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ALKS WITH GIRLS. 

| Correspondents seeking information in this de- 
mee should address their queries to *‘Astra,” 

RESS, St. John.] 

My dear girls, I wonder it any of youn 
have ever read a beautiful poem called 
The Knight of Intercession? 1am not 
quite sure of the author's name,but I think 
it was the Rev. M. A. Stone. Itis the 
oem from which the song, Briez pour Elle 

1s taken, and it tells how a knight of old 
who was scorned by his haughty lady love, 
went out into the world and did battle for 
her sake. Ilis mission was to defend the 
helpless, to raise the fallen, and to rescue 
the weak from oppression. His visor was 
always down and no one had ever seen his 
face, but when those whom he had be- 
friended asked how they could repay him 
the answer always came from that closed 
visor, *‘Pray for her.” No one knew who 
she might be, and yet they all complied 
with his request and prayed for the un- 
known lady, for ‘*her.” At last he was 
slain in battle, and his last words were, 
“Pray for her.” So all her life she 
was prayed for, and unconsciously 
to herself the prayers of thousands 
were daily ascending in her behalf to the 
throne of Grace! A pretty story, is it 
not? And now for the application, which 
o that | spent a particularly happy New 

Year, and as you have all been so kind in 
wishing me a very happy one, I think your 
good wishes must have had something to 
do with it, and so I beg to express my 
gratitude for your many good wishes, and 
also to hope they reacted upon your own 
heads and you had delighttul times, too. 

LuciLLe—Nova Scoria.—Yes, indeed, 
I did appreciate your gift, Lucille, more 
than I can tell you, and when I said I 
thought I knew whose hand tied the pink 

1] 
ribbon, I only meant that, although there 
was nothing about the box to tell me who 
it was trom, 1 guessed at once that it could 
only come from you, and I searcely know 
why, but somehow, as soon as I caught 
sight of the pink ribbon I thought 
of Lucille. You see, I did not 
remove the cover, or untie the ribbon. 1 
merely peeped in and then kept the box to 
look at, so I only found your little note a 
few days ago, and I think 1 was pretty 
clever to make such an accurate guess, was 
I not? Yes, thank you. I had some very 
pretty gifts and all from near, and dear 
friends, only two handkerchiefs, though, 
and no gloves, I wish I had been as fortu- 
nate as you. You put it in a very amusing 
way, it must have grown a little monoton- 
ous ‘‘towards the last.” Are you going to 
give your friend the situation? Thank you 
for the New Year's wishes, and ‘‘the same 
to yourself.” 

Forry-NiNg, Bridgeville, N. S.—I be- 
lieve you belong to the wicked sex, my 
friend, but as you do not say, I suppose | 
haven't anything to accuse you of because 
it I said **You are deceiving me, I believe 
you are a man” you could answer, “Who 
said I wasn’t?” Thank you, we had a 
very happy New Year indeed. (1) Well 
ves; I really do not see why a girl should 
not be fully justified in keeping up a mild 
flirtation with two men at the same time, 
and then saying yes to the one who is suflic- 
iently enterprising to propose first,because 
you see, if she said no! what guarantee has she 
that the other one will ever propose at all? 
You know a bird in the hand is worth two 
in the bush, so I say success to the one 
who first tries his fate. (2) It is supposed 
to be quite proper for a girl to propose in 
leap year, especially if her beloved one is 
a bashful youth; but remember that if he 
should say, **No, thank you,” she must 
take the consequences and bear her defeat 
like a man. (3) That is too hard a ques- 
tion for me to answer, Forty-nine, the 
dividing line is too delicate! Some 
women are old maids at sixteen, and others 
are girls at 40, so you must ask me an 
easier question. What woman ever really 
admitted that she was an ‘‘old maid?” 
(4) My opinion of elopment marriages? 
(ood gracious, my boy, are you going to 
elope with anyone? What a dangerous 
character you must be! Where's the pup? 
Why, I think they are awfully old-fashioned, 
and out of style, of course; even our 
mother’s did not elope, it was going 
out of fashion in their day, and only those 
gay dames, our grandmothers, indulged 
in such vagaries. Better have a quiet 
wedding, =r boy, with the consent of all 
ger “How hard can a young man 
wg a girl without danger of her calling 
out for help? and do I think she would re- 
sort to such a remedy or would she seratch 
him and pull his hair?” Oh, this is really 
dreadful! 1 am afraid you want a straight 
jacket you bold, bad man you, to talk 
about such matters in cold blood! But 
still I don’t mind whispering in your ear, 
Forty Nine, that if he understands what he 
is about he can hug ‘“‘middling hard” be- 
fore she will shriek for assistance; it is 
mercy she would have to call for if she got 
into your clutches. As for the other alter- 
native, scratching is very bad form, and 
aair pulling! Why, she would be clever 
indeed if she succeeded in pulling that 
pepper and salt stubble field of yours; it 
would be like trying to make an impres- 
sion on a barbed wire fence, besides, none 
of us object to hugging in moderation. 
Why, I remember the night that Geoffrey 
proposed to me—well! pever, mind, I wish 
you a happy New Year, Forty Nine. 

