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“These things have I spoken unto you in pro- 
verbs; the hour cometh when I shall no more speak 
unto you in proverbs, but shall tell you plainly of 
the Father.”—John xvi. 25. 

There is no doubt that Jesus Christ's 
Mode of teaching caused surprise and much 

perplexity to His hearers. It troubled 
both the Jews and the disciples that they 
did not seem able to prevail upon Him to 
speak plainly. “This is a hard saying,who 
can hear it?” was the exclamation of many 
who apparently were favorably inclined to- 
ward Him. “What is this that He saith? 
—we cannot tell what He saith,” said His 
disciples. His words caused a division 
among the Jews. Many said, “He hath a 

devil and is mad, why hear ye Him?” 
Others perplexed enough yet said, ‘‘These 
are not the sayings of one possessed of a 
devil.” At length impatient of this ambi- 
goity, the Jews gathered round Him and 

- “How long dost Thou hold us in sus- 

pense ? 1f Thou be the Christ, tell us 

plainiy.” ‘Why speakest Thou unto them 
(the people) in parables ?™ said the puzzl- 
ed disciples ; they themselves ha cv to 
have a parable explained. ‘‘Declare unto 
us this parable.” Not a it is 
said, *“They understood not that saying ;" 
sometimes it is added, “And they were 
afraid to ask Him wonderingly, attracted 

by something in Him which they could hard- 
v define ;they followed Him until they came 

o love Him, stillthey did not wish that He 
would speak plainly and speak no more pro- 
verbs, hard sayings, or parables. And now, 

when His ministry is drawing to a close, 
they think He really has, for the first time, 
spoken plainly. How eagerly and with 
what pleasure do they hail His words! 
What a sense of relief does their exclama- 
tion convey! ‘*‘Lo, now speakest thou 
lainly and speakest no proverb . . . 
 - know we by this we be- 

lieve.” Their pleasure at this supposed 
plainness of speech amounts to an uncon- 
scious rebuke of His former mode of 
speaking. Jesus admits Ilis ambiguity. 
‘These things have I spoken unto you in 
proverbs.” 
* Now, I want to point out to you this 
morning, in the first place, how almost 
impossible it is to speak plainly on the 
greatest subjects, to urge upon you pati- 

ence with proverbs, hard saying and para- 
bles, to remind you that Jesus deliberately 

adopted that mode of teaching, which the 
disciples thought obscure. 
Language 1s said to be the garment of 

thought. A very good definition: only 

we must remember, that while a garment 

clothes, it also conceals. Into every word 
that we use something has crept that we | 

do not suspect, or something has gone out 
that we believe still remains. 
to us, some of them in sad condition, | 

with their original meanings all torn out 
of them, charged with other meanings, | 
and if we use them without a knowledge 
of their life history, as if nothing had 
happened to them in the course of it, we 

convey wrong impressions and arrive at 
false conclusions. Some of them come to 
us with an accumulation ot power gathered 
during what I may call their life, just as 
is the case sometimes with a man who 
being nobody of importance to begin 
with ends by making his name a 
trumpet call to duty, a name to conjure 
with, a name that shall stand for a move- 

ment, a nation, an age. They come to us 
coloured also with all kinds ot associations, 

beautiful or otherwise, which belong to a 

distant past, and if we use them ignorant 
of all this, we know not what we may be 
doing. Itis very difficult indeed to know 
precisely how much or how little there is 
in the words which we constantly use as 
fixed or definite and adequate expressions 
of thought. But now, suppose that we 
should strip them of all that they have 
accidently acquired, or restore to them all 
that they have lost; suppose that we could 
see them uncoloured by associations, see 
them, shall I say, *‘plainly.” What then? 
Ther: we should only see them struggling 
to say what cannot be said. First of all, 
there is no word which fully covers its 
meaning ; its is only a sign or an image of 
the thought more or less dim : and, second- 
ly, it conveys something false as well as 
so-“thing true—all images do that and we 
hive to allow for it; but if we use words 
as if they adequately saphena the thought 

of which they are only the signs or images, 
and make no allowance for what is false 
in them, we shall be sure to use them 
wrongly and harmfully. 

