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Op A Batch of Anecdotes Upon Which the 
Superstitieus Might Place Weight--Things 

That Happen but Cannot Well be Ac- 

counted For. 

A few years ago says a recent writer, a 
gentleman entered a well-known New York 
hotel. While glancing over the visitors’ 
list he was surprised to find an entry cor- 
responding in every particular with his own. 
Naturally, the fact aroused his curiosity ; 
since he was aware no male relatives who 
were distinguished by the same christian 

and surname as himself. 
A speedy introduction followed, which 

revealed the singular fact that both men 
had been named after Colonel Elmer Ells- 
worth. The coincidence happened to be 
reviewed in the press, and its publication 
elicited from the Rev. E. E. Reynolds, of 
Ludlow, Vermont, the information that he 
too had been named after Colonel Ells- 
worth, and, strange to say, born the same 
week with the others. 

Not long since a Mr. A. H. Whitney, of 
Toronto, Canada—with his wife and a 
friend—put up one evening in Detroit, in- 
tending to resume his journey the following 

morning. That night the unfortunate gen- 

tleman expired in the extreme stages of 
consumption. He had been an invalid for 
three years, and was on his way to Mexico 
hoping to improve his health. 

But the strangest part is to come. Early 
the following morning another Mr, and 
Mrs. A. HI. Whitney arrived ; but this cou- 
ple were apparently in good health, Mr. 
Whitney doing his own registering, They 
were shown to their room, and here, scarce- 
ly ten minutes later, the second lady be- 

came a widow, her husband baving suc- 
cumbed to an attack of heart disease. 
The affair caused some consternation 

among tbe guests of the hotel, as its fea 
tures, so singularly dramatic, appeared at 
once to the popular imagination. Both 
men had held good positions and were 
comfortably off ; they were not related, nor 
had they met each other at any time. 
An incident illustrating the popular 

maxim, *‘There is nothing new under the 
sun,” is recorded in the annals of a well- 
known London publishing house. Among 
the many manuscripts submitted to them 
within the course of a few weeks, three 
were found to be identical in plot and 
action ; though, as might be expected, dif- 
fering slightly in treatment. They had 
each been written by an author of repute, 
without any attempt whatever at collabor- 

ation. 
Not frequently coincidences are as 

startling as they are unlooked for, but that 
which happened to a gentleman whese two 
sons were attending their respective col- 
leges at Oxford and Cambridge, is so sin- 
gular as to merit a few words in its favour. 
The elder, a young gentleman of expen- 

sive ways and habits, found it necessary to 
write home for a remittance, He had lost 
money over some betting transaction and 
was sorely in need of £20. How to obtain 
this sum without any inconvenient questions 
being asked puzzled him. His father, he 

was aware, held very pronounced opinions 

upon the sin of gambling, and was not like- 
ly to help him it he knew what purpose his 
money would be put. He therefore taxed 
his ingenuity for an excuse that would be 

both reasonable and likely to open his par- 
ent’s purse te the amount he required. 
The idea of writing up expenses for col- 

lege fees, books, stationery, aud his share 
in the outlay connected with one or two 

clubs to which he belonged, presented itself, 
as the most feasible excuse to be found for 

so sudden a call wpon the paternal re- 
sources, and, moreover, one which possess- 

ed the merit of figuring under the head of 

‘ necessities.” A letter was 
drawn up and despatched, and its result 

awaited with some amount of anxiety. 
Now, it happened the young gentleman 

at Cambridge was hkewise in need of a 

little pecuniary assistance, since his ex- 

penses in living had been rather higher 
than usual. To whom then should he apply 
more naturally than to his father ? At the 
same time, being aware the latter would 
stand no ‘‘nonsense,” it became expedient 