h} 

Marie N., North End.—If you were 
really in earnest about wishing to get an 
authentic portrait otf Mary Queen of Scots, 
I'am in a position, through the kindness of 

c ‘gorrespondent, to secure one for you; 
and if you will send me your address in 
strict confidence, of course, for you must 
understand that I have no object in wishing 
to know your name or address, and am 
only trying to do you a service, I will send 
you the address of a lady who has one to 
~dispose of, and also a description of the 
portrait, which was taken just before the 
execution of the ill-fated Queen, and bears 
the date of 1587. It is a correct likeness 
as she is described in history, and repre- 
sents her kneeling, praying, surrounded 
by maids of honor and priests. The pic- 
ture was sent out from Edinburgh to St. 
Andrews in 1800, or earlier, and the owner 
thinks it could be easily photographed, as 
the features are very distinct. So, if you 
would like the picture, or a copy of it, I 

mind. 

shall be happy to assist you in any way in 
my power. 

Mrs. Magik, St. Stephen.—I did not 
like to use your name, and you did not | 
give any nom de plume, so 1 hope you will 
see this. Thank you very much for taking 
so much trouble, and you will see that I 
have used your information. No refer- 
ences were required; your letter was a 
sufficient reference in itself. Thank you 
also for your kind words about ProGress, 
and my column in particular. I wish 
very much that I could really see you and | 
talk to you, for you know written words | 
seem so formal. I can see from your let- | 

| 
ter that the lonely life you speak of has 
not narrowed your mind, nor dulled your | 
sympathy. The passage you quote is a | 
little difficult to discuss in print, but I 
should take trom it the meaning that the 
one reason women should fear man is be- | 
cause he possesses the power to 
lead her into temptation. The ‘‘hun- 
dred reasons why man should fear woman” | 
are more difficult to understand, but I.| 
fancy the author must have meant that our 
sex were so many sided, so difficult to 
understand, so gifted with powers of dis- | 
simulation, and at the same time possess- | 
ing such a terrible fascination for our | 
stronger brethren that we must ever re- | 
main an inscrutable mystery to them, to | 
be admired from a distance,and both loved | 
and dreaded at closer quarters. The rea- | 
sons why one woman should fear another | 
are, I think, manifest. We understand | 
each other so well that we know all the 
weak spots in another woman's armor, and | 
I am afraid we are so utterly merciless, | 
most of us, to the rest of our sex. This I | 
think must be the meaning, and he was a | 
clever man who wrote it. Don’t think | 
that I do not love my own sex, for I do, 
and I think a good woman the noblest of | 
God's works, but so many of us have mean | 
little ways, you know, that I cannot help | 
seeing them. Write to me again, I shall | 
be very glad to hear from you at any time. | 

Care Breton, Bras 1)’or—Scat! Cape 
Breton. Nothing but the pretty little | 
card you sent me, and the utterly | 
fetching legend on the back of 
the same, prevents me _from chas- | 
ing you right out of my colufMn, and over 
the back fence. 1 would set the pup on | 
you only I am sure he would pick you up | 
and bring you into the house if 1 did, he | 
brings in such strange things. You poor | 
dear, perhaps you have been having | 
too much essence of New Year's | 
day, and it has gone to your) 
head, and made you foolish. You 
want to know ‘‘what I think of a young | 
lady who is engaged, sitting on the | 
knee of another girl!” In the first place | 
the other girl has not got a knee, no lady 
ever has, you know, she has a lap. Butto 
go back to your question. If you had asked | 
me what I would think of an engaged | 
young man sitting on another girl's lap, or | 
even an engaged girl sitting on another | 
young man’s knee, I might have done the 
subject something like justice, but as it is, 
I acknowledge myself beaten, and my head 
swims to such an extent that I can only | 
say, I should think the young lady in ques- | 
tion was so accustomed to sitting on some 
one’s knee that she seated herself on the 
“other girls” lap in a fit of absence of 

