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GIVE THE BOYS TOOLS. 
THE HALIFAX SCHOOL BOARD AND 

MANUAL TRAINING, 

What Well Known Educationists Think 

About It—The Results in Some Places 

The Effect on the Rising Generation of 

Halifax. 

The following paragraphs are taken 

from an essay entitled ‘De Juventute,” by 

President Daniel C. Gilman, of the John 

Hopkins university, in the February Cos- 

mopolitan : 

Neither precocity or dulness is any cer- 
tain index of the future of a boy. Only a 

wise man can tell the difterence between 

the priggishness of conceit and the display 

of musical talent, and it takes a super- 

latively wise man to devise right methods 
for exciting temperaments that are dull, or 
on the other hand to guide a genius. Give 
the boys plenty of open air, and when they 

cannot have this encourage within doors 

exercise in hand- 
icraft, the use of 
tools, knowledge 

Here is an extract from a Boston school 
report :— 

It is thought that the tendency of the 
| schools is to give the pupils a distaste for 
| manual occupation ; that they are too much 
stimulated in their school studies by fal- 
lacious hopes of obtaining a livelihood in 

| 

| 
| 
| 

occupations which do not require manual 
ls bour. 

Also the St. Louis one from man- 
ual traimng school. the finest institu- 

| ution of the kind in America. It proposes, 
« ** by lengthening the usual school day a 
{ full hour, and by abridging somewhat the 
number of daily recitations, to find time for 
drawing and tool work, and thus secure a 
more liberal intellectual and physical de- 
velopment. A more s ymmetrical «ducat- 

| 
| 
| » 
| on. 

| 

the school in this city, a short article on 

which, by Prof. Lee Russel, B. Sc. 
graduate of the Polytechnic 
Worcester, Mass., appeared in the Febru- 
ary number ot the Educational Review. 

And now a word as to the workings of | 

Institute, | 

PROGRESS, SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 1892. 
Halifax school, where, the most proficient 
workmen arc country lads. Mr. Russel 

| has about 100 boys in traming who go to 
him in classes of 18 each for two hours 
each week. Those from the academy have 

| only one session at any time, and conse- 
quently have their afternoons free. When 
it is remembered that attendance at the 
manus! training school is purely voluntary, 
that Halifax boys have inclination and 

, opportubity in common with those of other 
free for the usual out-door games and 
| amusements, it is certainly encouraging to 
| find that the classes do not fall off, but 
| that from two to four the room is full of 
| busy. earnest workers. 

| 

| 

| 

| 

If this scheme accomplished nothing 
more than to keep boys ofl the street for 

| that length of time it would be worthy of 
consideration. 
The benches used are of an improved 

sort, but can now be made here for about 
| halt the cost of the imported ones. Rough- 
{ ly speaking a school of the capacity of the 
Lone in this city could be supplied with 
| benches, tools. and a stock of material for 

of the book of 
sports, not to the 
exclusionof other 
studies, but as 
collateral securi- 
ty that the mind 

and the body 

shall be simul- 
taneously deve l- 

oped. 

Writing on the 

same subject, Sir 

John Lubbock 

says, in sub- 

stance: 

At present, 
schools to too 

great an extent 

fit us for the uni- 
versity rather 
than for the 
world. We need 
not fear over- 
education,but we 
do suffer from 
misdirected edu- 

cation. Manual 
work for boys, 
in the opinion of 
Sir P. Magnus, 
deserves as much 

recognition and 
assistance from 

the state as 
needlework for 

girls. The intro- 
duction of man- 
ual work into our 
schools isimport- 
ant, not merely 
from the training 
of the hand as an 
instrument, but 

also from its ef- 
fect on the mind 
itself. The ab- 
sence of such 
one of the great 
defects of our 

present system. 

