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SOME OF WIMAN'S IDEAS,

¢ULLED FROM HIS MARITIME
PROVINCE LECTURES

on the Trade Relations of Canada and the

United States—FKFacts and Fancies Worth

Reading and Thinking Over by People on

All Sides of Politics.

Erastus Wiman created a most favorable
impression in his lecturing trip to the mari-
time provinces. He spoke at Halifax,
(harlottetown, New Glasgow, and St.
John, four of the principal centres of trade.
;gricnlture and manufacture, and was
greoted everywhere by large audiences.
Mr. Wiman treated his subjects
with much freedom and vigor, but
refrained  carefully from saying any-
thing that would be offensive either
to conservative or liberal ; he talked, in fact,
as a business man from a commercial
standpoint, and as one of the most success-
ful of them his words had much weight,

His addresses will give the people much
to think about, and ProGress has taken
such thoughts of his as were complete in
paragraphs and, in our opinion, most for-
cible and striking. They are worth reading
and thinking over. He said :

The cost of living in Great Britain,which
after all is the basis ot her commercial suc-
cess abroad, has been greatly influenced by
the amplitude of food products from the
United States. The agricultural depres-
sion in England is the testimony to this
statement, for although the farmer has
been hurt, a vastly greater number of
consumers and manufacturing population
have been helped by the cheapened food
supplies.

I'hus while the United States has seem-
ed to be the commercial enemy of Great
Britain, the opposite has been the case so
far as the supply of food and raw material
is concerned. England’s supply of cotton,
equally with her supply of breadstufls and
provisions, tobacco, cheese, butter, oil,and
other essentials, is more largely acerived
from the United States than from else-
where.

x = x

Again, what is the extent of the contri-
bution by the United States to the mari-
time greatness of Great Britain? The in-
vestment in British shipping today is per-
haps greater in amount than in any other
distinctive interest in that country. Its
power to earn consists in its ability to trade
with other nations. With what nation in
the world is the maritime commerce so pro-
fitable as between Great DBritain and the
United States? Recall the splendid lines
of ocean greyhounds that almost daily ply
between Liverpool and New York, recall
also the lines of freighters, such as the new
\_\ hite Star additions, the great National
line, the Anchor, the Wilson, the Allan-
State, and other lines of which we hear but
httle. The tramp steamers that by the
score come into New York, Portland, Bos-

ton, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Newport
News, Norfolk, Charleston, Savannah,

New Orleans, Galveston, and other places,
form in themselves a vast flotilla, constant-
ly and valuably employed for the benefit of
the people of Great Britain. Besides these,
the stately ships under canvas, whose name
is legion, that come into all these ports to
carry the products ot the continent to all
parts of the world. DBritain's profit on
transportation of American products is
greater than the profits realized from auy
other equal investment.

* x %

It is impossible to trace, even with the
closest knowledge, the rivulets and streams
of British capital that has come into the
United States. An estimate recently made
shows that out of 1,000 millions of dollars
which Great Britain receives in the shape
of interest yearlvy. 200 millions of this
came from the United States alone. Thus
almost four millions of dollars a week in
interest is paid by this commercial rival,
this bitter enemy, this disloyal daughter of
th}: great mother of nations. Surely a con-
tribution of four millions a week, which in
avery short time may be a million dollars
a day, is not to be ignored among the
achievements which the opportunities of
the United States have afforded to Great
Britain. Now, if these opportunities could
be enlarged by a continental unity, and
the United States make a great profit,
Canada be enormously benefitted, and
Great Britain and the rest of the world
helped, is it not time that some form of
unity should be considered. So far as
Canada is concerned nothing in the whole
range of possible events could happen
which would so benificially affect her, as to
bave the opportunities of the United
States so far enlarged as to extend into
the Northern half ot the continent.

* % %

The very elements that have made the
aned States successful are the elements
which Canada needs. The advantage to
the United States of a continental unity is
(uite as great as to Canada, and nothing
In the possible category of events would be
%0 belplul to both as to break down the
barrier that exists between the two countries.

