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THE CATACOMBS OF ROME.

Constructed for lmrylng Places, Not for
Refuges from Persecution,

The Catacombs, says an English paper,
owe their origin to Roman toleration. The
imperial government protected by law the
burial clubs, composed mostly of poor
people who, by regular contributions,
secured decent interment for their relatives
and friends.

The Catacombs were excavated by the
early Christians for the express and sole
purpose of burying their dead. The hope
of th= resurrection of the body made them

avt;tj”n, o the custom of cremation then pre-
valing among the Greeks and the Romans.

They adhered to the older Jewish custom
of burying the dead in rock-hewn tombs

and galleries. Hence the close resemblance
ot Jewish and Christian cemeteries in
Rome. After Constantine, when the
Christians could afford to buy and hold
land and could bury their dead without
tear of disturbance, they located their
cemeteries above ground around their
churches and chapels.

~ue Roman Catacombs are long and nar-
row passage or cross-galleries, excavated
in the bowels of the earth in the hill outside
and around the city, for the burial of the
dead. They are dark and gloomy, with
only occasional ray of light trom above.
The galleries have two or more stories, all
filled with tombs, and form an intricate net-
work of subterranean labyrinth. Small
compartments for the reception of the dead
were cut out like shelves in the perpendic-
ular walls and rectangular chambers for
families of distinguished martyrs. They
were closed with a slab of marble or tile.
The more wealthy were laid in sarcophagi.
The ceiling is flat, sometimes slightly
arched. Space was economised so as to
leave room usually only for a single person,
the average width of the passages being 25
and 3 teet. This economy may be traced
to the poverty of the early Christians, and
also to their strong sense of community in
life and in death. The little oratories with
altars and episcopal choirs cut in the tufa
are probably of later construction, and could
accommodate only a few persons at a time.
They were suited for funeral services and
private devotion, but not for public worship.

The furmture of the Catacombs is instruc-
tive and interesting, bnt most of it has been
removed to churches and museums, and
must be studied outside. Articles of orna-
ment, rings, seals, bracelets, necklaces,
mirrors, tooth-picks, ear-picks, buckles.
brooches, rare coins, innumerable lamps of
clay (terra cotta) or of bronze (even of
silver and amber), all sorts of tools, and,
in the case of children a variety of play-
things were enclosed with the dead. Many
of these articles are carved with the mono-
gram ot Christ, or with other christian
symbols.

The instruments of torture which the fer-
tile imagination of credulous people had
discovered, and which were made to prove
that almost every christian buried in the
Catacombs was a martyr, are simply imple-
ments of handicraft. The instinct ot
nature prompts the bereaved to deposit in
the graves of their kindred and friends
those things which were constantly used by
them. The idea prevailed also, to a large
extent, that the future life was a continua-
tion of the occupations and amusements ot
the present, but free from sin and imper-
fection.

On opening the graves the skeleton fre-
quently appears even now very well pre-
served, sometimes in dazzling whiteness,
as covered witha glistening glory, but falls
into dust at the touch.

The tollowing symbols, borrowed trom
the Scriptures, were trequently represented
in the Catacombs, and relate to the virtues
and duties of the christian life: the dove,
with or without the olive branch, the type
of simplicity and innocence; the ship, re-
presenting sometimes the Church as safely
sailing through the flood of corruption,
with reference to Noah's Ark, sometimes
the individual soul on its voyage to the
heavenly home under the conduct of the
storm-controlling Saviour ; the palm-branch
which the seer of the Apocalypse puts into
the hands of the elect as the sign ot victory ;
the anchor, the figure of hope; the lyre,
denoting festal joy, sweet harmony ; the
cock, an admonition to watchfulness, with
refef ace to Peter’s fall; the hart, which
pa~+for the fresh-water brooks; and the
vine, which, with its branches and clusters,
illustrates the union of the Christians with
Christ according to the parable (John xv.
1-6) and the richness and fulness ot chris-
tian lite. **What the early Christians felt,”
says Dean Stanley, ‘*was a new moral in-
fluence, a new lite stealing through their
veins, a new health imparted to their
frames, a new courage breathing in their
faces, like wine to a weary laborer, like
sap in the hundred branches of a spreading
tre b like juice in the thousand clusters of
« /;reading vine.”