Boys who are re- 
quired to sit for 

hours at a desk, 
without muscular 
exercise, lose the 
love and habit of 
work. Hence, to some extent our school sys- | 
tem really tends to unfit boys for the occupa- | 
tions of after lite, instead of training the | 
hand and eye to work together: far from 
invigorating the child, it tends to tear his 
association from all industrial occu- 
pations, which, on the other hand, revenge 
themselves when their turn comes by finally 
distracting the man from all the associat- 
ions of and interests of school life. The 
principle of manual instruction has been 
elaborately worked out in Sweden. The 
object has been to give the hand not so 
much a special as a general aptitude, suit- 
ed to the varied circumstances of practical 
lite, and calculated to develop a healthy 
love of labour, to exercise the facul- 
ties of attention, perception, and intention. 
The object sought is not to make a work- 
man, but to tran up a man; not to train 

for a particular occupation, but to obtain a 
general development. 

Since 188) Supervisor McKay (from whose 

1s 

report the above abstract is taken) had 

been bringing these and similar ideas 
before the board of school commissioners 

for Halifax, and in 1891 those gentlemen 

caused these ideas to materialize in the 

form of a manual training department for 
boys, which was opened at the Alexandra 
school in September last. 

All honor to the Halifax school board, 

the pioneers—as far at least as Canada is 

concerned —in this movement. In school 

matters, boards are rather inclined to be 

conservative, especially if an innovation 

touches the pockets. In this case, how- 

ever, the expense cannot be raised as an 

objection, as will be shown later. Indeed, 

no objection has been found which can 

weigh for a moment against the over- 

whelming arguments on the other side. 

For the benefit of those not tamiliar with 

the subject, or indifferent to it, the fol- 

lowing concise remarks by Supervisor Mc- 

Kay, a recognized authority on educational 

matters, are appended : 

One great object of the manual training 

school 1s to foster a higher appreciation of 
the value and dignitv of intelligent labor, 

and the worth and respectability of labor- 

ing men. i 
A very large majority of all pupils now 

attending our schools are destined to earn 
the greater part of their livelihood by some 
torm of manual labor. If a taste for man- 
ual labor and habits of active industry are 
not formed betore the age of about 15 they 
are seldom formed thereafter. Skilled 
manual training possesses an educational 
value equal to any ot the ordinary school 
studies. The hand is educated by the mind 
and the mind by the hand. 
The school advantages of the city boy 

are superior to those of the country boy, 
but the latter has his school education sup- 
plemented by an industrial education which 
makes him generally the superior of his 
city cousin. 

There is too much tendency to crowd 
into the learned professions, and an affect- 

ALEXANDRA SCHOOIL. 

Since that was written the accommoda- 
tion has been further increased, and now 
eighteen benches are used where they be- 
gan with six. Mr. Russell combines in his 
method the best features of both the Rus- 
sian and Swedish systems. The latter. 
Slojd (sloud). begins with the knite, and a 
series of some six or eight articles is made 
almost exclusively with that instrument. 
So many adaptations of Slojd are used that 
the system in its purity is hard to find out- 
side of Sweden. 
The original knife is a cross between a 

case or table knite and a razor in shape, 
with a thick handle that fills up the hand 
comfortably. Mr. Russell does not intro- 
duce this until the boys have become fairly 
proficient in the use of the ordinary 
carpentering tools, and almost the first use 
to which it is put is to bevel the 
edges of a bracket, made of perhaps 3; inch 
stuff—about the third article they make. 
A great deal of attention is given to me- 
chanical drawing. The boys are shown an 
article to be made. They make a working | 
drawing from drafts, and if drawing was 
taught in our schocls as it is intended and | 
expected to be taught this ought not to be | 
a difficult thing to do. With this working 
drawing before them the article is made, | 

be it a box, a cross, a picture frame. or | 
what not. The boys are encouraged to 
make simple articles that they want for 
themselves, so long as they embrace the 
principles of construction being taught at 
the time. 

One lad wished to make a book shelf. 
With Mr. Russell's help he made a sketch 
of his idea, then set to work at his working 
plan. By this time, no doubt, the book- 
shelf adorns the wall of his room, a source 
of just pride and satisfaction to himself and 
his family, and an incentive to a more am- 
bitious effort next time. Needless to say, 
everything must be done in the most 
thorough and finished manner, so an art- 
icle made under Mr. Russell's super- 
vision is sure to be the best of its kind. 