® x %

Two forms of Continental Unity seem
possible between the United States and
Canada. One form is that of a political
union, another form is that of a reciprocal
Or commercial union, by which the customs
border line between the two countries
tould be completely obliterated. It is to
liscuss betore vou these two modes of
Union that this opportunity has been sought.

t us first talk of political union. So far
4 1t 1s possible to estimate the advantages
'h}t'h would flow to both countries from a
inion of material interest, nothing could
Ocur so advantageous as a political
Unon, The growth in the United States
% the measure of the growth possible
0 Canada if the countries were one politi-
@lly as well as commercially. So far as
idvantage is concerned, there is simply no
{{}lemon as to the material gain to Canada.
b:le speaker said, that he was once asked

fore the committee of the senate of the

Y

ited States, how much, as a realizable

asset, Canada would increase it she were a
part of the union. He had replied, that
she would be worth a bundred times as
much as §he is now. Being asked it he did
not mean a hundred per cent., he replied,
no, he meant what be had said, viz.. a hun-
dred times as much. He meant by that,
that the iron mines of Nova Scotia.Quebec,
Ontario and Algoma were practically worth-
less, so far as an output was concerned.but
that with an unlimited market for the
highest grade of ore, mined at a less ex-
pense and nearest the greatest means of
communication, would be worth a hundred
times as much as they are today. He
meant that the fisheries, timber limits, and
above all,the shipping interests ot the coun-
try, would be augmented a hundred times.
Canada bad spent sixty millions of
dollars in her canals, and she bas less than
sixty craft to navigate them. It she were a
part of the [Tnited States, she would be the
greatest shipping nation in the world.
I'here was commerce floating tor eight
months in the year on the Detroit River,
which exceeded in tonnage that of London
and Liverpool combined for the whole year,
and Canada had not a dollar's interest in
that tonnage. If she were a part ot the

foolish movement in favor of annexation
in Canada has been so magnified as to
make a good many people suppose there
was a growth in the sentiment, that in time
would become effective  But the business
men of the country know better. Their
information is much more complete, and
they realize that it there was any hope at
all for a close relation between the two
people it would be through reciprocal or
commercial arrangements.
= 52 »

The advoeacy of annexation in Canada
does infinite harm in the United States.
Nothing can ever be accomplished by en-
couraging retaliation in that country. The
people of Canada are not to be driven into
a political alhance, which they do not covet,
out of a political alliance with which they
are entirely content.  If annexation s ever
to be achieved, it must be done by a condi-
tion ot preparedness on the part of both
parties to the contract. It a sensible and
reasonable man thought for an instant that
annexation might be much easier brought
about by a clote commercial intimacy than
by continued i:o'ation, and there are many
who believe that annexation will follow
from reciprocity, there are many more who
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Union she would have one-ball ot it, be-
cause her peopte are natural born sailors,
she has abundant supply of raw material,
great ports. and a development in this re-
spect would far exceed the above estimate,
put before the Senate Committee. So with
almost every other asset it is possible to
name. Certainly the tarms ot Nova Scotia
and Prince Edward Island would be worth
the interest on a bundred times their pre-
sent value, if the markets ot the United
States were freely opened to them.
% x

That there is a growth in the sentiment
in favor ot political union, there can be no
doubt. Itis a natural growth, and if there
is no hope for a reciprocal union, if there is
no-chance fora better relation between
these two countries, it is a tact that the
sentiment towards a political assimilation
will grow with great rapidity. The extent
ot the personal annexation that is all the
time going forward in the shape of an exo-
dus, must have its eventual effect upon the
country left behind. A census of the Can-
adians in the United States is one of the
most remarkable features ot the hour. The
“new Yankee,” as the Nova Scotian is
called in Boston, the ever-present French
Canadian, who in every manufacturing
town is found to prevail, equally with the
enterprising native of Ontario, occupy
positions in the United States, today,more
influential, more controlling and more

