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OF MEN AND MATRIMONY

DIr-

CHANCES OF MARRIAGE AT
FERENT TIMES OF LIFE.

valuable Statistics Gathered by an Inquir-
ing English Writer—Widowers and Bache-
lors —Strong Hopes Up to a Late Period of

Human Life.

That the mothers and daughters of Eng-
land are greatly to be pitied does not admit
of a doubt, says a writer in the Pall Mall
Budget. For years has the plaintiff wail
arisen that men will not dance and will not
marry. They do not object to making love
—in fact, many like the process ; but matri-
mony is quite another matter. How often
have we heard a lover sigh, *‘ She’s the
dearest girl, the only girl 1 ever really
loved : but look at my income——"Per-
haps while the said income is in the process
of expansion the roses flit from the dear
one's cheeks. In order that men and wo-
men may know how the question actually
stands, 1 have digested masses of matri-
monial statistics extending over several
years, and the results thereof I humbly
present here. I will endeavor to show
what likelihood there is of a man donning
the matrimonial fetters at various ages, and
also indicate at what period of life his
hymeneal tendency is greatest. My facts
are drawn from the upper or prudent classes
of society, because among the artisan and
labouring population the same restrictions
are not telt. If a man's income does not
vary much between 20 and 50, he will pro-
bably marry at the earlier age. Among
commercial and professional people the
conditions are different, and a man rarely
takes upon himselt the responsibility of a
wite and a possible family until his means
or prospects appear to justify the step.
Also, any rise in the standard of comfort or
in the price of necessarics still further delays
the happy event.

Take 1,000 young men at the age of 20
and observe them again on the attainment
of the quarter-century. In the five years
only 21 will have married. In spite, there-
fore, of five springs, during which the
“ young men’s fancy tondly turns to
thoughts of love,” on an average only 4 1-5
fond fancies are wedded. If, on the other
hand, we take a 1,000 at 25, and watch
theif proceedings during the next quin-
quennium, we sball find that no less than
04 find mates. 1f I had made similar ob-
servations upon the same number of bach-
elors from 30 to 35 yearsold, I should have
been gratified by attending 138 weddings.
This is the way the table runs:—
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It must be remembered that the above
refers only to bachelors.

A careful study of the table will be a
great benefit to marriageable maidens.
Warned by it they will not waste sweet
smiles and gentle glances upon young men
under thirty. These will be relegated to
the socizaty of dowagers and aged spinsters,
while the “men trom 30 and 45 years old
will receive the maximum of feminine at-
tention. Between 35 and 40 is the best
age. Under the present system, since only
1 in 50 of young men under 25 gets mar-

by the other 49 must be truly awful. The
fraction opposite the ages 7H—80 does not
wean that an elderly bridegroom invariably
retires betore the marriage service is com-
pleted, but implies that only one out of
2,000 gay young bachelors of 75 takes un-
to himselt a wite during the next five years.
The competition to secure that one must be
severe.

It will not surprise any one to learn that
a widower is more inclined to marry than
a bachelor of the same age. A widower
has tried the experiment, and knows the
delights ot a vis-a-vis at dinner. He also
has a house, and perhaps a family on his

hands. Taking 1,000 widowers and treat-
them as we did the bachelors,we shall have--
45—50 . 110 marriages.
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It will be noticed at once that the pursuit

25 vears younger. Think of

not hesitate.

lent opportunities ; while above 75 the bach- |

elor is literally nowhere. It gives one an
increased respect for human nature to think
of ten widowers at this advanced age tot-
tering to the altar for every one shrinking
experimentalist.  When the unmarried re-

flect upon these things, and upon the cour- |

age of their experienced brethren who dare
not once but many times to embark upon
the matrimonial voyage, we think that a
great impetus will be given to the hymeneal
market.

One thing has at any rate been establish-
ed—to wit, that no man can be called a
viconfirmed bachelor” until he attains at
least the half-century. KEven then there are
strong hopes of ultimate repentance. It is
the conduct of those young men in the
twenties that gives us the keenest pain.

