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SERMON.
A Great Bargain,
BY REV. C. H. SPURGE®N.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven islike unto a
merchant-man, seeking goodly pearls: Who, when
he had found one pearl of great price, went and
sold all that he had, and bought it.”’—Matthew 13:
45, 46.

A merchant endeavors to trade so as to
make a profit. Whether he deals in pearls
or in grain, he does not hope to obtain
riches by labor. He leaves that to those
who earn their bread by the sweat of their
face. He tries to get his by the sweat of
his brain. He is dependent not so much
upon labor as upon knowledge, upon skill,
upon the advantage which superior ac-
quaintance with the article which he deals
in gives to him. Now, this merchantman
is, at the very commencement, in some
measure a picture of the seeker after
Christ. Christ and His salvation are not
to be earned ; they are not to be procured
as the result of labor. But Christ is to be
had by knowledge. What saith the scrip-
ture? *‘By his knowledge shall my right-
eous servant justity many ?” that is,through
their knowing Christ they become justified.

I shall not, however, enlarge upon this
analogy, but proceed at once to speak of
the merchant in this parable ; for here we
have a fit emblem of many who lay hold on
Christ and find Him to be their all in all.
Let us watch this merchant while he is do-
ing tour things: first, seeking; then, find-
ing ; then selling out ; and, fourthly,buying
again.

I. Then, we shall watch him while
He is Seeking.

“The kingdom of heaven is like unto a
merchantman secking goodly pearls.” It
is different from the man we read of just
now who, by accident, discovered a treas-
ure while he was in the field. He was look-
ing for something else, and came upon the
treasure. That is the man whom God
saves, though he was heretofore indifferent
and careless.

altogether different mental constitution.
He 1s seeking goodly pearls—something
good, not exactly seeking the one pearl ot
great price, for at first he does not know

about it ; but, still, he is seeking pearls, |

and he comes upon one pearl in his seek-

ing.

Now, notice about him, as a seeker, |

that he has his mind aroused and engaged.
He is thinking about something—thinking
about pearls.
his business. IHis energies are thrown
into it. All his thoughts are in the direc-
tion of precious stones. Oh that we could
wake men up to exercise the faculty of
thinking, and then to direct, to regulate,
and control their thoughts! But thinking
is an occupation that a great many persons
altogether dislike. Oh that men were
wise, that they were thoughttul!

An Object in Life.

Equally evident is it that he had a fixed,
defimite object. He had given himself
to pearl-hunting, and pearl-hunting was
to be the one object of his life. If you
had met him, and said, ‘“What are you
seeking?” he would have answered in
a moment, ‘‘I am seeking good pearls:
have you any to sell me?” He would
have been sure to have the answer ready
to hand. But ask many a man whom you
meet with, *‘Sir, what are you living for?”
he would, perhaps, tell you what his trade
or what his protession might be; but if
you pressed him with the question, ‘“What
1s the main object of life?” he would not
like to say that he was living only to enjoy
himself—seeking his own pleasure.

Aun Active Search.

The merchant was seeking goodly pearls.
He did not open a shop, and say, *Pearls
bought here if anybody likes to bring
them ;” but he went forth in quest of them.
How far he travelled I do not know; but
the Oriental trader frequently goes immense
distances. You may meet at Nijni-Nov-
gorod, in the south of Russia, with traders
who have been all round the globe seeking
what they want—men who do not always
travel by railway, but who will walk any
distance to obtain the very article on which
they have set their minds, and in which
they deal. Distance seems with them to
be no object. Ah, and when a man has
got a noble object before him, and says,
“Before I die, I will accomplish something
that shall be right and true and bene-
ficial to my fellow-men,” he will face hard-
ships that would baflle his fellows. I pray
God that he may have the preseverance to
carry that out, and that he may say, *If
there is anything to be done that is good
and true, 1 will do it at any hazard, tor I
am seeking goodly pearls.”

