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WOMAN and 
The problem of domestic service, other- 

wise ** the servant girl question,” bids fair 

to be one of the very live issues both of the J 

present and the future, not only in the land 

of the free and the home of the brave, the 

free and democratic United States, but 

also in our own beautiful Canada, and the 

haughty, conservative and aristocratic 

mother country. Day by day and year by 

year the difficulty of getting and keeping a 

good girl to preside over the kitchen and 

keep an eye on the rest of the house, has 

been increasing, until now many women 

who are well able to afford two servants are 

doing their own housework with the aid of 

“a woman to come in and help by the 

day.” In other words, a washerwoman, 

who scrubs, washes windows and sweeps. 

And this is by no means from choice, or 

because the housewife is unwilling to put 

up with the carelessness and incompetence 

of such girls as she can get, but for the 

still better reason that she cannot get one 

of any kind or description, and is left to 

lament the fact that girls seem to prefer 

any kind of work to domestic service. They 

certainly do, and therein they show their 

sense, because the only wonder to me is 

that any girl can be found who is willing to 

live out at all! We hear so much about 

oz” the laziness, impertinence and general de- 

pravity of the modern servant girl that I 

often wonder if those who entertain their 

visitors with the evil doings ot Mary Jane, 

her sauciness, untidiness and shiftlessness, 

and who chuckle over the * servant-gal- 

isms» in the daily papers, ever thought of 

looking at the matter from Mary Jane's 

point of view, and finding out what she 

thinks about it. You see she is human, 

and she bas both thoughts and feelings, 

though no one seems to imagine she pos- 

sesses such attributes; and the trouble is 

that she very seldom has an opportunity of 

expressing her feelings except on those 

occasions when outraged nature triumphs, 

and she gives the Missus ‘‘a bit of her 

mind ” across the kitchen table. 

Mary Jane has decided opinions of her 

own and usually the most pronounced of 
them is an excellent one of herself and the 

rooted conviction that she is just as good 

as anybody else, only she has to work for 
her living ; but yet she labors under dis- 

advantages and is to a certain extent as 

voiceless in her own defence as the animals 

since she is generally uneducated, and even 

when she has a fair amount of education 

she is not likely to have the gift of express- 

ing her sentiments in faultless Knglish, prop- 

erly punctuated for the compositor's hand, 

and sparkling with epigrammatic wit and 
clear cut sarcasm, so as to catch the public 

eye and tickle the public fancy. In other 

words Mary Jane is not a popular journalist 

nor a writer of acknowledged ability, all 

of whose contributions are eagerly accepted 

by the foremost journals of the day, and for 

whose graphic descriptions of domestic life 

and servant girl enormity the editors of 

various publications devoted to the interests 

of women, are ready to outbid each other. 

No. the servant-girl has no channel through 

which to make her side of the story public, 

and thus bring it home to thoughtful people, 

so she is obliged to bear her grievances in 

a silence which surely is in itself a protest 

in its very helplessness. 

I have often thought of this, and of the 
unjustice it is to condemn anyone unheard, 

so as those whose lips are sealed in their 

own detence are always permitted benefit 

ot counsel, I intend to constitute myself 

Mary Jane's counsel for the time being, and 

plead her case as 1t appears to me. 

Mrs. Upperten folds her white hands in 

her silken lap and pours out her woes to 

her bosom friend with a pathos that is truly 

touching. *‘‘I cannot understand it,” she 
says, ‘*how any girl in her senses can be so 
blind to her own interests passes my 

cowprehension! just imagine the silly geese 

preferring a hot stuffy ink smelling factory 
to your house, or mine my dear! cool, airy, 

and comfortable with every modern appli- 

ance for saving labor, good and substantial 

food, a comfortable home and excellent 

wages, all because of a mistaken idea of in- 

dependence! why if I were a girl again and 

obliged to earn my living, I don’t know 
know of any way I should choose so soon 
as that of living out in a respectable family} 

Don’t you, my lady? Well then I do, 

I would rather ** take in houses to scrub,” 

as a witty girl once said, and failing that, 
1 would declare for the factory every time, 

so I am in touch with Mary Jane there, as 
in many other things. No doubt you are 

surprised at my extraordinary taste but if 
you give a little thought you will under- 

stand it, I am sure. 

