PROGRESS, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 1892,

Toar!

/)

One Pearl of Great Price,

SERMON BY REV. F. I. CHAPELL, preached at Bridge-
port, Conn.

An English nobleman, in the time of
Queen Elizabeth laid a wager with the
Spanish Ambassador at court that he would
give a more costly dinner than could the

Ptaher. We can well suppose that either

4 Wle was loaded with the richest viands.
But the Englishman won by a cunning
device. He dissolved a pearl worth sixty
or seventy thousand dollars in a glass of
wine, and, during the dinner, drank it to
the health ot the Queen.

That one pearl of great price won the
wager. The idea was not original with
this man, for the ancients indulged in this
same extravagant folly. The Emperor
Caligula is said to have in like manner,
drank a pearl worth nearly torty thousand,
and that princess of voluptuaries, Queen
Cleopatra, in one of her feasts with Antony,

*reported to have quaffed a pearl worth
three hundred and fitty thousand dollars.
We are not to infer from these facts that
pearls are chiefly used for drinking pur-
poses, but rather that when one seeks for
something of rare value he may fix upon

the pearl—the peculiar but precious
pearl. A merchant man seeking
goodly pearls is in  pursuit of
some of the richest products that

earth affords. And if he finds one pearl
of so great a price that he is willing to
surrender all else for it, he has indeed
found something that we may be pardoned
for calling priceless. And this is the figure
used in the text to denote the excellence
and value of perfected humanity as seen in
the church. That, which another scripture
represents as a beautiful bride clothed in
white, or a glorious city whose streets are
gold, and whose gates are pearls, is here re-
presented as one of pearr of great price.
Chrfst is the merchant man seeking goodly
pearls, and as he scans the creation through,
man appears to hin the richest thing and
he sells all — gives up his heavenly glory
that he may be possessed of this treasure.
And when in the fulness of time he shall
gather together in one body the redeemed
trom the earth and make that body his
bride, pure, precious, chaste, beautiful,
strong ; he will have secured for himself
this one pearl of great price.

Let our subject, then, be, perfected hu-
manity or, the church of Christ illustrated
by the pearl.

1. And first—as to the place where it |

was fashioned. These pearls that shine in
the halls of wealth and culture, adorning
the noblest beauty of the land—whence
came they ? In what bright region or sun-
lit clime did they grow? They seem like
the product of the skies. Indeed some of
the ancients professed to believe the pretty
conceit that they originated in the dew
drops that fell into the ocean.
point of fact they have origin in the hidden
depths of the dark waters, within the rug-
ed, close embrace of the unsight-
v shell-fish. Far down below the light
and life of this air-filled and sun-lit region,
in the close, dense, dark reces<es of earth’s
under-world the pearl is formed. Far, far
away from the scenes of its final display is
it fashioned. And how like this is it with
the souls of men! Down deep in the dense
darkness of this sintul and sorrowing world
are the souls of saints fashioned. Far
enough away from the bright heaven for
which they are titting. Dark and dense is
the clime that bears them! Close and hard
is the embrace that holds them ; rough and
rugged the walls that enclose them. We
may not perhaps fully appreciate the
fact, since we have not known any better
mode of existence. But oh, who is there
that does not long and yearn for more
light and more freedom than we now
enjoy 7 We instinctively feel that there
must be some better place for us. And
there i1s. This world has, indeed, a sort
of beauty of its own, as the depths of the
sea have a sort of beauty of its own. But
as much superior as is this free, sun-lit
scene to the close dim depths of the ocean
so much better is the heavenly than the
earthly state There, there, in light we
shall shine ; but here, here in darkness we
are fashioned.

2., But in the second; the pearl illus-
trates Jperfected humanity as to the method
of 5 formation. How grows the pearl?
Easily, naturally, quickly ? Does it bloom
and ripen like flower or fruit, according
to the common courses of nature? Does
it insensibly gather like the dew drop that
trembles on the gossamer web? Does it
form in a single night like the frost spangle
that glistens in the morning sun? orin
any of the easy, ordinary, swilt ways of
nature does it come to the birth? No, by
none of these common methods. DBut
strangely, slowly, painfully, by one of the
mos: ‘yurious processes with which we are
acqu®nted, the pearl is formed in the hid-
den enclosure of the mollusk.