Moderate Expectations,

Evidently this merchant went into the
business with comparatively moderate ex-
pectations. He was seeking fearls. It
anybody had said, ‘*‘Would you like to find
a big pearl ?” he would have said, ‘“That I
would, infinitely better than to find a num-
ber of little ones.” ke hardly hoped for
it, and therefore he did not seek it; but,
still, he was ready enough to have it if it
came in this way. And so, my dear friends,
I am speaking of a class of persons—and I
hope there may be representatives of them
here—who want everything they can- get
that is good and true. You want to be
temperate in all things; you want to have
an unsullied character. I recollect that
was my own desire, when first I thought of
the lite that lay beyond me. Before I
knew the Lord I used to think, ‘O that I
might be kept from dishonesty, that I
might be {)reserved from falsehood, that I
might be kept from a malicious spirit, that
I might be right-hearted and true.” Thqse
were the pearls that I wanted. 1 did not
know just then that I could find something
that would inciude all these minor pearls
and a good deal more.

This is a person of a nobler |
sort. He is ot a higher grade of mind—of |

His heart is occupied with |
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Finding.

He was buying pearls everywhere. le
was hard after pearls; and so it came to
pass that he lit upon a pearl that he never
hoped to see. It was more than he ex-
pected. Ah, I pray God that some here,
whose hearts are honestly seeking after
that which is mght, may find Christ, who
has in him more of the spirit of temper-
ance, uprightness, truth, philanthropy,
than will be tound anywhere else.

Certainly this man was in the way of
finding a fine pearl if anybody was. He
was seeking goodly pearls, not the one
pearl; but he was in the pearl line, and
so he was likely to discover the best pearl
if anybody discovered it. *‘Being in the
way, the Lord met with him,” says one of
old. Oh, if thou bast desires after that
which is right and true and good, I trust
that - the Lord Jesus will manifest himself
to you, and that you will say, *This is the
very thing I sought. I have longed after
it, and here it is.”

So this man found all in one. What the
value of that pearl was I do not know.
The estimate of

Its Valune

is not given. We only know that he
thought it worth all that he had; and he
went away and sold all that he had that he
might buy it. And he evidently thought it
worth all the other pearls he had ever been
seeking for, because if he spent his all upon
that one pearl it would be clear that he
must have abandoned hencetorth the
searching after smaller pearls, since he had
no capital left. Well, when a man finds
Christ I cannot tell you how much he values
Him, but this I know, that all the world
besides seems nothing to a christian when
' he has once found his Lord and Master.
“Oh what a Christ have [ !” saith he. DBut
he cannot tell how dear—how inconceiv-
ably precious—the Christ of God is to his
soul. _
Concerning this find we must mark next
' that the man having found it, was resolved
that he would have it. Having found the
pearl of great price, he did not question
whether he should buy it or not. It he had
not gone out honestly to seek pearls he
would have demurred at the price, but be-
ing intent upon peari finding, he no sooner
' found this than he said, ““I must have that.
I can let the little pearls go if you like,
but

I Must Have That.”

And it is grand when the Lord brings the
mind to this. *‘I see that in Christ there
' is everything I want—pardon for my sin,

' cleansing for my nature, grace to main-
' tain my character and to make me per-
fectly fit for heaven. There is all in
| Christ that I want, and I must have him.
I must have him. It comes to this—at
any price—whatever it may cost me, I
must and I will have him.”

Now, although the parable does not
say it in so many words, it is perfectly
clear that the person with whom he was
dealing was willing to sell. When he
had found one pearl of great price he
bought it, which he could not have done
if the other had not been ready to sell it.
Albeit the Lord in his mercy does not sell
his grace, bt gives it freely, the manner
in which he disposes of it is here described
under the figure of selling. If you want
Christ, you must have him, if you are
willing to come to the terms which God
lays down. Of this I shall have to speak
presently. If you desire this pearl of great
price, there is no reason in the world why
that pearl should not be yours to-night.

III. Having thus described the seeker,
we must go on to describe him

Selling Out.

He sold out all that he had. It had taken
him a long time to get it together, and I
have no doubt he had much pleasure in the
accumulation, but now he has great pleas-
ure in selling. “Buy my farm,” he says
to one man. ‘Come buy it.” “I don’t
l know that I want to buy farms,” says the

other. *It is nought: it is nought.”
!“Nevertheless, let us come to terms. I
want money, and I must have money.”
And away went the furniture down in the
house, one article after another. They
must all go, clear them all out. Away
they shall go at the best price they will
fetch, but go they must, for he must have
the pearl. Well now, Jesus Christ is to
be had, but thereisa great deal thata
man must give up it he is ever to call
Christ his own.

