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Through Christ Jesus we have access in 
one spirit unto the Father. For we have 

not received the spirit of bondage again to 

fear, but the spirit of children, whereb 

we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit himself 

beareth with our spirits that we are the 
children of God. 
Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, 

and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you. If ye, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more shall your Father who is 

in heaven give good things unto them that 
ask Him. 
And this is the boldness which we have 

towards Him, that if we ask according to 

His will He heareth us. Let us, therefore, 

draw near with boldness unto the throne 
of grace, that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need. 

A Prayer. 

O God who bas included all Thy com- 
mandment of love, so that if we love not 

our neighbor we cannot tulfil Thy law ; we 
humbly pray Thee to create in our hearts 
such a sincere and fervent love of one 

another, that we may be children of our 
Father in Heaven, and true disciples of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

HYMN. 

O Thou great friend to all the sons of men, 
Who once didst come ip humblest guise below, 

Sin to rebuke, to break the captive’s chain, 
And call Thy brethren forth from want and woe : 

We look to Thee : Thy truth is still the hfe 
Which guides the nations, groping on their way, 

Stumbling and falling in disastrous night, 
Yet hoping ever for the perfect day. 

Yes! Thou art still the life: Thou art the way 
The holiest know : Light, life, and way of heaven! 
And they who dearest hope, and deepest pray, 
Toil by the light, life, way, which Thou hast given. 

Of Avoiding Many Words. 

Fly the tumult of the world as much as 
thou canst ; for the trotting of worldly at- 
fairs is a great hinderance, although 1t be 
done with sincere intention. 
For we are quickly defiled, and en- 

thralled by vanity. 
Oftentimes I could wish that I had held 

my peace when I have spoken,and that I had 
not been in company. 
Why do we so willingly speak and talk 

one with another, when notwithstanding 
we seldom cease our converse before we 
have hurt our conscience ? 
The cause why we so willingly talk, is 

for that by discoursing one with another, 
we seek to receive comfort one of another 
and desire to ease our mind wearied with 
many thoughts. 
And we very willingly talk and think of 

those things which we most love or desire ; 
or of those things which we feel to be 
against us. 
But alas, oftentimes in vain, and to no 

end ; for this outward comfort is the cause 
of no small loss of inward and divine con- | 
solation. { 

Therefore we must watch and pray, lest | 
our time pass away idly. 

It it be lawful and expedient for thee to 
speak, speak those things that may edify. | 

Evil habits and neglect of our own | 
growth in grace do give too much liberty to | 
imconsiderate speech. 

Yet discourse of spiritual things doth | 
greatly further our spiritual growth, es- 

pecially when persons of one mind and | 
spirit associate together in God. | 

SERMON. | 

The Ministry of Sorrow. | 

BY REV. LLEWELYN D. BEVAN, D. D. 

“For whom the Lord loveth, He chasteneth, and | 

scourgeth every son whom He receiveth.”—Ieb 
xii: 6. v 

There is no fact in human life more cer- 

tain than universality of suffering, and 

there is, perhaps, nothing for which a man 

finds a greater difficulty to discover an 

adequate or satisfactory reason. Man is 

made to mourn : of that there is no doubt. 

But he would be a bold man who should 

declare that man was made for mourning. 

Sorrow is not natural: the instinct of 

human nature is to rebel against it, to 

fight it off, to avoid it: and the instinct is 

divinely given. Try and explain this 
sorrow which we all know upon natural 

grounds, and you must fail: even when 

you have dealt with cases of what we might 

call deserved suffering: when it seems 

just to say, “It served him right,” when 

we can see the immediate connection 

wrong produces in the very person who 

committed the wrong, or when we can 

trace the moral results of Sfloring in 

everything that is brought about in heart 
and conscience and life, there still remains 

a large residum which baftles all interpre- 
tation, and defies every endeavor to allay 

or soothe. Take, for example, the loss of 

those who seem most necessary. At the 

very . moment, the critical moment, when 

they are required they are taken away. 

ve seemed to have lost much of its pain- 
fulness. We ourselves, who are gathering 
in this great council, feel it deeply, acutely, 
that the very man of all others whom we 
expected as a guide and leader, to whose 

suggestion the council owes its holding, in 
whose wise care it would have been led on 
to perfect and complete success—he is the 

one who vanishes: and upon the very eve 

of our assembly, the very time when we 

needed him most, he is gone. gone from 

our friendship, gone from our council. 