The reason is, that we, in common with 

the rest of the animal world, are all born 

with a love of liberty, freedom first, than 

food and raiment, and lots of other things 

of less importance. Every man and woman 

born into the world is entitled to this one 

boon as a birthright, and humanity at large 

realized this when the movement for the 

liberation of slaves was first inaugurated, 

each member of human family, black or 

white should be master, or mistress of his 

or her own body. After a certain number 

of hours spent in work for her employer 

the worker's time should be absolutely his 

own for rest or play, and I think we all 

realize this fully, when we take time to 

think about it. 

JPRS SP 
The young girl belonging to the working 

classes realizes it very soon, and. she 

knows that although the life of a factory 

girl is bard, the moment 'the five o'clock 

bell rings her working day is over, and she 

is free to do as she likes, without being 

questioned by anyone. As soon as she gets 

home ‘‘cleans herself up,” and has her 

tea, she is a free woman till bedtime. She 

can spend the evening out with her friends. 

or she can sit at home, and fashion the bit 

of finery which is to dazzle her admirers on 

Sunday. If she goes out she has no need 

to fear that the side door will be locked at 

ten o'clock, and a solemn ** talking to,” or 

worse scolding be her portion in the morn- 

ing, she can enjoy herself with her friends 

until twelve o'clock, if she is so minded, and 

provided she is at her place in the factory 

next morning at the usual time, nobody 

can say a word to her. Very likely she 

has a terrible time to make both ends meet 

in the humblest fashion imaginable, and if 

she does not live at home, she probably 

boards, together with a number of other 

girl in some boarding house where the food 

is wretched, the rooms worse, and anything 

like home comfort unknown, but if you try 

to reason with her, she always gives you 

the same answer, *‘ It is hard, I know, and 

there is not much comfort in the lite, but, 

then you know I can do as I like, and if I 

lived out I could'nt.” 

That last clause is always the stumbling 

block, and it is too true! The girl who 

enters any family as a servant, virtually 

gives up her liberty, her entire time, and 

her very entity and individuality, in 

return for her board and lodging, and so 

so many dollars a month. She must, 

as far as she is able, sink her own identity 

in that of her employers, and have no 

interests but theirs. She has no stated 

hours of work, she must simply keep at it 

until it is done, and if she rebels against 

the long hours, or grows irritable or a 

trifle impatient from worry and fatigue, 

she is “impertinent” and *‘ill-tempered.” 

I don’t believe for one moment that the 

average woman intends to be exacting or 

unjust, to her servants, but she has grown 

so into the habit of expecting them, to be 

always on hand to render any service 

she may require of them at any hour 

of the day, and until a late hour at 

night, that it seems a matter of course to 

her, that they should always be ready to 

obey her behests cheerfully and willingly ; 

she pays them for their time, and she never 

reflects how hard it is, especially for a 

young, healthy girl, full of life, and loving 

pleasure as every girl should, to be con- 

demned to spend her whole time waiting 

on others, and ministering to their enjoy- 

ment, instead of thinking of her own. 

I have been in houses where only one girl 

was kept, a strong healthy country girl, to 

be sure, bat still subject to fatigue like the 

rest of us; and I have known that girl to 

get up at six o'clock in the morning, get 

breaktast, sweep, dust, make the beds and 

put the bedrooms in order, bake bread, get 

the dinner, wash all the dishes and attend 

to the numerous duties required in the 

management of a house ; then when the last 

pot and pan were put away, make up the 

fire, put on the irons and cheerfully attack 

a basket of clothes, starched and unstarched, 

the size of which might well have made the 

boldest quail. All the afternoon was de- 

voted to that, the most tiresome of all 

work, and the irons were finally taken off 

just in time to put the kettle on for tea; 

after which Mary washed her burning face 

at the kitchen tap and trotted pleasantly up 

to her hot little den over the kitchen, to 

brush her hair and put on a clean apron 

before setting the tea table. This wasona 

broiling July day, when I, who love heat, 

was almost worn out with the exertion of 

trying to keep cool. It was merely a 

specimen day of Mary's lite, she had done 

a large washing the day before, and would 

sweep and wash windows the next day. 