““What then,” says one, ‘““what am I to
give up?” “Well, there must be a selling
off tonight of a whole mass of old preju-
dices. Sometimes when the truth as it is
in Jesus comes to a man’s mind he repels
it, because it is so different from what he
has learnt ever since he was a child; and
the notion is that you had better
follow the religion ot your par-
ents. But it 1s a great mercy
when a man says, ‘‘Now, I under-
stand that Jesus the Son of God has died
in the room and place and stead of sinners
that believe in him and I am simply to be-
lieve in him and I shall be saved. I
will do it. Tt is contrary to what I have
always been told. I have been led to
think that it was my good works which
would save me. I have heard that the
grace was in the sacrament, but at length I
perceive that God teaches in his word that
salvation is by faith in Jesus Christ, and I
will have 1t. I will sell my prejudices off.
Away they shall go.”

What is Sold.

Next to that you must sell off your right-
eousness. It will not fetch much, but I
daresay you think it is a fine thing. Hith-
erto you have been very good, and your
own esteem of yourself 1s that as touching
the commandments—*‘all these have I kept
from my youth up.” And what with a
good deal of church-going, or attendance at
the meeting house, and a few extra prayers
on a Christmas-day and on Good Friday,
and just a little dose of sacraments, you
feel yourself in tolerably good ease, Now,
friend, that old moth-eaten righteousness of
yours that you are so proud of you must
sell off and get rid of it, for no man can be
saved By the righteousness of Christ while
he puts any trust in his own. Sell it all off,
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II. Let us go a stage farther, then, and
look at this man’s

every rag of it.
Ay, and there are some men that will
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For a Holiday Present there is positively nothing you can offer a lady more acceptable or useful than @ Pair of

KIiD CLOVES

unless (upon the same principle) you prefer to give her a half-dozen pairs, assorted colors

in a neat little HOLIDAY BOX.
Holiday Cloves sent by Post.

put up
W. EH. FATIRAIL.LIL,,

Dry Gooos ImrorTER, Saint Jonwn, N. B.

have to give up a good deal ot what they
call pleasure, sinful pleasure. Come, can
you sell all that off ?  That mixing in loose
company, anything approaching to lewd-
ness, anything that has to do with the grat-
ification of the vile passions of the flesh—
come, for Christ’s sake, can you give it up?
These things must be sold if we are to have
the pearl.
Popularity.

And, then, sometimes, in some cases
men have to give up a good deal of the
honors and the satisfaction of life that arise
from the esteem of their fellow-creatures.
Has it come to this, “‘If I become a chris-
tian they will ridicule me.” Well now, can
you not put up with a little obloquy for
Christ?  **But if I am an earnest christian
then I shall have to encounter all sorts of
slander.” Very well, can you put the
whole lot of it into the scale and say, *I
sell it all off'; let it all go, that I may have
the pearl.”

**Well, you have taken enough surely.”
Yes, but this pearl hunter sold all that he
had, and you have got a liftle left. You
have got some prospects. If you become
a Christian your old umcle will cut you out
of his will.  You know very well that if
you shall go to hear the Gospel at such and
such a place you are likely to be turned out |
of your situation. “‘But we must live,” !

|

says somebody. This is not at all clear to
my wind. I do know that we must die, |
but as to “‘must living,” I do not feel quite
so certain about it. Infinitely better to |
die than ever to do a dishonorable thing. |
It Jesus Christ be our Master, we must be |
content to let the fairest prospect go, and |
all thing that seem to tell for our success |
in this life must be secondary in our account. |
The merchant sold all that he had. :
I think I see you draw back.
is too hard a line.” Very well, if you do
not want to buy the pearl, you see - that
is to say, if you do not want to make your
fortune—for that buying of the pearl was
the making ot the man’s fortune—it you |
do not think the pearl is worth it, pray do
not have it. God forbid you should retuse,
but if you do not want him then say so.
IV. Now, the last thing is

“This— |

The Buying.

