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“ASTRA’S” TALKS WITH GIRLS.

| Correspondents seeklnf‘ information in this de
artment should address elr queries to “‘Astra,”
RESS, St.John.] .l . ) 1L Fio 1T sl -

PEARL, St. John. —You ark me if [ think
it , proper_ for a girl to wnte to’a young man,
if she is not engaged ?  And [ am so “often
asked the same question in diflerent words,
that I think it would be a good plan for me
to write out a perminent rule to be ap-
plied with modifications to individual cases,
and then every girl who reads Procress
can cut it out and put in it her mirror for
constant reference.

All my life, since I'was old enough to
be trusted with the management ol my own
aflairs, I have had a number of male cor-
respondents, but they have all been true and
tried friends, whom I have known for years,
and between whom and myself there was
not the least question of flirtation, or love
making ; our letters were the letters of one
friend to another quite irrespective of sex,
and many of them still correspond with me
occasionally, with Geoffrey’s full consent.
I have never found such interchange of
ideas anything but improving, provided
one’s male friends are of the right descrip-
tion, and I think a correspondence with
an intelligent friend goes a long way
towards teaching a girl the art of writing
good letters. Therefore, it is but natural
that I should not see any harm in a girl of

ordinary sense exchanging leiters two or

three times a year, with an old friend of
the opposite sex, always provided there is
nothing clandestine about it, and no one has
a right to object in either case.  Should one
or both become engaged, of course the
respective fiances should be consulted and
it desired the correspondence should cease
at once. Buat what I would advise girls
most strongly against is the habit some
possess of wiiting to young men who are
almost strangers to- them, and doing it on
the sly, knowing well that their parents
would put a stop to it at once should they
discover it. I have known girls who have
kept up this sort of correspondence with
two or three young men at the same time,
and so far from being improving, it was
entered into and kept up simply for the
sake of flirtation. My advice to girls in
this respect is summed up in a very few
words. Never write or receive a letter you
would be ashamed to show to your mother,
she will not want to see your love letters
when you have a real lover ot your own

never write to any man
for just as

never fear,—-and
without your parents consent,

surely as you do, a day will come when |

you would give all you possess not only to
have those foolish letters back again, but
to have them unwritten. A time when you
would give a year of vour life to be able to
tell your lover or your husband that he was
the first man you ever wrote to except some
old and tried friend. This is my opinion
on the subject, and [ wish I could impress
it on all the girls. You ask me if I think
‘“ he" should kiss you before you are mar-
altogether upon
if he is your

should,

ried, well it depends
who *‘‘he” chances to be;
intended husband certainly
and as often as he likes otherwise he
would be a cold lover indeed. Not if he
is the young man referred to as

not being engaged to her, her own dignity

he

and good sense should answer her without
consulting me. Never kiss any man you
are not engaged to, except your own near
relatives. I read all kinds ot books when-
ever J get time, which is not very often.
Yes, I think you will enjoy Scott’s novels
very much. I like a bold hand writing
either in man or woman, and yours is good.
1 am glad you had such a number of Christ-
mas presents, and hope you spent a happy
New Year.

Diayoxp, St. John.—1 used to attend
watch service whenever it was held, but
lately we have not had it in our church, so
iy is some time since I have attended that
most lovely and solemn service. You
know there is flirting and flirting! Very
frequently the high-spirited, light-hearted
girl who is bubbling over with fun, who
treats all men alike and who is in conse-
quence immensely popular with the opposite
sex, is denounced as a flirt by those who are
jealous of her popularity, and nothing could
be more unjust, because the real flirt—the
‘“ane who does the most mischief—is the girl
% goes to work quietly and chooses one
victim at a time—not the lively damsel
who is always surrounded by an admiring
throng. But the flirt pure and simple, the
mean flirt, which is the one you refer to, I
am sure is indeed a very silly creature.
I suppose you and *‘Pearl” are twin jewels
as your letters came together; 1 have not
heard from you before but hope I shall
again.

Eglantine, St John.—Many thanks for
the pretty card which was by far the oddest
and prettiest I received this Christmas it
was very good of you to remember me and
also to bé so considerate about asking
questions when you thought 1 was extra
busy. Write whenever you like and I
shall be glad to hear from you. Itis a
delightful season as you say and we all love
the r ush and excitement tired as it makes
us. 1 hope you bad a very lnppy Nem
Year and a merry Christmas.