So you ‘‘take great pleasure in 
reading my answers to questions asked in 
ProGress ?” I am sincerely glad to hear 
it, and only hope that you will derive much | 
profit, as well as pleasure from my answer 
to your own question. Good bye, “Cape 
Breton !” be a good boy, and don’t go sit- 
ting on other people’s knees. I am really 
afraid you are not a very good boy at all, 
though. 

Scunoor. Boy, Nova Scotia.—Oh yes; 
I like to have letters trom boys as well as 
girls, and I don’t mind how many write to 
me, provided they are nice boys. So you | 
think I ‘‘sat upon” *‘Myself” and the | 
“United Rivals.” Well, I certainly tried | 
to sit upon the latter, to the best of my | 
ability, and I hope I succeeded. I never | 
get oflended at honest, innocent fun, such 
as *‘Cape Breton” and *‘Forty Nine” have | 
just been ‘‘poking” at me, because I like 
to think my correspondents feel as if they | 
knew me well enough to venture on a joke 
now and then, and you see ‘Cape Breton” | 
confined himself to one solitary question, | 
the intense obscurity of which was obvious | 
at the first glance; but when anyone takes | 
up my scanty time with an endless string | 
of foolish questions, why you know even a 
worm will turn at last. I should | 
think you could easily get the 
music of the ‘Confidence Militaire” at 
any music store. I have notseen it myself 
yet, but if your music dealer does not hap- 
pen to have it in stock he will send for it, | 
for you. Never mind about the curiosity, | 
we all have our share, I think, I know I 
have, but it wasn’t curiosity that killed the | 
poor cat, it was care. Send the MS. to | 
the publisher with a wrapper closed 
stamped, and addressed to yourself, as the 
editor will not be responsible for its return 
otherwise. Buy two American two cent 
stamps, and unless the MS. is very bulky | 
that should be sufficient to pay for its re- | 
turn; that is, of course, if it is folded and 
left open at the ends, but you must not roll | 
it. I scarcely know how your friend could 
treat the person you mention, except to be 
very firm, distant, and dignified with him, 
but he should pt rebuke him 
decidedly for being impertinent and | 
familiar with guests. A man like that 
would soon be master, instead of servant, 
and I would rather let him go, a hundred 
times over, than put up with impertinence 
from him. It was indeed most presump- 
tious for anyone to predict the end of the 
world. 1 was very glad to hear again | 
from ‘that troublesome boy,” as you call | 
him, and I saw very few mistakes indeed; 
both your composition and writing are 
very good. Good-bye for the present. 

ASTRA. | 

You Can Rely. 

Upon Hood's Sarsaparilla as a positive 
remedy for every form of scrofula, salt 
rheum, boils, pimples and all othor diseases | 
caused by impure blood. It eradicates | 
every impurity and at the same time tones 
and vitalizes the whole system. 

Constipation, and all troubles with the | 
digestive organs and the liver, are cured by | 
Hood's Pills. Unequalled as a dinner pill. | 

| gimps. 

| line are exquisite this season. 

| agree with any of the 

in wide bands rather than edgings as a | 

| The Evan Bros. piano in mahogany, walnut 

WHAT TRIMMINGS ARE WORN. 

Some Things that Set off Gowns and Beau- 
tify the Fair Sex. 

Jetted net for plastrons appears with jet 

Long scarf veils may bring the scarfs of 
real lace in once again. 
Jet buttons should accompany the nar- 

row jet gimps now worn. 
France encourages a combination of blue 

and heliotrope in broches. 
Tabliers of jet are shown in many de- | 

signs, but the girdles take better. | 
The light and medium shades of benga- | 

Ladies’ German. 

25 Cents. 
75 Cents. 
80 Cents. | 

$1.00 
Thick rolls like moss are placed on the $1.40 | 

bottom of skirts and basques. | 

Warm Slippers: Cold Feet! 
Men's. 