Very Intelligent Ants’

«:One day.” writes my learned friend, J.
Levalois, I followed an ant for a long
time; she was far from the ant hill and
seemed to have no intention of soon return-
ing. In the middle of the path she came
upon the body of a good sized snail ; she
first walked all around it, then climbed
upon the ugly creature’s back, crawled all
over it, and after this thorough examina-
tion. instead of advancing as before, im-
mediately returned toward the nest.
When half way there she met one of her
companions ; In an instant they had touch-
ea, or rubbed antenna with great anima-
tion and she was pursuing her course.
The same performance took place when

she met] a second and third of her com- !
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panions, and* as soon as she had left them,
they quickly turned toward the spot where
the snail lay. The first ant soon entered
the nest and I lost sight of her; but she
doubtless continued her work of informing
and exciting the rest, for along line of
ants immediately came out and set forth
for the prey. Ten minutes afterward the
snail was entirely covered with the yellow
swarm, and by evening not a trace of it
remained.

THE LEARNED BARBER

He Makes a Subtle Attack Upon All His
Brothers in Business.

«“The chief fault of nearly all barbers,’
said the learned Frenchman, *‘is that they
are mechanical in their ideas and results.
They lack the artistic touch which is the
evidence of genius. In this respect, as in
most others, barbers are like all other art-
ists. One does fairly well. He blocks out
in his mind the shape in which be will trim
a beard. The exact figure of that beard is
present before his eyes as he works. He
adheres to it faithtully, varying not in the
slightest. degree from his model. e pays
no heed to the conformation ot his patron’s
face. He does not notice that the cheeks
are not quite even that the chin is a little
shallower than would be just right for such
a beard. He is simply cutting a beard,
and the face behind it, is invisible to him.
He would prefer it it he could detach the
beard. trim it so long and so wide, and
then put it back on the face again. What
is the result of the man’s work ? It is either
ludicroas or rigid. Heaven protect you,
monsieur, from the mathematical barber.

«“Then there is the fussy barber. He
never has any broad genmeral plan. He
only knows that one hair sticks out a twen-
tieth ot an inch more than another. So he
clips here and there until the beard has
been dwarfed to a ridiculous shadow of its
former self. without shape or character.
When the victims of either ot these barbers
go out into the strect everybody within
seeing distance, can tell they have just left
the barber shop. Can anything be more
annoying to a gentleman?

«Now. let us see what the true barber
does. He looks carefully at his customer’s
face and figure, taking in, in his compre-
hensive view, all the inequalities and
peculiarities of his physique. Then he de-
cides upon the style of beard which will be
most suitable. But, unlike the mathemati-
cal or fussy barber, he does not consider it
necessary to stick to his model, or allow
his inspiration to be clogged by unworthy
triffles. What sort of a painter is he who
makes but a reproduction of his model ?
He is not worthy of the name. The painter
of real artistic power uses his model merely
for suggestion, and allowing his imag-
ination to present impressions based
upon this suggestion, but inspired
by higher ideals, he is able to produce re-
sults which challenge our admiration. Thus
a boorish peasant model is transformed
into a heroic soldier, a simple chatterbox
of a girl becomes a Madonna on canvas,
and a blacksmith appears as Hercules.
Another simile which oceurs to me is that
of the cook, who, mind you, is also an artist
and the recipe. The ordinary cook follows
his recipe implicitly. Ift is good, the dish
is good ; if it's bad, the dish is bad. DBut
the cook of genius studies his recipe, dis-
covers the main feature aimed at, and ex-
periments until he has achieved it in its
highest perfection. No matter how poor
the recipe, if the purpose at the foundation
of it is good, he will secure some good re-
sults, and however good the recipe may be
this artist will improve upon it.

Now, to get back to the barber. He
does not care whether the shape of the
beard he forms resembles its model or not,
provided, always, that it is the most becom-
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ried, the amount of flirtation indulged in | ing that can I’OS“"’I." be designed for the

patron. When he is through the latter not
only looks well, but also natural. To sum
up all my arguments, monsieur, the ordin-
ary barber depends upon his experience
and knowledge of the accepted form of
beards. The exceptional barber has both
of these and the additional qualification
possessed only by genius—artistic taste.
N. Y. Sun.