The most favourite symbol in the Cata-
combs is the fish. This can only be pro-
perly understood from the Greek word for
fish, which 1s ichthys. 'This is a pregnant
anagram containing the initial letters of the
words—dJesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour.
The fish, therefore, was an allegorical
designation of Christ in his character (the
Son of God) and his mission (the salvation
of the world.)

At the same time, the fish was also the
symbol ot the christian saved by the Great
Fisher of Men from the sea of the world.
It thus combined the ideas of the Redeemer
and the redeemed. It reminded the chris-
tian also of the water of baptism, Tertullian
says, quaintly enough: **We little fishes
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(pisciculi) are born by our fish (secundum
Iehthyn nostrum), Jesus Christ, in water,
and can thrive only by continuing in water”
(that is, if we are faithtul to our baptismal
VOwSs.)

In some pictures the mysterious fish is

swimming in the water with a plate of bread
and a cup of wine on his back, with evident
allusion to the Lord's Supper.

The oldest Ichthys monument, as tar as
known, was discovered in 1865, in the ceme-
try of Domitilla, a hitherto inaccessible part
of the Roman Catacombs, and is traced by
De’Rossi to the first century.

The symbol of the fish continued to be
used till the middle of the fourth century.
After this date it occurs occasionally, as a
reminiscence of olden times.

IN THE ANGLICAN CALENDAR.

Second Sunday in Advent.—Who Santa
« ClansWas.—A Festival of the B. V. M.

" To-morrow will be the second Sunday in
Advent, and the liturgical colors of violet
in the Western and red in the Sarum use,
with two altar lights, belong to it and the
other days of the week, except Tuesday
and Thursday, as noted below.

Thursday will be the feast of St. Nicholas,
bishop and confessor, and the proper colors
for the day are white or yellow, according
to the use, with two lights.

So much is to be told of this dearly be-
loved saint, whose name is loved and
honored wherever the cross has been set
up and children are found, that the brief
space permissable in this column is of little
avail to recount his good works to the little
children, friendless maidens, the oppressed
and the stranger. He 1s the patron saint
of Russia and of many classes of people in
other christian lands. He is the Santa
Claus of whom every child has heard,because
it was his labor of love to bring joy to the
little ones in his life on earth, and he is
always inseparable from the thought of the
birth of Him who was the light of the
world, and who said, *‘Suffer little children
| to come unto me and forbid them not, for

such is the kingdom of (God.”

; St. Nicholas was born early in the fourth
| century, and died in 342. He is believed
| to have been persecuted, imprisoned and
|
f

tortured under Diocletian and Maximin,
but he survived to be one of those glorious
confessors who were at the council of Nicaea,
whea that great creed of the catholic
church, ““*Credo in unum Deum,” was form-
ulated by the fathers in 325. At this coun-
cil it is related that his usual gentle nature
was so indignant at the denials of the divinity
of Christ by Arius,the original and notorious
heretic, that he dealt him a heavy blow on
the jaw. It is related of im that as soon
as he was born he at once stood upright
turning eastward and looking upward,
joined his baby hands in prayer. He knew
how to fast as soon as he knew how to feed,
and kept the fasts Wednesday and Friday.
His parents died when he was but a boy,
leaving him a fortune which he distributed
to the poor where the needs werz greatest.
As for himself, aiter his ordination as a
priest, he never tastedwine or flesh,but went
barefoot, and slept on the bare earth ora
plank. Almost numberless are the stories
of the good deeds he did in protecting the
innocent and succoring the friendless, of
which some account mav be given at an-
other time. He was archbishop of Myra,
where he was buried but when Mahome-
danism prevailed in Asia a band of sailors
translated his body to Bariin the Neapoli-
tan territory, that it might rest in a christian
land.

Thursday will be the feast of the Con-
ception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a
festival introduced into England by the
great St. Ansel in the year 1150. The
color for the day is white in both uses,
with four altar lights. The collect for the
day in the Sarum Missal is: “O Geod,
mercifully hear the supplication ot Thy
servants ; that we, who are assembled to-
gether on the Conception of the Virgin
Mother of God, may at her intercession be
delivered by Thee from the dangers which
beset us, through, ” etc.

