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VOL. V., NO. 209. ST. JOHN. N. B, SATURDAY. APRIL 30. 1892. 
MR. BARNES OF BOSTON. 
HE SECURES ANOTHER CONTRACT 

FOR FIRE HOSE. 

He Seems to be Tolerably Solid With the 
Chief Engineer and Safety Board—Other 
Concerns Which Are Not In It When Hose 

is Wanted for the City. 

The custom house was burned on the 
19th of March, and on the 25th of March 

Mr. Barnes of Boston was registered at 
the Dufferin. He always stays there, so 
that anyhody who wants to find him can do 
80. As a rule, however, he finds more 

than he is tound. “Barney,” he is called, 

is fond of St. John and its people, espe- 
cially of nse connected with the civic de- 
partment J) "le is quite intimate, with 
some of the leading officials, and he is one 
of the boys who ‘keeps his end up” in a 
crowd. 
Mr. Barnes of Boston has fire hose to 

sell, and very good hose it is said to be. 
F.! W. Wisdom 1s agent for it here, and so 
well is it liked that it is always successful 
in competing for a contract with the city. 
Tenders have been asked for a number 
of times since the union, but while a num- 

ber of houses have tendered, the only men 
who #*Smscooped contracts are Mr Wisdom 
and V. "H. Thorne & Co. 
is generally divided between them. Both 
Mr. Wisdom and Mr. Thorne are good 
fellows, and both are staunch conserva- 

tives who hustle for the old flag every 
time. The disposition in the past appears 
to have been to give Mr. Wisdom the 
lion's share, but Mr. Thorne, by vigorous 
protest, has succeeded in establishing his 
right to have some consideration. He gets 
it, but there the line is drawn and no others 
need apply. 
The historical connection between the 

burning of the custom house and the visit 
of Mr. Barnes of Boston is seen in the 
fact that 1,000 feet of new hose were re- 

quired to replace that destroyed. Mr. 
Barnes of Boston was early on the scene, 

for tenders were not asked for until 
some time in April. Just what time this 
was is not very clear. The advertisement 
was by handbills only, and while these 
were dated the 1st of April it was not until 
the 11th that some who wished to tender 
srw one of them. The time fixed for re- 
ceiving tenders was Monday, the 18th. 
The bill cailed for 700 feet of best rubber 
lined cotton fabric and 300 feet of best rub- 
ber hose. No intimation was given that 
samples wers to be submitted. 

Several tenders were put in. Among 
others, Mr. Wisdom offered the jacket hose 
of Mr. Barnes ot Boston at 89 cents a foot ; 

W. H. Thorne & Co. offered some hose at 
90 cents; T MeAvity & Sons named 75 
cents and H. Percy Chestnut 8215 cents. 

Messrs. Thorne and Wisdom each offer- 
ed rubber hose at $1.10 a foot, while Mc- 
Avity tendered at 925 cents. 
The hose was required to stand a pres- 

sure of 400 pounds to the square inch. 
This was guaranteed of the samples submit- 
ted. The guarantee of T. McAvity & Sons 
ought to be as good as that of the other 
concerns, but apparently the safety depart- 
ment did not consider it so as will be shown 
a litle later. 
When the safety board met to consider 

the tenders, Thorne & Co's representative, 
Mr. Ogle, was on hand}and anxious to 
attend the meeting. He was obliged to 
content himself by staying outside the 
door, but Thorne & Co. were all right, as 

the sequel showed. | 

Some of the members of the board of 
safety claim to know a good deal about 
hose in general and fire hose in particular. 
Chief Engineer Kerr is an expert, of 
course, and he was called in for his 
opinion. He is said to have made the 
assertion that it stood to reason that rub- 
ber hos, for which the sellers wanted 

