
soc. and $1.00.

SCOTT & BOWNE, Belleville.

COLONIAL HOUSE,

PuiLLirs SQUARE,

MONTREAL.

We have at present the finest
Stock of

Christmas

00DS

ever sh()\\‘n in C&lll?l(lil.

Everything in the shape of
Holiday Gifts to suit all tastes,
all ages, and all purses.

Our collection of Toys, me-
chanical and otherwise, Dolls
and Dolls, Furniture, Dolls,
Dinner and Tea Setts, Drums
and Toy Musical Instruments,
Engines, Locomotives, Skates,
Small Chairs, Games of every
description, Books, Cards, Pic-
tures, and in fact everything to
suit the young people, is un-
equalled in the Dominion.

See onr Christmas Catalogu.

(Free on application.)

N. B.—Mail orders promptly and carefully
attended to.

HENRY MORGAN & CO,,
CoroniAL HoUusE,
Montreal.

the City.

Ici on parle Francais.
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Transient Guests. from $3.50 upwards, or
Weekly Boarclers, $3.00, or 1

Monthly Boarders, special Terms.
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SPLENDID HOTEL

NITUATED on the Seashore just outside the City and
b Points of Interest and Business Centres.

Terms Very Moderate.

Swimming Baths, Salt and Fresh Water Baths, Cafe, Billiard Saloon, Barber Shop,
Lavatories, Electric Light, Telephone Connection, and all

|
l

AMATICA canbe reached via Steamer Alpha from
Steamers of the Boston Fruit Company,

sage. For further particulars address :

Climate, Scenery, etc., etc., etc.

ACCOMMODATION

- AT ————

The Elite Hotel of Jamaica,

AND

Modern Improvements and Conveniences.

Opinions of some Distinguished Guests on
the *“ Myrtle Bank "’ Hotel.

From the Hon. Villiers Stuart, King’s House,
Jamaica.—Having been staying on several occasions
at the Myrtle Bank Hotel, I have found it well ap-
pointed, and the Staft most obliging. The Hotel
is well situated, the verandahs have the benefit of
the sea-breeze and command very interesting views.
We found the beds especially comfortable.

From Arthur Harvey, Esq., Toronto, Canada.—
I have spent some weeks in Jamaica, every hour of
which has been delighttul, and much of the pleasure
has been due to the excellent accommodations of the
Myrtle Bank Hotel. The rooms, the cuisine, * * *
and the civility received at your hands, call for this
acknowledgment.

From the Hon. Thos. J. Clayton, Thurton, Penna.
—We have spent ten days at Jawaica, making the
Myvrtle Bank Hotel our headgquarters. We have
found it the best Hotel on the Island. We can
recommend this Hotel to our countrymen as an
agreeable resting place.

From John M. Oakley, of Pittsbury, Pa.—On
I(‘:wiu;{ ToRe hospitable house, the “ Myrtle Bank,”
after two weeks’ stay, we wish to say to our country-
men, through you, that we have found your location
favored by the sea-brecze as cool as the mountain
top. We shall advise all our friends visiting at
Jamaica to stop at this Hotel.

From Rear-Admiral Seymore, R. N.—For the
four weeks I have lived in your Hotel, I have been
struck with the civility of the Staff to guests and
visitors. 1 wish the undertaking every success.
advise any one visiting Kiugston to stay at Myrtle
Bank.

From Hon. T.A. and Lady Brassey.—The Hotel
is about the best planned I have seen in the Tropics.
The broad verandahs and passages entirely open to
the air make it deliciously cool. The bed rooms
could not be more comfortable.

From Senator Warner Miller,U. S. A.—I desire to
express my appreciation of your Hotel. I have found
it a most delighttul place and have enjoyed my visit
to Kingston. Your Hotel furnished me with perfect
accommodation.

From Cleveland Moffett, Correspondent of the
“ New York Herald.”—It gives me pleasure to state
that during the ten days I have passed in your pleas-
ant Hotel, I have been treated with the greatest
courtesy and attention. No trouble spured in the
interests of the guests. The Hotel is certainly well

managed.

From John C. Kleine ( Sept. 3rd, 1891), Cor-
respondent ** New York World.”—During the stay
of myself and wife at Myrtle Bank we have received
every attention. The accommodations are most
excellent, the beds could not be better, and tLe table

is first-class.

“MYRTLE BANK™ H

TO BR

JAMAICA, WEST INDIES.

NEW AND FASHIONABLEK

WINTER RESORT OF THE WEST INDIES.

Read Hon. Adam Brown's Report of the Jamaica Exhibition, as to

FOUND

OTEL

HOME OF THE INVALID AND PLEAURE SEEKER.

THE HEADQUARTERS OF DISTINGUISHED VISITORS FROM ABROAD,

Aqui se habla Espanol.

(

SEE A FEW OF THE MANY TESTIMONIALS :
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MaxaGger MyrrLE Baxk Horer Co., Kingston, Jamaica.
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Halifax, sailing twice a month, $75 for return passage ;
sailing from Boston twice a week, $50 for return pas-

HOUSES,

PORTRAITS, E
ih g ADVERTISEMENTS.

““PROGRESS” ENGRAVING BUREAU,

STORES,

SAINT JOHN, N.B.

polad

P T o

ENGRAVING.

1 within 5 minutes’ drive of all Docks, Stations,
Has the finest views and healthiest location of any Hotel in