Wondertful, yea, supernatural, is the
process by which from such gross,grovelling
creatures as we are by nature. such splen-
did angelic beings as we shall be by grace,
are evoived. And how slow the process.
How microscopic the increments of holy
character and being! How little we seem
to change from day to day and from yearto
rear. But it is those minutely thin layers
in the formation of the pearl that give it its
peculiar wavy beauty. S)doubtless,God’s
slow methods make an excellence in us
that is peculiarly delightful to the gaze of
the heavenly eyes. And how painful the
process too. Iow sensibly we need to be
touched, yea, hurt, before we properly turn
our lives to anything higher than what the
world and nature afford! How the old
man must die that the new man may thrive!
And how sorely painful much ot the trans-
formation is! How many tears,how many
prayers, how many sighs, before we come
to be in the eyes of our Master, a pearl of
great price !

3. But, third, the pearl illustrates per-
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fected humanity as to the manner of its
recovery and revealment. The pearl,
however excellent it may be in itself has
no proper appreciation or appropriate [use
until it is revealed—until it is brought from
its hidden home up into the light and use
ot the world. Pearls in the sea shells or
scattered on the bottom of the ocean, are
of little avail. DBut those that know thzir
worth brave these inhospitable depths for
their recovery. It is a venturesome
plunge that the pearl diver makes when he
goes to search for these treasures of
the deep. See him as he sits on the
side of the rocking boat meditating the de-
scent. The world is all bright and inviting
about him. The air which he breathes is
his native element. Below him are the dim
depths, with the close, deathly weight of
waters, where no human being can long
survive. Why should he leave this region
for that? Ah! the pearls are there. And
so seizing the sinking-stone he attaches it
to his foot and plunges in. Down, down
into the oppressive depths he sinks and
gathers as many as possible of the pearl
shells ; and then, at a given signal, {:e is
raised to the free world above, and up he
comes into the light ot day with his pearly
treasures, which now for the first time re-
veal their true beauty in the light of a clear
world, and are gazed upon with intelligent
and appreciative eyes. They were pearls,
indeed, before, but now they are revealed
as such. And how this reminds us of the
descent of Christ from heaven into the
depths of this lower region and the dark-
ness and oppression of sin. How it re- |
minds us of his taking hold on humanity
and, not only turning it into his own like-
ness, but bringing it up into the realm
of the heavens. IHe did this first
in his own person; and in time he
will do it in the persons of all the saved.
Without this descent and ascent there is
no complete salvation. Not only is a
transformation of character necessary, but
also a transterence of abode, revealing
that character, in order that humanity may
appear as the pearl of great price. And
this can never be effected except through
the descent and ascent of the heavenly |
agencies. Even il one could make himself
ure he would not secure salvation thereby.

Vhoever saw a pearl relf-raised and |
selt-set—a pearl in proper place without |
other agencies than its own? We need not |
only to become pearls, but to appear as
pearls. Hence, the necessity for the future |
descent of Christ to take us up to our true |
place and reveal us in our true light. As |
John says, **Beloved, now are we the Sons |
ot God, but it doth not yet appear what |
we shall be. But we know that when he ;
?

shall appear we shall be like him, for we
shall see him as he is.” We not only re- |
ceive the witness of the Spirit that we are
the children of God, but we wait for our
manifestation as the Sons of God. lence
the cry, **Come Lord Jesus.” Descend
and lay hold on us with resurrection power
and let us be seen as the pearl of great |
price.