£1.10 a foot was better than that for which 

921; cents was asked. By the same process 

of reasoning, jacket hose at 89 and 90 cents 

was considered superior to that offered at 
75 and 8214 cents. This reasoning was in 
the face of a guarantee from the oldest 
hardware firm in St. John, that the 
cheaper hose would be fully up to the re- 
quirements of the department. - 

Though no samples were'{asked for, 
$0 2 re sent. Mr. Chestnut did not 
send “vy, but named the ‘‘Mogal” brand 

of double jacket hose, made by the Revere 
rubber company, of Boston. He supposed 
that the reputation of that concern was 
sufficiently well known to everybody who 
knew anything about fire hose. When 

Brandram’s white lead is specified in a 
contract, a sample keg is never sent. 

Everybody knows just what it is like. And 
so it is with the ‘“ Mogal ” hose offered to 
the city of St. John at 82'5 cents, buu 
passed over in favor of the hose offered by 
Wisdom and Thorne at 8) and 90 cents. 
While Messrs Wisdom and Thorne are 

staunch conservatives, McAvity and Chest- 
nut have the bad luck to be grits. The 

safety board has a conservative majority, 
and the vote was somewhat of a party 
one. The grits were in the minority, 

and the conservative tenderers got the 
contracts. Mr.) Wisdom got that for 

500 feet of jacket hose at 89 cents. 

The patronage’ 

Thorne & Co. got the contract for the 
other 500 teet, 300 of which was of rubber 

hose at $1.10 and the other 200 of jacket 
hose at 90 cents. 
The ground taken by some members of 

the board was that the city had used the 
hose of Mr. Barnes of Boston and knew 
what it was like. Some of the others as- 
serted that the jacket hose submitted by 
McAvitys had a filling of old boot material 
and other refuse. When Procress asked 
to see some of the samples, Director 

Wisely took a knife and cut off a piece of 
this alleged shoddy sample. He failed to 
reveal anything that bore out the old boot 
theory. On the contrary, the material 
seemed all that could be asked. 
The amount involved is not large. A 

difference of 1715 cents on 300 feet comes 
to only $42.50. The jacket hose costs 
only 872 more than it would under Mec- 
Avity's tender, while if Mr. Chestnut's 

tender of 82! cents had been accepted the 
difference would have been even less. 
A hundred dollars or so in a contract 

does not amount to much—unless the same 
principle is carried out every time. Then 
it does. 

The board is never bound to accept the 
lowest or any tender, of course, but it 
seems to be a foregone conclusion that Mr. 
Barnes of Boston, for one, will always get 
there. The fact that his hose has given 
satisfaction in the past seems to be the 
board’s argument that he should always be 
favored, whether the figure be high or low. 
A few cents more on a foot might have 
been tucked on by him this time as well as 
not. The central idea seems to have been 
to buy the hose of Mr. Barnes of Boston. 
Thorne & Co. were given 200 feet of jacket, 

it is true, but that may have been to even 
things up a little and prevent too much of 
a kick. 

It is all right, probably. Barney is a 
good fellow and sells good hose. It would 
save time and trouble if it were understood 
in advance that he should get the contracts. 
Then there would be no need of advertis- 
ing. The board has really wasted money 
by baving handbills printed. There was 
no use for them. They wer: appropriate- 
ly dated on April Fool's day, though they 
did not become visible to the public until 
at least ten days later. It is a pretty good 
joke and ought to make everybody laugh, 
including Mr. Barnes of Boston. 

AMATEURS IN BURNT CORK. 

The ‘‘ Snowflakes” Give a Good Show at 
the Institute. 

The Snowflakes had the Institute stage 
Tharsday evening and gave a performance 

which, for amateurs, contained many good 

features. In the circle Joe Rainnie was, 
perhaps, the best of the end men, but all 

the boys had an utter disregard for prom- 
inent people and handled their names as 
lightly as they would a tambourine. Their 
regard for the West end representatives was 
illustrated when Tambo asked the inter- 
locutor which he would rather be 
a horse or a jackass. Of course 
the interlocutor would rather be a horse, 

but the end man would not. Why ? Well, 
because if he was a horse he would prob- 
ably be harnessed into a cart and beaten 
until the secretary of the S. P. C. A. came 
along, but if he were a jackass, why, he 
could get elected as an alderman for Car- 
leton! 

