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SERMON. 
The Tenth Commandment. 

By VEN. F. W. FARRAR, D. D,, 

Archdeacon of Westminster. Preached in West- 
minster Abbey. 

ou shalt not covet.”—Exopus xx. 17. 

Iq 7uld be diffcult to treat of any one 
of the Commandments adequately in a 
single sermon, it ot of all difficult to 
deal adequately with” this. We can only 
pray that God will enable us to learn some 
tragments of the Divine teaching which 
He meant it to convey to us. 

Observe, first, that this is a unique com- 
mandment. Search all the laws of all the 
world and you will not find one which re- 
sembles it. The Sixth, the Seventh, 
Eighth and Ninth you will find in all codes, 
though only as prohibitions of crimes 
Which are amenable to human justice, and 
ot as heart-searching rules of self-exam- 

mation which Christ meant them to be. 
The Tenth Cummandment is the comple- 
ment of all the rest; it shows that God re- 
quires of us not only outward virtue, but 
inward holiness, that He demands in us 

sacrifice of the will, from which wicked 
actions spring, that sinful imaginations are 
a crime against Him, as well as wicked 
acts. Human laws can only prohibit 
crimes of which human eyes can take 
cognisance ; the hearts of men are beyond 
their reach. The tyrant can only com- 
mand the outward obedience ot his slave, 
but he connot subdue the fierce rebellion 
which rages in that slave's heart; he 
cannot hush the unspoken curses which 
blight him with the white lightning 
of their heat. He makes no attempt 
to order what he is impotent to 
enforce. The heart of fallen man 
is only the chamber of unclean im- 
agery like that which horrified the pro- 
phet Ezekiel when in the house of God his ! 
eye surveyed the dark idolatries of alienated 
Judah, but it is shrouded in impenetrable 
darkness, it is the hidden knowledge, the 
mysterious depths of that individuality 
which in each of us is an island surrounded 
by an unvoyageable sea. None can en- 
ter, none can even approach the heart, 
but that Divine Legislator who would fain 
transform it from a haunt of devils into a 
sanctuary of God. The unique command 
which prohibits not only commissions but 
concupiscence can be uttered by God 
alone. And herein the ten commands on 
Sinai anticipated the eight beatitudes of 
the Sermon on the Mount. The law says, 
““Thou shalt not desire ;:” the gospel says. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart.” And 
from this divine statute we see one marked 
by divine wisdom and supreme tender- 
ness, it is a commandment pre-eminently 
spiritual, it cuts at the root of all formal- 
ism and of hypocrisy, it shows us that 
each man is not what he seems to be to 
men, but what he is in the eyes of God. The 
lesson which the tenth commandment 
teaches us is that God must be obeyed not 
with eye service as men pleases but with 
singleness of heart. ‘As he thinks,” 
says Solomon of the dissembler, ‘‘so he 
is.” Priests often lead men to be con- 
tent with the cleansing of the outside of the 
cup and the platter, yet the law with its 
demands for human sincerity might have 
taught them that all outward formalities 
are an abomination to God, it they be 
offered as substitutes for justice, humility 
and love. Even the heathen say’ that the 
God with whom we have to dois one with 
whom nothing avails except heart obedi- 
ence. ‘‘Wickedness and injustice,” says 
Aristotle, “lie in the intention.” <‘He,” 
says Juvenal, ‘‘who thinks in silent wicked- 
ness within himself incurs the guilt of the 
dead.” 
And this command is tender as well as 

unique for it is designed to save us from 
error; it is meant not to terrify us but to 
train; it reveals to us as with a flash 
out of God's eternity when and how the 
work of our life has to be done; it says to 
us as the prophet Jeremiah said to Jeru- 
salem: ‘0 Jerusalem, wash thine heart 
from wickedness that thou mayest be 
saved. How long shall thy vain thoughts 
lodge within thee? It says unto Solo- 
on, ‘Keep thy heart with all diligence 
p. of it are the issues of life.” Ah, 
fcre is the difficulty. It is quite easy to 
be outwardly respectable, most of us are 
at least that; it is easy to keep the letter of 
the commandments, but to obey with all 
our heart, with all our mind, with all our 
soul, with all our strength, to keep the law 
in its entirety without reservation for one 
darling idol, one besetting or bosom sin, to 
keep it always in wilful boyhood, in fretful 
youth, in tempted manhood, and in disillu- 
sioned age—which of us is thus an upright 
man and perfect ? Still, alas, is this pos- 
sible when we have not been faithful in the 
Bat Now this commandment shows us 