to dratt out a summary of expenses sufli- 

cient to cover the sum he needed. This 
was soon accomplished, and the letter 

despatched forthwith. 
Next morning their father’s astonishment 

may be better imagined than described. 
The two letters were practically identical, 
word for word. Each contained the re- 
quest for ‘‘a small remittance” of £50, de- 
scribing how the expenses had been incur- 
red and tallying in every particular, even 
to the figures as they totalled up, as 
though, indeed, the two had penned one 
letter and in their hurry forgotten to modity 
its composition to suit each other's style. 
One of those strange fatalities, which 

impress even the most incredulous among 
us, occurred recently in an old-fashoned 
riverside villa. As often happens, the house, 
though admirable in every respect, was 
unable to compete with the many villas aud 
family mansions—-with their ‘‘ modern 
conveniences"—which had sprung up mush- 
room-like around it. Nor was this all. 
Rumour had it—and for once she did not 

err—that a singular fatality connected the 
fate of the last tenant with that of his pre- 
decessor. Each had met with a painful 
and fatal accident about the completion of 
their fifth year of residence. 
The story went that several years ago 

the (then) occupant, a lady, had accidently 
en into the river and been drowned. 

"he second occupier met with a like mishap, 

plausible 

option of renewing it upon the same rea- 
sonable terms at the expiration of that 
period. At first, its history served as the 
occasion for a grim joke, but gradually old 
associations were forgotten and again it 
became the centre of attraction, vieing with 
its neighbours in extending a generous 
hospitality and in opening its doors to a 
wide circle of friends. 

Five years passed away, and when upon 
the eve of the sixth someone jocosely re- 
marked that this was presumably a day 
fatal to the master of the establishment, he 
invited those friends who were acquainted 
with the story to picnic with him up the 
river. The party returned home at night- 
fall. well satisfied with their entertainment. 
Nex morning, however, they were as- 

tounded to hear their genial host had pase- 
ed away during the night. Death the doc- 
tors attributed to heart disease. But, oc- 
curring as it did upon the very day which 
had proved so fatal years before to previous 
tenants, it struck many as a singular coin- 
cidence, 

WAS IT GOOD TASTE? 

Mr. Frith Critizes the Rccent Action of 

Some Well Meaning Citizens. 

To Tue Eprror or ProGress:—In 
the biography of the late Bishop Med- 
ley, recently published, will be found, at 
page 132, a brief reference to a lecture on 

‘good taste” which His Lordship delivered 
nearly forty years ago in St. John. Tbe 
few of the listeners to that able lecture 
who may still survive will net forget its 
keen and scathing arraignment of the offen- 
ders against the taste which is good: and 

if any of them read the kindly and discrim- 
inating article which appeared in your last 
issue on the possible return of Father Dav- 
enport to this city, it must have forcibly 
struck them that the class of offenders 
which the bishop denounced was not exter- 
minated by his phillipic. You say that 
petitions were signed by hundreds of per- 
sons of a!l creeds and faiths, who wanted 
the good father to come back to St. John. 

All very well. None could possibly have 
wanted him back more than the undersigned, 
and yet a mere flagrant breach of good 
taste could scarcely be conceived than these 
petitioners, (thoughtlessly perhaps, and 
with the best intentions) were guilty of. For 
to what was he invited to return? Not mere- 
ly, I presume, to the honorary chaplaincies 

of the St. George's Society and the (2nd 
Fusiliers ; not to the rectorate of a city 
church about to become vacant; but, it 
must be supposed, to the incumbency of a 
church already in charge of a priest ap- 
pointed by the bishop. Was no regard to 
be had to the feelings aud tenure 
of Dr. Williams who could only 
be removed from the Mission church 
for such cause as heresy, immoral- 

ity, or wanton neglect of duty 7 Was no 
respect due to the trustees of the church, 
in whose hands solely, if the Cure had been 
vacant, would reside the nomination of a 

priest ? Nay, was no consideration to be 
had of the fine and honorable feeling of 
Father Davenport himself, which could not 
but be wounded to the quick at such an ap- 
plication to him under the circumstances ? 
Fancy a petition ve Canon Knox-Little to 