Some of the jokes were bright and origi- 
nal, and the end men in their songs and 
final did some very good minstrel by-play. 

Then there was clogging dance of a high 
order by Mr. Matthews ; and an Irish spec- 
ialty of a nature that was hardly in keeping 
with the rest of the show. ‘The Virgini- 
ans” were good and there was nothing 
amateur about them. One of the 

most amusing and at the same time 

artistic features of the performance 
was the colored Carmencita. He was more 
modest than such dancers usually are, and 
gracetulness itself. The farce was as good 
as the average, except that it was not 
long enough to make the audience weary. 
The Snowflakes are all young men, 

and this was their second performance. 
They possess some good material, and 
when more experience has been acquired 
and some new local ideas worked out, 

they will be able to fill the Opera house. 

A Grand Lodge on Wheels. 

There seems to be some talk among the 
members of the masonic body over the re- 
cent vote in regard to the annual commun- 
ication of the grand lodge. Heretofore 
the meetings have been held in St. John, 
where there is an abuncance ot hall room, 

but in future the place of meeting may be 
fixed for each year by vote. Apart from 

the question of whether it is consistent with 
the dignity of the ancient craft for the grand 
lodge to be going around on wheels, the 
serious disadvantage is claimed to be that 
the lodge rooms outside of St. John are 
all too small to accommodate a large 
gathering without great discomfort, and 
especially in the hot month of August. 
The objection seems to have the more force 
wlien it is remembered that the number of 
representatives to grand lodge is increas- 
ing every year in considerably larger pro- 
portions than even the general membership 
of the craft. 

NOT A SUSPICIOUS MAN. 
SQUIRE PETERS DID NOT THINK 

FOLKS WERE SO BAD. 

He Had a Theory That the Belyea Fire 
Was an Accident—Owners of Houses Are 

Feeling Easier—The Prisoners and Their 
Jailor Enjoy Themselves. 

That shining ornament to the magistracy 
of New Brunswick, and of Kings county in 
particular, Justice Thomas A. Peters, does 

not seem to be a born detective. Perhaps 
it is because he is too innocent and un- 
sophisticated in the ways of this wicked 
world. Possibly he thinks everybody is as 
honest as he is himself. There are such 
men in the world, but when they are jus- 
tices of the peace they are apt to have 
their innocent natures imposed upon. If 
it had been left to Justice Peters to find out 
the facts about the burning of the Belyea 
building it is quite certain there would 
have been ne investigation. After the fire, 
his sense of duty as a stipendiary magis- 
trate impelled him to look into the matter 
and set the public mind at rest by his 
decision. According to the evidence of 
Mrs. Annie Snow, given at the examinat- 
ion of Fenwick, Elder and Boyce, last 
Saturday, she saw a man throw a torch in- 
to the corner of the building and the fire 
immediately blazed up in that place. After 
the fire, she continued, Justice Peters cal- 
led on her to ask her what she had seen, 
with a view of holding an investigation. 
‘After hearing what I had to say,” she 
continued, *‘ he said he did not see much 

in that.” 

This was his view of the case. He could 

not believe that any of his neighbors were 
bad enough to do such a wicked thing. 
After hearing what Mrs. Shaw had to say 
he appears to have come to the conclusion 
that the fire was merely a regrettable acc:- 
dent. He adopted the theory that the 
water soaked affair, put up with green lum- 
ber in December, took fire from sparks 
from a passing engine. Whether he con- 
cluded that a can of kerosene fell off the 
engine at the same time is not stated, but 
that kerosene was thrown around before 
the fire was started has been proven 
beyond a doubt. Those who know 
Justice Peters will agree that in this 
instance he seems to have been the most 
unsuspicious man in the broad county of 
Kings. 

