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LIBERAL BLUNDERING. 

WHAT THE PARTY NEEDS BEFORE 

IT CAN ACHIEVE SUCCESS. 

Piain Words Which Voice the Sentiment of 

Men Who Hope for a Better State of 

Things Mistakes of the Past and Their 

Remedy in the Future. 

The liberal party has been out of power 

in Canada since the verdict of the people 

on the 17th day of September, 1878, and 

there are no indications of 1ts early return 

to its former high estate. Year alter year, 

the conservatives have run the affairs of the | 

country in the interests of the politicians 

and their friends. The maritime provinces 

have not prospered, and New Brunswick 

in particular has failed to hold its own as 

regards population and prosperity. The 

golden predictions of Sir Charles Tupper 

and others, who have grown wealthy in the | 
trade of politics, have not been fulfilled. | 

They have prospered, it is true, but the 

people have not. 

the conservatives have been returned to 

power, until they have begun to feel that 

they have seen but the beginning of their 

success. 

lower provinces, which seemed to have the 

In the last general election, the | 

| 

Yet again and again | 

most reason for desiring a change, did the | 

most to contribute to the conservative | 

Success. 

What is it ? 

ProGress is not a party paper. 

There must be a reason for this. | 

It can, | 

and when needful, does, give praise or 

blame to either ot the contending factions. 

It would be difficult for anyone who has 
read it week by week to decide which side | 

of polities it favors. 
dispassionately and frankly. It does so in 

It can afford to speak | 

this instance, though the points which it | 

brings out are the result of an interview | 

with a liberal who is thoroughly informed 

on the questions at issue, and who bas 

faith that, in time, his party may win its 
way to success. | that defections have occurred in the liberal 

The opinion is gaining ground in Canada, | 

and especially among the young men ot the 
party, that the chiet reason for the want of | erals have not been animated by the true 

success by the liberals is that the right | 

men are not at the helm. The party is | 

drifting, because its destinies are in the | 

hands ot those whose usefulness as leaders 

is no longer apparent. 

There 1s a feeling, a=d it is growing, 

that such undoubtedly able men as Cart- 

wright, Mills, Jones and Weldon, have 

nothing in common with the people, yet 

the majority feel that these men have been 

true to the party and have done all that 

could be expected of them. They are 
becoming back numbers in the politics of 

today. It is not the men who fought con- 

federation that are best qualified to be at 
the front now. Confederation, whether 

for good or ill, 1s a definite and permanent 

fact. A generation has nearly passed 

away, and the spirit of politics today is 
very different from what it was a quarter 

of a century ago. The times have changed, 

but have the liberal leaders changed with 

them ? 

The real trouble, however, appears to 

be that the men who are looked up to in the 
liberal party are not men who have had 

experience in governing. Blake, with all 

his ability and genius, is not a man of the 

He has nothing which attracts 

Should he enter into imperial 

people. 

men to him. 

politics, his loss to Canada will not be 1rre- 

parable. For the last five years he has 

ceased to be a powerful factor in the affairs 

of the Dominion. 

In the local politics of some of the pro- 

vinces are liberal leaders who are living 

apace with the times, who have shown 

that they possess not only ability but 
Thev 

spheres, 

generalship. have, in their 
limited much 

and won for themselves honorable reputat - 

accomplished 

ions. [Is it not reasonable to suppose that 

in a broader field the same ability and 
generalship would mark their course ? Has 
not the time arrived when such men as 

Mowatt, Greenway, Iielding and Blair, 

| ing Laurier as a leader. 

should be called upon to enter Dominion | 
politics? There are those who say that 
such a time has come. 

During and after every election, a wail 

is raised by the liberal press that the con- 

servatives have gained their victory by cor- 
rupt methods. 

and unmanly, and it is only partly true. 
There is, of course, a great advantage to 

the party in power, and it may be that 
the conservatives spend more money than 
the liberals, but the difference in the 

amounts is not so great as to account for 

all the defeats of the last 14 years. One 
party is as corrupt as the other, and both 

Such a cry is degrading | 

| 

| 

will spend money to debauch the electors | 
when the money is to be had. It is all | 

nonsense to ascribe the success of the 

conservatives to their corrupt methods. 

