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RANDOM RECOLLECTIONS
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JOSEPH HOWE AND HIS TIMES.

And Incidental References to Some of His
Prominent Public Contemporaries.

By **Historicus,” Fredericton, N. B
NO., 22.

An Unpleasant Duty—- A Great Mistake. | and—rejected, and the next year accepted.

[ now propose to draw these letters to a ;| Whatever may be thought ot this union to-

close in two more chapters, and in doing | day by the Maritime Provinces after

so mast impose upon myselt a most un- | twenty-five years experience, it matters

{)leasanf duty in reference to Mr. Howe’s | not.
|

atter days. lHad Bonaparte fallen at| by means of a somersault—it wan an open-
Waterloo, he would bave been spared the | eye proceeding as far as New Brunswick
humiliations of St. Helena. Iad hisne phew | was concerned. The union is consolidated
ended his days at Sedan, his Imperial | upon constitutional grounds, and must
greatness would not have been overshadow- | stand until the time comes for the next im-
ed by the remembrance of his blunder in | portant change!

provoking the Franco-Prussian war—losing Now, had the question in the same way
a throne, as it were, on the hazard of a die. ( been submitted to the people ot Nova Scotia
Had he refrained from joining his red shirt | for their accepatance or rejection, there

legions in order to retrieve the fortunes of | could have been no cause for complaint— |

a moribund French
army after its many
defeats by the Prus-
sians, but retired to
Capreri, on handing
over the Kingdom
of Naples, which he
had conquered for
Victor Emanuel, the
name of Garibaldi
would now stand
much higher in the
Italian archives. Had
he rested his name
solely upon his liter-
ary works, instead
of going into the
Imperial Parliament
for which he was al-
together unfitted be-
cause untrained to
its practices, ll{lli-
burton’s reputation
would now be resting
upon a sounder pe-
destal. On his re-
turn from England,
whither he had gone
at his country’s call,
to oppose the union
of Nova Scotia with
the other Provinces,
had he then retired
to private life,
Howe’s reputation
today would have
rested upon a noble
and more enduring
monument than what
could be produced
frcm stone or
marble. The great
life began in 1866.

HON. JOSEPH HOWE.

mistake of his | nor need Mr. Howe have gone to England
Howe considered | to plead at the Colonial Office for exemp-
his country sold into bondage—trans- | tion from the compact.

Here the people accepted the union |
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and staunch political supporters, that many
ol them even failed to recognize him upon
the public streets—aye, even some of those
who had rigen to higin positions in the state
through Mr. Howe himself—for had it not
been for the reforms he had brought about
and thus cleared the way for them, they
never would have been heard of in public.
. Common gratitude alone, one would sup-
' pose, would have taught these gentry bet-
ter manners. Mr. Howe might truly have
said with Wolsey—

I “Uad I but served my God with half the zeal

{ I served my country. He would not in mine uge

'[ Have left me naked to mine enemies.”

| The next step was to obtain a consti-
| tuency and enter the House ot Commons.
| Hants was the County which he chose for
| trial of strength. Here (1869) he was

met in opposition by Mr. Goudge a highly
| popular  gentleman living in  Windsor.
| The election took place in the dead ot

winter, so that to get about among the
| numerous constituents in all parts, would
| be a serious undertaking for a much
younger man. Mr. Howe was over 65 at
| this time. T'he snow storms and drifts on |
| canderoy roads, sleeping in cold beds at
| night, and speaking in public day after
| day in exposed places, were all a terrible
| trial to him; and when he came out ot the
| struggle barely victorious his heaith was
shattered—indeed the seeds of permanent
disease, and final dissolution, may be
traced to that election contest.

Mr. Howe in the House of Commons,

| When Mr. Howe took his seat in the
| House of Commons for the first time, he
| was, as is customary, introduced to the
| Speaker, and his escort for that purpcse
were two of his old confederation oppon-
ents—a most remarkable and humiliating
. spectacle. It was—said a person pre-
- sent—like leading a lamb ro the slaughter.

