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MORE ABOUT MANX FOLK

THE LITTLE ISLAND AND THE KIND
OF PEOPLE N'OUND THERLE.

Manxmen and Their Wives, Their Homes
and Belongings—Amplitude Tempered by
Thrift—Pictures of Manx Interiors—Char-
acteristics and Customs.

PekL, Isle of Man, Dec. 9, 1892.— Most
Manxmen, indeed all save the proprietors
of mountain farms, are also fishermen. In
a population of less than 50,000 souls, in-
cluding all town folk. it is estimated that at
least one in every five derives his chief
support from the harvests of the sea.
When boat builders and net-makers are
taken into account, the proportion would
be far greater.

Within the Manx yeoman's home the
picture is homely but pleasing. The house-
place, living-room and kitchen combined,
is on one side of a green painted door and
short passage. On the other is a narrow
slip of a parlor, for, as with the Stafford-
shire potters, the parlor is a hereditary and
necessary dignity with the Manxmen. It
is. as usual with other places of dignity,
the only place of discomfort in these kindly
island homes. In the centre of this room
will always be found a little square mahog-
any tghle. A family Bible rests upon it.
A half dozen ancient mahogany chairs
are adjusted against the walls with a
view to their support. A short, low-backed
mahogany-framed chintz settle is in the
window. Over the mantle piece 1s a huge
mirror whose texture is as choppy as the
surface of the Man-encircling sea ; but this
reflects in 8 zig-zag way a marvellous col-
lection of stuffed birds, dried grasses,
Clggedogs, vases and rampant shepherd-
essesy with sundry carvings from Druidic
days and huge shells which sailor-sons have
brought from far-off shores. This dim
little retreat is seldom disturbed. Fitly
enough it is almost exclusively~ sacred to
the uses of funerals and weddings.

But the comfort of the roomy old house-
place and kitchen atones for all this. The
stone hearth is deep and wide, and the feet
of a great family might all have place upon
it, with room for hide-and-seek for the little
ones between the owner’s chairs. The fire-
places are broad and deep and high, for
burning peat or wood, with huge, vast
chimneys above them, where a whole sheep
or pig might be roasted, and the great
chains and hooks for slinging the pots above
the fire, would bear the weight ot a cow or
an ox.

In some of these habitations_the chimney
is so set back and outward into the garden
that a genuine Scottish ‘‘ ingleneuk,” such
as may be found in the olden weavers’ vil-
lage of Gartenside, near Melrose, is formed,
with tiny, deep windows, splayed inwardly.
Others have at one side the Cornish ** ung-
carnar,” or fuel receptacle. There is always
a recess for storing peat or wood, some-
times finished like an old-time chest, with a
wide, long, deal cover. This provides a
rude settle, upon which, when not occupied
by some member of the family, will always

|

be found that strange but ever-beloved ani- |

mal. the tailless Manx cat. A ¢ stubbins,”
as this tailless cat of Man is called, is re-

garded in many districts of the 1sland with |

an affection bordering on veneration. It is
more than a superstitious notion, it is a
belief, that any one injuring a cat will suffer
dire harm when at sea ; for the progenitors
of this curious species were cast upon the
island from a wrecked ship, from which no
person was saved.

In one corner, on the fireplace side of

the room, will always be found the stately
dresser, set high in the room upon its four
crooked and slender legs. A wealth of
gaudy crockery ware ornaments its capa-
cious shelves, and one of its two deep
drawers provides for the reception of the
daily gathering of eggs, while the otheris
heaped to the edges with the weekly bak-

ing of barley clap-bread, still the stafl of

lite in most of the countryside homes.
Beyond this is the deal table, the family
board for common or festive uses. Itisa
huge stout affair white as the silvered bair

ot the dame whose mother's mother’s
mother set the example of its daily scour-
ing.

Between this and the dresser, as well as
beneath the latter, is a row of huge casks
and jars. The largest of these contaius
thc?atest of blessings to the Manxman,
his *“géay " or pickled herring or ‘' scad-
den.” In another is his store of salted
mutton or goose. In others are preserved
fruits and vegetables. This region is
sacred to the single supervision of the
housewite, and woe to the Manx lad or
lass in unlawful proximity. In the op-
posite corner is the family ‘* corner-cup
board,” the Mecca of all childish longings
and 4ager glances. More than all else this
recepfacle stamps the Manxman as a
bounteous liver. It is never known to be
lacking such comfortable matters as a few
pounds of home-made butter, toothsome
skim-milk cheese, pots of honey and coarse
jam, and slices of fancy bread and cake.
All this, outside the family’s requirements,
serves in a most genial countryside custom.
Stranger or neighbor never calls at Manx
cottage without invitation to eat and drink ;
and neighbor's children are never sent
away from a Manxman's home without
carrying in their chubby fists some hospita-
ble token from the generous corner cup-
board.