rofitable than any other single class of
immigration that has ever reached those

shores.
* % =

There is no justification whatever in
Canada seeking a different political alliance.
Great Britain bas treated Canada with the
utmost liberality and freedom. Not a
dollar of Canadian revenue is sought for by
the Imperial Treasury, and notwithstand-
ing the enormous expenditure which Great
Britain has incurred in maintaining Canada.
Advancing her money for internal improve-
ments and contributing in every way to her
success, she practically gives up to the
people of Canada the entire countrg, with-
out charge, orlimit, or exaction. No mo-
ther ever endowed a child with an inheri-
tance so vast, no nation ever gave up more
completely a possession so great as the
territory Canada owns and possesses from
Great Britain without let or hindrance.

* ¥ %

The strongest argument for political
union is that commercial union is 1mpossi-
ble. The speaker said he professed to
know as muc{)l about this question as any
other living man. He claimed that he had
opportunities in the United States ap-
proached by no other indiuidual for testing

ublic sentiment, he had an enormous con-
tact with public men, with bankers, with
merchants, manufacturers, and the com-
mercial class, more than any other Can-
adian. Some credit must be given to him
tor intelligence and sincerity, in addition
to his knowledge, and that with all this
behind him, he made this deliberate state-

ment, that he believed that if the
Canadian people, through their gov-
ernment, would consent to a com-

plete and perfect reciprocity, in less than
three years it could be achieved. It
was true that many politicians thought they
could make capiu{ y retaliation, and the

believe that reciprocity will indefinitely
postpone it.
* = =

Nature intended that there should be a
union of some kind bctween the Northern
and Southern hait of the North American
continent. Nowhere else in the world is
it more plainly evident that one section is
a complement of the other, each in a
marked degree dependent upon the other.
Not only are there no mountains to divide
them, no seas to separate them, but the
line of division between the two regions in

' other respects is as imperceptible. In

climate, variety on the North American
continent is the highest advantage it pos-
sesses.  Therefore, to restrict a people by
legislation, by law or by commercial policy
to one kind of climate, is to legislate
against Providence. It looks like a con-
flict between the Divine law and the hu-
man law, in thus enforcing the laws of man
against the laws of nature. To inforce
such a policy is impolitic, and in the end
disasterous to the body politic. The pro-
ducts of both North and South are found
singularly and absolutely essential to each
other region. Thus, the Canadian needs
cotton for clothing, and he can get it alone
from the Southern States. Why should there
be a legal impediment from his getting it
where he desires, either raw or manufact-
ured? On the other hand, the New Eng-
lander, who manutfactures the cotton, needs
coal and food products, and these are
found nearest and cheapest, in the Mari-
time Provinces, The policy that shuts out
coal tfrom New England and opens the
mines of Pennsylvania to foreign pauper
emigration, until now the English language
is hardly spoken therein, is the supremest
folly a goverment ever premitted. kqually,
the policy which shuts out New England
manufactures from the Maritime Prov-
inces, su that in exchange for them the
people ot these Provinces should not pro-
duce food and warmth for the New kng-
lander, with a good profit, 15 a policy
disastrous to both sections. So with lum-
ber tor shelter, which the Americans need,
and which alone can be found in Canada;
with fish, which Canada alone can supply,
in exchange for tobacco, sugar, corn, tlour,
oil. and the thousand other things which go
to make up the sum of human happiness.
The free exchange of products, without let
or hindrance, was ordained by nature, and
a union of interests between the north and
south as is plainly essential to their pros-
perity and perfect development as the sun
1s to light.