[t was like the capture ot the great lion of
Nova Scotia by two persons apparently
| selected for that special purpose, to be
| laid upon the altar of the new Dominion
| as an oblation for what they considered to
. be the political sins of their countrymen in

their resistance to confederation. Here
| was victory complete—but it was victory

" over the prostrate forms of a people who
i had been struck down by treachery of the
[ basest sort. Mr. Howe was taken into |
[ the Government and appointed Secretary
| ot State. These were the honors, it such
| they can be called, that awaited a heroic
lite, now drawing to its close—after thirty
years a leader ot some of the ablest men
this country ever produced, now allowing
| himselt to become the follower of a man
' belonging to a school whose politics had
ever been at variance with his own, and
whose sympathies were en rapport with
those persons Howe battled against from

1836 to 1847. Alas, that such a man
should have lived to bear witness to his
own fallen greatness! He stood in that
Assembly like a majestic oak in the midst
of a forest, denuded of its foliage by the
lightning’s blast—or a Sampson after be-

ing shorn ot his locks—an emasculated
form and a prey to his enemies—or use
another  similitude, he was like one who
had fallen from the Efliel Tower, almost
dead before reaching the ground.

Appointed Lieutenant Governor.

Mr. Howe, in 1873, was made Lieut.

ported body and soul into the arms
of Canada—deprived of her political
independence in more ways than ‘one—
and this was plotted by some of Nova
Scotia’s great political schemers—at a
time too when the great Nova Scotian
himself was engaged in the service of his
Sovereien, and not in the House of |
Assembly, to resist the enemy at her
gates. And all this was dum-,_ not by
force of arms, but by the most iniguitous
proceeding known to the world since the
davs ot the enforced Irish union in 18500,
which act furnishes a chapter in English
history not at all creditable to the Govern-
ment of that day.

What Mr. Howe Should Have Done.

Had Mr. Howe, then, on his return with-
out succeeding in his mission called his
triends about Lim, (Nova Scotia through-

imposed upon her) and thus addressed
them, **Gentlemen | have given my country
nearly the whole ot my lite to her service—
she has now been outrageously wronged—
[ vave done my utmost on going to Eng-
land at your request to have the blow at
her mdependence turned aside—but the

verdict that the union must be maintained.
[ can do no more; and I now retire from
: public life for ever, and so bid you all
e said upon the subject of farewell.”

[This is what Mr. How
feder-

‘confederation’ in 1838 “'\'l'\}l"( tinez the con

out was terribly exercised over the wrong |

English Government have pronounced their |

Governor of the Province he had so faith-
{ fully served ; but his health was now so
{ much shattered, that his honors were but
short lived, for he expired in a few weeks
| after his appointment. He died (.7 strong
constitution suddenly broken down) at the
age of (Y. His funeral was the most im-
posing ever seen in Halitax—the procession
| extended from Government House almost
! to the Cemetery, in which the Army and
.\':l\"\' were l'(‘pl‘(‘M‘llt(‘il in full force—all
the public departments, the Mayor and
| members of the Corporation—private gen- |

|
|
tlemen, numbering many hundreds, turned |
' out to manitest their respects, and to drop |
a last farewell tear over the bier of Nova ;
Scotia’s great Patriot. ’
! Mr. Howe's remains repose in the Camp |
Hill Cemetery, and his wite and children |
{ rest within the same iron enclosure. '

ation (Lord Duarbam’s Report had, suggested a “I know mvselt now; and I feel within me
general union), it should be admitted that benefits A veace above all earthly dignities

would occur;—the regulation of trade, a court of A still and guiet corseie x..m-."; 3

appeal for the Colonies, and other good results » l
might be expe ted; but the suhject should be ap- TR ity oo

nroached with great delicacy. The House should be

rareful how it placed a recomme ndation on record

which might be cited at a futare day. Nova Scotia
vas one of the smallest of the Colonies;, and might
suffer in the arrangement. They might tind that a

nfederation, 1mmstead of leaving the Province with

n with the Colonia

(& prese VIS 1n connec

flice, would establish an oflice in the backwoods ot

Canada more difficult of access than that in
London.”
Confederation, with the Nova Scotians,
meant the re-conquest of Canada, including
the Maritime Provinces—this time by the
French—for ever since the taking of Que-
bec by Wolfe in 1759, Canada has been
livineg under French domination, and the
struggle for the mastery has been continu-
ally going on between the English and
French, especially in the Legislature of old
mited Canada, where the two peoples were
so evenly balanced, that legislation would
often be blocked for days and weeks to-
gether, neither side being willing to give |
way. ‘The representatives from Lower
(“anada acted in concert as a unit—their
laws, their language. their traditions, their
religion, their generic influences, their
amor patrice—all combined to render the !
French a homogeneous compact, moved by |
a single impulse, and whenever any one of

HOWE’S MONUMENT.