Huge wooden chairs, and great-arm
chairs which might have come down from
King Orry’s time, give the place an atmos-

|

phere of restfulness. Flitches of bacon,
golden brown from their bronzing of peat
smoke, hang temptingly from the rafters
below the thatching. The tiny windows
are shadowed with snowy muslin, and the
light is mellowed and softened asit is filter-
ed through a tracery of plants. The
flames flicker blue above an abundance of
glowing peat, changing the great fireplace
anon from orange to purple ; while, ticking

comfortably and with a friendly and com-
anionable sound, a huge eight day clock
ooks blandly down upon all. Not gorge-
ous homes these, but they are homes of in-
tegrity, comfort and content, every one.

Strictly speaking the Manx are a serious
people. They are not given to festivities.
They are comfortable, happy and content
during all the year, rather than hilarious
and turbulent at stated periods and moody
and discontented in the long and mournful
intervals. Thereis but one day in the year
which may be regarded as of national im-
portance. That is Tynewald day in mid-
summer when the laws of the land are
promulgated and solemnly ratified by court
and people. Now as a thousand years ago
all Manxland comes to the purple glen
where this ceremonial takes place, for a tew
hours stands face to tace with customs of
Saga times, and returns to the centuries-old
Manx homes with the precious wraiths of
King Orry and his Norse lawgivers revived
in giant presences.

The ordinary amusements of lowly Ku-
ropean folk have little place among them.
A surpassing calm, as it these folk endless-
ly stood in the presence of a mighty and
heroic past. seems to brood upon island
and islanders. When midsummer days have
come, the fires of Beltean are lighted.
They flash from height to height, as in
pagan days. No one can tell you why it is
done. There is no weird and fetish exalta-
tion in these scenes as in some parts of

Ireland, in the Scottish highlands and in | : ‘
man Who misses opportunity is forever

Cornwall. Of course the flames drive away
all witches, but with these staid folk the
fire of Bael must burn today not in super-
stitious need but because the Manx fore-
fathers never failed to light them.

Indeed unswerving loyalty to established

customs in their marked characteristic and |

highest charm. They have utterly grown
out of superstitious incident, dread or mo-
tive which gave importance to the origin of
many, but hold to the act and fact ot tra-
dition with changeless zeal. *‘Our fathers
did thus and so.
our fathers, caring not for their reasons,
save that they had them,” governs all re-
tention of what may seem incongruous and
uncanny to you and to me.

Weddings are almost secret affairs. All
the tender and forgivable excitements of
preparation are attended with rigorous and
austere repression ot publicity. No one
cantell you why. Itis simply so. It has
always been so. On the contrary, as in
Cornwall, funerals are drawn out to the
utmost limit of sympathetic attention. The
body is carried, never driven, to the
churchyard. \
sumed from the start to the church. In-
numerable delays give occasion for innum-

erable outbursts of affection, and the sing-

ing of an equal number of lugubrious
psalms, intoned in such shrill minor strains
that the weirdest and most thrilling of keen-
ing at Irish wakes is often surpassed. The
origin of this custom is also mystery. No
matter to the sturdy Manx. Anything diff-
erent would be sorrow for the living, a
wrong to the dead.

In the tender holiday time when these
words will be read, Manx folk of the re-
mote countrysides will have already cele-
brated their most cherished custom.
Though discountenanced by the clergy it
has almost fiercely held itse own since the
introduction ot Christianity in the island.
This is the service ot Oiel Verree, un-
doubtedly a corruption ot Feaill Vorrey,
literally the Feast ot Mary. 'To supercede
this. church authorities hold Christmas eve

services. DBut they are ot no avail. When

We respect the doings of

Hours, often days are con- |

|

the lights are out, some one is always found |

with a key to the sacred edifice.

Then |

from the remotest corners of the parish |
come all, voung and old, eack with a long |

lighted tallow dip, tied about with a bit ot
ribbon or rosetie.