ROUMANIANS HAVE TELEPHONES-

They Have Also Peculiar Ideas as to the
Utility of Them.

The profound sagacity of the Roumanian
powers that be, in connection with the tele-
phone, is manifested in the following regu-
lation : —

«Persons desirous of communicating by
telephone are required 1o acquaint each
other previously of their intention by letter,

or in some other way.”

As a natural resuit, people fight shy of
tho new *‘institution.” The other day, for
instance, Mr. Kir Zaridi, of Braili, at-

of a widower of between 50 and 55 will fur- | tempted to break down this absurd rule.
]

nish as good results as that of a bachelor |
the trained |
and tried affections of the widower, and do |
A bachelor over sixty is no |
good at all, but a widower presents excel- |

point of effecting a large par-
chase of barley, he was anxious to know the
prices quoted on the exchange at Galatz.
He fearlessly stepped into the telephone
office and, putting down the usual fee, asked
| to be placed in communication with his

Jeing on the

| friend Pustra-makis, in (alatz.
«Very good,” said the telephone clerk.

{ tion?”

| «Why, the man is at Galatz!”

«But did you not write to him yesterday?”

«No, Sir.”

«Nor send him a telegram ?”

“Hang it, I want to telephone and not to
telegraph.”

«*Now, you ought to know very well that
this won't do. [First wire your friend or
write to him to say that you wish -to
speak to him.”

«Well. of all the crazy notions!” ex-
claimed Kir Zaridi, in great wrath. ¢ Per-
haps you expect me to take the train to
Galatz and ask him to go to the telephone
at a certain hour on such and such a day,
as I wish to speak to him from Braila !”

««Oh, yes, that would do as well,” stolidly
replied the official.

here was nothing more to be said. Kir
Zaridi simply lost his chance, of buying
barley.
Likely to Keep His Promise.

For a great many years no execution
has taken place in Denmark. Recently
the case of Jems Nielsen, a noted bandit
and mourderer, who had been three times
sentenced to death, came up for reconsid-
eration before the assize court of Copen-
hagen. Nielsen solemnly promised never
to commit another murder 1f the Judges
would commute his sentence to imprison-
ment; and they did so.

¢“Have you informed Mr. P. of your intenw

QUEEN VICTORIA’S TIPLE.

The Use of the Words ‘ Her Majesty” is Not
of Extreme Antiquity.

Itis not generally known that the title of
“ Majesty” was not always the mode of ad-
dressing the English monarch. The first
sovereign to take the title was IHenry VIIL
It was ot older use in France, and when
Henry went there to the famous meeting
with the French king, that is known in his-
toryas * The field of the cloth of gold,”
from the splendoyrs then displayed, he
heard the title used to the French king,
and took a liking to it. Up to then, the
most usual title of the English kings was
« Your Grace,” or **My Liege.” Often
+« Your Highness” was thought sufficient.
In a letter from the Chancellor of Henry
VIII, these titles are found, all three used

in as many lines ©  ** The King's Highness,”

| ¢« His Grace,” and ** His Majesty.”

In formal documents, King Henry VI.
is called ** the King's Excellent Grace”;
Edward 1V. became *‘* Most High and
Mighty Prince *; and Henry VII. was con-
tent with ¢ Highness.” Henry VIII. was
greedy of homage ; in fact, he was perhaps
the greatest tyrant that ever sat on our
throne. Besides the collection of titles

given above, he was the first and last Eng-
lish sovereign to be called ** Dread Sover-
eign.” as a description p leasant in his ears.
«“ Dread " he was, no doubt, for he killed
and ruined like a wiid beast. The poet
Earl of Surrey, for instance, was executed
by the King for no other offence but that of
using the eoat of arms of King Edward the
Contessor as one ol his ** quarterings,” a
thing which his descent perfectly entitled
him to do, by the way; but many a man
who is ** dreaded ” by those in his power
does not care to be tald so; Henry VIIL
liked it.

QQueen Elizabeth was most often called
« Her Grace”; a very elegant title for a
woman : but *¢ Majesty ” was used to her
also: and her successor, James I., was
usually *His Majesty.”