When that allegation is made, it is simply 

a pitiful whine. 
The national policy is far less popular 

than the results of the elections would 

seem to prove. Thousands of men who 

would be glad to see the 

vatives adopt a platform of free trade | 
relations with the United States, vote and 

will vote for that party with a high protec- 
tive tariff. Had Sir John Macdonald ta- 
vored unrestricted reciprocity the men who 
most vigorously denounced it would have 

held it up as the best possible thing for | 
Canada. As regards the mass of the 
voters, it matters little what the conserva- 

tive policy is. Whatever it may be, it has 
less to do with the elections than have the 
appeals to the religions, race and senti- 
mental prejudices of the people, and this is 

| name. 

| which the conservatives have always been 

conser- | 

| the truest sense of the word. 

especially true in the case of bye elections. 

Absurd cries are raised, but, absurd 

as they are, they have their effect 

on more than the densely ignorant 

voters, and the liberals seem powerless to 

counteract them. The leaders lack capac- 

ity to meet emergencies, or what would be 

better still, to anticipate them. 

The conservative leaders are all things 

to all men. One of ther most easily 

manipulated toys is the Loyal Orange 

Association, which is as easily led by blind, 

unreasoning prejudices as any body on the 

face of the earth. To point out Laurier to 

those men, as a liberal leader, is enough 

ol itselt in some districts, without the need 

of a dollar of corruption funds. 
But it is another story when the votes of 

an Irish catholic district are wanted, and 

when it is pointed out that Abbott is onlya 

figurehead, while Sir John Thompson is 

the real power behind the throne, a certain 

percentage of the catholic vote is likely to 

be secured. To the Quebec French the 

(question is put, “Will yon defeat Lange- 

vin, Caron and Chapleau?” while in 

Ontario the protestants are asked, ‘‘Are 

you going to support a party whose leader, 

Laurier, works with Mercier, a man who 

is under Rome rule and is a public 

plunderer ?" 

The liberals, having a Roman catholic 

leader in Laurier, have depended on that 

fact too much in counting on the catholic 

vote. In the selection of candidates they 

have ignored catholics in districts where 
good men were available. In the last gen- | 
eral election the conservatives had’ several 

Roman catholics in the field in this province, 

while the liberals had only one, and that 
was in the county of Kent, where he could 
not be elected. 

The conservatives of New Brunswick do 
not discuss the appointment of R. J. Ritchie 
as police magistrate, but they point out 

ranks because of that appointment. From 
this they argue that leading protestant lib- 

spirit of liberalism. 
It is not too much to say that the liberals 

of (Canada are badly handicapped by hav- 
It may be very 

well to claim that the selection of him 

showed a liberality that was the reverse of 

bigotry, yet it is undeniable that he stands 
in the way of votes. In close constitu- | 
encies there is a percentage enough of 
protestant votes lost, through the anti- 

catholic idea, to decide the contest. It is 

no reflection on Laurier to say that his 

leadership is an element of weakness to 
his party, because of the hold it gives to 

the conservatives to appeal to sectarian | 
prejudice. 

The advent of such men as Mowatt, 

Greenway, Fielding and Blair into Domin- | 

ion politics could have only the most bene- 

ficial effect on the liberal party. With 
these men elected to parliament, the first 
duty would be to discuss the question of a 

policy on which all could agree. This 
done, there could be unity and effective 

work. 

The liberal platform in the last election 
was unrestricted reciprocity, but the most 

thing about it was the 

understanding as to what it] 
newspapers differed from 

so did the cam- 

noticeable 

want of 

meant. The 

each other and 
paign speakers. In some cases, there 

were flat contradictions on vital points. 

The whole thing was a muddle, of which 
it was very easy for the conservatives to 

take advantage, and to raise a thoroughly | 
hollow but very effective loyalty crv. The 

liberals had a poor organization and the 
young men—‘‘the boys” were not with 

The writer had opportunities of them. 

seeing a good deal of the alleged manage- 

ment of things in St. John, and was not 

surprised at the result. Had the ability of 

the men who undertook to engineer things 
been commensurate with their conceit, 

there might have been, it not a victory, at 

least a great deal better showing on the 

liberal side. The campaign was marked 
by blunders from first to last. 