Little children suffering—who can ex- 

plain it? I have oftentimes seen good 

reason for my own suffering. I see 

many of you here this morning: if you 

suffered a little bit we should not very 

much wonder at it, and perhaps be not 

altogether sorry, Yang Shoe it might do 

you some little good. But a little child ! a 

child who has just opened its eyes upon 

this life, who can tell how it suffers? It 

can only lie on the mother’s knee, and 

- MORNING SERVICE. 
moan and wail and gather round about it 
the little knot of loving ones who watch it, 
and wonder, without anything of expla- 
nation, why that child should suffer. 
Rachel, mourning for her children, will 
not be comforted: and Rachels, believe 
me, will be found in every generation. So 
long as man continues there will be mourn- 
ing ones who will not be comforted : and 
as we see their refusal to receive comfort, 
we can only say it is natural, it is God 
given, it is divine. For the bible does not 
solve the difficulty. The bible deals with 
the subject practically and only practically. 
The bible never satisfies your speculative 
inquiry. No question is solved by the 
book so as to answer everything that you 
can ask. It is only solved so that you can 
live as faithful servants of the Eternal One. 
And the bible shows us the relation of 
suffering to sin. But, finally, it bids us 
fall back upon God. He will do right. 
He will make all well. He is the great 
consoler of man. It finds a light even in 
our darkness. It declares that sorrow is 
chastening, that the christian man for him- 
self and for his brethren can rejoice even 
in chastening ; for itis the work of the 
— Father. ‘“Whom the Lord loveth 
he chasteneth and scourgeth every son 
whom He receiveth.” It does not satisfy 
your intellect, but it will satisfy your heart. 
It will not take away every doubt, remove 
all the difficulties ot the situation in which 
gos find yourself: but it will give you the 
oldfast to the hand ot God : 1t will reveal 

to you the gracious eye that is looking 
down upon you in mercy : it will open to 
you the heart that knows your sufferings, 
nay, perhaps, indeed, inflicts them, be- 
cause He is wise and gracious, and loves 
you even while he chastens. 

These are the three facts that lie in this 
text of ours: sorrow, discipline, love. 
The acceptance ot God's mercy, I re- 

mark, in the first place, does not assure 
the believer from the lot of the sufferer. It 
is perfectly true we may promise to him 
who accepts the gospel much joy and much 
pleasure. If you will only take Jesus 
Christ, my friend, you will find it the 
beginning of gladness in your lives. There 
is a joy even in the grace of God that 
comes to us through Jesus Christ with 
which no stranger can intermeddle. The 
relation of God into which you enter by 
obedience is itself a cause of joy. For a 
man to place himself in harmony with the 
Divine law: for him to say, ‘‘No longer 
my will but thine be done,” for him to seek 
no more his ends but the Divine ends: 
he will find therein the peace, the calm, 
the quiet restfulness, enter his spirit, and 
will give him infinite delight. All the 
laws of being—not only your own, but 
those around you—all become harmonious. 
Obey God, and you are at once in accord 
with the great principles upon which all 
life is governed. As long as you disobey 
(God, as long as you fail to fulfil His will, 
you are perpetually meeting opposition. 
There is no harmony. The relation 
between you and the external world is a 
relation of conflict, not a relation of 
mutual action and interaction. But the 
moment you have set yourself right with 
God, with God's universe, peace and har- 

mony and calm and biessedness come into 
your soul. When you are at peace thus 
with all things that God has made, that is a 
state ot forgiveness. What a blessed thing 
it is when we have done wrong to our 
friend and have acknowledged it, and 
owned up, and sought his reconciliation, 
and he puts out his hand and says, ““Not 
another word : do not refer to it, it is for- 
gotten” —what calm and quiet. what bless- 
edness and peace! And oh! dear friends, 
when it is the Divine Friend, when it is 