Waiting, St. Jobn.—We are Allw;kh‘
are we not? some for one thing and m
for another. I wonder what you are
ing for? never mind, even if that was
time you could-write to me [ut year,
1 hopo,“to are.many many years b
us both: it is such astep between ¢

and ahother, just the il

know divides last year from this. Itis a
very sad time I admit and if one dwells
much upon old memories and worst of all
apprehensive speculations as to what the new
year may bring us of change, of sorrow or
of joy, it 1s more than sad, it is heart break-
ing to those who have passed theirfirst youth.
But it is well to remember that

“What the New Year may bring onits opening wings
Not one of us mortals can tell,

We can only trust in the goodness of Him,
Who has ever done ali things well.”

Thank you for the kind wishes, and
let me return them with interest. Yes,
I got numbers of presents, and [ am
glad you were as fortunate. I should

think her rather a gushing damsel and more
than usually susceptible, in plainer language
a terrible goose. Not always. but in most
cases it is supposed to, for instance, if you
were to tell me you were a very stupid girl,
and I made no response, you might reason-
ably come to the conclusion that I agreed
with you, but on the other hand a well-bred
silence is the only available answer to some
statements made in your presence, which
you do not either agree with, or believe.
Livvian, St. John.—(1.) 1 reaily was
too busy at Christmas to go about and look
at the windows, some of those I passed on
my way to and from the oflice, looked very
pretty indeed. (2.) I liked the tower,
and thought it in as good proportion as it
was possible to get in so small a space.
(3.) If I wereto ** define flirtation please”
as you ask me so airily to do, I should have
to ask the editor for at least a column more

space than he could give me and still I
should fail to do the subject justice, so I
will fall back upon my usual stand by, and
answer that *‘flirtation means attentions
without intentions.” (4.) True love has
been beautifully defined by Jean Ingelow,
in *“ Songs of the Night Watches.”
‘] he love that fed on daily kisses dieth.
The love kept warm by nearness lieth
Wounded and wan,
The love hope nourished,
Bitter tears distil
And faints with naught to feed upon.
Only there stirreth very deep below,
The hidden beating slow,
And the blind yearning
And the long drawn breath
Of the love that conquers death.”

That I think expre sses true love very
perfectly. (5.) Yes, I am sure it comes to
each of us at least once in our life; sooner
or later the blind god strikes us with one of
his random, but sharp arrows, and heaven
help us if it should be later. because like
measles, the older we catch it. the worse it
is and the more danger ot its proving tatal.
(6.) Icannot very well help believing in it,
as there are so many well authenticated in-
stances on record, and instances where 1t
has been followed by the happiest ot mar-
riages, but it is a very unsafe thing to
tamper with, because what the callow vie-
tim believes to be the truest and best of
love is often only a fleeting tancy, which
lives but for a season, and then dies a pain-
less death. (7.) Not for ladies, and I
really don t know much about the tashions
for men, but I have noticed many society
men have shaved off their side whiskers, and
bared their cheeks to the icy gale, so |
suppose it must be fashionable to wear only
a moustache. (8.) What kind of chaps,
please. if you mean chapped hands, or
lips, use vaseline, cold cream, or rose
water and glycerine in equal parts. (9.)
It is considered quite proper to waltz with
any man who is properly introduced to yeu.
but I think once or twice in the course of

an ev-ning is sufficient. (10.) Cream
colored or white, china silk. net, or cash-
mere are all pretty and suitable. (11.)

Yes, I admire everything that is attractive
from a beautiful sunset, to a bandsome
man, or a pretty girl, but lor real solid
love and comfort give me a plain looking
man, he is less wrapped in himself and his
charms, and so he can spare more time to
think of others. ASTRA.

Woman Should Avoid Them.

Turnover collars when possessed of a
long. thin neck.

Dirty white kid gloves on a rainy day or
while traveling.

Fluffy skirt trimming if under 5 feet 4
inches 1n height.

Hairline stripes, {)lain skirts and
vests when thin and slender in person.
Round waist, square yokes, balloon
sleeves and excessively tight collars when
full in form.

Overtrimmed dresses and bats for travel-
ing. also trains on traveling or tailor made
gowns.

Mauve, Nile green, rose pink, clear
white, steely gray. yellowish tan and sky
blue when of a yellow complexion.

Large hats for shopping and evening
wear, and black hats, if of a brunette skin,
unless blessed with rosy cheeks.

Collars without a finish in the way of a
white cord, plaited ribbon, folds, etc.,
when of a dark or sallow complexion.

Skin tight bell skirt fronts with a premi-
nent abdomen, and basques very short on
the sides with very large hips.