She had no idea of complaining, she was 

used to it and expected to continue in the 

same path until she got married and worked 

for herselt; but I could not help thinking 

how little she got in return for her unceas- 

ing labor, and how hardly she earned her 

seven dollars a month. After her work was 

finished what spirit or energy had she left 

for enjoyment? She must have been too 

tired even to stroll down town and do any 

of her small shopping, or run up the street 

to see a friend, and it she remained at 

home what chance of rest had she? No 

sofa to rest her weary limbs upon, as the 

tired mistress always has, no cool parlor to 

lounge in, but a choice between the stifling 

kitchen in which she has worked all day, 

and the still hotter *‘kitchen bedroom” 

which has been storing up heat all day 

long and generously gives it out again, all 

night. There is nothing mean about a 

kitchen bedroom, it displays more gener- 

osity in disseminating heat in summer and 

cold in winter, than a rich relative does in 

the matter ot giving free advice. 

So Mary's choice is narrowed down to 

the kitchen doorstep, and there she sits 

until her room is cool enough to insure her 

against suffocation, and then she goes to | 

bed. 

A cheerful life surely and one to recom- 

mend itself to all sensible girls, in prefer- 

ence to working in a factory, a hot, stuffy, 

factory where the work is constant and too 

hard for any girl to stand long. It would 

be a unique factory which was warmer than 

a kitchen on either baking or ironing day, 

or any other day in the year when cooking 

was going on, and if there is any establish- 

ment of the kind where the working hours 

extend from half past five in the morning, 

until eight or nine at night, I have yet to 

hear of it. Why, I have had a cultivated 

and christian woman say to me, *‘The 

trouble with girls now-a-days is that they 

have too much liberty, I never allow mine 

out in the evening except once a week and 

then they must be in by nine o'clock. I 

always keep them employed! I don’t be- 

lieve in idleness, so I make them hem all 

my kitchen towels, and sheets and pillow 

cases after their work is done, it keeps 

them out of mischief and saves my putting 

my sewing out. There is nothing like 

knowing how to manage girls, and I think 

I can manage mine.” 

I happened to know that this same 

“manager's” servants were paying for 

having their underclothes made out, and one 

of them paid three dollars for having a print 

dress made, which, with a little assistance, 

she could easily have manufactured herself 

in the evenings. 
Now is it any wonder that girls prefer 

their freedom to such slavery as this, and 

that in conservative England, a *‘Maid- 

servants Union” has been recently started ? 

I have not the least doubt that the num- 

ber of saucy, incompetent and lazy girls 

who live out is large, else the complaints of 

useless servants would not be so numerous, 

and in writing what I have, I do not refer to 

the servant girls of the United States, of 
whom I know little, but if they are at all 

like our own they are by no means as black 

as they are painted. I speak of what I 

bave observed of the average Canadian 

serving maid, no better and no worse than 

the rest of her class; whom I have some- 

times seen scrubbing the kitchen floor after 

ten o'clock at night, whose hours of labor 

have no clearly defined limit, and whose 

calling is somehow looked down upon, even 

by those she serves. 

It seems to me that the question of how 

we shall be served. 1s gaining in importance 

every day, since the number of girls who 

are leaving service to go into canning 

factories, cotton mills, and tailor shops is 

increasing so rapidly; and a recent writer 

in an English paper strikes very near the 

root ot the matter, when he says that the 

time has come when the need of definite 

hours of work for domestic servants is 

clearly felt; and the solution he suggests, 

of this difficulty seems plausible enough. 

It is that servants shall no longer sleep un- 

der their employers roof, but come ata 

stated hour in the morning, as charwomen 

do now, perform the amount of work speci- 

fied, and then go home at whatever hour is 

agreed upon. 
It may be a little hard at first, for the 

housewife who is accustomed to be served 

at all hours, but she will grow. accustomed 

toit in time, and plan her work accordingly. 