Erastus Wiman has been an old man of 
the sea to the liberal party. There is no 
question that the party never intendgd to 
adopt the policy of unrestricted reciprocity 
as declared by him. Laurier, Cartwright 
and others, felt compelled to repudiate 

him, but the country would not accept the 

repudiation. What really seems to have 
been meant by the sensible men of the 

party was a reciprocity less restricted than 
that proposed in 1878, and consistent with 

the requirements of revenue. Some wise- 
acre invented the phrase of unrestricted 

reciprocity, and others based their argu- 
ments on the sweeping significance of the 

Another thing in which the liberal party 
has been lacking has been campaign 
literature, and this is one of the points on 

strong. They are prepared with it at the 
outset of the campaign, when alone it can 
accomplish any good. 
Many other matters of detail would 

necessarily be considered on the introduct- 
ion of new blood into Dominion politics. 
One of these would be the idea of paid 
leaders from each province, whose duty it 
would be to represent those provinces in 

As a pre- 
liminary to all there should be a 
convention to give an idea of what the 
lower provinces are prepared to do, and 
how they are prepared to do it. There 
must be a sound basis to secure an eifec- 
tive organization. As it is,the party is drift- 
ing now, it is not on the road to success. 
Something should be done, say those who 
have the best interests of the liberals 

THEY RUN DARTMOUTH. 
WATER OR NO WATER FOR THE 

TOWN? THAT'S THE QUESTION. 

What is Thought of the Way the Commis- 
sioners Do Business—The Reports do not 
Tell How Matters Stand—It's Interesting 
for the People Who Have to Pay the 
Bills. 

Darrmovtn, June 22.—Dartmouth is 
still wrestling with the question of 
water or no water. The climax is 
about to come. All sorts of rumors 
are afloat. Some say the commissioners 
are heaven-born financiers and engineers, 
and that they will come well within the 
£100,000 voted for water purpose a year or 
more ago. Others say, ard they are the 
great majority, that the £100,000 is gone, 

and the ratepayer will be soon called upon 
to vote, at least, £350,000 more in order to 
complete the works. Itis quite impossi- 
ble, just at present, to get definite informa- 
tion as to just how matters stand. The 
star chamber, in the good old days of Hen- 
ry VII., was never so secret as the work- 

ings of our water and ferry commissioners. 
They are built on such lines that they can, 
or rather they think they can, defy the 
public, who, in a majority of cases, put 
tem where they are. 
They are bound to work their own sweet 

will with the people's money without so much 
as saying by your leave. The barest and 
most meagre reports are only vouchsafed 
us. In the annual report for 1890 quite a 
full report was given by the mayor as to the 
standing of the ferry commission, but no 

| statement of receipts and expenditures was 
given by the commission itself. The re- 
port for the past year, like former ones, 
gives a full report of all receipts, ete., and 
the full report of the chairman of the school 
board, which is not a close corporation 
like the others,but no statement is given by 
the ferry commission,although they had been 
in existence eighteen months. The bald 
fact is recorded by the mayor that at the 
end of their fiscal year they were 85,870.09 
behind, but owing to a change of rates, 
which is as fully onerous as the rates 
charged by the old company, they had in 
six months reduced this to $4,249.10. 
And still they tell us that it is none of our 
business how they conduct affairs. 
Rumors are afloat that they have increas- 

ed the salaries of the head officials, while 
requiring fifteen hours of labor from men 
who are working the boats; these being 
men too who only receive a bare pittance. 
This also is a rumor which will shortly be 
verified. Let a full report of the various 
commissions be published with the Mayor's 
report each year. Have less of this 
secrecy and the public will be more con- | 
tented and have far greater confidence in 
its public men! 

Before a meeting is called the water | 
commission will do well to put their house | 
in order and have facts and figures in full | 
so as to be prepared for all sorts of ques- 
tions. 
The commission must be prepared to 

make a good showing before the rate pay- | 
| ers or they will get a bad backset. The | 
- way the school board got left should be a 
lesson to the men on the water commission. 
Now the gentlemen atoresaid might as well 
expect to see the water in those trenches 

| on Octerloney street run out of its os | 
without the friendly aid of 

the sun bronzed Italians as to get 
money out of the Dartmouth rate 
payers without first satisfying them that 
the money they have put into their hands 
has been properly and economically ex- 
pended. There never was such loafing 
seen since the days when the early settlers | 
broke sod on its heights, as has gone on 
unchecked for weeks in the trenches along 
the chief streets. 