Brick red, emerald green, orange and
vellow tan with red hair. Electric blue,
unless possessed of a clear, rosy tkin and
light hair, Short fingered gloves and too
tight a fit.

flat

A Pointer for Girls,

An observant American has discovered
that performers on wind instruments gen-
erally develop dimples in their cheeks,
caused probogl by the frequent strain on
the facial muscles, which are brought into
play by the act of blowing. The clarionet,
the flute, the cornet, the trombone:and the
French horn are all said to be éxcellent
factors in producing this little indentation
80 often vainly courted by artificial means.
Perh this discovery of cause and effect

lesd to ‘its becoming fashionable tfor
f; to play on wind matruments.

French Wives.

 The French woman is at once wilful and
flexible.  She readily stoops to conquer,
and - is prone to make the best of adverse
camstances from which there is no escap-
but through patient effort. All this
luces a cheery, practical philosophy which

sommon in France to both sexes. If her
' thies are quick, her head is cool It

O i

SEASONABLE RECEIPTS.

Specially Prepared from Practical Tests for
the Lady Readers of ‘“Progress.”

[Correspondents seeking information in this de.
partment should address their queries to ‘“Lditor
Seasonable Receipts, PRoOGRESS, St. John.]

Church Festival Dishes.

Among all the associations that have becn
formed tor the amelioration of the condition
of the human race, is it not wonderful that
there has never yet appeared a “*society for
the improvement of the quality of church
suppers.” This, of course, would embrace
all similar affairs gotten up tor the purpose
of raising money, such as buying books for
the library; furnishing the lyceum hall;
buying instruments for the brass band:
buying uniforms for the fire company, or.
for the benefit of some unfortunate and
worthy object of compassion and charity.
These affairs are taking place too frequent-
iy and too constantly to be ignored by any
one who is at all interested in the subject
of cookery, and so far as this class of cook-
ing is concerned there is nothing needs
improvement so much.

The writer has had something to do with
scores, perhaps hundreds ot them, either
directly or indirectly ; either willingly or
otherwise, and this descript on the very
latest will nearly fit the culinary manage-
ment of them all.

The parties interested procure the use of
a vacant store and divide themselves into
comuittees, and the supper committeve
subdivide into a committee to cook the
oysters; a committee to procure and put
up the stove, another to prepare sandwich-
es, another cakes, another pickles and pre-
serves, another the ice-cream, the coffee,
and so torth. Some of the articles are to
be made at the members’ own houses, in
the places and with the utensils they are
accustomed to, and that part goes on well.
A candy maker, who is a member, offers,
if they will furnish the sugar, to make the
candy, this is done, and that part goes
well, and there is a person who thinks it
will be good fun to sell candy, and goes
and borrows a glass show-case and scales
and weights, without waiting to be ap-
pointed a committee ; so that goes well too.
But not so with the cooking. It is a poor
festival that will not have a hundred visi-
to:s, and perhaps there will be twice that
many. They all came with the special in-
tention of eating oysters, if it be in the
oyster season, and the managers always
undertake to cook for them on one rusty
little old castaway stove that is not really
large enough to do the cooking for one
tamily.

The committee finds the stove in a wood-
shed where they are directed on the morn-
ing ot the festival day, but never can find
all the stove pipe, and by the time the
missing joint or elbow 1s finally put in
place it is pretty well along in the afternoon.
The different committees drop in to sce
whether each other has arrived and then
drop out again. About sunset the com-
mittee on setting the table grows anxious
and sets the coflee boiler on the fire. Then
a spectator asks what time they will have
the oysters ready, and somebody sits on a
tin pail ot milk, but as the stove is too
small to hold both, the coffee-boiler has to
be set back against the stove-pipe, or, per-
haps, on the hearth in front.

‘Ihen the committee on oysters comes in
and seem surprised ; says that somebody said
there was plenty ot help, and there was no
need to come any earlier, bat proceeds at
once to fili the stove, whichis now much in
need of fuel, with chips and the fat rind of
the sandwich ham, and ten minutes later all
the milk they have in the house is scorched
on the bottom and tastes ot it. But it has
to go all the same, and in go the oysters.
Betore many dishes ot stewed oysters have
gone in, the question is asked more and
more {requently whether oysters cannot be
had in other ways besides stewed and raw,
and at least there is a determined demand
for fried, and the committee answers yes,
they can have them in a few minutes.
Then some one discovers that the coflee
has never been put in, and that the water
does not boil ;but no matter,it is hot,and in
goes the coffee. The oyster stew kettle is
set on the floor, and the coffee-boiler is put
on the hottest place for three minutes, then
fifteen or twenty waiting cups are filled, the
coffee still floating on the top of the water
because not cooked, being held back with