Of course all reform movements take time, 

and it will doubtless be some time before 

the hiring of servant girls by the hour be- 

comes general. In the meantime if the 

mistress would put herselt in the maid's 

place occasionally and try to realize how 

hard that place often is, [ think it would 

simplify the ‘*Servant Girl Question” to a 
very remarkable degree. 

As this is the pineapple season, and as it 

does not last forever I must give my readers 

tbe benefit of two excellent recipes for pre- 

paring that spring dainty. i 

Pineapple Trifle. 

Select a ripe sweet pineapple, pare care- 

fully, and chop into dice, cover it with two 

small cupfuls of sugar, and set it aside. 

Cover a package of gelatine with cold 

water, let it stand two hours and then dis- 

solve with a cupful of boiling water. Add 

the pineapple, with the juice of one lemon, 

and stir the mixture on ice. When it be- 

gins to stiffen, turn in the well beaten 

whites of six eggs and beat until creamy. 

Serve with custard. I should recommend 

a larger amount of sugar, but then I have 

a very sweet tooth, indeed they are all 

sweet. 
Pine Apple With Wine. 

Peel the fruit carefully, slice them or cut 

into dice—some authorities say, tear. it 

asunder with forks, but Ihave tried this, 

and found 1t just as easy as it would be to 

carve a tough goose with ones fingers—Put 

a layer in a glass dish, sugar well, and wet 

with a few spoonfuls of sherry, continue 

the alternate layers of fruit, sugar and 

wine until the dish is full, then set on-ice, 

and eat within a hour after it is prepared, 

as the wine will toughen the fruit; which 

is none to tender at the best of times. ; .. 

Butter Cup, St. John—ghe lead péncil 
was all right my dear, because your, letter 

was well written, and periedy distinct, 
and of course your writing on only one side 

of the paper counted largely in your favor. 

My dear girl, I never heard that for two 
people to see a shooting star at the same 

moment had any special significance; the 

only two superstitions connected with falling 
stars, that I ever beard are, first'that a 

falling star means the passing of a soul 

from ite to immortality, in other words a 

death, and the other, that if anyone suc- 

ceeds in making a wish while the star is 

still in sight, he will be sure to obtain his de- 

sire. That is all I know about it, and I am 

sorry, for your sake that my knowledge is so 

limited. 

CINDERELLA, St. John—You do not say 

whether the dress is ot white muslin, or 

serge veiling, or any woolen material, and | 

that would make a Fx difference ; but in 

any case, you would be safe in wearing any 

pale shade, such as grey, ve ‘pale iaven- 

der, or very light tan. Silk loves are 

prettiest with muslin or lawn hese, and 

they are quite correct with other costumes 
in the hot weather; do not wear white 

gloves on any consideration ; the veil may 

either match the gloves or be white. 

Your writing is very distinct and pretty, 

but not what is called a fashionable hand. 

I will hunt up the verses for you) when 1. 

Genuine Barg 
There are so many Bargains offered now that it is hard to tell when one is getting a Bargain. 

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR A 

one in a 3.00 pair lot of 

ain ? 
Yet we think, and KNOW we have 

Ladies’ Fine Kid Buttoned Boots, 
hand sewed, which we purchased at less than half cost. The usual retail price is £5.00. 

We can sell this Lot at $2.50. 

WATERBURY % RISING, - - - 34 KING AND 
212 UNION STREETS 

H AVE you tried it? 

IF Not, WHY Not? 

Silk and Twist is unequalled for 

all Ladies’ Tailoring, Dressmak- 

ing, and general domestic use, 

It possesses a strength, lustre, 

and evenness which you find in 

no other thread. Ladies prefer 

it, dressmakers recommend it, 

can get a little time, but I am rushed today, 

and they are unfamiliar to me. I am glad 

you like the Woman's page so much. 
ASTRA. 

An Old Legend. 