come and take the rectorship of Trinity 
church-—-Archdeacon Brigstocke being 

rr still in possession ! 
It has so happened that Doctor Wil- 

liams, hearing of what was desir- 

ed by so many, and knowing 

the peculiar circumstances which made 
Father Davenport’s return to the Mission 
church desirable’ has most graciously and 
promptly, offered to retire ; but this ex post 
facto concession of the priest in charge 
affords not the slightest justification of the 
shocking bad taste ot the petitioners. Let 
us hape that they may make reparation it 
Father Davenport returns, by contributing 
freely to the expenses of the church. It is 
well known that Saint John Baptist is an 
absolutely free and unappropriated church; 
at present esffirely without endowment and 
wholly dependant on the offerings of the 
worshippers thereat. Affording as it does, 
ornate and attractive services, its expenses 
in proportion to its size, are far greater 
than those of any other church in the city ; 
and yet hundreds continually resort to it 
and make use of it, whose *‘offerings” do 
not exceed one eent, at any one service. 
To the really poor it is ever gladly open as 
free as air ; but they can hardly be welcome 
to (od or man who are able to pay and 
neglect or refuse to do so. 

H. W. Frirn. 

POINTS ON CIVIC AFFAIRS. 

Suggestions of Steps to be Taken for the 

Reduction of Taxes, 

To tne Ebpitor or ProGress:—I 

have not the tionor of being a member of 

“the Tax Reduction Association,” yet I 

have watched with increasing interest its 

movement. It has now paved the way for 

the reduction of the membership of our 

city council from 27 to 16 members, and 

secured the election of all these gentlemen 

on one and the same day, with an apparent 

annual saving of $1,100k This, however: 

is buta drop in the bucket. The civic 

expenditure of St. John now about equals 

our provincial expenditure. 

The Association having entered upon 

this important work, the ¢mestion now is, 

What next? 
Mr. W. W. Barnbull, in one of his able 

letters, clearly demonstrated the fact of 

the lax administration of our city assess- 

ment law, inter-alia, pointing out that fully 

$8,000,000 of Kirly taxable property, un- 
der the assessment law of 1887, is permitted 

to go scot free. No doubt the members of 

our Board of Assessors try to do as wéll as 

they can; but, have the duties of that office 

perty and income from labor, of the rate- 
payers of our enlarged city of St. John, un- 
der the legislature of to-day, without fear or 
favor of affection. Some property is now 
valued too high, and some absurdly too 
low. A proper administration of the as- 
sessment law of St. John would fairly 

equalize the burdens and reduce the rate 
from one and one half of one per cent to 
say, about one and a quarter per cent, with 
a probability of future reduction to the 
vicinity of one per cent. 

It this revaluation were intelligently 
done the wage earner, who is now assess- 

ed on $400 income, would pay say, 87 in- 
stead of 88; and the wealthy citizen now 
assessed on $100,000, would pay say. 
$1,252 instead of £1,502. The proper ad- 

ministration of our assessment law would 
therefore seem to be one of the problems 
with which this Tax Reduction Association 
will have to grapple. Is it possible, that 
under the present management, any con- 

siderable number of our peoplé escape 
taxation altogether ? 

In view of the Connelly embroglio, 
should not the Tax Reduction Association, 
take steps to ascertain whether the time has 
not arrived, when it would be expedient 
and in the best interests of our ever open 
port of St. John, to have the building of 
our wharves and the dredging of harbor, 
etc., done under the immediate super- 
vision of a permanent board of harbor 
commissioners, under the terms and con- 
ditions of our present dominion and pro- 
vincial legislature regarding the matter. 
This would reduce our civic indebtedness 
of about three-quarters of a million of dol- 
lars, and this one may fairly claim would 
materially reduce the tax-bill sent out an- 
nnally to the rate payer by our worthy city 
chamberlain. Under a commission all the 
affairs of the harbor administrator by the 
saw booms, would be paid through the 
Customs, so that the taxation, in this re- 
gard, would not affect the tax payers bill 
from the Chamberlain’s office, even to the 
extent of one dollar. 
The consolidation of our city debt of 