Until the evidence has been heard in 
full, ProGrESs does not propose to deal 
with it to the prejudice of the men on trial. 
So far, it has been proven most clearly 
that the place was burned, and it remains 
to be seen to what extent the prisoners, 
and some who are not yet prisoners, are 
responsible for the act. The story so far 
reads like a tale from some lawless western 
settlement. 
Nor does this seem the less so when 

residents of the village now assert that 
they have heretofore been afraid to open 
their mouths, lest the ruling gang should 
burn their property or do them some other 
damage. They have been terrorized, and 
it is only now when the machinery of 
justice has been put in motion, that they 
begin to breathe easier. 
The prisoners, who had been in charge 

of Constable McLeod, were lodged in jail 
on Saturday night. If it be true that after 
their arrival a sort of a reception in their 
honor was held in the jailer’s apartments, 
they cannot complain of being treated 
with undue severity. Mr. James Sproule, 
the jailer, is as kind hearted as Justice 
Peters is unsuspicious, but it is pretty 
certain he will take every precaution to 
prevent the escape of any of the prisoners. 
He eannot afford to do otherwise as people 
are looking at things just now. 
The examination this week is held too 

late for ProGrEss to learn how far the 
prosecution is succeeding in getting at the 
facts of the case. It is generally under- 
stood that there is plenty of evidence to 
come, ard that the interest in the trial is 
not Iikely to flag. 

In the meantime Mr. Belyea is not 
worrying himself over the fact that he has 
to appear in an alleged forgery case next 
week. He is letting the other side do all 
the worrying. 

One Way of Getting Married. 

One of the marriages that the daily 

papers did not announce this week, was 
of more than ordinary interest to a 

number of people in the North end. The 
bridegroom left his boarding house after 
supper, announcing his intention of going 

to a party, and borrowing another board- 
er's necktie for the occasion. He has not 
been seen at his boarding house since, and 
several months back board remains unpaid. 
He got married that evening, borrowed 
some money from his best man—giving 
him an order for back pay—and took the 
boat Thursday morning for Boston. 

Send the Names at Once. 

Names of persons removing from one 
house to another should be sent in at 
once in order that they may appear in the 
list to be published next Saturday. The 
late street and number as well as the 
former one should be given in every in- 
stance. All the names should be in by 
Tuesday next, at the latest. It is desir- 
able to have them as soon as possible. 

THEY TAKE IT VERY EASY. 

How Justices Charge Costs and Deal with 
the Fines Collected, 

One of the ways in which business is 
done in the municipality was shown at the 
council meeting last Tuesday. Wm. In- 
gram, of St. Martins, sent in a petition 
stating that in 1886 he applied for and was 
granted a liquor license. Some delay oc- 
curred in the issue of the license, and be- 
fore Ingram received it he was brought be- 
fore Justice Skillen and fined $50 and 
costs. Ie now asks that the money be re. 
funded to him, as he had done all that he 
could to comply with the law, and it was 
not through his fault that he was without a 
license. 
The matter was referred to the finance 

committee, but if that body reports in 
favor of the petition the muncipality will 
be considerably out of pocket when the 
amount of the fine is returned. The fine 
itself was 850, and $25 costs were added 
by Justice Skillen, making a total of $75. 

In 1888, Justice Skillen sent in his returns 
for the two preceding years and opposite 
the Ingram entry was the item crediting 
the fine as paid in February of 
the latter year. Then came ‘Paid 
costs $35; 815 remitted to the county 
treasurer. The municipality thus got not 
quite a third of the amount of the fine, to 
say nothing of the extra costs. A resolut- 
ion was passed in regard to their returns 
as well as respecting some made by Justice 
Olive, of Lancaster. The returns were 
pronounced ‘‘not satisfactory,” for several 
specified reasons. “As to Justice Skillen’s 
return, this council cannot acquiesce in 
his retaining moneys for costs and fees 
charged and paid by him, not only with- 
out the authority, but against the 
express direction of the council.” 
It was resolved that a copy of the 
resolution be forwarded to the provinc- 
ial secretary for the information of the 
governor-in-council. That seems to have 
ended the matter, and apparently it was 
forgotten by everybody until it came to 

the front through Ingram’s petition this 
week. 