Felt, 75 Cts. 

German, 75 Cts. 

$1.00 German. 

$1.00 Felt. 

Ladies’ Felt. | 

65 Cents. 
80 Cents. 
90 Cents. 
90 Cents. 

$1.00 
A psementeric of pink pears ad od. Misses” German Slippers, 50 Cents; Child's German, 50 and 75 Cents. cabochons is beautiful and costly. 
Green crystal buttons appear on a brown | 

gown trimmed with dark green velvet. 

Shaded pearl buttons may be found to | 
fashionable mixed | 

WATERBURY & RISING. 
suitings. | 

Frizzed coque’s plumes are made into 
edgings, likewise the ostrich feathers and | 
peacock’s eyes. 

A bead passementerie has large flowers | 
padded up so as to stand out,en relief, with | : 
flat stems and leaves. Ie 1} en no 

| Ta Mohair braids and buttons trim the 
rough dress goods in tailor fashion, and | 
silk braid and buttons the finer materials. | Your Orders 

(girdle belts of fur on fur-trimmed cos- | 

Bands of curled silk, imitating feather | 
edgings, are worn on hats and dresses, and | 

border on skirts in place of fur. 

DON'T FORGET TO LET ME GIVE AN ESTIMATE, 

H. J. ARMSTRONG, 
STEAM BOOK AND JOB PRINTER, 

85 GERMAIN STREET, ST. JOHN, N. B. 

Billheads, Letterheads, Statements, Tags, Shipping Blanks, Cheques, 
Notes, Insurance Blanks, Legal Forms, Labels, Circulars, Railway 
Printing, Show Cards, and every description of Printing done in the 

Best Style at Lowest Rates. 

SEND FOR ESTIMATES. ORDERS FROM THE COUNTRY PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO. 

tumes are new and unique, and like many | 
other fashions of the season are chiefly de- 
signed for slender forms. 

P L] a ? 

rinting 
will trim the neck, front, arm-sizes, lower Susslitins tho Bad. 
edge and wrists of silk and woolen gowns, | ; 
especially the latter, that are worn by slen- | . Scarfs for laying across the bed over the 
der ficures. ’ | silk down quilts now so much used are 

if made about eighteen inches wide, and long 
Elegant sets of jet now include a flaring | enough to hang well over the sides of the 

collar ending in long strands in front, | ped. They may be of darned netting, of 

| 

Bias-cut and doubled ruches of velvet | 

girdle having a “rain” fringe fully eighteen | drawn work, of linen sprayed with Dres- 
v - | 

inches long, and arm-size pieces that fre- | den china designs in wash silk or embroid- 
quently connect at the top ot the girdle. | ered in a border like the one from which 

Some sleeves are trimmed with a rufile | our detail of work is shown. The quilt is 
| of pale blue china silk, and the scart of of lace falling below a band of fur. The | : - - 

lower close part of the sleeve is of velvet | white Bolton sheeting embroidered with a 
border of chestnut blossoms worked in and the upper full part of silk gathered by | —- 

a black hn ribbon tied on the outside of | short and long stitch in pale shade of rose, 
with Jeaves wrought in the same way in the arm to form a falling frill at the elbow. | 0 

—Dvy Goods and Fashion. \ bronze greens and” browns, and the back- 
SAA | ground to the entire depth of the pattern 

darned in two shades of blue. The pattern 
is completed before the darning 1s com- 
menced, and the latter is done in long 
stitches in the upper side, with very short 

| ones below, all in wash silks. The bolster 
may be covered with the Bolton sheeting 
or linen wrought on each end in the same 
style, and the scarf thrown across the bed 

. well toward the toot. The pattern is very 
effective also as a border for towels or for 

Two Blouses, 

' darned background on the blue is more ef- 
fective in red or gold heavy silk floss.— 

| N. Y, Sun. 
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PLAIN, BUT PRETTY. 

MILLER BROS.” EXHIBIT. 

COLONIAL HOUSE, 
PuiLrLirs SQUARE, 

MONTREAL. 

It Contained the Best Pianos and Organs 

and Was Admired. 