at there is no sound cure for any disease 
without the removal of the cause. Can a 
polluted fountain send forth sweet waters ? 
Are good fruits borne from a corrupt tree ? 
Ah, my brethren, the salt must be flung in- 
to the bubbling spring or the stream will 
be full of death, and the roots of the cor 
rupt tree must be taken up, not merely its 
buds nipped or even its branches lopped. 
To leave off old sins is something, and even 
much, but it is not enough. We must not only 
stop sinning but stop desiring to sin. If we 
would still like to sin we are not regen- 
erate; we must die to sin. This is what 
St. Paul meant when, haunted by the 
agonies of personal experience, he says 
over and over again that we must have 
the true circumcision of the heart, that we 
must crucify the flesh with its affections 
and lusts, that we must mortity the deeds 
ot the body, mortify our members that are 
upon the earth, evil desire and covetous- 
ness, which is idolatry; for because of 

these things the wrath of God is ever ar- 
riving upon the sins of disobedience. It is 
thus concupiscence, this evil impulse, 
which must be hushed within us by the 
Spirit of Christ. The lust of the flesh, 
thoughts of our bodily appetites, the lust 

( of the eyes, the vain desires and passions 
of the mind, the braggart vaunt of wealth, 
our mammon worship, our selfishness, our 
arrogant vain ambition—these we must 
derascinate. Itis at the root of all these 
that the axe of this commandment is up- 
lifted, until they are hewn down and cast 
into the fire; Moses as well as Christ will 
teach us that we are not converted and we 
shall not be safe. 

*“Thou shalt not covet.” The literal 
meaning of the commandment 1s, *“Thou 
shalt not excessively or wrongfully, thou 
shalt not unlawfully or irregularly, desire 
anything which thou canst not innocently 
and uprightly possess.” Perhaps you think, 
“What harm can a mere desire do when I 
have not even expressed it? What wrong 
can there be in such an airy nothing, that 
impalpable thought as you call it, is a very 
real thing: it is seen in heaven, it is heard 
in heaven, in heaven it needs forgiveness, 
and consequently that thought will, if 
dwelt upon, be certainly the prolific mother 
of all sins ; it is the cockatrice’s egg which 
brings forth the vapour of the flying ser- 
ent. Guilty longings are the avant-cour- 

1ers of the performance of guilty lusts con- 
cealed in the guise of a harmless infant, the 
guilty curiosity, the guilty lingering on the 
confines of temptation; the guilty wish 
ushes open the wicket gate,and then when 