4. But tourth, the pearl illnstrates
perfected humanity as to its excellent tex-
ture and beauty. Once brought up to the
light of the surface world compared with
natural products here, and scanned by
intelligent and tasteful eyes, it is seen to
be among the chief of beauties. Its shape,
its color, its substance, its manner of
formation, all serve to make it a unique
excellence, a superior treasure. It 1is
smooth, so white, so chaste, so pure, that
it carries with it a sort of holy sentiment.
Then, too, the minutely thin layers, of which
it is formed, dispose their wavy edges in
such a manner as to make it exhibit all
the colors of the rainbow, as if, though
formed in the dark, it had an anticipative |
and wonderful adaptation to the light.
And thus, we are assured, will perfected
men be found when they shall have been
brought up out of earthly darkness into
the pure hght of heaven, gazed upon and
judged by angelic eyes. It will then be
seen that this strange lower world product
is wonderfully perfect., eminently pure,
gloriously beautiful and grandly strong.
Formed in darkness and through suffering,
vet watched over by infinite wisdom it has
been so conformed that it reflects ail the
several glories of the Sun of righteousness
—all the attributes ot the divine nature,
and shines forth as a peculiar treasure in |
the kingdom of God.

5. And thus we are brought to observe, |
in the fifth place that the pearl illustrates |
perfected humanity as to its use or the |
place it will occupy in the kingdom of |
(God—the pearl once formed, once found, |
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once revealed and appreciated readily takes
its appropriate place ot highest honor amid
the treasures of sovereigns and millionaires :
in the crowns of kings ; in the necklaces of
queens ; on the bosoms of brides; and in |
every most honorable and precious place |
may the pearl be found. Thus it is that |
the product ot the dark ocean depths finds |
its way to the richest and most honored |
places and uses that the world affords. And |
thus also it is with perfected humanity— |
those that come f{rom the lower
world of sin and darkness find their way to
the most honorable positions in the
heavenly regions. The church becomes
the bride of the Lord, sits with him on His |
throne judging the worlds and the angels. f
Saved humanity occupies the highest place.
All things are put under its feet. Itis
reckoned the most precious treasure. [f
language and imagery were ever taxed,
they are in the Scripture to expressthe
exceeding precious estimation in which
saved humanity is regarded by the Lord.
Indeed, so high is the place to which we
are destined, that it is diflicult to awaken
a practical faith in the blessed fact—
“What,” said Paul to the bickering and
low-minded brethren of his time, ‘*know ye
not that ve shall judge angels? %o
whatever holy heights and offices Christ
ascends, we ascend likewise for we
shall be like Him and with Him.
Thus have I held up before you perfected |
humanity as illustrated by ti]e pearl—we
have noted the place of its orgin: the |
method of its formation ; the manner of its |
recovery; the texture and beauty of its |
substance ; and the honor and exhaltation |
of its use. 1'
And now let us gather up and atteres |

some of the practical thoughts that arc sug-
gested by tlus, as it may seem, rather fan-
ciful comparison.

1. And first we are impressed with the
mystery and wisdom of God’s ways. Itis a
strange place and a strange method that
gives us the pearl. And it is a strange
way in which the Lord ieads usin order to
make us the pearl of great price, He is fit-
ting us for high destiny, but He is forming
us 1n a low place.

Let us be sure that we follow God’s
ways, however mysterious they may be.

2. But, second, we are strongly im-
pressed with the worth of the soul. If
Christ regards it so highly, if lIle so
sought for it, if He so honors it.
How very precious it must be! this
one pearl of great price! And why, then,
do we neglect it so ! putting everything be-
fore it, while He puts it before everytﬁing.
*What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain
the whole world and lose his own scul”—if
he shall scrape together bushels of pebbles
and shells and lose the pearl of great
price!

3. But, third, we see the meaning of the
yearnings, longings and ambitions that
burn within us. How restless we are!
IHow insatiate and hungry our souls are!
And why ? Because we were made for
greatness. Because we are destined for
Godhood. But how vainly we sometimes
beat about here in this close cage of our
under world, striving to satisfy ourselves
with what this narrow region affords.
Never can it be done, no more can a pearl
find its true place in the shell at the bottom
of the ocean, than a heaven-born soul can
be satisfied with the world.

4. But, fourth, we learn that the present
state is not our true and proper world, we
shall never know what we are, till by
Christ's resurrection power we are raised
into the light and generally superior con-
dition of our own true world, and
are judged by the aid of its true reveal-
ments.