At the recent exhibiton, says the Hali- 
fax Mail, Milier Bros. (Granville street) 
occupied a large space (nearly the whole 
of the south end gallery), and their show 
presented a fine rg og | 
enclosed by a nice neat railing (of turned ] 

bannisters) and the place raised about | GREAT CHEAP SALE 
eight inches, while all was covered by a 
nice carpet, the walls and ceiling being 
nicely papered, and suspended trom the 
ceiling were three electric lights, and their 
whole place tastefully and richly draped 
and some nice paintings hung. They 
showed fifteen fine organs and pianos. The 
Karn organ in church and parlor styles, | 

PREVIOUS TO 

STOCK-TAKING. 

some of which are very fine in both ap- During the month of January, 
pearance and tone, ranging in price from | 
875 to $450. Also some fine Karn pianos 
in mahogany, walnut and rosewood finish. 

we will offer 

~——OUR——— and rosewood finish ; both of those makes 
of pianos are becoming very popular. 
Prices of pianos shown ranged from $350 ® 
to $600. Occasionally some very sweet ntire OC 
music could be heard from their depart- | ® 
ment. They also showed in a separate 
booth ten of the celebrated Raymond sew- | 

"ing machines in different style of oak and At discounts ranging from 10 

walnut. Among them was a very fine cab- | 
inet machine, which attracted much atten- 
tion, it being so simple to open and close | 
and to operate: and when closed having | 
the appearance of a writing desk. This | 
machine has become of late years a general | 
favorite with the public. This firm 
deserves credit for going to the trouble and | We respectfully invite cor- 
expence they did in making so fine an | 
exhibit. They received three diplomas on | respondence, and give prompt 

their organs and pianos. The highest _ p : a1 
award given, no prizes were offered. They | and careful attention to mail 
have now been in business over twenty years | orders. 
and during that time have worked up a very | Eafe 
large bussines in the lower provinces, — 
which territory they control. 

to 75 per cent., with 5 per 

cent. extra for cash. 

HENRY MORGAN & CO., 

CoroniaL Houskg, 

Phillips Square, Montreal. 

The monthly concerts at the school for 
the blied have been resumed. The first 
of these took place on Wednesday after- 
noon in the assembly hall of the institution. 
The visitors were conducted to different 
parts of the buildings, and were loud in 
their praises of the arrangement of the a. BE RAAT 
music rooms. Through the plate glass | ©O0O0S0S0SCEOOEOEOE0E0OS0S0 
doors of each of these rooms a pupil could 
e seen practising upon one of the new 

Evans Bros. or Karn pianos recently put 
in by Miller Bros of the city, who are the 
sole agents. Their pianofortes are parti- 
cularly fine in tone and are giving every 
satisfaction. 
Mier Bros., Granville street, at the 

recent exhibiton, received three diplomas 
on their organ and piano exhibtor. 

They are Here! 
WEBSTERS DICTIONARY 

AND 

Progress for $3.95. 

the blue denim portieres so well used. The | 

| 

JAMAICA, WEST INDIES. 
THE NEW AND FASHIONABLE 

WINTER RESORT OF THE WEST INDIES. 
Read Hon. Adam Brown's Report of the Jamaica Exhibition, as to 

Climate, Scenery, etc., etc., etc. 

SPLENDID HOTEL ACCOMMODATION TO BE FOUND 

“MYRTLE BANK” HOTEL, 
The Elite Hotel of Jamaica. 

THE HEADQUARTERS OF DISTINGUISHED VISITORS FROM ABROAD, 

AND 

HOME OF THE INVALID AND PLEAURE SEEKER. 

& ITUATED on the Seashore just outside the City and within 5 minutes’ drive of all Docks, Stations, 
+) Points of Interest and Business Centres. las the finest views and healthiest location of any Hotel in 
the City. 

| 

% 
| & 
| KI 

Terms Very Moderate. 

Swimming Baths, Salt and Fresh Water Baths, Cafe, Billiard Saloon, Barber Shop, 
Lavatories, Electric Light, Telephone Connection, and all 

Modern Improvements and Conveniences. 
Ici on parle Francais. Aqui se habla Espanol. 