(God Himself who speaks the word in peace 
and pardon, and when there waves over 
our heads, bowed down in sorrow and in 
shame the tender hand of Christ Himself 
and His word is uttered, ‘Go in peace 
and sin no more,” then our souls are 
jubilant, then we seem to hear the very 
angels sing, then the blessings and peace 
of heaven itself is ours: and the man who 
has made himself right with God has 
entered into that blessedness and joy that 
none other can understand. 
And more than this, there are special 

promises that are attached to godly living. 
God directly blesses the man who serves 
him. I know sometimes you hear people 
talk about a statement of this sort as if 
there were a kind of smugness as if it had 
a sort of Pharisaic tone about it as if men 
who believed in this had a pleasant regard 
for themselves that they were peculiarly 
his friends and favorities of God. That 
may be so; but nevertheless, it is a fact 

God directly blesses the man who serves 
Him. The old testament is full of prom- 
ises of that kind. The new testament, 
though it deals rather with moral and spir- 

itual conditions, always confirms them. It 

tells us that it is the pleasure of the Father 
to give us these things. Christ does not 
articularize them. He gathers them up 

into just that one description, and says, 
“These things,”—wealth, pleasure, troops 

of friends, the peace of your home, the joy 

of those who are round about you, the 

fame, the honour that men will give you 

these things it is the pleasure of the Father 
to give: they will all be added unto you if 
you seek first of all the kingdom. Christ 

does not need to make a specific blessing 

for each of them, but He leaves them just 

in the great lump of God’s gifts that He 

will add unto you when He has given Him- 
self. But He gives them. Take a body 

of christian men ; they are the most joyous 

men in the world. Take any congregation 
of Christian people, who for twenty, thirty, 
or forty years have been walking in the 

ways of God. There is more health, there 
is more happiness, there is more secular 
joy in that company than in any other such 

sized company in all the rest 
of the world. A christian congre- 
ation is not a congregation that has 

the most sorrowful faces. If you want to 

see the most sadness, brethren, go to the 

places of pleasure; see men and women 
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amusing themselves; there you will see, 

even amid the laughter that is like that of 

fools, sorrows that eat into the soul and 

take out of life its blessedness. It is not 

so among christian men and women. They 

have the lifting up of the face God-ward; 

they have the light that shines upon the 

face from the face of God; they have a 

ladness and a blessedness that none others 

oo God, when you have made od 

seace with Him, adds to that peace all the 

joy that He gives you; and I promise you, 

if you will accept the gospel of God's 

grace, yours shall be a blessedness like the
 

joy of them that shout in the harvest, a 

peace that shall be like the waves of the 

sea, the very joy and blessedness of God 

himself. Now this is true, brethren; but 

at the same time the believer will not be 

exempt from the conditions of distress. 

They will come. Natural griefs will be 

yours. The imperfections of his own 

character will distress him, the ideal that 

we sometimes set before us, and then the 

real that is ours ; the picture that we would 

paint, and the unhappy daub that is often 

the result of our best endeavor; the goal 

we would reach, and ah! brethren, the 

slippery place we run over and fall; the 

beautiful garments that we would set upon 

ourselves—the garments of righteousness 

and glory—richer and brighter than the 

garments that the angels wear—and then 

the poor tattered rags of the righteousness 

we have lost, and the smear and smirch 

of the secular wrong or the sensual 

vice into which we have fallen. 

That is the sorrow of the chris 

tian’s heart. He stands at the grave 

of his loved friend and drops the 

tear he only sheds when he stands 

at the grave of his own best endeavor, 

his own high hope of holiness and good- 

ness ? to say farewell and be gone, gone to 

the distant land, or gone to the unseen? 

But what when we have lost the joy of our 

first faith? What when the bloom of early 

piety has disappeared ; when the secret of 

the Lord has perished from us, and when 

there are no longer those sweet and blest 

communions with God Himself and the 

witness of His spirit that we are His: when 

we have lost our spending money, and we 

simply go on in the mere poverties of just 

enough ? Christian brethren, you know 

it. The sorrow that omes then, the agony 

that comes then, the shame that comes 

then—these are the bitter pains through 

which the christian heart must oftimes 

pass. To say nothing of the evil and; un- 

godly opposition that is around him, the 

natural sorrows of his life, the personal 

imperfections and hinderances in trying to 

do any christian work. You take a man 

by the hand, you help him, you lift him 

out of the mire, you set him going : and | 

the very next time you are in the street | 

| great curtain of darkness drawn across the there he is staggering once again in his 