5. But, in the fifth place, we are taught
to be wary of any professed religion, which

| is all easy and natural, having no pain and

death in it. The shell-fish suffers and dies,
passes through a process which is not ac-
cording to nature in order to produce
the pearl. And  just so is 1t with
men that are truly redeemed. Christ’s
religion, so far as this world is concerned,
is a cross-bearing religion. He says, “If
any man will come atter me let him deny
himselt and take up his cross daily and

| follow me.”

The shell-fish is worth something, as a
shell-fish, to be sure. You can buy them
for a cent a piece, or perhaps two for a
cent when you go to a restaurant for your
lunch. But when through months and
years the oyster has died into the pearl, it
is worth perhaps thousands of dollars.

' The natural easy going lite is worth some-

thing, but it is as nothing in comparison to
what it is worth when redeemed, trans-
formed into the pearl of great price.

But in the sixth place we learn the need

' of patience, for the pain and discipline 1s

for a purpose. **The light afiliction which

| is but for a moment—that is, according to

God’s eternal ages—it does not seem light
nor but for a moment to us now, yea,

| rather, it may seem heavy and long con-

tinued, but, as God views it—this light
afiliction which is but for 2 moment worketh
for us the tar more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory, therefore we must run
with patience the race that’s set before us.

' It our discipline hurts, let it hurt—for

even here unto we were called—this is
what we need in order to become the
pearl of great price. And this is a
work that cannot always be quickly
done. Let Ged take His own time
with you. Ddeu’t spoil the work by¥hur-
rying it too fast. Patience makes the
pearl.

7. But, seventh and last, we see the
necessity of having a true and vivid idea ot
the day ot our deliverance and revelation
in our true character in the world to come.
The pearl is never known as a pearl till it
is brought up to the surtace world; here
it finds its true place. And we shall never
be known as the sons of God till we emerge
in the resurrection or glorified state. It is
to be feared that the coming world, or age
to come, is not as vivid in the hopes and
aspirations of some of God’s people as it
ought to be, on the one hand, they place
too much expectation on the lite that now
is, talking ot the progress of society and
civilization as though a kind of perfection
were attainable in the flesh. And, on the
other, they lay too much stress on the
happy condition of naked souls resting in
paradise. But the scriptures ever lead us
on to the dayof the Lord, and the age
to come, when we shall be revealed as the
sons of (zod—when we shall not only /e but
also appear as the pearl of great price,

ossessed by the Lord as the reward of

lis toil. We were made for //im and He
can never properly possess us till we are
made like Him. As He is in the resurrec-
tion or glorified state, so must we be before
we find our true place. He is the pattern
to which we must be eonformed. And
when He shall appear, then, shall we also
appear with Him in glory. This is our
earnest supplication.

A Communion Prayer of St. Augustine.

Lord Jesus Christ, who hast said with
Thine own sacred lips, ‘*Whoso hungereth
and thirsteth let him come unto Me. and I
will give him food and drink that he will
never hunger or thirst again;” O Lord,
here cometh to Thee a needy soul. hunger-
ing and thirsting for Thy food, and for the
drink of everlasting righteousness and
blessedness. O Thou Bread of Life! feed
my hunger with Thy true body! O Thou
Fountain of Lite! water and refresh my
soul with Thy blood! that I, being strength-
ened and quickened, may rise out of this
valley of sorrow unto Heaven, where Thou
sittest at the right hand of the Father, and
representest us : where, without hunger or
thirst, in everlasting joy and blessedness, I
shall praise Thee, with the Father and the
Holy Spirit forever and forever. Amen.

A Spurgeon Story.

Stories of Spurgeon are not always new,
as was shown in the case of one widely
current after his death, but afterwards
traced back to a preacher of Queen Anne’s
time. But the following anecdote, fju t
over from the other side, 1s vouched for as
fresh. When the spirit of the great divine

" lett its earthly tenement of clay the widow

posted a bulletin reading : ““The Rev. Dr.
Spurgeon passed to Heaven at 11 a. m.”
An irreverent scofter who saw the bulletin
two hours later wrote on it: ‘1 p. m.—
Spurgeon not heard from. Getting anx-
ious.”
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Cures Otners,
Will Cuge You.