about three million of dollars is another 
matter calling for action. St. John has 
assets fully the equivalent of her indebted- 
ness, and her bonds for all practical pur- 
poses would be equal to British consols, so 
that a scheme to consolidate our city debt, 
gradually at say three and one half per 
cent per annum, is quite feasible, and this 
matter if naturally taken hold of could be 
accomplished in the not distant future. To 
this idea of consolidation of our city debt, 
it is only fair to, as an excuse for the ap- 
parent apathy of our present and former 
civic authorities, that the eitizens who now 
hold our bonds do not look with favor upon 
any movement in the reduction ot interest. 
This state of aflairs should not be allowed 
to continue and a determined effort should 
now be made to consolidate our city debt 
at a rate not exceeding three and one halt 
per cent per annum. 

In conclusion, 1 would only further call 
attention to the fact that in view of the pos- 
sibilities ot epidemios, we should as speedily 
as possible have water mains extended to 
Loch Lomond; then we would have an 
abundant supply ot as good water as there 
is in the world. Ray. 

MORE POINTS ABOUT THE FAIR. 

Including the Choice Song that is Heard 
Everywhere One Goes. 

In addition to the bright and readable 
letter which a well known St. John man 
contributes to ProGres this week, in re- 
gard to the Worlds Fair, the following 
additional pointers from the same source 
will be of interest. He says: 
The attendance is constantly growing. 

The first week I was there it ran over the 
1,000,000 mark. and one day 243,951 peo- 
ple paid to see the big show. 
The conduct of the multitude on the 

grounds is wonderfully orderly and respect- 
able. 1 did not see a single disturbance of 

any kind. 
The date for closing is set for October 

31st, but there is talk of continuing it 

longer, if the weather does not get too 
cold. Now, however, is the best time to 

gee it. Take a run out and you will never 

regret it. 

Ot all the types at the Fair the Dahemey- 

ites are probably the lowest and most de- 

graded in the scale of civilization. 
The only song one heard was ‘‘After the 

Fair.” It greeted you everywhere—on the 

streets, in the buildings, down the mid- 

way—there was no escaping it. The 

phonograph and the graphophone ground 

it off at you, the bands played it, it was 

hummed by the dudesque youth, and the 

swell boy whistled it. The music is the 

same as *‘After the Ball”, the words are— 

well, judge for yourself. Here 1s a speci- 

men verse :— 
A little maiden climbed an old man’s knee: 

Begged for a story, do uncle please 

Tell of Chicago, that wondrous town, 

With its tall buildings, they're wold renowned. 

Soon the great World's Fair will be at its height, 

Prices of all things will go out of sight. 

They":l charge for everything bus the air, 

But just watch the difference after the Fair. 

After the Fair is over just watch the rents come 

down, 

When all the rubes and hayseeds have skipped 

away from town; 

Mang a man will be busted, people will tear their 

hair, 

Hyde Park will be dead and buried after the Fair. 

For Every Day. 

Sweet Cream and all the fruits in season, 

Ginger Ale and Mineral Waters, Choice 

Rutter, Cheese and tresh Eggs, Canned 

Meats, Vegetables and soups at 32 Char- 

lotte St. from J. S. ArmsTRONG and Bro. 

Grocers. 

“progress” in Boston. 

Progress is for sale in Boston at the 

i Chapel News Stand, corner of School 

Na a 

The 27¢, all wool dress goods which we advertised a few days ago is 3 
all sold but an end or two. 2 
To take its place we offer an all-wool Chevron cloth at 35@, or a 3g 

dress length of § YDS, for TWO DOLLARS, and with trimmings consist- 3 
ing of skirt and waist having canvas, braid, steels, and shields for $3,00 ob 
The regular price of this cloth is §4(, ith 

trimmings only costs §3,00 2 
It is a rough, fuzzy, fleecy, homespunny goods, the same style as the 3p 

$10 Costume. 