He had sold all that he had, and then he |
pays the shekels over—pays them over
that he may have the pearl. and he gets
the pearl. It was a considerate purchase
—a deliberate bargain. He did not see |
the pearl and then in a hurry go and sell
his goods and guess at the value of it.
No. but he had looked at it, for he was a
seeker of pearls. And so he thought it
over. It did not want much thinking
over. Oh, if a soul did but know Christ,
he would not think twice before he would
have him. If men were not such tools—
it they had but light from heaven to see
the value of my Lord and Master, instead
of our standing here and having to beg
and persuade and find out new words of
commendation, methinks they would only
say, ‘‘Tell us about him. We will have
him. What does he ask ot use? What
can we do for him ?”

And it was an immediate purchase. He
did not go home and say, ‘I shall think
about this.” No, but he knew that pearl,
and he said,

*“If I Let that Slip

through my fingers I shall never see the |
like of it again. If anybody else gets that |
bargain, then I shall have lost the one op-
portunity of my life.” And so he does but
take time enough to go and sell his farm
off, and the litﬁe land he had, and the lit-
tle property he had. He was back quickly
with his money. So. dear friends, he that
cometh to Christ aright may well deliberate

| in the person ot Mr. Louis Klopsch, the

about it, but the end ot his deliberation
ought to be speedy. *‘If he is to be had, |
let me have him.”
And, oh, what an enriching purchase it |
was which the man had made. So, brothers |
and sisters, if you have ever given up any- |
thing for Christ I am sure that the Lord |
Jesus Christ has made you very ample
amends. Some years ago a person rather
eccentrically advertised for persons who l
had been losers by obedience to the divine |
command—that if any one who had lost |
anything through love to Christ would ap- {
ply to him he would make it up. The odd |
advertisement appeared for some months |
in one of our religious periodicals. But the |
oddest thing is that nobody ever answered |
it. I should have thought that somebody
would have tried and made out a case; but
nobody did. They cannot make out such |
a case ; they are i

No Losers by Christ, l

“But,” say some, ‘‘the martyrs were, were
they not?” Well, they are up there, ask I
them. Oh, there is no losing when you |
deal with him. !

This was a purchase he never regretted.
He never wished to have it undone. With
his pearl of immense worth he was a rich
man, worthy to be the rival of princes, and
he felt that it was enough. Oh, blessed
are they who can say *‘It is enough,” and
can rejoice and bless and magnify the Lord.

Let me, however, just put in one word
of caveat. Take care, dear merchant
brothers, that when you buy a pearl you
buy a good one—that it 1s the pearl of great
price, because I have known noble spirits
whom I have admired and felt ready to
weep over; men that have been heroic in
the pursuit of that which seemed to them
perfectly true, and have made a sacrifice of
all that they have for it, and yet

They Have Been Deceived.

Mind that you get Christ and his truth as
you find it revealed in Scripture, and re-
vealed a second time in your own heart
by the Holy Ghost, for whatever is short
of Christ is a cheat and will deceive you

“Hearken to me, ye that follow after
righteousness, ye that seek the Lord.”
The voice of Jesus is heard in this parable
of the kingdom describing and directing
the seekers. Such persons comprise no
small fraction of an assembly like the pres-
ent one. I am sure some of you have seen
the pearl you want sparkling before Kour
eyes. I wonder how many of you have
resolved to sell all you have to buy it.
But who among you all have actually
made the pearl your own, and rejoice in

its possession? That such of you will go
on your way rejoicing there is no doubt ;
but will you not return and give glory to
God? Shall we have the happiness of
greeting you here in the fellowship of the
kingdom of his grace? The Lord grant it
may be so for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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A SUCCESSFUL SUNDAY SCHOOL. ;
The Superintendent of Dr.Talmage’s School |
Hag Something to Say. |

Dr. Talmage's Sunday school is one ofl
the most attractive places for visitors on |
Sunday in the City ot Churches. It is one
of the largest Sunday schools in the coun-
try. Children from all parts of Brooklyn
attend it, and it requires a pretty active
man for superintendent. Dr. Talmage has
bad much difliculty in finding the man for
the place, but he has succeeded admirably

roprietor of the Christian Herald. Mr.
{{lopsch has the reputation of being the
most successful Sunday school superinten-
dent in the country. Ile loves children,
and has a peculiar power of drawing them
toward him and of ingratiating himself in |
their trust. Mr. Klopsch explained his |
methods to me the other day.