it has done so it springs into the menacing 
stature of a giant demon. What great 
harm you say is there in a mere guilty 
look, a mere guilty wish, a mere guilty 
longing if it stops there? Well, are they 
so harmless if they stop there? Do they 
stop there ? The guilty look of David at 
Bathsheba from his palace roof, the guilty 
longing of Achan for the ingot of gold, the 
guilty desire of Ahab for Naboth’s vine- 
yards; did nothing come of them ? In the 
first case the bad desire led to idolatry, 
in the second it led to theft, and in the 
third it led to murder. The sole way 
to keep ourselves from the infinite pos- 
sibility of sin is only to follow the 
exhortation of St. James: ‘Cleanse your 
hearts, ye sinners, purify your hearts, ye 
double-minded.” It is with the latter form 
of concupiscence. with the covetousness 
which is idolatry, that the extension of the 
commandment chiefly deals. It warns us 
against the greed of accumulation and the 
thirst for gold. Is it not an awtul thought 
that beside all the other mass of sin which 
the desire for money is constantly causing 
among mankind, even the apostle could be 
perverted by the love of gan? And have 
we not the tearful proofs in every genera- 
tion that the love of money is still the root 
of all men's evil? Does it not make the 
heart bleed to think of women rich in a 
good man’s love,of men high in reputation, 
and besides, of students eminent in attain- 
ments, who even in these last few months 
have also been dragged by the lust of ill- 
gotten gain into the unspeakable misery 
and mire? And do not nations also find 
the lesson, does not England find it? Is 
there no fear that avarice, the counter sel- 
fishness of capital and of labor, should fall 
like the star wormwood of the Apocalypse 
and poison all her streams with deathful 
bitterness? Is there no fear of cut- 
throat competition from selfish lux- 
ury in one class and raging envy 
in another? Was not this the 
utter curse and the blighting ruin 
of medieval Spain? Did not Cortes 
say to Montezuma: “‘Send us gold, for 
we Spaniards have a disease of the heart 
that can only be cured by gold.” “‘Since 
first the dominion of man was asserted 
over the ocean”—with these words a cele- 
brated book begins—*‘‘three thrones be- 
yond all others have been set upon its 
sands—the thrones of Tyre, of Venice, 
and of England. Of the first of these 
great powers only the memory remains, 
of the second ruin, the third, which in- 
herits their greatness, if its forgets their 
example, may be led through brighter 
eminence to less pitied destruction.” This 
commandment says to our England of to- 
day, ‘“Which wilt thou be, the freeman ot 
Christ or the bond slave of mammon? 
Which wilt thou be, the protector of the 
helpless or its destroyer? Which wilt 
thou be, an example to the world or its 
corrupter? Which wilt thou be, an evan- 
xy of the world, or its beast of burden? 

ich thou art beyond all nations and art 
ever becoming more and more rich. But 
wealth means weal, means well being, it 
does not mean riches and woe to thy weal, 
if the Pactolus of thy riches lose itself in 
the Phlegethon of drink or in the scum and 
sludge of selfish accumulations. If so, 
thy glory, as the great statesman said, 
‘shall tade like the Tyrian dye, and 
moulder like the Venetian palace.” And 
to myriads of Englishmen at this moment 
who, tossed with the mad intoxica- 
tion of an insatiable greed, sell 
honor, honesty, uprightness, peace, to 
get rich, bartering with the Eternal 
(God, to them the Tenth Commandment 
says: “Try to be rich to God, godliness 
is a great gain,” if a man be content 
with that he will be secure. “Take 
heed,” said Jesus. ‘“‘and beware, for man’s 
life consisteth not in the multitude of the 
things that he possesseth.” But this com- 
mandment teaches us something more 
than contentment, lovely, indeed, and full 
of happiness as a virtue. 

Utter content is but the passive form 
of the most fruitful of all virtues, it is 
self-sacrifice, but he who has ceased to 
desire will rejoice also to abstain; he who 
desires to cease that selfise greediness for 
what does not belong to him, or what he 
ought largely to share with others will 
be eager to give with wise generosity, 
he will find that herein is happiness. 
St. Edmund of Canterbury, one of 
our sweet English saints, used to 
leave his money on the sill of the window 
of his staircase for any one to take who 
would, and sometimes he would sprinkle 
dust over it saying, ‘‘Ashes to ashes, dust 
to dust.” Another great man said, “We 
have no time to get rich, the expulsive 
power of good expressions leaves no time 
for meaner passions. The lives of such 
saints poured silent contempt on gold, and 
how great is their reward! They are up- 
lifted above the base temptations which sur- 
round the toiling, moiling multitude. St.Paul 
calls the fifth commandment the first com- 