This work cannot fail to find its way into 
the homes and carry with it a refining in- 
fluence. Take for instance the houses of | 
the poor where broken articles of furniture, 
rickety doors, noisy, rattling windows, and 
other disheatening things are borne with 
because of the inability to have them 
remedied. How a boy fresh from the in- 
fluence of the workshop will love to repair 
these things for his mother! Working by 
rule and measure has an effect on the 
moral side of a big boy's nature, and in- 
duces to habits of neatness and order. 
The woods used are chiefly white-wood, 

bass-wood, ash and cherry, and also pine. 

These can be worked easily and are not 
difficult to g«t. 
Two boys each week take their turn at 

the grindstone, and thus learn that im- 
portant part ot a mechanic's work, proper 
care of tools. To quote from Mr. 
Russell's article :—**The manual dexterity 
required properly to sharpen an edge tool 
can be appreciated only by one who has 
struggled to acquire the art. A boy who 
has spent a couple of hours at such work 
has, beside the skill, a respect for a keen 
edge, not to be ground in any other way.” 

. schools. 

about £350.00; a further yearly outlay of 
say £50 00 for the material would keep it 
running. 

Manufacturers are already on the look- 
out for the boys from these manual training 

It is claimed that a boy who has 
had this training can master in two years 
any trade that would otherwise need tour. 

May this year see established in Char- 
lottetown, Truro. Amherst, New Glasgow, 
Moncton, St. John, Fredericton, Chatham 
and other towns such schools as that de- 
scribed above. Why should they not be, 
can any one give a good reason? F. 

THE RICH AND THE POOR. 

is Worked Fit Them 

Both. 

A few months ago a poor girl was in the 
pains of childbirth. A week later a parcel 
was found on Barnes Common. It con- 
tained the dead body of a child with a 
piece of tape tied round its neck. Whether 
the child ever had any separate existence 
of its own or not was a matter of conjectu- 
ral opinion only. So also was the question 
whether the girl had deliberately taken the 
child's lite or had done she knew not what 
in the hour of her agony. The one thing 
that was demonstrably certain was that if 
the child ever had any separate life at all 
that lite was put an end to with the mercy 
of instant violence. A few more months 
passed, and the time came, as Mr. Hardy 
puts it, for *‘the woman to pay.” The girl 
was in the dock, and was sentenced to be 
hung by the neck till she was dead. This 
sentence was afterwards commuted, 
and Fanny Gane is now under 
sentence of penal servitude for life. 
About the same time a lady. well edu 
cated and well-to-do, acting under no 
pressure of pain and no stress of shame, sat 
down to a comfortable luncheon, and, hav- 
ing disposed of it at leisure, went upstairs 
to her caild, a little thing not quite three 
years old. The child bad been locked up 
all the morning in a cupboard room, with 
no food, no light, and very little air. The 
mother decided to increase the punish- 
ment : the original offence was ‘‘loitering 
in dressing,” She pinioned the child's 
arms behind 1ts back with a stocking as 
fast as she could, and hung the poor little 
mite to a ring five feet above its head. 
Some honrs passed ; and in the evening the 
body of the child was found on its mother’s 
bed, naked and dead. This was no 
isolated act; for the woman had 
several children, upon whom also she had 
perpetrated other barbarities. The day 
of reckoning came on Monday ; and, where- 
as for the painless death of her child Fanny 
Gane was visited with penal servitude for 
lite, Mrs. Montagu, for her cold-blooded 
and long-drawn-out cruelty, was sentenced 
to one year's imprisonment. We suppose 
it is all right in the eye of the law; just 
as were those freaks of justice in some 
notorious offences against property which 
we set out the other day. But we shall be 
surprised if the disproportion between the 
offences and the punishment in the cases 
which we have just described does not revolt 
the moral sense of the commumty.— Pall 

How the Law to 

fr. McKay's remark concerning town 
ation of contempt for honest manual labor.” vs. country boys is fully borne out in the Mall Budget. 

House Cleaners Want 

Crystal Ammonia;Pearline,Lessive Phenix, 
Borax, Ammonia Soap, Brooms, Brushes, 
Pails, Tubs, Elastic Starch, Cream Starch, 
Celluloid Starch,and Coleman's No. 1, and 
a lot of other things to be found at 32 
ny street, from J. S. Armstrong & 
ro. 