“One teacher, who is a very earnest and
consecrated man,will take a Sunday school
or class and make a fizzle of it,” he said.
**Another. who to all appearances is more
easy-going, will take that same charge and
trinmphantly succeed. Why? The former
goes to the pastor and says: ‘I want to do
something for the Lord. I'm willing to do
anything. If necessary I'll take a Sunday
school class.” The latter goes in because
he loves the Lord and he loves the chil-
dren, and his great object is to bring his
two best friends together, to introduce the

i one to the other. And he succeeds. 1|

believe in system. There should be a
stated length of time for the opening ser-
vices, for the study of the lesson and for

| the close, which must include a terse and

stirring review. 1 believe in singing, in
the liberal use of short choruses. Sing
whenever there is a period of embarrass-
ment or an awkward pause, and by the

' time the singing is over quiet and order
I will have been restored.

“Teach the children scripture and have
them memorize scriptural passages. For
example, open for one quarter with the
twenty-third psalm. At the end of the
(uarter every child in the school will know
it. Then take the first psalm, occasional-
ly following it up with the twenty-third.
Next quarter take the Proverbs of Wis- |
dom ; here and there use the creed; work
in the ten eommandments and always use |
the Lord’s Prayer.

“Nothing will build up a school quicker
than encouragement. If you have a visitor |
take him up to the desk and you will find |
that unconsciously the school will behave
admirably. Thank the school publicly in |
the presence of the visitor, and you will
never again have trouble in the way of de- |
portment.

“In talking to the children remember |
that you may give them less information |
by saying too much than by saying too |
little. Children are like bottles with little
narrow necks, Pour a gallon of water
over a narrow-necked bottle hurriedly, and
it will take in but a few drops. Take a

int of water and pour it in gradually.and,
if the bottle be large enough, it will re-
ceive the whole pint.

“Talk to your children singly, in a
manner easily understood by them, adapted |
to their ability to receive. Make yourself
as one of them, and you will arouse and I
interest them. A pompous old man once i

|
n

arose on the platform ot a Sunday school
and asked: ‘Now, children, what is the
ostensible mission of a Sunday school?”
After awhile a little girl in the rear of the |
room raised her hand and said: ‘Yes, sir.’ ’

! That showed how much she understood his

words.

““There should be a tacit understanding
between the superintendant and the
teachers. I believe a superintendent must
be somewhat of an autocrat. Once clothed
with power, he should wield it, and the
teachers must recognize his authority.

“Above all, love your scholars. You
may simulate affection for a time, but that
will not answer. Children instinctively
take to the one who loves them. When
you meet them, ask them about their day
school connections, their progress, their

arents, their home, their Sunday school
lessons. Make each child feel that you
love it individually, and not as part of a

i crowd.

“Make no distinction between good |
looks and plain looks. The child is not
responsible. Don’t let dress make any
difference, unless it be to increase your at-

! fection for those who are poorly clad.They

need your love more than any others. I
have seen many a child, upon whose head
I have laid my hand, look up into my eyes,
with its own full of tears, at this unexpect-
ed mark of affection and kindly interest.
This makes your Sunday school a heaven
to them, and they would rather be in it
than at home.

“I believe that the requisites of a Sun-
day school teacher are: Consecration to
the work, love for the children and a dis-
tinct understanding of what you want to
accomplish, and then to take the short cut
to get at it. I believe that many Sunday
schools are failures because the teachers
are too prolix, and the scholars don’t know
what they are driving at.

“Don’t drive your children to salvation.
Lead them gently on. When they learn to
love vou and trust you, thev will uncon-
sciously love and trust your God.”

‘““My Daughter’s Life

Was saved by Hood's Sarsaparilla,” says
Mr. B. B. Jones of Alna, Maine. ‘‘She
had seven running sores in different places
on her body, but on giving her Hood's
Sarsaparilla there was marked improve-
ment, and now she is well, strong and
healthy.