wretchedness, broken down. The youth 

wrongs you, you overlook it, you throw 

around about him your care and protec- 

tion, yet set him once again upon a 

straight line ; he does well, he promises 

well, vou trust him a little more, and then 

once more he is dabbling with funds that 

he has no right to, he is once again un- 

truthful and deceptive, once again fraudu- 

lent. Oh your shame and annoyance, your 

bitter disappointment. You try to do 

some work for God and for humanity ; you 

call up within your soul philanthropic sen- 

timents, you devote yourself to some great 

service, and the very men who should help 

you, the very men who are sworn to stand 

by virtue and righteousness hinder you— 

on the magistrate’s bench, in the very 

house of representatives itself. 

Oh the disappointment, the Dbitter- 

ness, the miserable failure through 

which life seems to pass until it 

shall reach the blessed consummation 

which you hope for, I promise you, brethren, 

blessedness, infinite blessedness; but the 

sorrows will come. There is no man but 

must bear them. The back shall be bowed 

down with the burden; nay, it shall be 

welted with the stripes wherewith it is 

smitten, for there is chastening. Blessed 

be His name, “Whom He love He chastens 

and scourgeth every son whom He re- 

ceives.” 

And so, I say, in the next place, the 

sufferings of the believer are intended to 

be disciplines of life and ministries of char- 

acter. How are we to receive these sor- 

rows ? Now, they are sent by God in 

order that we may be perfected. Men 

seem to think that sorrow comes that it 

may be borne; or else, with teeth set and 

with every nerve braced, we endure with 

stoical fortitude and courage, Not so. 

They come from God, divinely sent that 

we might be divinely chastened. They 
direct the soul to its true home and life. 

Even the christian man is very often 

tempted to be contented with the things 
about him. to settle down where he is. 

Now, man is not born for where he is. 

He is born to go where he is not. And so 

when the sorrow comes it shakes us. When 

the pain comes it makes us feel this is not 

for us our home—something else, some- 

where else, some other conditions. I do 

not mean necessarily another world; I do 

not mean that any man should want to get 

out of this into the future, as we call it, 

but rather that we should change the con- 

ditions in which we live for a higher. Life 
eternal, remember, is a quality; it is not 

merely a state and you may enter into 

eternal life now. Your sorrows and your 

pains do not belong to the eternal life; 
and they are given to you that you may 
lift your spirit out of the surroundings of 

the present, and that you may clothe them 

with the glory and the blessedness that be- 

longs to the life that lies beyond. 
es: and these sufferings limit and de- 

stroy the evil that remains. There are 

some good friends who tell us that no evil 

remains. I know some men and women, 

and have much respect for them, who say 
that since a certain date—they can give 

you the very hour—there has been no 

more sin, no more evil, no more disobed- 
ience, no more wilfulness in their hearts. 
Happy people, happy people perchance in 
their ignorance of themselves; happier 
still in their ignorance of what other people 
think of them! Ah, brethren most of us 

I tancy, know something of the evil that is 
still here—passions that boil and rage 
within us the meannesses of spirit that 
sometimes tempt us to Sagres] acts, to 

cowardice and shame; the self-assertion 
that makes us forget that we are no longer 
our own, but that we are bought with a 
price ; the very strength of our character 
that makes us rebellious. Have you none 
of them? Is this a congregation in whom 
there is no sin remaining? Oh, trans- 
cendent hosts of heaven! Oh, company of 
sanctified and glorified ; it is strange that 
you are here to listen to the words of a 
mortal man if that be so. Nay, nay, 
brethren, I know you better for I know 
myself better. Youare here with your 
sins, and some of you, not so long ago, 
have been down in the dark, deep valley. 
It has been a grim battle. Thank God if 
you have conquered. Dat, oh, it may be 

you are here today to say, broken! lost 
again ! failed again! beaten again! My 
friends, thank God, then, if He chastens 

you ; thank God if He lays upon you the 
hand that may be heavy, the scourge that 
may be sharp. For, believe me, it limits, 

lessens, drives back the evil. *“*For whom 
He loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom He receiveth.” 