CONDENSED ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Announcements under this heading not os per | 
five lines (about 35 words) cost 26 cents each 
insertion. Five cents extra for every additional 
line. 

SHOW CASE NICKEL PLATED, best, 
g cheapest, all sizes, New 

York manufacture. No Live dealer can aflford to 
be without one. Sole Agents, LESTER & Co. 
General Commission Merchants, 83 Prince Wm. 
William Street. apl. 23, 3i 

BUSY ME WHO have no time to look after 
their advertisments and make 

them attractive and readable, can have this work 
done in a way that will pay them. Printed samples 
furnished onapplication. Address “WRITER,” 
21, St.John. 

0X 

STAMP BOUGHT AND SOLD. Approval 
sheets at 33}; per cent commission. 

Rare Stamps at low values. Send for sample sheets. 
Union Stamp Co., Sackville, N. B. apr 23 2i* 

FRONT ROOMS THREE LA
RGE front 

+ rooms in the most cen- 
tral part of the city To Let with board. Two of these 
are furnished, one unfurnished. May be had May 
1st. For particulars apply at 76 Sydney street. 

00DS: “oRsTED COATINGS 
J and Suitings, Scotch and 

English Tweeds, Light Overcoatings, Plain, Checked 
and Striped Trouserings. Prices—3Suits from $14.00; 
Pants from £4.00; Overcoats from $13.00. A. 
GiLMOUR, Tailor. 

SMA L TOWNS LIKE BOUCTOUCHE, 
Hopewell, Salisbury, 

Norton, Marysville, Chipman, Rarvey, Vanceboro, 
Upper Woodstock, Presque Isle, Caribou, Fort Fair- 
field, Wey mouth and scores ot other places should 
each have a boy willing to make money. He can 
do it easily by selling Progress. Splendid profit 
and little work. Address for information, Circula 
tion Department PRoaRESS St. John N. B. 

IN THIS COLUMN cost 25 cents 
FIVE LINE for one insertion—$1 for one 
month. If you have anything to sell that any person 
wants, you cannot do better than say so here. 

FRIENDS OF PROGRESS who know of bright 
honest boys who would not object to 

making some money for themselves, or keeping their 
parents, by two or three hours work every Saturday, 
in such towns and villages in the Maritime provinces 
where PROGRESS is not for sale at present, can learn 

of something to their advantage, by writing to 

Progress ‘“ Circulation Department,” St. John, 

E ONE IN NEED OF INFORMATION 
EV RY on the subject of advertising will do well 
to obtain a copy of “Book for Advertisers,” 368 
pages, price one dollar. Mailed, postage paid, on 
receipt of price. Contains a careful compilation 
from the American Newspaper Directory of all the 
best papers and class journals; yrives the circulation 

rating of everyone, and a good deal of information 

about rates and other matters pertaining to the 

| business of advertising.—Address RowgLL’s AD- 
VERTISING BUREAU, 10 Spruce street, N.Y. 

EVERY WEEK J
 ARE BRIGHT 

yoys in towns and villages 

where we have no agencies, sending to secure the 

right to sell PRoGRrEss. There are scores of small 

places where the people would be glad to take Proa- 
REss every week, if any boy could be found who 
would deliver it, and collect the money. There is 
enjoyment in it for them, and money for the boys. 

IF YOU WISH TO AD- 
ADVERTISING, VERTISE anything, any 
where, at anytime, write to Geo. I’. RoweLL & Co., 
No. 10 Spruce street, New York. 

FOR SALE HALLETT, DAVIS
 & CO. 

{| Square Piano, 7% octave; four 
round corners. Cost £600.00, only a short time in 

use; must be sold; price, £250.00.—C. FLooD & SONS, 
31 and 33 King street. aug 1. 

BOARDING, 4. FEY [JERMANENT or 
1 Transient Boarders can be ac- 

commodated with large and pleasant rooms, in that 
very centrally located house, 78 Sidney street.— 
Mgrs. McINNIS. May2. 

ENERGETI CANV ASSERS, men or women, 
wanted to work in this city or 

suburbs. A splendid chance for the right people to 
make money easily. For turther particulars address 
0. K., Drawer 21, St. John, N. B. Oct. 10-ef 

TheKEELEY INSTITUTE, 
NORTH CONWAY, N. 