Hood’s Pills cure Constipation by re-
storing the peristaltic action of the alimen-
canal. They are the best famly

ca ic.

B'ull Dress Suits

TO ORDER,

From $25.00 to $40.00.

The Dress Suit is to-day an absolute
necessity to gentlemen attending weddings,
receptions, parties, etc. It is theonly cor
rect dress on such occasions.  Every gentle
man should own a Dress Suit.  Now is the
time to order, as the social season opens
immediately after the Christmas Holidays,
and there is nothing like being prepared

Correct style and first-class workmanship.

2. C. CO1.H,,

PAILMER BILOCK,

178 Main street, = - Moncton.

Windsor. N. S.
S|SLLEAY PeopUunody

v
GYMNASIUM

~ STAFF: —-—

INFIRMARY: SCHOOL. ¢

HEAD MASTER: l
Rev. ARNOLDUS MILLER,M. A.,—Classics and L gh i
Science. Toronto and Victoria Universities, Ont. | M s 35 G. SNELL.
RESIDENT ASSISTANT MASTER: ‘ DRiLL A'.\'vl)v(-\;.\l.\'A!-‘Tl(' INSTRUCTOR : ;
MR.JAMES C. SIMPSON,—Mathematics, German. | SEreT. A. CUNNINGHAM,—Late Instructor in
Provincial Certificate, Province of Ont. Late of | Military Gymnasium, Halifax.
the Engineering Staff, Canadian Pacific R. R. TEACHERS IN PIANO AND VioLiN Music:
RESIDENT ASSISTANT MASTER: Pror. W. H. WATTS. Miss N. HENSLEY.
Mg. ROBERT SIMPSON,—Enghsh and Classics. | = Miss KING. ,

University o1 Toronto.
CorNE? :—J. D. MEDCALFE, Esq.

FRENCH : : i s
CHARLES G. ABBOTT, Esq., B.A., Kings College. VioLiN :(—J. W. S. BOULT, Esq.

LENT TERM BEGINS JANUARY 10,

B CIRCULARS giving full information, will be sent on application to THE HEAD MASTER..&¢

MARINE INSURANGE.
Insurance Co'y of North America

PHILADELPHTA.

CAPITAL, - - - 868,000,000
SURPLUS, as regards Policy-holders, S,900,000

MERCHANTS INSURANCE CO.

BANGOR, MAINE.
Policies on Hulls, Cargoes and Freights, and Sterling Cer-
tificates payable abroad at current rates, issued at St. John by

THOS. A. TEMPLE, Agent, - 128 Prince Wm. §t.

WRITING, DRAWING AND BOOK-KEEPING :

WHELPLEY'’S

LONC REACH SKATES

Take[the Lead both in the United States and Canada.

THIS CUT, NO. 125, REPRESENTS THEIR LATEST AND BEST.

Fast Skaters who wish to increase their speed should secure a pair without delay.
It your dealer does not have them in stock, send $1.00 direct to the factory and get a
air by mail or express, free. Can supply the trade with Halifax Pattern, Hockey, and
Q'ictorin Club Skates, Iron Toys, etc., at Short Notice.
GREENWICH, N. B., Can. Deec. 1, 1891.

HOT WATER HEATING!

TOW is the time to prepare for comfort in your dwellings next winter. Heat your house with a Hot
|  Water Apparatus; in point of economy, simplicity, cleanliness, and ventilation it is infinitely superior

to any other mode of heating. o

SPECIFICATIONS AND PRICES FURNISHED ON APPLICATION.

ALL WORK WARRANTED TO GIVE ENTIRE SATISFACTION.

THOS.CAMPBEILL,,
PLUMBER, HOT WATER AND TEAM FITTER,

79 Germain Street, St. John, N. B.
FOR HOUSEKEEPERS.

Plated Ware, in great variety; Cutlerg‘, Tin and Japaned
Ware, Brass and Iron Hooks, Nails and Tacks, Mixed Paints,
Varnish, and large variety of Sundries, required by House-
keepers.
AT THE OLD STAND.

R & THORNE, - - 60 and 62 Pritce Wm. Street.
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