Logic and Feeling. 

Then, again, we ourselves, in the use of 
words, put something of our own into 
them. Feeling makes too little of them 
and says too much; logic makes too much 
of them and says too little. Logic is to be 
distrusted more than feeling: the latter 
assumes that we shall be on the alert to 
ps1 lel modify, or supplement, 
until we catch the spirit of what is said; 
the former tells you that there is nothing 
that need keep you on the alert, it lulls 
you to sleep by assuring you that it will be 
exact, that it will do everything for you, 
and leave you nothing to do for yourself; 
and it exercises itselt upon subjects which 
are surrounded by mystery as it they were 
perfectly plain, definite, measurable; 
whereas they are infinite beyond what eye 
hath seen, or ear heard, or the heart of 
man conceived. No, it is not easy to speak 
lainly. What is a word, a sentence, a 
ibrary ? What are all libraries? A mere 
peep into the inexpressible. The best 
writers know this, and are not surprised if 
they find their most important things out 
in between the lines, and the best readers 
soon learn where to look for them. The 
best speakers know this, and feel when all 
is done that they have left their most im- 
pressive thoughts unspoken, because they 
are unspeakable. 4 However, the best 
hearers understand perfectly well, perhaps 

They come | 

| better than if they had been spoken. Th® 
wa know best how to use language. 
hey often express their most inexpres- 

sible, or evanescent thoughts by means of 
repugnant, or somewhat paradoxical epi- 
thets ; as, for example, Coleridge when he 
says: 

The stilly murmur of the distant sea, 
Tells us of silence.” 

The belief that it is easy to speak plainly on 
these great subjects is at the bottom of 
nearly all the mistakes which divide men 
in religion, and it may be added, of nearly 
all the scepticism which has ever existed. 
There would not have been so much 

Unitarianism it men had not spoken of the 
Trinity as if they knew all about it. “I 
came forth from the Father,” said Jesus 
Christ. That is enough; it is a worth, a 
grand explanation of Him; but we cannot 
get behind it. and those who profess them- 
selves able to get beind Christ's state- 
ments, and dogmatise about what they can 
know so little of, needlessly divide men 
and mostly, after all, over mere words. 
Christ's words are like fixed stars shining 
out all the more brilliantly because of the 
darkness out of which they shine; we can 
guide ourselves by them. ‘The wayfaring 
man, though a fool, need not err.” The 
Gospel is the ‘Light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ,” but, as one has well observed, 
“‘that face stands out from a background 
of mystery ;” those who think it perfectly 
easy to penetrate that mystery do more 
harm than good. 

Neither would they have been so much 
agnosticism, if there had not been too much 
gnosticism, using the word in its etymo- 
logical sense. Agnosticism is the reaction 
caused by the Christian's dogmatism on 
matters that do not admit of it. It has 
been elevated to the dignity of a creed, 
and is able to put on an appearance of 
modesty, to rebuke Christians, because they 
have not been modest enough. Jesus 
Christ's proverbs, hard sayings and par- 
ables are infinitely preferable and more 
profitable than any man’s dogmatism. 

Truth Found by the Fit, 

There were good reasons, we may be 
sure, why Jesus spoke in proverbs, or par- 
ables. One reason seems undoubtedly to 
have been, that He did not intend any one 
to have lis truth who did not think it worth 
while taking some trouble to find it. Speak- 
ing to men whose hearts were in different 
moral conditions Jesus found the parable 
precisely suited to His purpese. There 
18 in the parable a mixture ot light and 
darkness : while it reveals, it also conceals. 
Fuller aptly compares it with the fiery 
cloudy pillar which gave light to the chil- 
dren of Israel, but was a cloud of darkness 
to the Egpptians. Those whose hearts 
were morally fit to see the light, who cared 