FRED. A. DYKEMAN & CO., 

The whole dress with 

() —() 

97 King Street. 

Hawker's Pearls, 

Chas, McGregor, 137 Charlotte street, 

says Hawker’s Nerve and Stomach Tonic, 
Hawker’s Catarrah Cure, and Hawkers 
Balsam of Tolu and Wild Cherry are sell- 
in good form. 

To the Hawker Medicine Company limited : 

Chas, McGregor, 137 Charlotte street 

never said anything of the kind. See 
ProGress of 16th inst. C. McG. 

St. Jonx, Sept. 20, "03 

To the Hawker Meeicine Co :— 

Sir: While your Mr. Chestnut was con- 
versing with me in regard to the sale of 
our medicines, I did not think he was go- 

ing to publish our conversation, or would 
have said nothing, as I am opposed to all 
patent medicines, but had 1 known Mr. 
Chestnut wanted something tor publication, 
I could have done much better for him. 

Yours, etc., Chas. McGregor. 

TIME IS AN 

Object where one wishes to 
get to earning as soon as pos- 
sible. We think of time and 
save it, but we think more of 
careful preparation. But write 

for primer, free. 
9nell's Business College, = - Truro, N. S. 

CONDENSED ADVERTISEMENTS. 

Announcements under this heading not weg 
five lines (about 35 words) cost 26 cents eac 
Ee. Five cents extra for every additional 
ine. 

_ will “do the rest.” Send us your 

Films and Plates to be developed, etc., 

etc. Dark room 8x10 in connection. 

ROBERTSON'S, 94 Germain St. 23-9-1.* 

A NUMBER of Students to take a 
WANTED. Course in Telegraphy and secure 

good positions in Railway or Commercial offi es 

when competent. For terms apply to Principal. 
seg Bus. Ness ScHOOL, 85 Getmain St., St. 

ohn, N. B. 23-9-41* 

LADIES § stamps, and reeeive by return mail 
he Columbian Souvenir Needle Casket. A Sou- 

venir of the World’s Exposition. Every lady should 
have one. Agents wanted. Address, J. M. JENKINS, 

16-9-21* 

Send %5cts. Silver or (9) nine 3 ct. 

51 Exmouth St., Saint John, N. B. 

KODAK is what you want for your Hol 
iday Trip. We have them from $8.00 
up. We supply any other Instru- 
ment made, lower than you can im- 
port Call or write. LEB. ROBERT- 
soy & Co., 94 Germain St. 

23-9-1t* 

YOUR COAL. Oae 35c. Box of Koal 

SAVE... will save 4 ton of Coal. Send 25c.
 for 

Agents wanted. Address: COAL SPAR sample box. 
23-9-1t* Co., 60 Prince Wiliiam St., St. John, N. B. 

A live man in every town and vil- 

WANTED. lage in the Maritime Provinces to 

take orders for PILariM PANTS —the greatest pair of 

£3.00 trousers made in Canada. Liberal terms. Ad. 

dress at once to The Piigrim Pants Co, P. O. box 

250, St. John, N. B. 19-8-tf. 

STAMPS for Hand Printing, Linen 

Markers, Monograms, Autographs 

Crests, Business Stamps, Changeable 

Type, Daters, Seal Presses, Stencils, 

to order promptly. ROBERTSON PRINT 

ING STAMP WORKS, 94 Germain St., 

St. John, N. B. 23-0-11* 

—Three "experienced sales’ Ladies. 

WANTED Apply to B. MEYERS, 708 Ma
in st., 

North End. 19-8-tf. 