This festival has always been held in
honor by the catholic church, and not the
less by many in the Anglican communion
who may feel that while there may be a
possibility of an excess of devotion to the
B. V. M. in the cultus of the church of
Rome, too little reverence is paid her by
those who day after day repeat her
prophecy that ‘‘from henceforth, all gener-
ations shall call me Blessed.”

Up to the year 1854, the question of the
Immaculate Conception of the B. V. M.
had been a matter in which all catholics
were free to have a pious belief, but on the
8th of December in that year Pope Pius IX,
speaking ex cathedra, solemnly defined it
as an article of faith, binding on all in the

communion of the church of Rome. The
subject is one on which there has been a
vast amount of learned controversy, some
of which has had a special interest for the
people of St. John, within the last few
years.

Professor Dlackie once remarked that
when he had more leisure he did read
novels, and those of Dickens and Walter
Scott made most impression upon him, be-
cause they were full of the gospel of human-
ity and Jesus Christ, and left him with more
of the milk of human kindness.

Men are not determined among them-
selves on the definition of avarice. The
prodigal sees it even in the generous man ;
and the avaricious one calls generosity ¢x-
travagance.
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NEWS AND NOTABILIA,

The churches buiit in America in 1891
numbered 8,508.

This life is but a gasp compared with
the eternity that has preceded and will
tollow it.

The first christian building in Tokio was
erected twenty-five years ago. There are
now ninety-two christian churches and
chapels there.

According to Scandinavian legends the
swallow hovered over the cross, singing :
“Svalv! Svala!” (Cheer up! Cheer up!)
and hence it receives the name of svala, or
swallow, *‘the bird of consolation.”

A Bible meeting was recently held in
Madagascar, at which 1,246 persons were
present, many of whom had come from 10
to 25 miles, some on foot, some in canoes.
11 different churches were represented.

Archdeacon Denison, who is two years
older than Mr. Gladstone, has sent to the
press a sequel to his ‘‘Notes ot my Life,”
published in 1879, in which he will give a
snmmary of the later period of his eventful
career.

A revised version of the Apocrypha,
from the same hands that revised the Ola
and New Testament, will soon come from
the university presses of Oxford and Cam-
bridge. This was a part of the original
plan entered on in 1872 for the revision of
the Bible.3L 'k ol ikl eg AT.8

The Rev. Dr. David Greer, rector of St.
Bartholomew's Episcopal church, New
York, having a sufilcient private income
for his own needs, turns over his entire
salary for the relief of the poor, and as his
salary is $15,000 a year the relief is a sub-
stantial one.

An inmate of an Armenian convent in
Jerusalem died a short time ago at the age
of 115 years. The official announcement
of her death includes the remarkable state-
ment that she entered the convent at the
age of 17, and from that time until her de-
cease, a period of 98 years, was never out-
side the convent walls.

Archdeacon Farrar, chaplain of the Brit-
ish house of commons, does not leave West-
minster immediately after offering his regu-
lar prayer, but sits in the gallery often and
studies the members and proceedings. One
result of this observation is a critical article
in the current Contemporary Review on
parliamentary oratory.

It is said that to few men was the bible
more familiar than to the late E. A. Free-
man, the historian. He had evidently stud-
ied it diligently as a child, and it has be-
come so completely part of bimself that its
words and phrascs continually appear, per-
haps unconsciously to himself, in his con-
versation and in his writings. i

How careful should parents be of their
language in the presence of their children.
You cannot impose upon them. You can
change your clothes, and go with them rev-
erently to church; but af home you show
what you are. If a married pair have the
testimony ot their children that they live in
the right way before God, it is worth more
than the most costly diploma.

An English writer says that there are
preachers who dramatise the Scriptures,
who introduce into their discours=s mmaci-
nary dialogues, who aim at saying smart
things to raise a laugh, and who deal great-
ly in scenic paintings in which the colors
are bold. He cannot too strongly reprobate
a practice like this; it is degrading the
pulpit; it is bringing into it the wretchec
artifices of the mob-orator.