mandment that promises, but though the 
romise is unexpected every commandment 

1s a commandment with the richest promise. 
every obedience is accompanied by its im- 
mense beatitude. Love vg us by the 
sixth has bliss; purity wy t us by the 
seventh has heavenliness; hosesty taught 
us by the eighth has confidence; the mas- 
tery of the tongue taught us by the ninth 
has perfection; and this tenth command- 
ment, whilst being the root of all the others, 
combines all the others’ blessedness. Self 
abnegation, the subdual of concupiscence, 
means that the soul is satisfied with God. 
Dissatisfaction is the necessary curse of 
worldly life. ‘Vanity of pp gp 04 says one 
of the best known novels of the century, 
“‘which of us has what he desires, and hav- 
ing it is satisfied? Answer me, children of 
the world, votaries of self indulgence. 
slaves of gold, answer me and confess your 
misery. Can you have your souls in this 
heap of mud, are vou such poor mean 
beings that it is a sufficient end 
of lite for you to have a good 
balance at your banker's? Or have 
not you too heard the sound of harpy 
wings over your ledgers and your gold? 
Those harpies are the ghosts of vicious, 
fretful lawless passions, the vain, meagre 
spirits of wasted energy and the unappeas- 
ed flames of unsatisfied hope.” Contrast 
with this the peace of those whose passions 
are subdued, and whose heart is given to 
God. God gives him exactly what the 
world cannot give—perfect satisfaction. 
The picture of the world is ‘wickedness 
shall burn like fire, no man shall spare his 
brother, he shall snatch on the right hand, 
and be hungry, and he shall eat on the left 
hand and not be satisfied; but the good 
man is satisfied from himself, the meek 
shall eat and be satisfied, they shall be 
satisfied with the goodness of (God's house, 
God shall give them drink of his pleasure 
as out of a river. Covetousness means a 
curse, but he who gives all to Christ gains 
all from Christ ; he who will lose his life 
for Christ's sake will always find it. 
Can you imagine a more struggling and 
apparently miserable lot than that ot some 
poor harmless missionary in the depths of 
Africa? Not long ago a dying missionary 
wrote home from the wilds of Africa: 
“Tell my family and all my friends that I 
rejoice to have left all for Christ. Were 
my sacrifice to make again, I think as I 
lie here dying in a strange land 1 would 
make it again a thousand times. 1 would 
not change my lot for all the happiness of 
the world. 
And lastly, since this Commandment is 

thus deep and broad, it is not strange that 
it should have wrought most memorable 
effects in the spiritual history of mankind. 
It brought to two men convictions which 
have changed the conditions of the world 
and of the church. It made St. Paul the 
Apostle of the Gentiles, it made Luther 
the herald of the Reformation. You heard 
what St. Paul says in the lesson which was 
read to you. He tells us there that the 
day had been when he felt no sense of sin. 
Sin was dormant in him; itlay like a torpid 
snake amid the flowers of his siliauiioos- 
tion; he was unconscious of resistance te 
God and alienation from God, but this 
commandment: “Thou shalt not covet, 
thou shalt not desire” detected and evoked 
the sin within him. He saw that his 
accurate legality was the whitewash of the 
grave; he saw even his persecuting zeal 
was nothing better than arrogant and pas- 
sionate selfishness, and thus in the death of 
sin Christ found him and made him alive 
unto God. Paul, the furious persecutor, 
was changed by the conviction brought by 
this commandment into the Paul the ahi 
evangelist; Saul, the hated Pharisee, was 
changed into Paul the holy apostle. Noless 
mighty was the work it wrought for Martin 
Luther. It has been sometimes the case 
that the church, the visible church, has sunk 
into concupiscence and covetousness. 
Multitudes of priests in Luther's day had 
turned atheists as did Elias’ sons, who fill- 
ed the house of God withlust and violence. 
The Inquisition, founded in Spain by the 
most execrable of popes, made heaven 
black with the smoke of burning saints. 
Their pomp, their pride, their lies, their 
lecheries, their murders, their arrogant 
selt-assertion, their insatiable thirst for 
gold stank in the nostrils of mankind, whilst 
all the time they professed to hold in their 
exclusive polluted hands the keys ot even 
hell. In the city of Rome dwelt a man 
who called himself the Vicar of Christ. 
From this man it went forth to all the 
people of Europe that remission of sins 
could be bought as the price of money to 
be used for the building of a church. To 
Pope Leo X., that liveliest of jokers, this 
seemed as reasonable a way of raising funds 
for the church as any other.To one man,how- 
ever,this was not a jest,but an abomination 
and a blasphemy. One man, when the 
offer of absolution was being sold by the 
priests, thundered in their ears, and in the 
ears of the nations of Europe, “Thy 
money perish with thee.” The con- 
cupiscence, the covetousness, the evil 
desire of his own heart, had been re- 
vealed to him by God, who condemns it. 
He had found that, alike for peasants, 
such had become, there is deliverance from 
concupiscence in union with God, in 
Him who gave Himself up for the world. 
The covetousness of the church witnessed 
by Christ's self-sacrifice utterly appalled 
Martin Luther. It meant to him noth- 
ing but this, that the church was 
denying Christ, was selling herself to 
His enemy, and this voice, coming from 
a monk knowing only the cloister and 
the college produced such a national 
movement as neither kings nor priests 
could quell, for men knew in their inmost 
hearts that covetousness was eating up 
christendom, that kings were enslaved to 
it, and that priests were cherishing under 
a diverse title, and that no maxim of 
ethics, no ridicule of wits and no insur- 
rection of peasants could put it down, and 
that only in the name of God could it be 
encountered, only God could raise His 
church out of the pit that his ministers had 
been digging for it. The law which for- 
bids concupiscence led Luther as St. Paul 
to Christ. “This German beast,” said 
Leo X., *“‘cares nothing for gold;” a 
strange phenomenon when all the priests 
and all the world cared so much for 
gold; but because Luther did not care 
tor gold, and lived and died a very 
poor man, it raised the hearts of 
myriads of men to seek their treasure, 
where ke had done. in things above where 
Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. 
Ah! may we learn the lesson as a nation 
and a church, and,in our individual hearts, 
say only “Can we be delivered from the 
selt-will, which in a nation shows itself in 
social godlessness, in deep-seated corrup- 
tion, in idolatry, in lies, and fraud.” Ina 