It is true that some improvement has 
taken place of late ; some ten or so, of the 
most prominent idlers were asked to re- 
sign and they have done so, but still the 
horn, which resounds with such frequency 
along the street to warn the passer by, 
sends forth a crowd of laborers who, while 
quick to leave, are slow. 
Portland street is breathing forth the ter- 

rible denunciations on those in authority 
for the way they are being neglected. 
Cross streets and by streets are being 
piped, while they have been neglected. 
The busy season is now coming on and 
places ot business will be obstructed for 
several weeks. Of course this will cause a 
large divertion of business to other parts 
of the town and consequent loss. The 
street being narrow will be almost com- 
pletely blocked. They say that work 
should have been begun on their street, 
and could have begun, fully a month ago. 
The commissioners, at least some of them, 
are beginning to look thin, and will soon 
need a holiday, for if any set of men ever 
had a thorny path to travel, the com- 
missioners of all sorts and conditions 
have it. 
The position, however, carries with it 

some sweets, chiefly that of patronage. 
A suggestion might not come amiss to help 
Portland street out, and that is to put on a 
night shift and rush the work through in a 
hurry. 
How about turning on the water in the 

main line and letting the town have the 
benefit of the service in the summer? The 
watering carts could then be supplied from 
the hydrants and make a saving of a few 
dollars. The town would also have the 
extra protection against fire. Could not 
the ferry boats be supplied also ? 

accord 

A Good Excursion in Prospect, 

The Bay of Fundy S. S. Company run 
a Dominion Day excursion to Annap- 

olis. The elaborate programme of sports 

has already been printed in ProGress and 
appears again in the Company's announce- 
ment. Annapolis is a beautiful place and 
in gala attire 1t will be very attractive. 
The sail will do everyone good, and all 
should remember that a dark day in St. 
John often means sunshine in the beautiful 
Annapolis Valley. 

Jo New Venture. 

The writer can speak with much earnest- 
ness of the merits of the Sussex dairy but- 
ter, since he has sampled it through the 
forethought and sagacity of the corporation 
who own the new venture. Cream and 
buttermilk are also to be had daily from 
the new concern, whose neat turnout has 
already attracted much attention through 

at heart. the city. 

THE PRESS CHAMPIONS DISBAND, 

Fredericton Quill Drivers Who Astenished 
the People as Ball Tossers. 

Having been unable to induce any other 

amateur base-ball club in the Maritime 

Provinces to play them a series of games 

for this season's championship, the ball- 

tossers of the Fredericton press have con- 

cluded to disband. Some hope was enter- 

tained that a series of games could be ar- 

ranged with the bankers of this city, but 
the latter team feel that they have no 
pitchers capable of facing the press slug- 
gers and have been obliged to decline the 
invitation. 

‘I'he disbanding of the press nine is an 
event worthy of more than passing notice. 
It was a team of which the citizens of 
Fredericton were justly proud. From the 
date of its organization in 1890 down to 
the present time it has never known defeat. 
Its players were renowned for their gentle- 
manly conduct on the diamond. 
The idea of forming a ball nine to up- 

hold the honor of the press was the joint 
yroduct of the minds ot I.. C. Macnutt and 
*. H. Risteen. A season's experience in 
managing a professional ball team convine- 
ed them that by good, honest, hard work a 
club could be formed representing the var- 
ious city newspapers that would do the city 
credit. A rigid course of training was in- 
sisted upon, Captain Risteen supplied the 
uniforms, and in the month of June, 1890, 
the press nine started on its meteoric flight 
of glory. In that season they won 13 
straight games against various amateur 
teams, and followed it up in 1881 by eleven 
straight games—a record entirely unique in 
the annals of baseball in this province. At 
first it was the habit of the cranks to dis- 
count the efforts of the nine, but it was not 
long before those ‘‘who came to scoff re- 
mained to pray.” 