After the murder of Missionary Williams
by the mnatives of KErromanga, Bishop
Selwyn, with a Samoan teacher, was the
first to visit the island. When they came
to the scene of the tragedy they knelt
reverently and prayed that the blood of the
martyrs might open a path for the spread
of the Gospel. That their prayers have
been answered has been abundantly verified.
This island, chiefly remarkable as the
grave of five martyred missionaries, has
now become Christian. It is said that
there are now 2,555 converts.

It is said that the number of workers
enrolled under the barner of the Salvation
Army in the United States is 11.000.
During the year these have labored among
13,199,898 persons, and made 32,433 con-
versions, They have occupied 462 cities
and towns, eatablished 555 outposts, re-
cruited 1,500 officers and 13,000 soldiers.
The slum officers of New York, Boston,
Philadelphia and Chicago have visited
35,034 tamilies, given away 5,967 meals,
cared for 6,384 children, and performed
mnch other necessary work as well. The
Shelter Brigade has found employment for
654 persons, provided beds for 14,966,
meals {6r 23,000 and effected 571 conver-
sions.

Three years ago there were three English
cardinals—Newman, Manning and How-
ard. Today there is not one, remarks a
Catholic weekly. The late Cardinal How-
ard had been in a poor condition, physically
and mentally, for some years. He failed
to remember his oldest friends, and some-
times would not take meals for days to-
gether. For years past it would have been
difficult to recognize in the pinched and
emaciated frame of the cardinal the gay

oung life guardsman who was chosen for
{is good looks and fine physique, to lead
the procession at the Duke of Wellington’s
funeral. In those days young Howard
looked every inch a soldier, and it was
greatly to his friends’ surprise that they
learned ot his going to Rome and entering
the ecclesiastical state.

One noteworthy feature of the recent
general convention of episcopalians at
Baltimore was that the most of the bishops
present possess the size and stature that
usually characterize members of the epis-
copale, says Harper’s Weekly. This fact
recalled to one of the delegates the story
of the embarrassing position in which an
English lecturer once found himself. He
was discussing, before a Yorkshire
audience, on American characteristics, and
dilated on the small physique of Americans..
It happened that Bishop Phillips Brooks,
Mr. Robinson of Boston and Rev. Dr. Me-
Vicker ot Philadelphia were present, and
each of these gentleman rose and exhibited
himself as an American whose stature did
not excite remark among his countrymen.
As the shortest ot them—Mr. Robinson—
was six feet feet tall, and Dr. McVicker
nearly a foot taller, this visible proof of the
inaccuracy of his remarks disconcerted the
speaker, and he left the platform in con-
fusion.

Where Faith is Satisfied.

Nature is certainly as much the voice of
God as is Revelation. We might misun-
derstand that voice either in Nature or
Revelation ; but the voice itself must be
true, and our faith is to be shown by our
simple acceptance of it, without any regard
to consequences. When two such voices
seem to contradict each other, faith is not
startled or uneasy. -She does not look
about for some reconciling theory, still less

does she suEpress any fact because it does
not fit into her system, She remains calm,
self-sustained, and satisfied that there is an
agreerient, and that the seeming disagree-
ment is altogether the fault of the present
ignorance of man.

Renan took the typical French view
when he said: I prefer an immoral
people to a fanatical people ; for immoral

masses are not vexatious, while fanatical
masses stupify the world, and a stupid
world ceases to interest me ; I prefer tosee
it die.”

For Bronchitis

“I never realized the good of a medicine
so much as [ have in the last few months,
during which time I have suffered intensely
from pneumonia, followed by bronchitis.
After trying various remedies without
benefit, I began the use of Ayer's Cherry
Pectoral, and the effect has been marvelous,
a single dose relieving me of choking, and
securing a good night's rest.” —T. A.
{*!igginbotham. Gen. Store, Long Mountain,

a.

La Grippe

‘“Last Spring I was taken down with la
grippe. At times I was completely prostrat-
ed, and so difficult was my breathing that
my breath seemed as if confined in aniren
cage. I procured a bottle of Ayer's Cherry
Pectoral, and no sooner had I began taking
it than relief followed. I could not believe
that the effect would be so rapid.”"—W. H.
Williams, Cook City, S. Dak.

