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IVE CENTS:;

NOW VOTE FOR ECONOMY.

THE SCHEME OF THE TAX REDUC-
TION ASSOCIATION.

To Be Voted Upon by All the People next
Thursday—A Chance to Cast Your Ballot
for Retorm and Economy--Let Everyone

do so,

An election next Thursday !

An election without the excitement of a
contest, without the enthusiasm of partizans
without the fervor of party speeches ! What
are things coming to?

The very absence of all the usual wind
and bluster, and all the other accompani-
ments of a political contest marks the elec-
tion of next Thursday as one of greater
ifportance to the residents of the city than
any that has taken place here for years.

It is more important than a Dominion

election, more important than a Provincial
fight. more important than the choice of a
mayor or the selection of an alderman be-
cause it particularly concerns the tax-
payers of the city, whether they are to keep
along in the same old rut as they have been
moving in for years or whether they pro-
pose to start a new furrowin civic govern-
ment and keep it straight.
' In other words the scheme of the Tax
Whduction Association comes before all the
people for their approval er disapproval
next Thursday. Not belore a part of the
people, not before those who have been
able to pay their taxes before a certain
date, not before the property owners or
any particular class but before «ll the peo-
ple in the city who have been honored with
a tax bill and whose age and earning capa-
city entitles them to be called citizens.

That scheme has been printed in all the
newspapers again and again and has been
circulated from door to door in leaflet form.
The peovle should be well acquainted with
it by this time. It means so much for
them and their descendants that it should
be known by heart. Not that it is perfec-
tion—no law ever placed upon the statute
book could be called perfect at first—but
it is the first step in the directiou of civic
reform—it is more than a step, it is a great
stride towards a system of civic govern-
ment that cannot fail to be more satisfac-
tory than that we have had.

Today the eity of St. John is governed
by factions, by thirteen of them, composed
of two aldermen from each ward in the
thirteen aldermanic districts. Sometimes
they are chosen byjthe people of the wards
and sometimes they are not. Sometimes
there is an election but more frequently
there is none. Chques, rings, factions, set
up two men to represent them and the peo-

. ple of the ward take so little interestin the

matter thet the people who wantto run
matters do so. No matter how incapable
a man may be he gets ;his seat if he is
the candidate of the proper wards heelers.
He has the same voting power as the re-
presentative who is chosen by the people
in another ward, he has the some power to
vote money, the same power to help along
schemes and oppose the wishes of economi-
cal representatives.

Elected by a deal he continues in the
business in the council. Wishing to get
some useless or unnecessary expenditure in
his own ward, he simply lays his plans and
waits bis opportunity until something 1s
proposed in another part of the city which
may be supposed to be useful and necessary.
Unless he gets what he wants in his own
particular ward he opposes it, gets his col-
league to add his influence and other
aldermen who, perhaps, have their own
axes to grind in the future, to join them.
In many cases the result is that he gets
what he wants, and something like the
present Brussels street curbing or the pre-
paratory stages of Moore street swallow
the money of the people.

That is what the gentlemen of the tax
reduction associaiion term *-back scratch-
ing” and itis only ome ol the many
evils of the present system that they
wish to sink out of sight forever.
Their aim and their plan is not to permit
any alderman to be eleeted solely by his
ward.. He may be nominated there but
the taxpayers of all the other wards in the

. city must approve of and vote for him be-
fore he can sit at the council board and

vote away the money of the people. That
is their plan—a man must be a representa-
tive of the whole city before he can say
what the city shall do.

There are too many alderman at present
—twenty-six men could governs a city four
times the size of St. John, and then not
make so much tuss about it as there is to-
day in looking after the affairs of this city.
Another feature of the tax reduction asso-
ciation scheme is to reduced this number
to 15, to have 13 of this number nominated
by the people of the respective wards in
which they live or do business—and that
is an essential point—and to have the
other two alderman making up the whole
number selected from any part of the city in
which they may happ:n to live. This en-
sures a council taken from every corner of
the city and they must be elected by all the
voters. Here is where the importance of
the plan comes in; a voter in Stanley
ward votes for the candidate nominated by

every other ward in the city ; in other words
he votes for the whole council, for fifteen
men, instead of for two men as at present.

The plan also includes the election of
the mayor, on the same day as the alder-
men. ProcGress does not propose to
enlarge upon the advantages of the plan—
they are too patent to all to need point-
ing out again or dwelling upon—but a
word may mot be amss in regard to the
election, and how tt is going forward, to
those in favor of the scheme, and those who
are opposed to it.

In spite ot the fact that the approval of
the scheme will mean the retirement of
nearly halt the council, nearly all of the
present aldermen are in favor of it.
Alderman Kelly, McGoldric, McKelvey
and one or two others are opposed to it,
but even'they are not opposing it with any
activity, and expect it to pass with a rush.

And so it will. There are hundreds of
people whe have mever voted before who
will deposit their ballot this time, hundreds
who will be glad to do what little they can
to lessen the burden of taxation they are
complaining of now. ‘This statement is
made upon the assurarces given to the
officers ot the association and to the work-
ers who have prepared for the contest.