HUMPHREYS’|

This Precrovs OiNTMENT is the|
triumph of Scientific Medicine. |

Nothing has ever been produced to
equal or compare with itasa CURATIVE
and HEALING ApPLICATION. It hasbeen
used over 40 years, and always affords
relief and always gives satisfaction.

For Piles—External or Internal, Blind
or Bleeding ; Fistula in Ano ; Itching or
Bleeding of the Rectum, The relief is
immediate— the cure certain,

WITCH HAZEL OIL

For Burns, Scalds and Ulceration and
Contraction from Burns, The reliefis instant
~the healing wonderful and unequaled.

For BRoils, 1ot Tumors, Ulcers, Fistulas,
Old Sores, Itching Eruptions, Chafing or
Scaia Head. 1t is Infallible.

For Inflaimed or Caked Breasts and Sore
Nippies, It is invaluable.
Price, 50 Cents, Trial size, 25 Cents.

Sold by Drug.istg, or sent post-puid on receipt of price,
HUMPRREYS' BED, €0., 111& 113 William St., NEW YORK.

CURES PILES.

SEGEE'S OINTMENT

——18 A CERTAIN CURE FOR——

Piles, Fever Sores, Soves of any kind, Ring-
worm, Chapped Hands, Chilblains,
Frost Bites, Warts, Corns, ete.

And its eflect on a Burn or Scald is really astonish
ing; it removes the anguish in a very short time

without leaving a blister.

PRICE, 50 cents per Pot; $5 per dozen;
Six dozen $26 ; One Gross $50.

FOR SALE BY ALL DRUGGISTS.

This Ointment is put up in white stone pots with

the above (Trade Mark.) None genuine without it.

Prepared wholly by JOHN A.SEGEE, successor
to Jas. W. Segee, Durham street, St. John, N. B

Moth Marble

WiLL KEgp MoTHs OUT OF YOUR

Carpets, Woolens, Silks and Furs.

5 cents an Ounce.

STICKY FLY PAPER.

NO TROUBLE! NO DIRT'
fc. Per Shegt; 6 for 25c.

Moore’s Drug Store,

Brussels Street.
Telephone No. 47.

BOOKS of Local Interst.

HisTORY OF Acapia, by James Hannay.

History or TriNtty CHUrcH, 1791-1801
by Rev. Canon Brigstocke, D. D., (jue.
published.)

Foor Prixts, or INCIDENTS IN THE EARLY
Hisrory or NEw Bruxswick, by J.W.
Lawrence.

Prize Essay ox St. Jonx, N. B., by D.
R. Jack.

A MEMORY OF Acapia AND OTHER POEMS,
by H. L. Spencer.

Views of St. John. For Sale by

J. & A, MOMILLAN, &~ 5

Boys’ Velocipedes

Given for two new subscribers
and $3.50 additional,

Every boy is not able to buy a velocipede
and pay the cash for it much as he would
like to. We open a way for him to possess
one for a little work and a small amount in
cash. For two new subscribers and £3.50
additional any boy can obtain this tire-
less companion. Retail price 87.50.

You see
this m=rk
wi 9w

ON THE BEST CHOCOLATES ONLY,
They

always.

[t's there, so you can easily tell them.

are soft and creamy. Delicious

“The finest in the land.”

GANONG BROS.—(Ltd).,
St. STEPHEN, N. B.

Every Table

at the

Blue Store

is a

Bargain Counter.

At the Blue Store you will not find old goods to
be'sold at half price, but everything New, which
are now selling at BArcaix Prices.  Everything
is cheap. But Children, Boys’ and Youths'
Clothing have our special attention.

Men's Suits from $4.00 to $16.00.

Note the address—

e Blue Clothing Store,

Cor. MILL and MAIN STS., North End.
ALWAYS INSURE

P H G N Ix Insurance Company of
your property in the HARTFORD, CONN,
l) Because of its STRENGTH, LOSS.PAYING POWER, and
WHY H record FOR FAIR AND HONORABLE DEALING.

D. W.C. SKILTON, President.
J.H. MITCHELL, Vice-President.
GEO. H. BURDICK, Secretary.
CHAS. E. GALACAR, 2nd Vice-President.