Lung Trouble

*For more than twenty-five years, I was
a sufferer from lung trouble, attended with
coughing so severe at times as to cause
hemorrhage, the poroxysms frequently last-
ing three or four hours. I was induced to
try Ayer's Cherry Pectoral, and after taking
four bottles, was thoroughly cured. I can
confidently recommendthis medicine."~Franz
Hofmann, Clay Centre, Kans.

AYER’S
Cherry Pectoral

Prepared by Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass,
Sold by all Druggists. Price $1; six bottles, $3.

Prompt to act, sure to cure
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“THE FINEST IN THE LAND.”

That C. B. MARK
is Stamped on each
Chocolate.

GANONG BROS., (Ltd.), St. Stephen, N. B.

ALWAYS INSURE Insurance Company of
your property in the PHGN lx HARTFORD, COP‘N.
WHY Because of its STRENGTH, LLOSS-PAYING P()WERi and

record FOR FAIR AND HONORABLE DEALING.
Statement January 1lst. 1891,

D. W.C. SKILTON, President. )  rwm
J. 1. MITCHELL, Vice-President. = f_

Cash Capital..... seseesesiaiisiinaines $2,000,000 00 GEO. H. BURDICK, Secretary.

Reserve for Unadjusted Losses........ 293,831 17 CHAS. E. GALACAR, 2nd Vice-President.

Reserve for Re-Insurance.....eovvuee. 1,813,903 88

NET SURPLUB.cccocccscscccscscscss 1,617,079 68 CANADIAN BRANCH HEAD OFFICE, MONTREAL,
TOTAL ASSFTS.:...... $5,624,814 73 GERALD E. HART, General,Manager.

Full Depusit with the Dominion Government.
RNOWLTON & GILCHRIST, Agents, 152 Prince William Street, St. John, N. B.
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COGNAC.

THE SECOND LARGEST SHIFPERS
OF BRANDY FROM FRANCE.

THEIR BRANDIES
ARE UNSURPASSED
iN AGE AND QUALITY.
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Ask veur Wine Merchant for them.
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{ncorporated, 1887, with Cash
Capital of $50,000.

AND APPLIANCE CO-

49 KING ST. W.,TORONTO, Ont

G. C. PATTERSON, Mgr. for Can.

[leetricity, as applied by the
Owen Electric Belt and
Appliances,

Is now recognized as the greatest boon offered to

suffering humanity. It is fast taking the place of

drugs in all nervous and riicuamatie troubles and

will effect cures in secmingly hopeless cases

where every other kuown means has failed. It

is natures remedy, and by its steady, scothing c¢ur-
rent that is readily felt,

POSITIVELY CURES

THE FOLLOWING :

Rheumatism, Sexual Weakness,
Sciatica, Female Complaints,
General Debility, Impotency,
Lumbago, Kidney Diseases,
Nervous Discascs, I.iver Complaint,
Dyspepsia, .ame Baek.
Varicocele, Ur: ary Diseases,

RHEUMATISM.

It is certainly not pleasant to be comf)elled to
refer to the indisputable tact that mediecal science
has utterly failed to atford reiief in rheumatic
cases. We venture the assertion that although
electricity has only been in use as a remedial
agent for a few years, it has cured more cases of
Rheumatism than ail other means combined.
Soine of our leading physicians, recognizing this
fact, are availing themselves of this most potent
of nature’s forces,

To Restore Manhood and Womanhood

As man has not yet discovered all of Nature's
laws for right living, it follows that everyone has
committed more or less errors whieh have left
visible blemishes. To erase these evidences of
past errors, there is nothinz to equal Electricity
as applied by the Owen IElectric Body Battery
and Suspensory. Rest assured any doetor who
would try to accomplizh this by any kind of drugs
its ractising a most dangerous torm of eharla-
anism.