a spoon. Meantime a skillet has been
found, a spoonful ot grease is put into it,
and it is set over the fire. Somebody rolls
a few oysters crackers on the table with a
bottle, partly crushing them, but there is
neither sieve nor rolling-pin in the house.
The oysters are rolled over in the crushed
crackers and the skillet is half filled with
them. They are then stirred about with a
spoon ! like so much cold sliced potatoes or
hash being warmed up, and sent in a mess
of grease, crackers and oysters jumbled to-
gether. Somebody ventures to ask wheth-
er they would not have been better dipped
in egg first, and the committee answers that
it would have been too much trouble, -and
would take too much time, and that they
could not afford eggs anyway—which is
quite true, and eggs are not necessary to
fry oysters properly, as- we will show fur-
ther on.

While this has been going on the dis-
covery has been made that the oyster stew
is all gone except some quarts of the liquor,
but there are no oysters in it, and halt the
tables have not been served yet; so the
oyster pail goes on e fire and some
raw oysters in it. ere is too much clam-
or for more, to allow it to boil again ; be-
sides, halt a dozem or more must
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EAR SLIPPERS,

You Should Sece Our A ssortment of

GENTLEMEN'S SLIPPERS

IN VELVET, PLUSH AND FANCY LEATHERS.

ITIS THE FINEST WE HAVE YET HAD.

WATERBURY & RlSINC. 34 Klng, 212 Union Sts.

AMERICAN

LaceCurtains

Office—South Side King Square, Works

DYE WORKS COMPANY.
Cleaned 2Dyed by a French Process

Elm Street North End, St. John, New Brunswick.

the oysters neither cooked nor raw. but |
warm and repulsive.

We **set down naught in malice” and
will not ask the people at the tables how

they like the supper, nor what motive,
whether of policy or benevolence, they have
for paying to partike of ir. but supposing
the desire all round is to have the supper
good, we merely deseribe the disorder be-
tore pointing out our part ot the remedy,
and would sugg: st. first, that at every fes-

tival of the kind where any cocking, coffee- |

making or dish washing is to be done, that
there should be two stoves at least,
plenty of boiling water ready for all pur-

poses in a re SETVOIr OF sOme vesse lhdt

canmot be emptied and taken for another |

purpose ; second, borrow all the kitchen

tables that there 1s room to pldw or tlmt f

can possibly be used for setting dishes on,

for provisions, aund for cooking operations |

—the cining-room and its tabies will take

care of themselves ; third, have it positively |

decided betorehand what is to be cookea,
and in what way and then provide both the
necessary materials and the proper uten-
sils ; fourth, make the closest estimate pos-

stble of the quantities required, b sed upon |
the guide here appended, and have it un- |

derstood where more oysters, milk, butter,
coffee, ice, salt. fruit, bread, e‘c.,
procured it needed,
them, and, fifth,

ters, at least, who has had experience ot |
larger demands than those ot a tamily |
table..

Oyster Stew for Fifiy. °

A quart ot small oysters bulk,

meat,’ contains 8 dozen. A quart ot se- |
lects, bulk, *‘solid meat,” contains 4 to 5 |
dozen.

A can ot selects contains 3! doz- |
en, generally. f

The ordinary, conventional oyster stew, '
such as people ¢ Xpect to rece 1ve when 1t 1s ;
cooked to order is a pint bowl nearly full.

and |

can be |
and who will go for |
sct some one to cock oys- |

“ solid |

"‘“vz.,mw*fw-*v

consisting of one doz-n oysters, one or one '
and a halt cups ol mlk, or milk and ovster |
liquor, seasoned. |

I'o serve this according to the letter a |
pint of small oysters should be suflicient
tor 4 stews ; but as stews tor a large number
are dipped up and guessed there is always
a discre ‘pancy, and a pint can enly be relied |
upon for 3 dishes, though a pint ‘ot selects |
may hold out on account ot their large size.

Proceeding on these calculations provide
for fifty stews :— 9 quarts ot small oysters,
or 12 to 13 quarts ot selects, or 14 to 15 |
cans of selects ; 1'5 gallons of milk ; ', gal- |
lon ot oyster liquor. or water; one pound |
ot fresh butter; one to two tablespoon-
tuls of salt, according to the saltness ot the
oysters.