| to see it, saw it. Those who were indif- 
| ferent could make nothing of it. To them 
| it was all dark. What we are, that we see. 
By the light within us we discern the light 
without us in whatever form it may be pre- 

| sented. With darkness within, a man dis- 
| cerns nothing. “To him that hath shall 
| be given, and from him that hath not shall 
be taken away even that which he seemeth 

| to have.” Hearts which have ‘‘waxed 
| gross,” “‘seeing, Jovasin not, hearing, un- 
| derstand not.” Jesus never gave to those 
who could not and cared not to receive; 
therefore He spoke in proverbs, hard say- 
ings and parables, stimulating some to dig 
as for hidden treasure, while that which 
was meant to stimulate only discouraged 
others. Another reason was this: a par- 
able best preserves the truth which was 
needed for after ages. There was a seed 
of truth in the parable which would go on 
unfolding, but the blade appearing first 
caused the confusion in the minds of the 
disciples before alluded to. The blade, 
however, preserved the ear. What the sun 
and the rain and the soil are to the grain, 
so have been the times and the necessities 
of men to the parable. Every generation 
has found something in it to help it, and 
doubtless we have not exhausted all its 
meaning ; there is yet something hidden in 

| these parables which other times and other 
needs will develop for other generations. 
TLe parable preserved the truth until men 
were prepared to see it, until they needed 
it, until they sought for it. 

The Inadequacy of Language. 

A third reason was, as I have pointed 
out, the inadequacy of language. Jesus 
could not help Himselt ; for language fails 
to make ** plain ” the Father, and He was 
obliged to content Himself with proverbs, 
hard sayings, broken bkints and parables. 
Something beside language was needed. 
Much that He could not express in lan- 
guage lle expressed in action; but still it 
was not ‘‘plain.” Much that He could not 
tell us in His life He told us in His passion 
and His death, bat still it was not *‘plain.” 
“Darkness,” it 1s said, ‘‘ was over all the 
earth from the sixth to the ninth hour,” 
and for long enough after the meaning ot 
Calvary was not “plain.” To the Jews 
the cross was a stumbling-block, to the 
Greeks foolishness, to the disciples them- 
selves for a time it was not ‘‘plamn;” to 
them, Jesus was a good but mistaken man 
who was dead and buried. Deeply disap- 
pointed, they said, “We thought it had 
been He who should have redeemed Israel.” 
It was not “‘plain.” The Resurrection told 
us a vast deal more; but still the hour had 
not come when Jesus should tell us “‘plain- 
ly of the Father.” 

In that chamber in Jerusalem in which, 
by one accord, the disciples were as- 
sembled, by the command or their Lord, 
to wait for the baptism of the Spirit, 
the “hour” came. They were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost. Language fails 
to speak plainly and mumbles mere 
proverbs, confesses that that is all it is 
able to do even in the lips of Him who 
‘spake as never man spake.” Action tails, 
and is misunderstood ; even the cross fails 
to speak plainly of the Father. There 
was something more in the cross of Jesus 
than it could say, something which the 
Holy Spirit alone could interpret, ‘The 
Spirit of Truth” came, and taking of the 
“things of Jesus Christ declared them 
unto us”—took the proverbs, hard sayings 
and parables, the Life, Passion, Death, 
Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus— 
bathed them in light, and Jesus is found 
speaking plainly ot the Father. The 

disciples at once catch His meaning ; the 
past is illumined with a new and glorious 
light in which all that Jesus said and did 
are seen in there true relations and pro- 
portions. The gospel message is grasped 
and preached with extraordinary power 
and effect by men who, but a little before 
the ‘‘hour came,” were ignorant, per- 
plexed, almost accounting themselves as 
put to shame by the death of their Master 
whom they had hoped would have redeem- 
ed Israel. The proverbs have become 
“plain.” And ever since that day of Pente- 
cost the Spirit bas been leading us, little 
by little, into the truth, as we have been 
able to bear it, taking of the things of 
Jesus and declaring them unto us, speaking 
eid and ever more plainly, of the 
‘ather. We have made many mistakes; 
but the Spirit working in the hearts of men 
is teaching them that— 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy. 
Like the wideness of the sea; 

There’s a kindness mn His justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 

But we make His love too narrow 
By false limits of our own; 

And we magnify His strictness 
With a zeal He will not own. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven: 

There 1s no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgement given. 