We Challenge the World

to show an Electric Belt where the current is
under the control of the patient as completely as
this. We can use the sama belt on an infant that
we would on a giant, by simply reducing the
current. Other belts have been 1 the market tor
five or ten years longer, but to-day there are inore
Owen Belts manafactured tha= all other ma'-es
combined.

g=EBlectric Insnlaoa
Tnsoles will prevent Ricivvatism and eure Chil-
blains and Cra:aps in the {eet and legs. Price 51,

by mail.
Beware of Imiiz'' = and Cheap Bells.
277 Our attention havine been attracted to an
imitation of the Genuine Owen Electrie Belt. that

is being peddled through the country from town
to %lown, we desire to warn the public against
such,

Our Trade Mark is the portraif of Dr. A. Owen,
embossed in gold u&‘mn every Belt and Appliance
manufactured by The Owen Eleetrie Belt and
Appliance Co.

p#= Send for Illustrated Catalogue of Inferm-
ation, Testimonials, ete.

THE OWEN ELECTRIC BELT €0'Y,

49 King St. W., Teronto. Ont.
Mention this paper. Head Office, Chicago,
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ASK YOUR CROCER FOR

The Celebrated

CHOCOLAT
MENIER

Annual Sales Exceed 33 MILLION Lbs.

@ For Samples sent Free write to C. ALFRED CHOUILLOU, MONTREAL.

Famous Fiction by the World's Greatest Authors'

A CHARMING SET OF BOOKS,
EMBRACING

Ten of the Greatest Novels Ever Wrtien

BY TEN OF THEBE

GREATEST AUTHORS WHO EVER LIVED !

If you will study the biographiey of the great authors of our day. you will observe that in most
Instances their reputations were mwde by the production of a single book. Let but one work that
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from an author's pen, and thorgh his fmiure #fforis may
and his works be read long afier the author s passed

issned in aniform anl dsome smvie ten of
perfected arsaneeiments

s really great—one masterpiece—emanate
be trivial in comparison, his name will live
away. A well-known New York publishing house has
the greatest and most famons novels in the English language. and we have
whereby we are enabled to offer this handsome and valuable set of booksasa premiui to oni st
geribers upon terms which make them almost a free gif®. Each oue ol fhese mons novels was 113
author's greatest work—his masterpiece—the great production that made '8 mite ad Grvie ‘ !h»:
works comprised in this valnable set of books, which are published under the gepera e of

* Famous Fiction by the World’s Greatest Authors,” are as follows:
EAST LYNNE, LADY AUDLIY'S SOCILIT
By Mrs, Henry Wood. By Mis; M. E. Bradacon.
JANE EYRE, VANITY FAIRY
By Chariotte Eronte. By W. I Thackeray.,

JOEN HALIFAX, GENTLEMAN, THE LAST ;L'\.YS CF POMYEL],
By Miss Malock. By Siv E. Gaiwes Lootton,
ADAM BEDE, THE THRT? GUARDSMIT,

By George Kliot, By Alex -‘t rv-. - : 32 e .
THE WOMAN IN WHITF, PUT YOI{II;?'.-SE":;‘- ‘.‘l»I-. o JACHE,

By Wilkie Collins.

Each of these great and powerful works 8 known the world over an i oo i i Covi Lz
land. Eooh is iniensely interesting, yet pure and elevating in moral T | o puatils ted
complete, unchanged and unabridged, in ten separaie volumes, \v\‘lh v . L8 '( '“I' istic
covers, all uniform, thus making a charming set of hooks which will l..-v.m “.. ; ta .l.: "m‘llle(
They are printed from new type, clear, bold and readable, upon paper «1ex. At L 1y # \ fo.e,hel
it is a delightinl 8et of books, and we are most happy Lo he enabied to sfond Gl ruoscTibore sy np

portunitv of obtaining such evlendid books UDOD SuCk terms A8 we can give.
We will send the ten great no-

OllI‘ Liberal Pl'emium Oﬂer els above named, comprising the

splendid complete set of *“Famous Fiction by the World’s Greatest Authors,” also
ProGRESS tor one yvear, upon receipt of enly §2.50, which is an advance of but 50 cents
over our regular subscription price,so that you practically get this beautiful set of beoks
for only 50 cents. Subscribers desiring to take advantage of this offer whose
terms of subscription have not yet expired, bj‘ renewing now will reccive the books at
once, and their subscriptions will be extended one year from date of expiration. We

will give the complete set of books free to any one sending us a club of two new ‘E;:rly
EDWARD S. CARTER.

subscribers. This is a great premium offer

—— :