church self-will is manifested by partizan- 
ship and subterranean intrigues,in a society 
it creates an atmosphere of gossip, scandal, 
and spite; in each individual heart this 
selt-will is a source of overflowing egotism, 
of claims of exaggerated selt-importance, 
an abject passion or admiration of self. 
Only Christ can deliver us; and the end 
of all commandments, and this command- 
ment most of all, is Christ. The 
commandments in our English ser- 
vice are most happily linked with 
the communion. We cannot have 
the joy of the one without obedi- 
ence to the other. If we lose the 
commandment to the nation we lose the 
gospel to mankind. When the law has 
taught us to embrace the gospel, the gos- 
pel enables us to fulfil the law. Itturns a 
deathful letter into the promise of life, it 
turns the fire of Sinai into the dew of Her- 
mon, and Moses and Elias are side by side 
with our transfigured Lord. Covetousness 
springs from perverted selt—the death of 
self is the life of Christ within us. But we 
cannot by our own power slay self. The 
law first evokes in us the resistence to a 
wy will, and then convinces us of our 
guilt; then shows us our own utter help- 
lessness, and, last of all, drives us helpless 
and self-condemned to the feet of Christ 
our Lord, to ask there with tears of peni- 
tence for His freely-given grace. and to 
find our sole hope and help, to find our 
very life and light in Him first, Him last, 
Him most, and without end. 

Religions in India. 

The recent census gives the following 
figures about religions in India: Hindus, 
207,654,407 ; Mohammedans, 57,365,204 ; 
Animal worshippers,9,302,083 ; Buddhists, 
7.101,057 ; Christians, 2,284,191; Sikhs, 
1,907,836; Jams, 1,416,109; Parsees, 
89,877: Jews, 17,180 ; Atheists and Agnos- 
tics, 289, 
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“Best Liver Pill Made” 
Positively cure BILIOUSNESS and SICK HEADACHE, 
all Liver and Bowel CU — Put up in Glass Vials. 
Thirty in a bottle, one a dose. They expel all ry nd 
from the blood. t from 
using them. Sold everywhere, or sent by mail for 
stamps ; 25 cts; five bottles 81.00. Full particulars free, 
LS. FOHNSON ¢ CO., 22 Custom House St., Boston, Mass, 
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For INTERNAL as much as EXTERNAL use. 

ORIGINATED 

By an Old Family Physician. 
Dropped on Sugar, Children Love 

$0 take it for Croup, Colds, Sore Throat, Cramps, Pains. 
Stops Inflammation in body or limb, like magic. Cures 

Delicate women find great bene! 