According to the report of the muni- 
cipality for last year, only two magis- 
trates made any returns. The justice's 
courts seem to have a free-and-easy way 
of doing things nowadays. 

The Death of a Bright Young Girl. 

Nettie May, the seventeen-year old 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Rennick, 
died at her father’s home, Brinley street, 
Wednesday. Only those who knew the 
girl realize what a loss her parents have 
sustained. Although both father and 

~mother were deaf mutes, Nettie possessed 
all her faculties, and was the bright star 

of the family. At any early age she could 
communicate with her parents on her 
fingers, and as she grew older she became 
an expert. When Mr. or Mrs. Rennick 
went shopping, Nettie went, too, and 
many a salesman has been surprised to see 
this bright little girl working her fingers so 
quickly that she could communicate to her 
parents all that was said almost as fast as 
it could be spoken. At church, too, and 

at lectures Nettie performed the same for 
her parents. Seated between them she 
would repeat on her fingers all the speaker 
had said, and by this means Mr. and Mrs. 

Rennick were enabled to enjoy the same 
privileges as their more fortunate fellow- 
beings. Nettie was also a little business 
woman, and was the financier of the family. 
She was looked up to by all, and nothing 

was thought too great for her accomplish- 
ment. The funeral took place yesterday. 

A Parallel Case. 

There is a well authenticated case of an 
absent minded family who lived next door 

to a grocer and yet walked halt a mile to 

order anything they wanted in that line, 
until they discovered one day what they 
were doing. This does not apply to all 
the North end people, and the Blue Cloth- 
ing store, but there are some who pass and 
repass it without really recognizing the 
fact that a good clothing store with a fine 
stock is right at their doors—so to speak. 

Mr. Youngclaus can give as good bargains 

at the Blue store as he can on Charlotte 
street, and he does it every day. The 
right goods are there at right prices. 

Amounts Not So Large. 

Mr. George Gerow is authority for the 
statement that the landlady referred to in 

Progress last week realized but £800 

from her furniture sale, £500 of which she 

had sent to a relative in part payment of a 
debt. The remainder was used for per- 
sonal and other small expenses, while she 
arranged with him to sell some securities 
for what they would bring, and pay her 
creditors pro rata. 

On the Look Out, 

A package ot photographs and proofs of 

engravings was mailed in St. John to 
Procress Braxcu Orrice a few days ago, 
but some vigilant (?) clerk sent it to the 
appraisers office,from whence in due course 
of time a notice was received to call and 
open the parcel for inspection, which was 
unnecessary it is needless to state. How 
many parcels share the fate of this one and 
are unnecessarily delayed for days Saag 
the stupidity or carelessness of some clerk? 

Board of Works May 9y 
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TWO INCIDENTS TALKED ABOUT IN Not Be Appointed. 

DIFFERENT CIRCLES. Chief Engineer Kerr has been having a 
A Chuteh Shoaates sad Se Siaissses shins little picnic of late with some of the alder- 

At a Wedding—Two Well-Known Char- | men in regard to the appointment of a 
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od over some of the fies points of the understood that Chief : Kerr has not 

trac “sh ream ” bose wo ge been satisfied with him, and thinks that 
and fists at the same time. Both men too : omebody else should be appointed. 
the floor, and had a very warm and excit- § dhe msutise & os» oi Ty 
ing round without drawing any blood. But h b he chief b ¢ 

the amount of wind wasted was appalling. ts SO DIR WE Sa og 
The t 1d 4 ore signed by seventeen members of the council, 