Monday’y bairn is fair of face. 
Tuesday’s bairn is full of grace. 

Wednesday's bairn is dour and sad. 

Thursday’s bairn is merry and glad. 
Friday’s bairn is free and giving. 

Saturday’s bairn works hard for a living. 

Sunday’s bairn will never know want. 

But the bairn who is born on Easter day 

Is blithe and bonny, and guid and gay. 

BROKEN DOWN WOMEN! 

HOW THEY REGAIN LIFE 

AND STRENGTH! 

CHEERING NEWS! 

A TORONTO LADY SPEAKS ! 

“Three Bottles Have Made Me a Different 

Woman!" 

A few unbelievers, skeptics and doctors 

may scoff, and ridicule even sworn state- 

ments, but their unbelief and disdain will 

never convert an intelligent people. No 

amount of professional medical sophistry 

will convince a man or woman who has 

been cured by Paine’s Celery Compound, 

that some other agency wrought the cure. 

The cured people know that often they 

have been treated in vain by doctors—yes, 

in hundreds of cases, given up as incurable 

—and that there was only one agency on 

earth that gave them health and life after 

repeated failures. 

. To-day we are enabled to give all suffer- 

‘ers in Canada an instance, a most remark- 

able one too, of the failure of doctors; and 

and after their vain efforts, the triumph of 

Paine's Celery Compound. 
Mrs. M. Thompson, of 610 Eastern Ave.. 

Toronto, was thoroughly broken down, and 

in a condition that caused anxiety and 

alarm. She writes as follows, after experi- 

encing and realizing the good that comes 

from using Paine’s Celery Compound :— 

«+1 feel it my duty to let the public know 

what Paine’s Celery Compound did for me, 

and trust it will be a benefit to other suf- 

terers. 
I was much reduced in flesh and in a 

thoroughly broken down condition, result- 

ing from dyspepsia and nervousness. I 

was recommended to try the compound; I 

did so, and three bottles have made me a 

different woman. 
Previous to taking your Compound, I 

bad taken medicine from some of the best 

doctors in the city, but with no good results. 

Therefore I have every reason to be thank- 

ful for Paine’s Celery Compound, and take- 

great pleasure in recommending it to oth 

ers.” Y ours sincerely, 
M. THOMPSON. 

Suffering and diseased people of Canada, 

let us tell you that such cures as the above 

are being heard of every day. No failures, 
no long-continued days of agony and sus- 

pense when you use Paine’s Celery Com- 

und ; it cures, heals, gives new lite. See 

that you are given this wonderful medicine 

when you ask for it; take no substitute. 

Charles Dickens’ Complete Works—15 vols 
Given for one new or renewal! subscription and $4.50 

additional. 

We have no premium that 1s so great a bargain as our Set of Dick
ens in 15 volumes ; 

handsome cloth binding, plain large print with 257 illustrations. 
This set of books is 

listed at $15. but usnally sells for the bargain retail price $7.50
. Our price to old of 

new subscribers wth a years subscription is $6.50. 

ENGRAVING. 

‘ PROGRESS" ENGRAVING BUREAU, 
$1 JOHN N. B. 

EXPRESSES, 

‘Canadian Express Co. 
General Express Forwarders, Shipping 

Agents and Custom House Brokers. 

Forward Merchandise, Money and Packages
 of 

every description; collect Notes, Drafts, Accou
nts 

and Bills, with goods (C. O. D.) throughout the 

Dominion of Canada, the United States and Eu
rope. 

Special Messengers daily, Sunday excepted, over
 

the Grand Trunk, Quebec and Lake St.
 John, Que- 

bec Central, Canada Atlantic, Montreal and Sor
el, 

Napanee, Tamworth and Quebec, Central On
tario 

and Consolidated Midland Railways, Intercolonial 

Railway, Nothern and Western Railway, Cumber- 

land Railway, Chatham Branch Railway, Stea
mship 

Lines to Digby and Apappolis and Charlott
etown 

and Summerside, P. E. I., with nearly 600 agenc
ies 

Connections made with responsible Express Com
 

anies covering the Eastern, Middle, Southern 
and 

Western States, Manitoba, the Northwest Ter
ritor- 

jes and British Columbia. 
; 

Express weekly to aud from Europe via Canad
ian 

Line of Mail Steamers. 
Agency in Liverpool in connection with the 

for- 

warding system of (ireat Britain and 
the continent. 