Mr. Howe did not so act—hence in my
humble opinion his great mistake. Had
he retired there cannot be a doubt that his
old political friends would have rallied
about and provided for him, it needed,
during the remainder ot his days. His
\ popularity never stood higher than at this
time. Kven his old poliiical opponents
had learned to appreciate his worth and
the services he had rendered the country.
Here he should have stood still, when to

their privileges seemed to be threatened,
thev stand together shoulder to
shoulder. The English, on the other
hand, had nothing in common like ll.lis to
oind them (unless in selt defence in the
Legislature). They were divided among
themselves—party, and party only 'has a'l-
ways been the great pervading idea, in
minor as well as important matters. It 1s
no wonder that the French power since the
original conquest has been so m‘«'.rwlu-lm-
ing, even detrimental to the best interests

would

ot the whole people ; and no wonder said | advance one step in the wrong direction |

the Nova Scotians that to escape to some | was to forfeit a large proportion of the good
As to the

extent from this bondage the Maritime | feeling entertained for him.
Provinces were invited, even forced by | Governorship, it would have fallen to his
Canadian politicians to join them and be- | lot as an onorarium for his past services,
come members of their family. [ The Nova | and which no Government could have over-
Scotians made no mistake with their pro- | looked “'rhen the occasion "rvsungnd itselt.
phecies. The French are predominant Abjuring all such considerations Mr.
as ever—they hold the
power in the Dominion Parliament today, |
and both parties a re under fealty to them. ;

]

|

]

i terms”—so that he and the Hon. Mr. Me-
Lellan (afterwards Lieut. Governor) stated
No Cabinet could stand ten hours, if an | their case in writing, and were answered by
attempt were made to interfere with what
the habitans consider to be their vested

Legislation is made to stand still ceded and accepted.

rights. till
on Saints’ days, fast days, Corpus Christi
—in fact, Church and Staie svem to go
hand in hand in our Dominion Parl:ament
in a way unknown to the respective legisla-
tive bodies in the Maritime Provinces—
ave, in the Imperial Parliament itselt. ]
"In New DBrunswick we were treated
fairly. The question of Confederation |
was submitted to the people at the polls

the outrage perpetrated upon them by
JSorcing them into the union.
“’Tis done—but yesterday a king,

And armed with kings to strive—
But now

balance of | Howe's first step was to ask for **better |'his complete knowledge of men, and his

the Dominion Government ; and after some
('m'respondvnvc “*better terms were con-
Still the sharp iron
had so pierced the souls of the people, that
even those betlter terms could not condone

Mr. Howe's popularity had so far waned rw
| by this time, even among his old friends all the opportunities he had for énriching

Concluding Remarks.

Thus I have endeavored, though per-
haps inadequately, to draw a few sketches
of the life of a man who in his prime would
| have reflected lustre upon any legislative
i body in the world. Considering the work
| he “had given himself to do, commencing
| publicly at the early age of 30, and what
. he accomplished in the face of most for-
| midable odds—at a time, too, when these
| Provinces were sadly and unfairly gov-
| erned, it must be admitted that Mr. IHowe

| stands forth todav on record as the great-
est man that British North America has
yet known —if the term greatness may be
applied to one combining so many essen-
tial and brilliant qualities. His abilities,
his fearlessness, his command ot language,
his sententiousness. his speaking powers,

control (if the word may be allowed) ot
| men—as a tacile, trenchant writer, Wllt'th(:(‘
1 in prose or poetry (several volumes of his
poems are in print) —his wonderful in-
dustry and aptitude, and on the whole the
uses to which he devoted all these mani-
fold natural gifts for the bencfit of his
country—I say considering all these
' | things, no other public man, past or pres-
ent, in British America, ever attained to
the same political altitude as Joseph Howe ;
and it is doubtful if there is one like him to
come alter. And then ke died poor! This

| advice.