CANADIAN BRANCH HEAD OFFICE, MONTREAL.

Statement January l1lst. 1S91,
Cash Capitalececesececcoceccnsrccnnnes #£2,000,000 00

Reserve for Unadjusted Losses. o 293,831 17
Reserve for Re-Insurance..... . 1,813,903 88

NET SURPLUS..cceccceeenes «e. 1,517,079 68
TOTAL ASSETS........ $5.624,814 73 GERALD E. HART, General Manager.
: : Full Deposit with the Dominion Government.

KNOWLTON & GILCcHRIST, Agents, 132 Prince William Street, St. John, N. B.

A GREAT LITERARY BARGAIN!

Cooper’s Famous Romances of the American Forest !
An Entirely New Edition of

THE LEATHERSTOCKING TALES

By JAMES FENIMORE COOPER.

The first and greatest of American novelists was James Fenimore Cooper. “His phpnlfn‘lt\',"
savs 4 writer in the Century Magazine, * was cosmopolitan. He was almost as widely read in France

in Germany, and in Italy as in Great Britain and the United Stares. Only one American book has
ever since attained the international success of

¥ these of Cooper's—*‘Uncle Tom's Cabin,’ and only
one American author, Poe, has since gained a
name at all commensurate with Cooper’s ahroad.”
The great author is dead, but his charming ro-
mances still live to delight new generations of
readers. “The wind of the lakes and the prairies
has not lost its balsam and the salt of the sea
keeps its savor,” says the same wrirer above
quoted. Beautiful indeed are Cooper's stories of
the red man an«d the pioneer, full or incudent, -
tensely interesting, abounding in adveninure, yet
pure, elevating. manly, and entirely devoid of all
the objectionable features of the modern Indian
story. No reading could be more whelegsome for
young or old than Cooper's famous novels, AG
entirely new edition of tie Leatherstocking Tales
has just been publisned, in one large aud hand
gome volume of over three huundred large quaric
1] pages. containing all of these famous romances
| complete, unchanged and unabridged, viz.:

THE DEERSLAYEE, THDPATHFINDER
THE LAST OF THE MOHICANS,

THE PIONEERS, THE PRAIRIE,

This handsome edition of the Leatherstocking
| Tales is printed upon good paper from large type
It is a delightful book, and one which should
have a place in every American home,

It ¢on

tains five of the most charming romances that the

mind of man has ever conceived, A whole win

ter's reading is comprised m this mammoth vol

s ume, All who have not read Cooper's gtories
nave in store for themseives a rich literary treat. Every member of the family eircle wiil e deiight
ed with them. We have made an arrapgement with the publisher of this ¢xcellent edition of the
Leatherstoeking Tales whereby we are enabled to offer this large and beautiful heok almost as »
free gift to cur subecribers. Such an offer as we make would not have been possible o few vears
ago, but the lightning printing press, low price of paper and great competition L the bock trade

have done wonders for the reading public, and this is the most marveio
We wiu send Tam

Read Our Great Premium Offer! Ve o send Tos

[avLEs, co mplete,as above described, with PrROGRESs for one year, upon receipt of
only £2.25, which is an advance of but 25 cents over our regular 'subscription price, so
that you practically get this fine edition of the famous Leatherstocking Tales for only
25 cents. Perfect satisfaction is guaranteed to all who take advantage of this great
premium offer. EDWARD S. CARTER.

CIRLS’ TRICYCLES

Given for three new subscribers and $5,00 additional.

There is no thing so enjoyable or
more healthful for young girls in
Summer than exercise on the tricycle.
We can give a splendid 20 inch wheel
tricycle, metal tired. strong and dur-
able 1n every particular for a club ot
three new subscribers and $5 ad-
ditional. The retail price of this
tricycle is $10.

N. B.—We have a larger tricycle
for larger girls, 30 inch wheel, metal
tired, which will be sent for a club of
three new subscribers and $9 ad-
ditional. Retail price £14.

g We will give a full
size best English

\ tennis racquet,manu-

factured by Ayres of
London, for one new
subscriber and $£1.25
additional.

Retai

price $3.00.
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