Shipping Agents in Liverpool, Montreal, Queb
ec 

and Portland® Maine. 
Goods in bond promptly attended to and forwarde

d 

with despatch. 
: 

Invoices required for goods from Canada
, United 

States or Europe, and vice versa. 
J. R. STONE, Agent, 

H.C. CREIGHTON, Ass. Supt. 

DOMINION EXPRESS 
COMPANY, 

(Via C. P. R. Short Line) 
Forward Goods, Valuables and Money to all

 parts 

of Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba, Northwest T
erritor- 

ies, British Columbia, China and Japan
. Best con- 

nections with England, Ireland, Scotla
nd and all 

parts of the world. 

Offices in all the Principal towns in New Brun
s- 

wick and Nova Scotia. 

Operating Canadian Pacific R’y and branches
, In- 

tercolonial R'y to Halifax, Joggins R'y, New B
runs- 

wick and P. E. I. R’y, Digby and Annapolis, cou- 

necting with points on the Windsor and Annapolis 

Railway. 

Handling of Perishable Goods a Speci
alty. 

Connect with all reliable Express Compani
es in 

the United States. Eight hours ahead o all com- 

peting Bxgeades from Montreal and points in 

ntario and Quebec. 

Lowest Rates, Quick Despatch and 
Civility. 

E. N. ABBOTT, Acting Agent, 

96 Prince Wm, Street, St. John, N. B. 

7. PARTELOW MOTT, 
165 Union St, - St.Johr,N. B. 

Woolen Goods and Wool. 
&&~ CASH PAID FOR WOOL. 

| 
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BERTON HOUSE, 
ST. JOHN, N. B. 

Permanent and Transient Board. Visitors to the 

city will find this house both central and pleasantly 

situated. For terms apply to Mrs. A. Daniel, No. 

45 Elliot Row. 

Panam HOUSE, 

ST. JOHN, N. B. 

The most convenient Hotel in the city. Directly ep- 

pesite N. B. & Intercolonial Railway station. 

Baggage taken to and from the depot free of 

charge. Terms—$1 to $2.50 per 4 
J. SIME, Proprietor. 

gr—- HOTEL, 

FREDERICTON, N. B. 

J. A. EDWARDS, Proprietor. 

Fine sample room in connection. Also, a first-class 

Livery Stable. Coaches at trains and boats. 

E— DUFFERIN, 

sT. JOHN, N. B 

FRED A. JONES, 
Proprietor. 

JJANERR HOUSE, 

FREDERICTON, N. B. 

Most beantitully situated in the centre of the city
, 

large, light, cheerful Sample Rooms, and & first
-class 

Livery and Hack stable in cennection with the house
. 

Coaches are in attendance upon arrival of all trains
. 

F. B. COLEMAN, 
Proprietor. 

b pera oy HOTEL, 

CONNORS STATION, MADAWASEA, N. B. 

JOHN H. McINERNEY, Proprietor. 

Opened in January. Handsomest, most spacious 

and complete house in Northern New Brunswic
k. 

Xie Regina.” 

Queen Eotel, 
HALIFAX, N. S. 

E have much pleasure in calling the attention of 

a and Jom to the ae Shes he 

UEEK esta ed a reputation for 

SL iahin the best and cleanest vedrooms, and the 

B® table and attention of any hotel in the 
maritime provinces, not all Canala. 

The FN contains 130 rooms, and 

is fi with all modern improvements, 

bath-rooms snd w.c's on every floor. 

The parlers attract a great deal of attention, as 

iy that line is to be seen in Can
ada 

been made a specialty 
es its re ~g visit wil 

The ¢ 
and ampl 

| satisfy any one as - the superiority of this Hetel. 
TON, MANAGER. 