himselt, as other Nova Scotians have done,
Mr. Howe would rob a friend rather than
touch unhallowed coin belonging to the
State. He would not compound with his
conscience and take advantage of his posi-
fion to turn money into his own pockets,
however excusable the chances, but rely al-
together upon his salary, for the pay which
the law gave him. To connect such a man
with what now-a-days is called ‘*boodling”
—in plain English, stealing, would have
been an utter impossibility.  *“Howg piep
roor !"  Let this be placed as a memento
over the entrance door to the vault which
covers his remains. He might have left
his family rich had he been unscrapulous,
or like some other of the older politicians.
In private life or among friends Howe
was a host indeed. He was full of life and
full of anecdote. No man ever laughed
louder or enjoyed the conventionalities of
the dinner table with greater zest than he.
For him money had no charms—it was
come day go day ; while in public, (on the
floors ot the House) he was all accuracy
and regularity, in private, in his own
house, he took no heed of system
or domestic requirements—that 1s to
say, he would invite a friend to
dine with him—the same day—and yet
cause no preparation to be made at home
for the occasion. He was hearty in his
friendship, trusty and steadfast. Asa loyal
man in its true sense, and to British Insti-
tutions, his Sovereign never had a better
subject ; but then, he was equally loyal to
his country, to freedom and the rights of
man, whether political, religious or social.
There was no duplicity about him—nor did
he show the usual art and cunning of the
politician. It he made promises it was
with the intention of keeping them. Even
a political opponent found favour in his
sight—or rather he would not step aside to
throw a stumbling block in his way, but
rather aid him. In short, the following
old quotation I consider very suitable :
“He was a Man, take him for all in all, we shall
not look upon his like again.”

The final article in next number of
ProGress will be quite brief—suggestive
of a Monument to Joseph Howe.

NO LONGER POPULAR. [

Mark Twain Getting Dry While Bill Nye
Is in Demand.

The gossip ot literary circles is to the
effect that Mark Twain's letters from
abroad are unsuccessful. and it is quite
likely they may soon be discontinued. Ot
this I know nothing, but I do know that
every one who has read them concedes
that Twain has added nothing to his repu-
tation by writing them. Indeed there is a
marked decline in Twain lirerature just
now. IHis books are no longer as popular
as they were. People seem to have tired |
of him, and from everywhere comes the
same report. But to Twain personally,
perhaps, that makes no difference. He is
a very wealthy man and can afford to take
the vemainder of his life easily. He is
paid a large sum for these letters, and all |
the money he has made out of literature he
has invested in a way that gives him a fine |
income.

The one humorist whose work is con-
stantly in demand is Bill Nye. His weekly
letters have a larger sale teday and are |
more widely copied than the work of any
other literary man in America. His income |
alone from these letters is over £10.,000 a
year. Nye is quite the reverse ot T'wain
in many ways. He is agreeable, courteous |
and always anxious to help young men and
women who are trying to get onin the pro- |
fession of letters. Twain, on the other
hand, is sour and surly, and particularly
dislikes to see young men or women who
have letters of introduction to him and who
might hope to profit by his counsel and

Just before T'wain sailed for Europe from |
this city one of the best known magazine |
editors in town met him on Broadway. |
This editor was on his way to the Authors’ |
club. He invited Twain to accompany him.
Twain kaughtily declined. When the ed- |
itor reached the club he told a tellow mem-
ber that he had seen T'wain and invited bim
to the club house. i

“Why didn't he come with you ?” was |
the question put to the editor. f

“Well, vou see,” replied the editor |
slowly, “*Twain is a sensible man. He has I
got such a big head that he knows he i

couldn’t enter the club door, and 1 didn't
offer to take down the tront door of the
building that he might enter.”—Mail and |
Eaxpress. !

THINGS OF VALUE. '
" |

There never was a sinecure that developed

a man’s ability.

Our greatest blessings sometimes come |

in very perplexing disguises.

For Cholera, Fellows’ Speedy Relief

stands ahead of all other Preparations.

When the last hypocrite dies the devil
will not own a foot of ground on earth.

Fellows® Dyspepsia Bitters is not a new
remedy. It has been known in this country
for over fifty years.

On the day that a man finds out that he
is a fool he has become near neighbor to
wisdom.

Determination is an excellent character-
istic, but remember that the bulldog is not
a popular animal.

K. D. C. Co.—GENTLEMEN :—My wife
was a sufferer from Dyspepsia for years,
could not get anything to relieve her until
a friend persuaded her to try K. D. C.
The effect was marvellous, less than one
package cured her. 1 believe you have
the genuine article for Dyspepsia. To the
suffering I would say, try it for yourselves
and you will be able to vouch for the truth
of what I say. Yours traly.

Apprsox LeCain,

Conductor Windsor and Annapolis Rail-
road, N. S.

Fird the cause of each wrinkle on a
man’s lace. and you find it was put there
by worrying over something that worrying
could not help.