And think of the scope it gives for the 
practice and perfection of the christian’s 
virtues. Brethren, there is many 
a man whose goodness you never 
knew until e was afflicted. 
When he was in business, how sharp! 
When he was in life, how ambitious! 
When he was in health and strength, how 
vigorous, how resolute! He throws aside 
all else, and men said: “The man is hard 
and selfish.” Then you go and see him 
laid upon a bed of sickness; you see him 
smitten ; his health is gone, his triends are 
taken from him. Loss has come to him, 
and he has lost the very dearest things of 
lite. The man is no longer a man, he has 
risen to an angel; the man has ascended 
to the heights where heroes dwell, and 
down in his poverty, shame, and weakness, 
and pain, he has risen to a greatness you 
never knew before. Oh, the virtues! Oh, 
the tenderness! Oh, the patience! If 1t 
had been always day, how little of this 
world would you have known! Nothing 
in the heavens but the great orb of light. 
This earth with its beauty, and that sun 
with its glory, and nothing else : and some- 
times in this city of yours not even the 
sunlight to be seen—that is shrouded. But 
there comes the night—the night, with its 
cool, still shadows; the night, with its 

sky; the night when fades out all earth's 
beauty, and the sun has vanished from its 

place in glory. And what is there? A 
universe, a delight, a beauty; a universe 
with ten thousand eyes looking down upon 

us. Darkness shows us worlds of light we 
never knew by day, and so the world 

grows larger because it has grown dark. 
And there is many a man and many a 

| woman, too, the greatness of whose life, 
and the nobleness of whose character, is 
l 

| 

| 

only known when sorrow swept upon them, 

and they entered into the night of their 

| great pain. Thank God tor the revelations 
of sorrow! We had been a poor world, 

brethren, if we had always been a joyous 

\ | 

one ; and we are rich today—rich in the in- | 

finite virtues that God Himself doth most | 

greatly honor, because we have passed into | 

the inheritance of the sorrowing. “Wlom 

He loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth 

every son whom He receiveth.” 

And so, finally, let me say that these 

sufferings, being disciplinary, are the proofs 

and the results of the divine love. They 

are not only to chasten us, they are not 

only to quicken our conception of life, and 

to enlarge our virtures, but they are to re- 

veal God. They are signs, brethren, that 

God has not forgotten us. One of the 

most famous men of this city one day said 

to me: *‘I know not how it is, 1 some- 

times tremble at the success of my life. I 

have wealth beyond the dreams ot avarice : 

I have success in business phenomenal even 

in these days of success: I have a satisfac- 

tion and joy in my family lite and in all the 
relations of my public life that 1 cannot 

describe : I sometimes tremble with fear 

and apprehension.” Within six months 

that man was smitten—smitten in what was 

the dearest part of his own self-conscious- 

ness: charged with an unworthy action, 

charged with base behavior, and held up 

to obloquy and shame because of things 

done in his name over which he had no 

control, and for which he was not respon- 

sible, but for which he suffered. Ah! 

God had not forgotten him. Sometimes. 

brethren, it seems, when all things are so 

bright and beautiful, that God has forgot- 

ten us. Nay: He touches us, it may be, 
with a heavy hand of chastisement, but that 

is that we may know that He is near—that 

He has not forgotten us: it is an indica- 

tion of His intention to produce in us the 

(vod’s highest excellence. What is 

will concerning you? It is not 

merely your joy, brethren, it is the 

bettering of your moral nature: it is the 

erfecting of all those virtuous character- 

istics that come out even in the midst of 

your sorrow. And it is Sung accom- 

anied by some proof of peculiar favor. 

growed knew a good man sorrowing but 

that with the sorrow there came some 

greater reason for gratitude and joy. 1 

never knew one who was called to bear 

pain or loss but that, if he only kept his 

eye so that he might see the presence of 

God. he would find that God was nearer to 

him in his sorrow and closer to him in his 

pain. “Whom He loves He chastens, and 

scourgeth every son whom He receives.” 