SUPPLIES for Amateurs, 

HOTOos Plates, Films, Artists 

and Bromid Paper, Developers and 

Toning Solutions, Printing Frames, 

Card Mounts, Raby Lanterns, etc., ete-, 

in stock. LEB. RopemrsoNn & Co., 94 

Germain St. 16-9-1t* 

BICYCLES have every im- 

REMINGTON provement up to date. Learn 

all ab ut them before ordering your new 
wheel by 

sending postal tor a catalogue to HAROLD GIL
BERT, 

54 King Street, St. John. 
17-6 tf. 

MATEU PHOTOGRAPHERS. Printing 
and general finishing for amateurs. 

evelopers, Toning and fixing solutions for sale. 

LuGrIN Proto STUDIO, 38 Charlotte St., T
I 

N. B. 

in centre of Nothessy, seven 

A COTTAGE misutes 9) ng pom 

4 ered and painted; suita or large or sma 

Ary Reut soderets. Apply D. Russmy, Haw- 

ker Medicine Co., 104 Prince Wm. street. 13-5 

to the World's Fair at Chicago 

VISITOR requiring rooms only, wit find 

ample accommodation and within a block of the 

street cars going to the Fair grounds. For full par- 

ticulars address Rooms 737 63rd court, E
nglewood, 

Chicago, 111. For references apply at PROGRESS 

Office. 
20-5-tf. 

FRAZEE’S “5 Noi season. day and 
vening. Best place to learn Bookkeeping, Busin- 

oy also Stenography and Typewriting. Send 

for eur circular. J.C. P. FRAZER, Principal. tf 

| A FEW PERMANENT or 

BOARDING. Zvanslont § ers can LFA 

odated with large and pleasant rooms 

ay senteally looted house, 78 Sidney 
street.— 

Mes. McINNIS. May2 

1 at Rothesay for sale or to rent 

RESID ENCE for the Summer months. 
That 

pleasantly 8 house knewn as the Titus prop 

bout one and a half miles from Rothesay 

4 = within two minutes walk of the Ken
nebe 

\ reasonable. ly to H. G. F 

Sorrister ot Law; Pugsley BoB . ivr d 

PRESS THE BUTTON,” and we | 

Wp = =geOl™= 

SCHULTZE SMOKELESS POWDER. 
Has greater penetration, 
With closer and more even pattern. 
Less recoil, less report. 
Less smoke, less fouling than any other explosive. 

SILVER MEDAL, INTERNATIONAL INVENTORS EXHIBITION. 
| Highest award to any 6 UNPOWDER. | | | Must be used only with special shell. 

Made by Union Metal Cartridge Co. 

W. H. THORNE & CO." 
THE ROYAL DIAMOND. 

King of Wood Cook Stoves. 

Ft Spee pepties Wood Steve in the mashat. 
trictly first-class in construction, and highly finished at a very moderate price. 

Made either with or without water tank. ’ pi ie xe une 

75 to 79 
— +, EMERSON & FISHER, Prince Wm. St., St. John, 

and by leading Stove dealers everywhere. 

FIRE! FIRE! 
$5,000 WORTH OF DRY 60OODS DAMAGED BY FIRE AND WATER 
Great Bargains, 50and 75 per cent Discount on Goods to Clear. 

MUST BE SOLD TO MAKE ROOM FOR NEW STOCK. 

Sale Commences WEDNESDAY, SEPY. 13h, ANP CON TEC0Ds Ark SOLD. TA 
CALL EARLY AND GET YOUR BARGAINS. 

B. MYERS, - 708 Main St. 

CISSORS. 

A LARGE AND VARIBD ASSORTMENT COMPRISING 

Buttonhole, Il Embroidery, 
Nail, Cutting Out 

and Fancy Work Scissors. 

T. McAVITY & SONS, ST.J0HN,N.5. 

ILLUMINATING OILS. 
Lubricating Oils 

—AND— 

GREASES. 
All Guaranteed Pro- 

BLACK) 
Ol 

$a 350° 3 1%} 

Oo ducts. 

RELIANCE r= 
CYLINDER Write for Quotations. 

: /= . Samples Furnished 

TEEN Cute ie upon application. 

IMPERIAL OIL CO, Ltd. 
H. A. DRURY, Manager, 
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