Some People

Never take hold of a new thing until forced
into it. A great many people would not have
a telephone until loss of trade obliged them
to. We believe thar there are’people who
will suffer with colds. rheumatisg, grippe,
&c., rather than buv Rigby clothing because
they are a new thing and they have jogged
along without them so long. Don't jeo-
pardize your health but provide yourself

implies more than can be written—for with

Rub! Rub! Rub!

- In the wash tub!

That's the usual story on

wash day.
It's hard on the clothes but

> wr ¥ o
< — still harder on the washer.

Surprise Soap changes this. It does away with hard
rubs.  Rub lightly with Surprise Soap the dirt will

drop out, not be rubbed in.

'housands use Surprise the ** Surprise ” way, on wash days,
to save wearing out the clothes by that hard rubbing. It saves

hard work too.

Surprise Soap does it.

READ .."5. wpwer.
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Q{\ Springtime has come!

IN GUARDING AGAINST THE SHOWERS OF SPRING AND
EARLY SUMMER.

Although the air is now chilly enough, it will
soon be too warm to wear an overcoat, and a
heavy coat will be uncomfortable in wet weather.
The rain is bound to come, but you are not bound
to wear a heavy coat. Sensible people don't do
it now a days; not since they found that they
could have their ordinary clothing made water-
proof. Then it does not matter whether you get
caught in a rain storm or not. The cost of
getting your clothing waterproofed will be saved

in doctor bills.  Ungar does it. Send the coat

you usually wear and have it made proof against

the weather. “It’s all the go.”

and send your Parcels to UNGAR’S Steam Laundry and Dye Works,
BE s st. John, (Waterloo street); Telephone 58. Or Halifax: 62 and 64

Granville street. It’ll be done right, it done at
UNCAR’S
-

Comparing our prices with other
Zs ErecTrIC BELTS.

w

e German Evecrric BELT Anp
APPLIANCES WILL CURE

FEMALE COMPLAINTS,

L.AME Baox.
DySpPEPSIA.
LLuMBAGoO, &e.

RuruMmarisM.
KipNey Diseases.

X NERVOUSNESS.

We claim that our Belt is far

LECTRIC .
. BEhT superior to any other Eleetrie
Appliance Manulactured.

—~ZRGENGC it

Yh g
& »
ARE THEY ELECTRIC?

So many bogus Appliances have been sold claiming to be Electrie that produce no action whatever, that
many persons have come to the conciusion that no Apphance can be made in this form that will generate a
current. To settle this matter we wili guarantee that we will forjeit $500.00, Five- Hundred
Dollars, if a test by mrans of a galvanometer does not show that The German Electric Bel
generates a current. Write for full information enclosing six cents for postage to

Canadian Branch German Electric Belt Agency, Parkdale, Ont,

ASK YOUR CROCER FOR

The Celebrated

CHOCOLAT
MENIER

Annual Sales FExceed 33 MILLION Lbs.

For Samples sent Free write to C. ALFRED CHOUILLOU, MONTREAL.

IMPERIAL SUPERPHOSPHATE, - POTATO PHOSPHATE.

I'HE PRIZE CROPS. 1st Prize
for Potatoes, $60.00, taken by
C. Pickard, Sackville.

This is to certify, that I the undersigned,
assisted Mr. Lund to measure one acre of
Potato | and, and assisted Mr. Bowser in
checking and weighing the Potatoes taken
from said acre, on which we used 5 barrels
of your Special Potato Phosphate only, and
find the crop four hundred and thirty.one
bushels, 27} 1bs., (431, 27%). About
three-quarters of the Potatoes were Beauty
of Hebron, the remainder Black Montana.
The Hebrons grew at the rate of about 400
bushels to the acre, and Montanas fullv

600 bushels to the acre.
[Signed] C. PICKARD.
Aflirmed before me this 13th day of Nov.
1591, at Sa('kl\'}lll(;. R LOWD.3
[Signedl CHARLES E. LUND, J.P. .
This is to certify, that I have this day parted oft one acre from Mr. Charles Pickard’s potato field, snd

; “the . yrize competition.
marked the bounds of the same fqr the purpose of a | p C. E. LUND, D. L. Surveyor.

J 3 ville, 26th Sept., 1891, [Rigned]
s oagrtah g b o SEND FOR CATALOGUE

with Rigby Garments at once.

Provincial Chemical Fertilizer Co., 89 Water St., St. John, N, B,
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