As the midnight nears, old men advance |

towards the communion and chant the wild-
est, wvildcst.carols and ditties mortal ears
may k’uow. Most are addressed to the

Virgin® Some are in honor ot Saga-time |
heroes.  Still others are ot wreck and |
death. Singers and listeners often reach a |

tremendous pitch of exultation.
and wild these midnight scenes at the mo-
ment of Nativity in Manxland. ‘The bardic
strain of old, held true and firm down the
shining line of a thousand years, thus once

each year flashes its flame through Chris-
tian fervor in this ¢* dear little Isle ot Man.™ |

EpGar L. WAKEMAN.

0ld Loorks a Bad Investment.

The day of old books as an investment
has been a long time going, but it may now
be regarded as almost it not quite gone.
This fact is very plainly indicated by the
prices which are being paid for the books
in the Apponyi Library, now in course of
dispersal. The first three days’ sale show-
ed an average of considerably under £2
per volume. Eight years ago, when the
Syston Park Library, formed by Sir John
Thorold, and not differing very greatly
from the Apponyi collection, came under
the hammer,the result was the average of
£14 per volume. A comparison between
the prices realized at the two sales for
identical books is also somewhat startling,
considering that only such a brief period
has intervened. ‘T'khe Aldini first edition of
¢Aristotle and Theophrastus™ was at the
earlier sale appraised at £51; the Apponyi
copy went for £17. The first edition of St-
Augustine’s treatise ** De Civitate Dei,”

rinted in the Monastery of Soubiaco, falls
trom £66 to £25; and even the tamous
Ximenez *‘Biblia Polyglotta,” of which
only a very few copies can ever come again
into the open market, shows a decline in
value of about £60. Ia many instances
books which eight years ago sold for
pounds now ouly realize as many shillings.
A tew exceptions, however, occur here and
there. Clearly old books are not a safe
investment, and the man who wants to make
money out of book-collecting must put it
into the first editions of Dickens, Thack-
eray, and other modern writers. — Pall

Mall Budget.

Beats a BEurglar Alarm.

A music box prevented a robbery in St.
Lows the other night. W. A. Meany,
newly married, received among his wedding
gifts a handsome box. The robbers broke

[

into his house and had managed to gather
together a lot of plunder, when they mis-
took the music box for a jewel casket and
tried to open it. In doing so they set the
music machine in motion Jand presently Mr.
Meany was roused from his slumbers by
the touching strains of ** Auld Lang Syne.”
Mr. Meany got his gun and started for the
burglars and they started for a window.
He arrived at the drawing room doorway
just in time to see the two burglars leaping
from the window. He fired, but the rob-
bers continued their flight.

FATAL! THAT IS A TRAGIC WORD!

There is a good deal of rain in

Canada. The property of rain is to
wet. Itis vexatious. It is dangerous.

Sometimes it is fatal.

In the city there is the friendly
door or archway. In the country
there ave only the sky and fields. The
ain has too much room. Thatis the
trouble.

What a perve:sse thing life is.

You have had youreye on that ad-
joining farm. The other fellow steps
in and buys it.

You have had your heart set on
that pretty Miss Sweetbrier in the
village. The other fellow gets the
first prompt word in, and you ave lost.
in the Town

There is a concert
Hall. You have promised to take
Miss Mossrose.  The rain falls in
torrents,
AND YOU HAVE NOT GOT A MELISSA.

“ Ah,” savs Miss Mossrose sweetly
to your rival, = we have both got our
melissas, and so we can defy both
wind and rain.”

And here is a profound moral—the

lost.

We must have the heart and hand |

to dare at the right moment.
AND MELISSA FOR THE COLD AND RAIN,

And that is about the whole of life.

A handsome Tweed overcoat with
plenty of warmth. A perfect rain-
proof” garment, which can defy all the
waters of Niagara, and yet as porous
as ordinary cloth.  That is Melissa.

Melissa, after the misery of the
rubber coat, is a jov. The note it
strikes is comfort.  Solid. unmitigat-
ed. abiding comfort.

Be sure you get the real ~Melissa.”
All genuine porous  rain-proof cloths
are stamped in wax with the Melissa
trade-mark seal. and Melissa garments
have the trade-mark label attached.
None other genuine.

THE MELISSA MANUFACTURING CO.
MONTREAL.

J. W.MACKEDIHK & CO.

wholesale Agents for the Dominion.

LIQuiD

GLUE

A STRANC- HANDY--DURABLE
GLUE POT b v
ALWAYSs | lends evervthing that Glue will Mead.
Small pack for household use.
READY -\:’encinr;m:g:;orgluc;mniw "
;g : 'Don’t Forget “CHASFE'S.”
{ TR L ke T Bl
{Sold by all Dru s A and
WITHOUT |Sid by il Druggiets, Statlagars and

HEATING. (10 cents.