SEE A FEW OF THE MANY TESTIMONIALS : 
| Opinions of some Distinguished Guests on / 
| the ‘“ Myrtle Bank ”’ Hotel. | 

EEE EE IE IEE TENE 
PE EEE EE ETE IEEE ol | VV. WY. 8; 

i From the Hon. Villiers Stuart, King's House, | fo au 

SOLER. | Jamaica.—Having been staying on several occasions | <F<000K 
at the Myrtle Bank Hotel, I have found it well ap- | 

| The broad verandahs and passages entirely open to 
the air make it deliciously cool. The bed rooms 
could not be more comfortable. 

From Senator Warner Miller, U. S. A.—1 desire to | 
express my appreciation of your Hotel. Ihave found 
it a most delightful place and have enjoyed my visit 
to Kingston. Your Hotel furnished me with perfect 
accommodation. 

From Cleveland Moffett, Correspondent of the 
“ New York Herald.”—It gives me pleasure to state 
that during the ten days I have passed in your pleas- 
ant Hotel, I have been treated with the greatest 
courtesy and attention. No trouble spared in the 
interests of the guests. The Hotel is certainly well 
managed. 

From John C. Kleine (Sept. 3rd, 1891), Cor- | 
respondent “New York World.”—During the stay 

7S of myself and wife at Myrtle Bank we have received | VT TT 252878 
g 5 every attention. The accommodations are most i 

excellent, the beds could not be better, and tte table 
is first-class. 

AMAICA canbe reached via Steamer 4/pha from Halifax, sailing twice a month, $75 for return passage ; 
or via Steamers of the Boston Fruit Company, sailing from Boston twice a week, $50 for return pas- 

sage. For further particulars address: 

HERBERT A. CUNHA, 
Manager MyrrTLE BaNk Horer Co., Kingston, Jamaica. 

r-
 

- Le jointed, and the Staft most obliging. The Hotel | - 
C a 20 » well situated, the verandahs have the benefit of | 4 = 
4 willl | the sea-breeze and command very interesting views. | ot ¢ 

wn oT | We found the beds especially comfortable. 4 ER re 

= — = From Arthur Harvey, Esq., Toronto, Canada.— | << ining — 

= o 3) I have spent some weeks in Jamaica, every hour of | oc = pul 
hd ow which has been delightful, and much of the pleasure = -. 
z > em | has been due to the excellent accommodations of the | he! o 

—- 8 | Myrtle Bank Hotel. The rooms, the cuisine, * * * | - =A br 

= { and the civility received at your hands, call for this Ee yy 
Ie) % i acknowledgment. oe) Oo EJ 

oC “5 é From the Hon. Thos. J. Clayton, Thurton, Penna. A ER 

wy | —We have spent ten days at Jawaica, making the o >= = 

on * = { Myrtle Bank Hotel our headquarters. We have | = r' as 18 

&fFF wn JY | found it the best Hotel on the Island. We can | ig) = - - 

St pd I recommend this Hotel to our countrymen as an , . wm 

= ss J agreeable resting place, Fo a TR TA 
— 

Oo = From John M. Oakley, of Pittshury, Pa.—On | t ro] -—f 
5 CB oe v : leaving your hospitable house, the * Myrtle Bank,” o = 

o Q = | after two weeks’ stay, we wish to say to our country- | Fa - x= 
on a0 2, . men, through you, that we have found your location | - —_— I 
- a favored by the sea-breeze as cool as the mountain | oO en 
2) 3 top. We shall advise all our friends visiting at wn = x 
g > - Jamaica to stop at this Hotel. ~~ = 9 

p nz & From Rear-Admiral Seymore, R. N.—For the | o. 8 = 
* 5) Q four weeks I have lived in your Hotel, I have been ®, oO = 

42 9 © struck with the civility of the Staff to guests and | —e 0 
— — fr] visitors. I wish the undertaking every success. I | IQ . — 
Oo = yg any one visiting Kingston to stay at Myrtle = = 
ot ankK. \ 

o — From Hon. T.A. and Lady Brassey.—The Hotel £ wy 
= is about the best planned I have seen in the Tropics. sane = 

ag: | 
S = 
= [=] 
© = 
= — 

[==] 
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REAM CHIPS 
—_— AND — 

OPERA CREAMS. 

PLAYED AND ENDORSED BY 
The World's Most Eminent Musicians and Prondunced 

pint by Them 

‘Tar Most PERFECT PIANO MADE.’ 

a: FLOOD & SONS, St.John, N. B. 
Agents for the Maritime Provinces. 

5) 