A CURE FOR 
Drunkenness, Opium Habit and 

Nervous Prostration, 
This branch of the famous Institute at Dwight, I1l., 

continues the same practice by the same remedies 
and methods. An experienced physician from 
Dwight in attendance. House delightfully situated; 
quiet home; modern conveniences; Forest Glen 
Spring. Reached by mountain division of Maine 
Central R. R., 60 miles from Portland, Me. 
Price for treatment $25.00 per week ; Board $5.00 

to $8.00 per week. 
Communications confidential. Write for full par- 

ticulars to Manager KeeleyjInstitute, North 
Conway, N. H. 

Water 

Proofs 

Ferguson & Page 
Always carry a large stock and are continually re- 
ceiving New Goods in Watches, Jewelry, Solid 
Silver, Electro Plate, Clocks, Bronzes and all goods 
pertaining to the Jewelry Business. 

Call at 43 King Street. 

Easter Cards 

and Booklets 
——AT— 

J. & A. McMILLAN'S, 
Booksellers and Stationers, 

08% 100 Prince Wm. Street St.John N.B. 
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COOK STOVES and RANGES 
SPRING TRADE. 

We offer the following well known and reliable Stoves, viz: 

An unequalled variety at prices that cannot fail to please Inspection and 

THE CHARTER OAK, 
THE NEW HUB, 

THE MEDALLION, 
THE CL.uAX, 

THE PRIZE, 
THE PERFECTION, 

THE COAL ACORN, 
THE SILVER ACORN, 

THE ROYAL DIAMOND, 
THE STAR, 

THE WATERLOO, 
THE NIAGARA. 

comparison solicited. 

EMERSON & FISHER, 75 to 79 Prince Wim. Street. 

For 

ENGILISH CUTLERY. 
JE 

BSNS 

Hotel an 

— 

d Family use, Fine Electro Pl able Ware, 

—~———e 

ated T 

T. McAVITY & SONS, - St. John, N. B. 

cut. 

For Boys from 7 to 12 Years. 

Boy's Junior, 24 in. Wheels, Cone Bearing, like 
Rubber tires solid, Price $30; Rubber tires, 

cushion, Price $35. 
Lightening, Diamond Frame, 24 in. Wheels, Ball 

Bearing, Rubber Cushion tires, Price $50. 

Singer Safeties 
complete Calalogue. 

BICYCLEStorBOYS 
For Boys and Girls from 12 to 18 Years. 

Rob Roy, No. 1, like cut. Ball Bearing 26 in. 
Wheels, Solid tires, £60; 26 iu. Wheels, Cushion 
tires, £70; 28 in. Wheels, Cushion tires, §85. 

still lead, with Singer wired cushion or Pneu- 
matic tires 

Girls’ Tricycles tor £10.00 to $27,00. 

C. E. Burnham & Son, 
83 and 85 CHARLOTTE STREET, ST. JOHN, N. B. 

See our Stock or send for 
Boys’ Velocepedes. 

SUMME 

12,000 COPIES 
Transportatian Companies to Advertise. 

Advertise In 
R. E. ARMSTRONG, 

Publisher, 

St. Andrews, N.B. 
R RESORT. 

CIRCULATES WIDELY. 
CLEANLY PRINTED. 
CLOSELY READ. (? 

me BH A CON 
of “BEACON” distributed during the next three months among best class of 
Summer Travellers in Canada and U. S. Great chance for Hotel Men and 

ral. Chg Sl 
At the Blue Store, cor. Mill and Main 

Streets, North End, best stock of Ready- 

Made Clothing in the City at the lowest 

prices. 

and Custom Clothing 

Also a first-class stock of Ready-Made 

at the City Market 

Clothing Hall, 51 Charlotte Street. 

T. YOUNGCLADS, Proprietor. 

ASK YOUR GCROCER FOR 
The Celebrated 

CHOCOLAT 
Annual Sales Exceed 33 MILLION Lbs. 

For Samples sent Free write to C. ALFRED CHOUILLOU, MONTREAL. 