For the love of God is broader 
Than the measures of man’s mind; 

And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

LIFE AT THREESCORE-AND-TEN. 

The Review of a Well Spent Life—Some 
Changes of Time. 

In the steeple of every human life hangs 
a bell, which by-and-by will begin to toll a 
solemn knell. That bell rings in the years 
as they come to us from God. As I listen 
to-day to this bell of time, it keeps striking 
on and on until it reaches three-score years 
and ten. 
There is nothing frightful in the sound. 

Nay, rather is it the sweet music of silvery 
chimes. Listening to these chimes I catch 
the far-away tones of a dear mother’s voice, 
in a christian home, calling me to her knees 
in prayer. I hear again the merry laugh 
of a very happy childhood. 1 hear the 
distant echoes of school and college bells 
that summon me to gird for the work and 
the wrestle of after life. Then, in God's 
good time came the great voice out of 
heaven to my soul, bidding me into the 
gospel ministry. Then by-and-by, follow- 
ed the melodious notes of a marriage bell, 
that has made sweet music in my home for 
almost nine-and-thirty years. Mingled 

| with all these chimes I seem to hear 
the trumpets that sounded the calls to 
duty, and the bugle notes of holy joy 
over many a service wrought for Christ 
and many a soul led to the Saviour. The 
voices of my beloved ‘‘Lafayette Avenue” 
flock mingle with the music from the 
belfry of the past—voices of fervent peti- 
tion in the prayer-room and of tender 
conversation in the study ; voices of thanks- 
giving, for precious revivals; voices of 
tenderest love, spoken at the fireside, in 
the sick chamber, and beside their silent 
dead. 

All these varied tones, for seventy long 
vears, blend in the harmonious chimes 
that break upon my ear like a *‘sevenfold 
chorus ot harping symphonies.” Let the 
chimes ring on! They have in them the 
jubilant strain of the 103rd Psalm. Truly 

| may [ devoutly thank God for threescore- 
| and-ten years of superlative happiness and 
| abounding joy. With all their many faults 
and failures, and all their many sins and 
sorrows, I would not today change places 
with any millionaire amid his treasures, 
or any monarch on his throne. To the 
tender mercies of my loving Redeemer, 
whose atoning blood can cleanse each 
spot and blot and blemish, I humbly 
commit the irrevocable record ot the past. 
The worst part of it is all my own; the 
best of it is due entirely to Him who can 
use a frail earthen vessel as the channel of 
His grace. 

Reviewing the experiences of this long 
life, I find some especial mercies to whet 
my gratitude. One of them is unbroken 
health. Although I have on two or three 
Sabbaths remained at home by the advice 
of my physician, yet I have never spent a 
Sabbath in a bed of sickness! Sound sleep 
and wholesome diet, and a slowing of the 
axles when the ‘‘journals” were getting too 
hot, have been the chief hygienic rules and 
regulations. Prevention is worth all the 
doctors in the world. 1am also thankful 
for an unbroken faith in God’s infallible 
word. From prying into its incompre- 
hensible mysteries I have been deterred by 
the salutary caution that ‘‘the secret things 
belong to Cod, while things that are re- 
vealed belong to us and our children.” The 
silences of scripture have been often as 
suggestive as its utterances. The distract- 
ing controversies raised by the ‘higher 
critics” —some of whom are at loggerheads 
with each other—have never disturbed me. 
I have comforted myselt with the thought 
that such ministers of Jesus Christ as Jona- 
than Edwards, and Thomas Chalmers, and 
Archibald Alexander, and Albert Barnes, 
managed to preach in the demonstration of 
the spirit, and with mighty power, even 
though they were in blessed ignorance of 
many of the brilliant discoveries claimed by 
modern scientific criticism. The present 
conflicts of the critics may unsettle some 
ministers ; they will never unsettle the Gib- 
raltar of inspired truth. 