- . - rr ys a is wong enough Be | requesting that Wilkins be appointed. In 
wh op y hr oN ih th addition to this the statement has been made 

) . 4 % rr—_— Sr a 7 WTC | that the North End firemen will resign in a 

wmsodlid -t og wo gg ry phan ory ahi body it he is not. The result of these intima- 

r— nd poo rn , and § 2 So tions has not been to make the chief declare 

minnie the hall was oretts well filled with, | i? favor of Mr. Wilkins. While the latter's 
remy bow a hp A : re friends may not have hurt his chances, it is 

; Seconds were chosen,and the men went at ert fate yo. Pp. a 
it again. Each tried PE 8 i etbinis. ui When the changes in the organization of 

7 : ’ the department were recommended, in 
they were not so successful as in the first P ) b EAN 

round, when each man winded himself SPOTS TRY PR Shs ay - 

The crowd gave them every encourage- ses pb aA 
ment, and “knock his block off.” and *rip allowed to serve on the force, who were 

She up the back,” came from all parts of under the age of 21 or over 55 years. 

: ” : : is has not vet become a bye-law, but 
the room. Although this advice was evi- Te 0p rd ha J gos 
dently intelligible to both of them, the must be“considered as having the force of 

. . a in th ointments to be made aft 
pugilists seemed incapable ot following it it oh ps hei P — 
with any degree of success, and blood ab- . re Fh h 

lutely refused to appear Under the new organization, there are 

sb ou a ht obs ih ada JO be three district engineers. Of the old 
dent happened that ma ra ST 1A pas engineers, Jackson and Wilson leave the 

. : g : L » while Blake remains. Ex-Alderman 
lists believe that his antagonist was **cork- SI . . rasan, 
SP Shee The Botl of Us Dostiast sedad Blackadar is mentioned as one of the new 

sr: the toe should have — and of | ™°™ SANs Sess is to be remains 
a , That is the place that Mr. 

course the boot suffered considerably dur- vag oe FO 7 

ing the transformation. : 5 : te B15 
The fight wound up by both men falling ARDC SE Sagas bs 9100 « 

N 5 . When Mr. Blackad i 
into a tub filled with water, and they were too Rp - gerd arr + pe Akg psi cs 

wet to appear when time was called for the SESE MISS. 3. saliey of $00 
fifth ic a fireman. If he is made an engineer he 
Gregory is a heavy weight, but claims will have 50 per cent more salary than he 

that he was not in condition, as the fight ras a I Sy RONG 45 What 
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MUSIC AT THE WEDDING Boys in the Mayflower Business. 

, ig Every year during the month ot April a 
f+ og me = sr large business is done in Mayflowers. 

There was a little unpleasantness be- Everybody wants them. It is the most 

Soin S06. Semneist of Hie Oneel sqasre popular flower the provinces can boast of, 
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e groom 1 if this . 
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pearance, the minister was in the chair ap- a5 LH wy 

parently ready to see that things went on Who Takes the Stamps ? 
to his liking, and a few words were ex- For some reason or another there seems 

changed, which bid fair to make matters | to be a brisk demand for foreign postage 

unpleasant. stamps of late, and the people who get 

The bridegroom arrived, however, and | letters from abroad are beseiged with re- 

settled the matter, by announcing that the | quests for the envelopes. Sombody in the 

organist he had engaged should play and if | St. John post office seems to have the col- 

the choir refused to sing that part of the | lecting mania pretty bad also, though by 
service could be dispensed with. Happily | what authority he removes stamps from 

the matter was arranged satisfactorily and | letters before they are delivered to their 
the ceremony was gone through without a paddress remains to be explained. The 

hitch. stamp is a part of the parcel to which the 
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X A Oomusiiion RORes 8. FNS. ; may not be of any value to him, but no 
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