* %k ¥

The success of Great Britain, on the one
hand, and the success of the United States,
on the other, are illustrations of the advan-
tage of interchange ot the products of
varied climates. Great Britain, if her
trade was confined to her own latitudes,
would be a mere speck upon the sea of
commerce, while today she fills the eye of
the world as the greatest of commercial
nations. Levying tribute, as she does,
from every nation under the sun, she is the
highest illustration of the advantages of the
principles of a commercial union with the
rest of the world. Though it must be ad-
mitted at times this union is denied her,
she never refuses it from her side of the
bargain. Equally the success of the United
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States is an illustration of the advantages
of tree trade over wide areas, for it must
be borne in mind that notwithstanding the
policy of isolation which the United States
have pursued as against other nations, she
is within her own limits a nation of forty
nations. Trade has been treer, and among
a larger number ot traders within the
United States than anywhere else in the
world. The great commonwealths that
have been built up, and the great resources
that have been developed, have been more
the result of the perfect freedom of inter-
course between them and between the cli-
matic and productive advantages which
each possesses than any other influence.
Theretore, the experience in Great Britain,
and the results which have been achieved
from a commercial freedom on the one
hand, and an equal internal commercial
treedom between different climates in the
United States on the other, are illustrations
of the necessity for a umon of some kind
between the northern and southern halt of
the continent of North America.
* % *x

The strongest argument against com-
mercial union is that the tarifl is to be reg-
ulated by the larger party to the bargain.
This Yeing the United States, it follows
that the Canadian tariff would have to be
similar to that which prevails in the United
States. In other words, that the tarifl
line which now extends athwart the conti-
nent, south of its centre, shall be lifted up
and placed right round the continent, and
that the same duties and charges shall be
collected at Halitax as at Boston, at Mon-
treal as at New Yorg, at Vancouver and
Viectoria as at San Francisco and Portland.
So far as advance in the tariff is concerned,
tor Canada it would not amount to
very much, because it is not improbable
the United States tariff would be reduced
to an equal amount, so that there would be
a movement on both sides towards unthea-
ion. It would not increase the amount to
be collected in Canada.On the contrary.the
proportion of revenue which each inhabi-
tant would entitle the general government
to claim, would enormously augment the
revenues of the country, so far as collec-
tions against the ouiside world are con-
cerned.

* = %

When it is considered that the total ex-
ports of Great Britain to Canada amount
to the insignificant sum of three per cent. ot
the total amount sent out of Great Britain
and when it is recalled that the ability of
Canada would be enormously increased to
buy British goods, should they prosper and
enlarge their opportunities, it will be seen
how ridiculous it is to permit such a con-
sideration as discrimination against Great
Britain, economically considered, to stand
in the way.

* x *x

There are five great classes im Canada
that would be enormously benefitted by a
free market in the United States. These
are, the farmer, the fisherman, the miner,
the lumberman and the shipper. The inter-
ests of every one of these classes, comprising
two-thirds of the entire population, would
be advanced ten-fold, compared with the
disadvautage which would follow to the
British manufacturer. The total importa-
tions from Great Britain are about 40 mil-
lions ot dollars. The profit on this 40 mil-
lions does not exceed ten per cent, or, say
four millions ot dollars. This profit 15 a
mere bagatelle compared with the profit
which this aggregation, fishermen, miners,
lumbermen and shippers, would get by a
free and unrestricted access to the great
markets to the south. Four millions of
dollars a year could well be paid by the
government of Canada to the English
manufacturers, if such was essential, for
the permission to buy cheap goods in the
United States, on the one hand, and to ex-
port into that country the products and
manufactures of Canada, on the other.

* X ¥

Is it not the supremest folly in the world,
from a purely economic point of view, to
keep this country n leading strings forever.
because people who have no relation to it
in the world, except as buyers and sellers,
get four millions of dollars a year profit
out of products they send hither. If it
could be shown that each of these men
were making ten times that amount out of
the United States, and that they would
continue to make the same out of Canada,
when Canada reached a development equal
to that country, what argument possesses
any force as to discrimmate against the
English manufacturer ? Strip the idea of
all sentimental consideration, let us look
at it purely and solely, how it affects the
fishermen of this country, the miners, farm-
ers, producers and manufacturers, who
would have in the United States a market
for all that they could produce, which
would be enormously beneficial to them.