CANADA.:

 GILNOUR & G0, MONTREAL, |

The cheapest brightest and best monthly paper

n e ominion.
old are pleased, the young are delighted.

she

triotic Canadian can afforl to be without it.7gIt |

grows in favor everywhere, from Atlantic to Pacific.
Subscription, 50 cents a year.

Special Offer.

In order to test the valne of PROGRESS as an
advertising mediam, we ofier CANADA a whole
year to unyone sending us 25 cents in postage
stamps before January 1, 1893, and mentioning
PROGRESS. Address:

55 MATTHEW R. KNIGHT, Hampton, N B.

GoTo

Strange |

Cowan's Grocery

Cor. Sidney and L.einster
Streets

o

ROLL BUTTER,
HENERY EGGS.

r
BAKED BEAHS, :SEGEE’S

When t appears, the |
No pa- |

B. B. BLIZARD, §t. John, N. B.

Kiduey and Suowflake Potatoes

WATSONS’ COUCH DRCPS |

WILL GIVE POSITIVE AND INST=-
ANT RELIEF TO THOSE SUFFERING
FROM COLDS, HOARSENESS, SORE
THROAT,ETC.,AND ARE INVALUABLE
TO ORATORS AND VOCALISTS. R. &
T. W. STAMPED ON EACH DROP. TRY THEM

LA L L DR S

== HOREHOUND
AnD ANISEED.

CROUP, WHOOPING COUGH.
COUGHS AND COLDS.

OVER 40 YEARS IN USH.
25 CENTS PER BOTTLE.

ARMSTRONG & CO., PROPRIETORS,
SAINT JOHN, W. B

'nmnufactured by D. W Karrn & Co., valued at $500,

A Few Dictionaries Left!

Our supply is nédrly exhausted ‘and we are not
sure of being able to get more at the same low

v & T

=

price. SPEAK NOW if you want it.

ROGRES

all

MADE in the Maritime Provinces.

Hundreds Have Taken Advantage of it.

M l:,vcry.weel'( l.)lctmnarms are being sent out to different parts of the Provinces.
I'his is a big dictionary, containing 1615 pages, 1500 illustrations and an appendix of

10,000 words.

$3.95

ProGress has now a circulation much larger

Has a large subscription list, but it does not include
the
That is the aim of the publisher, and it is being accomplished slowly but surely.
It is quite a contract, but when people get hold of a good paper it does not re-
quire much exertion to get them to become subscribers.

Here is an Opportunity

Some time ago arrangements were made to give subscribers a large Webster
Dictionary, at a low cost, solow as to make it ONE OF THE GREATEST OFFERS EVER

I'he subscription price of ProGress is £2.00 a year, but you can get it

families in the three provinces.

£3.95.

-

Note

I'his is an offer that cannot remain

and the book for well the B
price.
open for ever. 'T'he sole idea is to get new

subscribers for ProGress. We want the

largest subscription list that a provincial
paper ever had, and are bound to get it.

q . y > arit: » Provine ‘ N 1t 1 DY S
than any other Maritime Province paper, but it is sold largely by agents an dnewsboys

Subscribers are wanted also, and genuine bargains are offered as inducements.

A BiG BOOK. A BIG PAPER. A BIG COMBINATION.
Something Everybody Needs.

BIG DICTIONARY "

your possession does not necessarily mean that you will astonish your
friends with big words, but there are hundreds of things you should

know and want to know, but
When the

Language is concerned you are ne

out without asking.

loss if you have a good Webster.
you ever get a better chance to get one?

open for ever. TAKE ADVANTAGE OF IT N(

you have children they could not have a better picture

book.
all mean something ;
what they mean.

and it is no trouble to

The book for the Home, the School and the Office.

cannot find

ver at a
And when did
Y

probably seen this offer before, but it zannot remain

Firreex THousaNDd ILLUSTRATIONS !

English

ou have
If

YW,

They
find out

Don’t forget the price.

The paper for the multitude.

E. S. CARTER, Publisher “Progress,” St, John, N. B.

l
1855 .
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ESTABLISHED

YLOR

FIRE &BURGLAR

THAT WILL WELL REPAY AN

INVESTIGATION

WHO
8Y THOSE Stsire TO SECURE

THE BEST SAFE |

v & JTAYLOR. |
TORONTO SAFE WORKS.