Looking back over the last half-century 
I discover many changes, some for the bet- 
ter and some for the worse. I fear that 
with all the boasted improvements in Sun- 
day-school methods, the language of God's 
book is not committed to memory as 
thoroughly as it used to be. The children 
swallow, like young birds in the nest, what 
the teacher brings to them, but are not 
compelled to *‘ search the scriptures” for 
themselves. I also fear that strong doc- 
trinal preaching is less in bu go than it was 
fitty years ago. ‘‘Too dull and dry for 
these days” is the alleged excuse. The 
transcendent doctrines ot God's word were 
neither dull nor dry in the hands of John 
M. Mason, or Dr. Edward Griffin, or Dr. 
Lyman Beecher, whose discourses were di- 
vine logic made red hot by holy emotion. 
Those great preachers, like the great 
Greek tragedies, stirred the fountains of 
rage and tears. The present style of calm, 
colloquial discourse is in danger of destroy- 
ing the fervid passion of the pulpit. Paul 
preached doctrine in a way that made a 
cynical sinner shake on his throne. 
With the rapid growth of wealth and 

secularising influences comes perils to the 
spirituality and self-denying zeal of chris- 
tians, and also increasing difficulties for 
Christ's ministers to overcome. But 
christianity, if it has more foes to face, is 
winning in our day some of its most 

splendid triumphs. This great wicked | 
world, in all its civil and social and moral | 
revolutions, seems to my mind to be | 
swinging more and more towards God. 
The ‘‘frosts™ that are said to gether 
around threescore and ten have not yet | 
cooled the temperaturé of my faith, or 
hope, or abounding joy in the Lord. This 
is a glorious world to live in, and to serve 
God in atier all, and I am in no haste to 
exchange it even tor the ** Better Country.” 
As long as the greatest British statesman | 
is in full force at eighty-two. and America’s 
greatest living poet is full of strength at 
eighty-four, let no man think of *‘retiring 
from business” at three score and ten. 
teligion is not the art of dving well, but 

ot living well. — Rev. Theo I. Cuyler. 

Ayer's HairVigor 
Makes the hair soft and glossy. 

“1 have used Ayer's Hair Vigor for 
nearly five years, and my hair is moist, 
glossy, and in an excellent state of pres- 
ervation. I am forty years old, and have 
ridden the plains for twenty five years.” 
—Wm. Henry Ott, a/ias ‘* Mustang Bill,” 
Newcastle, Wyo. 

Ayer’'s Hair Vigor 
Prevents hair from falling out. 

‘““A number of years ago, by recom- 
mendation of a friend, I began to use 
Ayer's Hair Vigor to stop the hair from 
falling out and prevent its turning gray. 
The first effects were most satisfactory, 
Occasional applications since have kept 
my hair thick and of a natural color.” — 
H. E. Basham, McKinney, Texas. 

Ayer's HairVigor 
Restores hair after fevers. 

‘“ Over a year ago I had a severe fever, 
and when I recovered my hair began 
to fall out, and what little remained 
turned gray, 1 tried various remedies, 
but without success, till at last I began 
to use Ayer’s Hair Vigor, and now my 
hair is growing rapidly and is restored 

* to its criginal color,”—Mrs. A. Collins, 
Dighton, Mass, 

Ayer’'s HairVigor 
Prevents hair from turning gray. 