In the touching letter written to King
James 1. by his cousin, Lady Arabella
Stuart. remonstrating with him for putting
her in prison because she had married, he
is called *¢ Majesty” throughout. Butin
the dedication of the translation of the
Bible he is only **High and Mighty Prince.”

In writing to the Queen it is the estab-
lished rule to address her as ** Your Ma-
jesty.” though in conversation she is only
called ** Ma’am "—that is to say, by peers
and persons of position. Her servants and
humbler subjects would say to her, * Your
Majesty.” The letters written to her, how-
ever, are by etiquette couched in a very
queer style. Every school boy in these
times knows that a letter must not be writ-
ten in two ** persons” of grammar; that if
you write in the third person it should be
used throughout the communication. — But
in writing to the Queen this rule is set aside.
The Prime Minister, for example, when he
wrote to the Qneen last, began in this way :
¢« Mr. Gladstone presents his humble duty
to your Majesty, and in reply to your
Majesty’s gracious communication he begs
to say.” and so on—second and third ** per-
sons ” united. The Royal reply is always
in the third person: *‘The Queen has re-

| » : 0
ceived Mr. Gladstone's memorandum.”

When writing to other Royal personages,
Her Majesty uses the first person, begin-
ning, ** Sire and Dear Brother,” and sign-
ing, * Your Faithful Friend and Sister.”

The President of the United States is pro-
bably the only person who has letters from
the QQueen (on the rare occasions when she
personally writes to that high functionary)

beginning ** Sir.”"—Ex.

There is no heaven, either in this world

or the world to come, for people who do |

not praise God.
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AT ALL GROCERS.
*

Made only by

N. K. FAIRBANK & €0., —a»

Wellington and Ann Sts.,
MONTREAL.
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MENDS EVERYTHING THAT GLUE WILL MEND
ALWAYS READY WITHOUT HEATING

801 by Druggists, Stationers, Hardware Dealers, or
Sample by mail for 10 cents.
GILMOUR & CO., MONTREAL,
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AN APOLOGY TO THE WOMEN OF CANADA.

There was the notion that a woman’s lite had broader outlook than the embroidery
frame. or the sentimental novel. It was hard to make the world believe that.

There was the higher education. That was hard to obtain. There was the idea
that a woman could vote as intelligently upon a school-board as a man. There was a
bitter fight for the triumph of that idea.

Woman has triumphed all along the line.

An Apology is Due the Women of Canada.

The proprietors of Melissa commenced with the men. - The men, through the trade,
made such constant demand for Melissa garments, to replace the archaic rubber coat,
that manufacture and proofing was confined to them.

The ladies of Canada said :—* Why can’t we get Melissa wraps as the men can get
Melissa coats ?”  That was decisive. The demand is answered. Every village, town
and city in Canada, can now have its supply ot

LADIES’, CHILDREN'S AND MISSES’ RAINPROOF WRAPS
in the latest New York styles. without the New York expense.

It means an A. 1. New York designer and cutter : an imported staff of trained assist-
and all efficient cloak makers. But it means, too, equisite tailor-made
home, wherever the home is, at less than the cost ot

ants, all men,
wraps, within a few steps of the

imported goods.

The latest designs : the most perfect fit; the style and smartness of the expensive

New York wraps. There is beauty in them. They are purely Canadian. They are
right at your door. They are superior to anything of European manutacture.
They express the best in taste and imagination that New York can produce.

the cost is a great deal less.
Assimple wraps they are *‘ distingue.” Proofed with Melissa, they are both elegant

and comfortable, for they are a double protection against cold, and against rain. Either
way they are now on the market.
The Melissa proofed wraps ¢

-.BUT BE SURE YOU GET MELISSA.

scrupulous salesmen or traders will tell you is the same as Melissa.

But

A U

ost but a trifle more than the ordinary cloth wrap.
Don't take, what some unj
Or as good as

Melissa. They are really only worthless imitations.
You can always tell a genuine Melissa garment by the Trade Mark Label. Just
look under the collar inside.
Designs, Patterns, and every other information furnished on application. Special
attention given to Jetter orcer.
THE MELISSA MANUFACTURING CO,,
MONTREAL.