TORONTO.
MONTREAL VANCOUVER |
W/NNIPEG VICTORIA |

Agent for the Mavitime Provinces

|
|
|

|
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GINTMENT

—— 18 A CERTAIN CURE FOR——
Piles, Fever Sores, Sorves of any kind., Ring- |
worm, Chapped Hands, Cuilbiains, |
Frost Bites, Warts, Corns, ele.
And its efteect on a Burn or Scald is reallv astonish
ing; it removes the anguish in a very short time
without leaving a blister.

PRICE, 50 cenis per Pot; $5 per dozen; |
Six dozen $26 ; One Gross $50. ;

FOR SALE BY ALL DRUGGISTS.

This Ointient is put up i white stone pots with

the above (Trade Mark ) None genuine without it.

Prepared wholly by JOHN A.SEGEE, successor
to Jas. V. . Segee, Durham street, St. John, N. B.
for

A Christmas Present i

In the window of the KANDY KITCHEN, 165
Barrington street, Halifax, is a Glass Vase (that
ho ds about three quarts) filled with candies known
as dceoteh Mixture, and beside it is an elegant

CABINET P 'A N o |

UPRIGHT

also a 14 K. SOLID GOLD LADIES’ HUNT-
ING CASE WATCH. Now the enterprising pro-
prietor of the K.K. purposes giving the Piano to the
one that guesses the exact or nearest to the number
of candies in jur, contents to be counted by same
committee that seaied said jar, and next best guesser
to have the Watch.

A Guess Check is given free with every 10 cent

urchase, two with 20 cents, etc. On receipt of One
f)ollar ($1.00) a 5 pound box of their celebrated
mixture consisting of Plain and Nut Taffy, Buttter
Cups, Butter Scotch, Bon Bons, Chocolate Creams,
etc., ete., all fresh and delicious, nicely packed in
wax paper, and (worth 40 cents per pound), will be
ship to your address with (10) ten guess checks,
giving you ten chances to get the Piano or Watch.

Present to be awarded Dec. 31st, 1892,

Piano was bought at Miller Bros.,Granville street,
Sole Agents.

Write your estimate on each half of guess check,
keep one yourself, and mail the other to us.

Charles Dickens’ Complete Works—15 vols

Given for one new or renewal subscription and $4.50
additional

e e

VL __43 ‘lk
49 it i 3
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We have no premium that 1s so great a bargain as our Set of Dickens in 15 volumes ;

kandsome cloth binding, plain large print with 257 illustrations. This set of books is

listed at $15. but usually sells for the bargain retail price $7.50. Our price to old ot

new subscribers w-th a years subscription i1s $6.50.

’

Thackeray’s Complete Works—10 vols. g
__Given for one new or renewal subscription and $2,90 additiona ?
Thackeray’s works, = = T IR,

10 volumes, handsome- : ot < o, g = RSB TIEE

ly bound in cloth,libr-

ary edition, with 177 §

»

illustrations for £2.90 [&
is an unequalled offer.

Wedonot think it will | | | !
last long because our |~ | ! i ?2;,--'L‘i'-*-,::'..'-],,,;u;p‘.ﬁ,;_:;. OERamackend (] !
supply is limited, and s e T il ‘ 9%/ | :
we may not be able to }’&J;«ﬁ;ﬁ E;\; :((, , >, “

duplicate our orders at [NakshonSi WKWUR?W\"" N 2L . ' '
the same figure. The | | r‘:"f nm'."‘wﬂRKWURKS,WURHSWCRKS
rvtailll bargain price is | h il 9 ol T | & 4 li
usually $6.00. The = e ADed T‘ 3
set is listed at £10.00. {2 JG(Né 2‘,;(;%‘1
Given for one new or = ‘ i
renewal subscription
and $2.90 additional.

ASK YOUR CROCER FOR
The Celebrated ?
'
5
b
2 ¥ "’:"‘-5.'
Annual Sales Frceed 33 MILLION Lbs.
For Samples sent Free write to C. ALFRED CHOUILLOU, MONTREAL.

THIS GIFT

Has a value unmeasured, for it makes
womun's work lighter, bealthier, pleasanter.
This gitt is the best of its kind in the
world, and all the world knows it.

CARPET A Bissell Carpet Sweeper
of modern style is the gift of all gilts. Tis

SWEE PER a practical gift. Other Sweepers are toys in

LR e e by will lighten the burdensd comparison. 'Tis a beautiful gift—a gift
that will last half a lifetime. 'Tis the Queen of all Christmas presents. Sold by

COLES, PARSONS & SHARP, 0 Charlotte §t.

Hér Christmas
Present

A
New Style

BISSEL.L

. \
RS e ks oot sl . ol P T N R, on hll e
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