It must be admitted that, though the in- 
field was strong, the team never excelled 
in fielding. but its batting power more than 
made up for any defects in this respect. 
More than once was victory snatched from 
the jaws of defeat by the long, blistering 
drives of Macnutt, Risteen and Crockett, 
whose record with the stick was truly phen- 
omenal. And they were ably supported by 
0. Crockett, the Machum brothers and 
Wilson. 

Behind the bat Wilson was a tower of 

Machums, the Crocketts and H. McLeod 
in the infield was very effective A marked 
feature of all the games won by the Press 
team was the fine generalship displayed 
by Captain Risteen, which earned him 
at an early date the soubriquet of 
“the foxy captain.” When the Cap- 
tain was unable to play, owing to his 
court duties, his place was ably taken by 
| Vice-Captain Macnutt and the team played 
' with all its usual skill and spirit. From 
the outset until now the membership of the 

| team has remained unbroken, except that 
in August of 1890 left-fielder Hughes was 
released to the Nashwaak Zouaves. What 

' makes the disbanding otf the nine more re- 
| grettable is that George Blair was to have 
| played with them this season as short-stop, 
' which would have added greatly to the 
infield SPECTATOR. 

Fredericton, June 20. 

Fruit, Ete. 

STRAWHERRIES, CREAM, 
OranaGes. J. B. Armstroc & Bro., 32 
Cnarlottee street. 
Tomarors and Pixe Arrres. J. DB. 

ArMsTRONG & Bro., 32 Charlotte street, 
next Y.M.C. A. 

CONDENSED ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Announcements under this heading not exceeding 
five lines (about 35 words) cost 25 cents each 
insertion. Five cents extra for every additional 
line. 

WANTED | A DRUG CLERK who has re- 
s cently passed the board. Address, 

stating experience and salary wanted, DRUGGIST, 
care PRoGREss, St. John. 25, 6—1in* 

"rl DI AMTCQ WIITE PLUME and 

ock Street. 

? A FINE line of English Tweeds at twenty 
dollars a suit. Dark Colors, plain and 

Checked patterns. Good value. A. GILMOUR, 
Tailor, 72 Germain street. 

ADVERTISING IF YOU WISH TO AD- 
g VERTISE anything, any 

where, at anytime, write to Geo. P. RoweLL & Co., 
No. 10 Spruce street, New York. 

WEDDING PRESENTS "ois ia ie of hollow and flat 
Silverware, Clocks, Jewelry, etc., from 15 to 25 per 
cent. lower than regular prices. L. L. SHARPE, 42 
Dock Street. June2s 11* 

BOARDING A FEW PERMANENT or 

t Transient Boarders can be ac- 
commodated with large and pleasant rooms, in that 
very centrally located house, 78 Sidney street.— 
MRgs. McINNIS. May2. 

SODA APPARATUS FOR SALE, 
Handsome Marble Fountain, Generator and two 
Cylinders (8 and 10 gallons), in good repair, will be 
sold at a great bargain. Address Sopa, care 
Proaress, St. John. June 25 tf 

FOR SALE HALLETT, DAVIS & CO. 
§ Square Piano, 7) octave; four 

round corners. Cost £600.00, only a short time in 
use; must be sold ; price, $250.00.—C. FLooD & SONS, 
31 and 33 King street. aug 1. 

EGGS FOR HATCHING, "si 2% 1 Blue Anda- 
lusians, Brown Leghorns, at £1.00 per thirteen, 
after June 1st. Stock extra and mated for best re- 
sults. C. G.L. RoBerrs,Windsor, N.S. may28,t.f 

ST. JOHN CONSERVATORY OF 
Music, Elocution and English, Home School for 
Young Ladies. Reopens September 5th. Full staff 
of teachers. Send for catalogue. J.D.HITcHENS, 
Director, 84 Princess St. June 11, 4.i* 

ONTARIO BUSINESS COLLEGE, 
Belleville, Ont. Most widely atten usiness 
College in America. 40 students from N. B. and 
N. S., have been in attendance since last fall. Send 
for the 23rd annual circular. Address, ROBINSON & 
Jouxson, Ontario Business College, Belleville,Ont. 

May 7—10i* 

ERS TILE subscriber 

SUMMER BOARDERS, "vias 
accommodate for the Summer a few Boarders at 
CrINcH’s M1LLs, 17 miles from St. John city, on the 
Shore Line Railway, with privileges for Trout Fish. 
ing on the Musquash River, and camping out if de- 
sired. Apply to C.C. CriNcH, Clinch’s re ig B. 