J. W. MACKEDIE & CO.,

MONTREAL,
Sole Agents for the Dominion.
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Large Bottles. Small Coses. Price

cnly 25e¢.
Address all orders to 481 St. Paul

Street, Montreal.
Sold in St.John by S. M(‘DIARMJD. and E. J.
MAHONEY, Indiantown.
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ERBINE BITTE

Cures Sick Headache

ERBINE BITTE

Purifies the Blood

ERBINE BITTE

Cures Indigestion

Heating Stoves.
50 SIZES AND STYLES TO SELECT FROM,

ALL COOD HEATERS.
AND THE PRICES WILL SUIT YOU.

'J. H SELFRIDGE, 101 Charlotte St.

(Opposite Hotel Duflerin.
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Cures Dyspepsia

NE BITTERS

ror Biliousness

Pelee Island Wine and Vineyard Co.

_ (LIMITED.)

hed our Maritime Agency in 8T. JOHN, we now solicit your
orders for our Special Brands of

Pure Canadian Wines.

St. Augustine,case or dit.
P.I. Port $ o

. I. Ssherry,
P. I. Alicante, *“

E

Having establis

For sale all over Canada.

Dry Catawba, caseor dft.
- s e sSweet, “ “
Iabella,

P. 1.Claet,

Unfermented Grape Juice, case; :
also Concord, case or dft.

“ “

“ “
““ ‘“

“"

FOR FIFTY YEARS!
MRS. WINSLOW'’S
SOOTHING SYRUP

SEND IN HOLIDAY ORDERS.

E.C. SCOVIL, - - Teaand Wine Merchant

62 UNION STREET, ST. JOHN. TELEPHONE 523

has been used by Millions of Mothers
for their children while Teething for over
Fifty Years. It soothes the child, softens the
gums, allays all pain, cures wind colie, and |
is the best remedy for diarrhcea.
Twenty-five Cents a Bottle.

WRITING MACHINE

ably the most perfect, most satisfactory as well as the most

Is unquestion

economical machine in the market today.

If you doubt it, inquire of any of the following among numerous

firms, who have the ** YOST,” old and new, in use; many of

them replacing Ribbon and Shift-key machines :

5

J. J. McGaffigan,
Morrison & Lawlor,
H. Chubb & Co.,
Exhibition Association,
Board of Trade,

and others, St. John.

Halifax Banking Co.,

E. 8. Carter (** PROGRESS "),
E.T.C. Knowles,

Whittaker Bros.,

A.W. Macrae,

W. Frank Hatheway,

Messrs. Daniel & Boyd,
Manchester, Robertson & Allison,
J. & A. McMillan,

Hon. A.G. Blair,

Barker & Belyea,

C. A. Palmer,

Wesley Vanwart, &c., Frederiction; J.T. Whitlock, St. Stephen; Gillies & Me-
Chatham; S. E. Whiston, Frank B. Carter, Halifax: W. M. Christie,
M. N. Cockburn, St. Andrews; Charles w.

Messrs. Black, Jordan & Bliss,
Eachen, Sydney, C. B., Hotel Dieu; J. Fred Benson,
Windsor, N S.; D. 8. McLellan, Truro; White, Allison & King, Sussex;

McAnn, Allan & Co., &c., Moncton.

, Send for illustrated Catalogue to IRA CORNWALL, General Agent for
b the Maritime Provinces, 134 Prince William St.: St, John or the followina

Agents: !
Messrs. R. Ward Thorne, St. John; A.S. Maurray, Frederioton, N. B.; 'J.T. Whitlock, St. Stephen; W. B. Morris,
8t. Andrews; J. Fred. Benson, Chatham; Chas. W. McAnn, Moncton; F. B. Carter, Knowles Book Store, Ialifax; J.B.
Ditmars, Clementsport, N. 8.; D. B. Stewart, Charlottetown, P. E.I.; J.C. Anderton, Truro, N. 8.; Dr. W.P. Bishop,
Bathuarst, N. B.; C. J. Coleman * Advocate,” office Sydney, C. B. W=
d-hand Remington, Caligraph, Smith-Premier,§ == " o .,
achines for sale cheap. i . S :
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