Set the milk on in good time that it mav
heat gradually and not burn, and put in
required amount of salt. which also hdp~
to prevent burning. A thick metal pot is
better than a tin pail for such a purpose.
As to measures, it may be remembered that
a common wooden pail holds 215 gallons or
ten quarts. Never cook oysters and milk |
both together from the first. |

It it can be done conveniently, instead of |
setting the oysters over the fire as they are,
to heat up gradually. and some to cook and
shrink to nothing before others are fairly
warm, and probably to burn on the bottom
besides, drain them in a sieve or colander,
and pour a quart of boiling water over them.
The liquor will then run through abundant-
ly. Set it over the fire, boil and skim, then
put the oysters in and add the boiling milk.
Drop in the butter and take the kettle of
ovster stew off the fire. l\eep warm, but
do not let it boil any more.’
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N ervousness.
IIOHSFORD'S Acid Phosplmta

A

An agreeable -and benefi-
‘cial tonic and food for the
nerves and brain. A remedy
‘of the highest value in Men-
tal and Nervous Exhaustlon.

Trial bottle mailed on recupt of 25 cents
“in stamps.  Rumford Chemical.

have some tea, an is no tea, and : o::ks,
committee OB tea. .. ) & P"‘{“““"" R.L S S
But the water must be hurried to boil, g ot s 0
i @dadd i CRECI. N N
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Pelec Island Wine and Vineyard Co

blished our Maritime Agencyin 8T. JOHN,
orders for our SPecial Brands ot

Pure Canadian Wines.

atawba,c ruse or .m =st. Auvugustine,case or rH

e P.I. Port o
P. I. sherry,
P I. Alicante, *“ i

Having est. we now solicit vour

' Dry C
Nweet
Isabella,

| P. 1. Claret, 5

“ “ ““ “

Unfermented Grape Juice, case
nlr-u)Culu ord, case or dfl,

SEND IN HOLIDAY ORDERS

. C. SCQV a a., Tea and Wine Merchant,

G2 UNION STREET, l()!l\ TELEPHONE 523
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WHY DO WE ALL WEAR

Granby Rubbers

BECAUSE THEY ARE HONESTLY MADE,
Beautifully Finished.

Perfect Fit. Everybody Wears Them.
ALL DEALERS SELL THEM!

GRANBY RUBBERS

Wear Like "'m.
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Latest Styles.

ENCRAVING.
““PROGRESS” ENGRAVING BUREAU,

ST. JOHN, N, B,
A GREAT LITERARY BARGAIN !

Cooper’s Famous Romances of the American Forest !
An Entirely New Edition of

By JAMES FENIMORE COOPER.

The first and greatest of American novelists was James Fenimore Cooper. *“His popularity,”
8ays a writer in the Century Magazine, “ was cosmopolitan, He was almost as widely read in France,

in Germany, and in Italy as in Great Britain and the United States. Only one American book has
ever since atrained the international success of

these of Cooper’'s—‘Uncle Tom's Cabin,’ and only
one American author, Poe, has since gained a
name at all commensurate with Cooper’s abroad.”
The great author is dead, but his charming ro-
mances still live to delight new generations of
readers. “The wind of the lakes and the prairies
has not lost its balsam and the salt of the sea
Kkeeps its savor,”” rays the same writer above
quoted. Beautiful indeed are Cooper’s stories of
the red man an the pioneer, full of incident, in-.
tensely interesting, abounding in mlvenmre, yet
pure, elevating, mnnly. and entirely devoid of all
the objectionable features of the modern Indian
story. No reading could be more whelesome for
young or old than Cooper’'s famous novels. An
entirely new edition of tie Legtherstocking Tales
has just been yumlsued in onelarge and hand-
some volume of over three hundred large quarto
pages, containing all of these famous romances,
complete, unchanged and unabridged, viz.:

THE DEERSLAYER, mummnn
THE LAST OF m MOHICANS, -
THE PIONEERS, ' THB mmm.

This handsome edition of the Dnthentocklng
Tales is printed upon good paper from large type.
It is & ellzh‘tt'nl book.‘ nng onohwluel l.t“‘u
have a place in eve merican home. con- i
tains nvg of the most clhrmlng romarices that the 1
mind of man has ever conceived. A& whole m-. E
ter's reading is comprised.yn L. mamin i

ercy e, i o th Ay Skt S T
a rich I treat. Every member of the family ¢
=':l't= u.ﬁ:n‘ N{V'ohﬂv.:‘ 'l::do an ment with the publisher of this exceilent edition of the
Leatherstocking . Tales whereby we are enabled to offer this large and
mwonr subseribers. Such am offer 48 we make would not
the /lightning zR:Int.m( press, low ptice of nm and
hve one wonders for mdlng public, and this is

K R

*We will send Tuxe

Ihvwau VUr ﬁl‘eﬂﬁ 1 Lummhrocxm*
TaLEs. canpbte.unbove described, with Pnounmfofono year,
32-25.ahcbuanadv ) G%ounuoni'our