* x ¥

England has reached a point in her
career, in which her fortunes do not rest on
trade alone. Her manufactures are begin-
ning to play a secondary partin producing

he accumulations of wesltgtor which she has
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become famous. Her investors are the
earning powers of the country now, rather
than her manutacturers and exporters.
Thus it is said that the total receipts by
Great Britain from interest, dividends and
the results of investments abroad. equal a
thousand millions ot dollars a year. A
thousand millions of dollars a year is a vast
sum, amounting to pretty nearly three
millions of dollars a day, and the sum is |
derived not from anv export of goods, not
from any trade transactions, or the results
of industry or labor. Itis simply for the
use of money in all parts of the world, in
the promotion of various enterprises, in re-
turn for indebtedness by states, colonies,
corporations, municipalities and indi-
viduals.

* X =

The present is a time for stock-taking—
a period for an inventory of achievement,of
profits, of possessions, of prospects. The
Columbus commemoration bids the nations
that occupy the continent to stop as ships
on mid-ocean, and take an observation for
future guidance. The century closing a
career more wonderful in achievements
than was accomplished in the 1800 years that
preceded it, admonishes those who are
laggards in the race to reverse their policy
and join in the procession that on this con-
tinent moves towards progress and perma-
nent prosperity. So, happily, in the Repub-
lic that more rapidly than elsewhere has
advanced Anglo-Saxon civilization, a per-
10d has been reached when a reversal of
the policy of belligerency is hikely to follow.
The necessity for a change by the Republi-
can party in the control of the government
whereby reciprocity takes its place side by
side with protection on the banners of the
arty is significant of the pending change.
f this party succeed in maintaining their
control of their affairs, there is good
ground for hope that toward the best of the
continent, there will be a disposition to un-
shackle commerce and enlarge trade.

If loyalty consisted in benefiting the
mother country by trade, then each Amer-
ican is almost three times as loyal as each
Canadian. It however the changing ten-
dencies. in the United States would be ef-
tective, and the barbed wire fence that now
surrounds it be covered and its repulsive
features removed it would be seen what
might be expected in the future, if in the
past against such adverse circumstances so
much had been done. Meantime in Canada
the question of the futcre was pressing.
The necessity for some change was appar-
ent. Mr. Chamberlain had said Canada
could not remain as she is, and a great
many more felt that some change in policy |
so far as effected the United States would
oceur. The change could take on the
shape of some kind of commercial bargain
by which each section of the continent
would be more beneficial to the other than
it had hitherto been.

Comfort, happiness, intelligence, in-
tellectual development, ana all that goes
to make up the sum of human blessedness
is more the result ot freedom of trade than
by a policy of restriction and exclusion.
Of all people those ot Canada should now
realize this. Her people in vast nambers
are leaving her, and her losses in the past
25 years by actual expenditure on the million
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to have so enormous a sum safely invested
by the eflorts ot its people remaining in
this new country was surely the highest
statesmanship. {t was Anglo-Saxon sense
that would carefully investigate and readily
admit the truth it found in error.

The tides ebb and flow with no greater
regularity than nations learn and unlearn.
The pendulum that sways one way to the
scheme of protection as embodied in the
McKinley tariff is just as likely to swing to
the other extreme in the advanced position
which Chicago Democrats insisted the Dem-
ocratic party should occupy. The im-
pending events of the next few days, of the
next few months, may change the whole
aspect of a possible commercial union and
atany rate it will be clear a majority of the
people of the United States will be found
on the side of enlarged relations with the
rest of the world. The world moves as
the Anglo-Saxon civilization progresses.
If the great schism that in the American
revolution was created, could be healed by
a close commercial union of 1ts three great
branches, between the United States and
Canada a new hope would open its portals
of promise for our native land, for the
mother land, for our kinsmen across the

who had departed was not less than a
billion ot dollars. To save this vast loss,

border and for all mankind.
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