Brethren when sometimes your loved ones 
have entered into the place of sorrow be 
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silent: God is with them. “Far off, or | 
off, ye profane ones,” was the cry ot the 
ancient priestess. So, sometimes, should | 

be the cry to your own souls when the | 
presence of God is manifested in the sor- 

rows of those you love. This is the spirit 
in which we should receive it, and this is | 

| 

| 

the forecast of its complete removal. For 
the work of chastisement shall be per- 
fected. All the dealings of God with us | 
shall issue in the attainment of the highest | 
conceptions of the christian life, and when | 
sorrow shall have done its work we shall 
have entered into the infinite life where | 
death itself shall die, and sin itself shall be | 
forgotten the life that issued even out of | 
the sins and the sorrows and the death of 
this. Rejoice, brethern—this is my mes- | 

| sage—in the joy that God gives: but if | 
there comes sorrow wait upon the Lord 

and rest patiently in Him: for whom He 
loves He chastens, and scourges every son | 

whom He receives. May the gracious | 
ministry of sorrow thus come with healing ! 
and with hope to every stricken heart, for | 
His name's sake. 

HYMN. 

“He took them up in His arms, put His hands | 
upon them, and blessed them.—Mark x: 16. 

Was not our Lord a little Child, 
Taught by degrees to pray, 

By father dear, and mother mild 
Instructed day by day? 

And lov’d He not of Heaven to talk 
With children in His sight, 

To meet them in His daily walk, 
And to His arms invite? 

What though around His throne of fire 
The everlasting chant 

Be wafted from the seraph choir 
In glory jubilant? 

Yet stoops He, ever pleas’d to mark 
Our rude essays of love, 

Faint as the pipe of wakening lark, 
Heard by some twilight grove. 

— Keble. 

Prayer. 

Our father in heaven, the Lord and 
guide of our lives, and the giver of all our 
good things: we bow before Thee now 
with humble and grateful hearts. That 
Thou are mindful of little children, and 
sufferest them to come to Thee : Amen. 

HYMN, 

Three in One, and One in Three, 
Ruler of the earth and sea, 
Hear us, while we lift to Thee 
Holy chant and psalm. 

Light of Lights, with morning, shine: 
Lift on us Thy light divine : 
And let charity benign 
Breathe on us her balm. 

Light of lights, when falls the even, 
Let it close on sin forgiven: 
Fold us in the peace of heaven, 
Shed a holy calm. 

Three in One, and One in Three, 
Dimly here we worship Thee: 
With the saints hereafter we 
Hope to bear the palm. 

Prayer. 

O God our Father, who in Thy love to 
our race didst send Thy Son into our world 
to bring back the wandering sheep, turn 
not away Thy face from us, but cleanse us 
from our secret faults, and mercifully for- 

give our presumptuous sins, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Benediction. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 

the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 
Amen. 

AND ANISEED. 
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CROUP, WHOOPING COUGH, 
COUGHS AND COLDS. 

OVER 40 YEARS IN USE. 
25 CENTS PER BOTTLE. 

ARMSTRONG & CO., PROPRIETORS, 
SAINT JOHN, N. B. 

CAFE ROYAL, 
Domville Building, 

Corner King and Prince Wm. Streets. 

MEALS SERVED AT ALL HOURS. 

DINNER A SPECIALTY. 

Pool Room in Connection. 

~ WILLIAM CLARK. 

ANDREW PAULEY, 
CUSTOM TAILOR, 

F°% THE PAST NINETEEN YEARS CUT- 
TER with JAS, 8S. MAY & SON, begs 

leave to inform the citizens of Saint John, and the 
public generally, that he may now be found at his 
new store, 

No 70 Prince Wim. Street, 
with a NEW AND FRESH STOCK of Woolen 
Goods, personally selected in British, Foreign, and 
Domestic makes. Suitable for all classes. Inspec. 
tion invited. Fit and Workmanship Guaranteed 
First-class, at 

70 PRINCE WILLIAM STREET. 
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ESTEY'S 

EMULSION 
—Or— 

Pure Coo Liver OIL 
IS THE BEST 

PHYSICIANS SAY 80 
[| 1 SS
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ESTEY'S EMULSION 
Palatable as Milk. Sold everywhere, 4 

— 

Ladies’ Pock-t Books at Me Arthur's, 80 
King street. 