-5-12.in* 

WAN E USED before con- 
STA y federation, on the 
original envelopes, preferred, 1” also want pairs and 
blocks, on and off envelopes for my collection. Act- 
ually the highest prices paid. Particularly want 
some New Brunswick 7':d. 4+ bray we (rate to 
Great Britain). Send list of what you have for sale. 
Sheets of stamps sent on approval to collectors. 
H. L. Hart, 71, Gottingen street, Ialifax, N.S. 

June 11—tf 

ER MR. ENOCH 

pper Gagetown, wishes to inform the public he 
has moved to a more commodious house, where he 
is prepared to accommodate Summer Boarders and 
Pleasure Seckers. It is beautifully located, three 
minutes walk from the Post Office, Telephone Ex- 
change and Steamboat Wharf. Everything will be 
done to make it pleasant. Sail Boats, Horses and 
Carriages at command. E. CURRIER, Upper Gage- 
town. July 4% 

strength to the team, and the work of the | 

Bananas, | 

Lawl 

Settess, 
Painted with 
Vermillion, 

$1.75 +» 
$2.75 |= 

EACH. 

Folding 

Chairs, 
$1.85 mn 

Hammocks 
Lawn 

Mowers. : 
W. H. THORNE & CO., - - Market Square, St. John, N, B, 

RQ The White Mountain 
ICE CREAM FREEZER 

Still Leads the Market 

It has all Tinned surfaces obviating 
danger from poisoning. It will freeze 
in less time,and with less Salt and Ice 
than any other freezer. All sizes in 
stock at lowest prices. 

T. McAvity & Sons, 
13 and 15 King St., 

ST. JOHN, N. B. 

Singers with Pneumatic Tires 
VA _ The most experienced 

riders prefer and buy 
- 

Singers, 
this is proved by the 
sale of over 40 so far 
this Season. 

Fourth importation 
just arrived by steamer 
“‘Celebes.” These con- 
sist of Seven Pneumatic 
Tires and Five Cushion. 
Nearly all sold now. 
Catalogue on applica- 

Wes tion. 

C. KE. Burnham & Son, 
83 and 85 CHARLOTTE STREET, ST. JOHN, N. B 

Pelee Island Wine and Vineyard Go. 
(LIMITED. 

IH: ving established our Maritime Agency in 8T. JOHN, we now solicit your 

orders for our Special Brands of 

Pure Canadian Wines. 
Dry Catawba, case or dft. St. Augustine,case or dft. 

= ‘“ “ 
Sweet " PP. 1. Port, “ “ 

Isabella, o P. I. Sherry, “ “ 

P. I. Claret, ps ud P. I. Alicante, * 

TUnfermented Grape Juice, case; 

also Concord, case or dfl. 

"E. CG SCOVIL, - Tan Wine Merchant, 
62 UNION STREET ST. JOHN. TELEPHONE 523, 

An Established Fact 
THE Blue Store has become an established fact 

and though only a year old has become one of 

the leading Clothing Houses in the City. 
Please call and examine our Stock of Men and 

Boy's Spring and Summer Clothing, and be con 

vinced that our stock is one of the largest and 

best in the trade. 

BIL.UE STORIE, 
Cor. Mir axp Marx Sts. (North En...) 

City Market Clothing Hall, 
51 Charlotte St. 
Head quarters for fine Ready-Made and Custom 

Clothing. Special agent for Melissa Rain Proof 
Coats. 

T. YOUNCCLAUS, Proprietor. 

To the Young Couple starting House-keeping—you c2 
save at least 10, on 

FURNITURE 
PURCHASED FROM 

Everett & Miller, 
If you have the Cash. Remember the place, 

CLEANLY PRINTED. 

R. EE. ARMSTRONG, 

The 
SUMMER RESORT. 

18 Waterloo St., St. John. 

CLOSELY READ. 

Publisher, 

ha ” h h best cla t 

12,000 COPIES ce ro da ang U- &. «Great chance for Hotel Men and 

s LJ CIRCULATES WIDELY. C ? 

Advertise in | 
St. Andrews, N.B. 

ransportation Companies to Advertise. 
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