Coughs, Asthma, Catarrh, Colie, Cholera Morbus, Rheu- 
matie Pains, Neuralgia, Lame- Back, Stiff Joints, Strains, 
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WE ARE NOW SHOWING 

New Goods 
IN ALL DEPARTMENTS. 

STAPLE and FANCY DRY GOODS 

KITCHEN UTENSILS, ETC. 

Finest 
Assortment 

In Canada. 

JARPETS, 
CURTAINS, 
UPHOLSTERING GOODS, 
FURNITURE, 
MANTLES, 
MILLINERY, 
READY-MADE CLOTHING, 
LADIES BOOTS and SHOES, 

STATIONERY, 
CHINA, 
GLASSWARE, 
CROCKERY, 

N. B.—Mail orders promptly and carefully 
attended to. 

Henry Morcan & Co., 

CoronNiAL Housk, 

MONTREAL. 

McKinney's 
Night 
Dispensary. 

TO THE PEOPLE.—Please notice that I have 

removed my Drug Store tothe eorner opposite the 

old stand on Charlotte and St. James streets, where 

I also reside now, and will be prepared to fill pre- 

scription orders all night and all day, giving the 

same my personal attention. Customers during the 

night will please note Electric Bell on shop door 

which communicates with my residence. 

JAMES McKINNEY, Druggist, 

IT IS CERTAINLY A GREAT TRI 
BUTE TO MELISSA THAT SUCH 
PERSISTENT ATTEMPTS ARE 
MADE TO PRODUCE IMITATIONS. 

Counterfeit money to pass current even among 

the most ignorant must be made to resemble 

genuine coin. 

In like manner it is found necessary to even 

copy Melissa patterns and styles in the 

frantic effort to place imitation goods on the 

market. 

ALL IN VAIN. p 

The public are not so easily humbugged, and regard with undisguised con- 

tempt such an underhand and paltry manner of doing business. 

Our Melissa Cloths are manufactured by the largest and best mills in the 

country. All our patterns are made specially for ws and the mills guarantee 

they will neither reproduce them in any other cloth, nor sell them to any other 

firm. 

NEITHER DEAL IN COUNTERFEITS NOR PLAY SECOND 
FIDDLE. 
Copies of Melissa patterns must therefore be obtained from some of the smaller 
inferior mills in lower grades of cloth. 

NOTHING EQUAL TO MELISSA HAS EVER HERETOFORE 
BEEN PRODUCED either for Ladies’ Cloakings or Men's 
Ulsterings. There is a large range of the most fashionable 
colorings and patterns to choose from. The Cloth being 
thoroughly Rainproof you get, in a Melissa Cloak or Overcoat, 
a beautiful fine soft Woollen Garment having all the advantages 
of a Waterproof without any of the disagreeable or unhealthy 
qualities. 

WE 

Melissa Goods are now being sold by all the Leading Dealers 
throughout the Dominion, 

All genuine porous rainproof cloths are stamped in wax with the Melissa trade mark 
seal, and Melissa Garments have the above trade mark label attached. None other 

genuine. 

THE MELISSA MANUFACTURING CO., MONTREAL. 

We Can Do It for You. 
Tur advertisers in and the readers of 

ProGRrEss often compliment us upon its 

handsome appearance. ‘‘It is the best 

printed paper in Canada” is a frequent 

expression. The reason for this is good 

paper, good presses, good ink and good 

workmen. There is no reason, however, 

why your work should not be done as 

well as ours. We do the finest kind ot 

Job Printing, not only for City, but for 

Our 

prices are reasonable, and we endeavor 

| customers all over the provinces. 

to be as prompt as possible. If you have 

any printing you want done send to us for ' 

samples and prices and see what we can 

PROGRESS PRINT. 
do for you. 

Great Clothing Sale 
At the Blue Store, cor. Mill and Main 

Streets, North End, best stock of Ready- 

Made Clothing in the City at the lowest 

prices. Also a first-class stock of Ready-Made 

and Custom Clothing at the City Market 

Clothing Hall, 51 Charlotte Street. 

T. YOUNGCLAUS, Proprietor. 

We have only a few 

Children's 
Carriages 

On hand, and we will sell them Low to clear. 

EVERETT & MILLER, - 13 WATERLOO ST. 
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