** My hair was rapidly turning gray and 
falling out; one bottle of Ayer's Hair 
Vigor has remedied the trouble, and my 
hair is now its original color and full- 
ness.” —B, Onkrupa, Cleveland, O. * 

Prepared by Dr. J.C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass. 
Sold by Druggists and Perfumers. 

DYES 
EASY TO USE. 

They are Fast. 

They are Beautiful. 

They are Brilliant. 

SOAP WON'T FADE THEM. 

Have YOU used them ; if not, try and 
be convinced. 

One Package equal to two of 
any other make. 

Canada Branch : 481 St. Paul Street, Montreal, 

Send postal for Sample Card nd Book of Instructions 

Sold in St. John by S. McDIARMID, and E. J 
MAHONEY, Indiantown. 

Ob, if I were a Queen 
I would eat Gelatine, 

And I'd order it home by the car-lot, 

"Ry the cross of 8t. George,” 

But I'd stuff and I'd gorge 

Of the kind that they call 
“LADY CHARLOTTE. 
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HUMPHREYS’ 
This Precious OINTMENT is the 

triumph of Scientific Medicine. 
Nothing has ever been produced to 

equal or compare with it asa CURATIVE 
and HEALING apPLICATION. It hasbeen 
used over 40 years, and always affords 
relief and always gives satisfaction. 
For Piles — External or Internal, Blind 

or Bleeding ; Fistula in Ano ; Itching or 
Bleeding of the Rectum, The relief is 
immediate— the cure certain. 

WITCH HAZEL OIL 
For Burns, Scalds and Ulceration and 

Contraction from Burns, The relief is instant 
—the healing wonderful and unequaled. 
For Boils, Hot Tumors, Ulcers, Fistulas, 

Old Sores, Itching Eruptions, Chafing or 
Scaid Head. It is Infallible. 
For Inflamed or Caked Breasts and Sore 

Nipples, It is invaluable. 
Price, 50 Cents, Trial size, 25 Cents. 

Sold by Drug ists, or sent post-paid on receipt of price. 

MUMPHREYS® MED. €0., 111& 118 William St., NEW YORK. 

CURES PILES. 
J. THOMPSON, 

Practical Machinist. 

Special Machinery = Tools. 
Builder of the ““Gelden Gate’’ Concentrator. 

53 SMYTHE STREET, ST. JOHN, N. B. 

IL.ester & Co. 

Fruit ¥ Produce Commission Agents. 
Small Fruits a Specialty. Personal Attention. 

Prompt returns. Consignments Solicited. 

83 Prince Wm. 8t., St, John, N.B., Canada. 
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Science. Toronto and Victoria Universities, Ont. 

RESIDENT ASSISTANT MASTER: 
MRr.JAMES C. SIMPSON ,—Mathematics, German. 

Provincial Certificate, Province of Ont. Late of 
the Engineering Staff, Canadian Pacific R. R. 

! RESIDENT ASSISTANT MASTER : 
| MR. ROBERT SIMPSON,—English and Classics. 
| University of Toronto. 

COLLEGIATE SCHOOL, 

SCHOOL. 

—— STAFF: ~ 
GYMNASIUM ‘S

LS
T 

"0
 V
 P
o
p
u
n
o
 

FRENCH : 
CHARLESG. ABBOTT, Esq., B.A, Kings College. 
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By W. M. Thackeray. 
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can give. 
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They ure published 
ate volumes, with very handsome and artistic 
books which will he an ornament to the home. 

ent quality, Altogether 

We will send the ten"great nov- 
els above named, comprising the 

by the World's Greatest Authors,” also 
ROGRESS for one year, upon receipt of nly $2.50, which is an advance of but 50,cents 

over eur regular subscription price,so that you practically get this beautiful set of beoks 

for only 50 cents. Subscribers desiring to take advantage of this offer whose 

terms of subscription have not yet expired, by renewing now will receive the books at 

once, and their subscriptions will be extended one year from date of expiration. We 

will give the complete set of books free to any one sending us a club of two new early 
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