Perhaps anothér indication of how fav-
orably theidea has been received s the
cordial way the citizens asked to contribute
toward the expenses ol the campaign have
responded. Many ot them have given
what was asked ot them freely and volun-
teered to make up any deficiency that there
might be afterward. Such assurances as
these came from the heaviest tax-payers as
well as from others who gave in proportion
to their ability.

The Association has been holding meet-
ings pretty regularly and when the polls
open next Thursday the wards will be
found fairly well organized. In many
cases there have been contributions of
teams as well as cash and in the main the
ward workers will be well supplied also
from this standpoint. Still more contribu-
tioms of this sort will be »elcome.

It there is any opposition it has yet to
develop. So far it is passive not active.
There is an impression that the North End
will show more opposition to the scheme
than any part of the city but there is no
warrant for this beyond the tact that some
of the aldermen trom that quarter have
expressed themselves against the scheme.

The best advice that ProGrEss can give
to all its readers who have votes, is to lose
no time next Thursday morning in turning
out and voting for the plan proposed by
the Tax Reduction Association. Every
man bas a vote whose name appears on the
list and it is his privilege to record it in
favor of a change in the city government
that may mean much to him and his in the
future.

In the Heart of the City.

All those who have been accustomed to
pass along Princess street cannot fail to
note the very agreeable change in the ap-
pearance of those buildings selected by the
Misses Morley & Haydon for the Morley
Ladies College and Conservatory of Music,
as well as the Kindergarten school. So many
alterations and improvements have been
made in the front of the building that it
does not appear to be the same structure.
The carpenters and masons, who have been
busily at work there for the past few weeks,
have now departed, and the schools are
ready for their occupants. The Misses
Morley & Haydon bave selected an admir-
able stafl' to asist them in their work of
teaching, and with premises that are so
centrally and so healthfully situated there
should not be the least difliculty in procur-
ing a satisfactory attendance almost assoon
as they are opened. The Misses Morley
& Hadyon are English ladies and will con-
duct their school as such schools are con-
ducted in the old country.

Economical in Small Tl;lnxs.

Considerable time was taken up at a re-
cent meeting of the Treasury Board dis-
cussing whether or not the two inch adver-
tisment announcing the tax discount should
be inserted in the newspapers of the city
or posted about on the dead walls. It was
proposed to use the newspapers and do
away with the old method ot the quarter
sheet bill and bill poster, but this met with
a storm of objections, as also did ‘the pro-
position to msert the advertisement in the
city newspapers. It was finally agreed
that the announcement should appear in
four dailies once or twice a week each,
with especial emphasis on the once or twice.
The weekhes are out of it.

They Cost $6,50 E;ch.

It came out at a recent meeting of the
common council committee that the suits
ordered by Mayor Peters from Mr. Camp-
bell, to be supplied to the oarsmen of the
official boat that carried his worship back
and forwards from the Blake, cost $6.50 a
piece, and this included two hats to match.
Some ot the North End aldermen grew
faceticous over the bill and propesed that
those members of the council who had been
honored with an invitation to board the
Blake should chip in and help his worship

to pay for the suits.

CITIZENS WHO CAN SLUG.

ANUMBER OF:HALIFAX MEN HA VE
A FRIENDLY BOUT.

A Fire Department that Has Some Evila
Connected With It—There are Two Chiefs
—The '"Tenants at Maplewood Are Not
Obliging.

1 aLirax, September 7.— The past year
or 1wo has witnessed considerable improve-
ment in some directions in Halifax. An
eviilence of progress is the condition of the
city's fire department. It has been made
more effective in its apparatus. and the
management, at least, is as good as it has
been for years. But Halifax conservatism
is seen in the fact that efforts to secure paid
permament fire service have been success-
fully resisted, year after year. The rank
and file of the firemen in Halifax are vol-
unteers, and yet advances have been
made towards a paid department. A large
number of engineers and drivers are paid
to devote their whole time to the ecity.
Still there is a great gulf between the pres-

quipped and disciplined paid department.
Captain Broyderick is elected captain ot
the department by the active members.
He happens to be a good man for the place,
but he may do something during his term
to render himselt unpopular with the men
and out he will go at the end of the year.
A man, the chances are equal, may be
made captain in his place, whose only gual-
itication is, not that he is the best man,
but that he has been able to make hmsel
popular with the volunteer firemen. The
command of the fire department of Halifax
rests absolutely in the hands of a hundred
or so men totally irresponsible to the city,
and who, as a rule, have but a small stake
in its material interests. They are split
into rival parties between whom there is
no love lost.

There is another feature of the Halifax
fire department which still further weakens
its usefulness. The chairman ot the board
of fire wardens, appointed by the city, is
clothed with some authority at a fire. He
may he just as inexperienced as some of
the captains who quite possibly may bave
control. But even it both are good men,
their authority is likely to clash, and it
does clash, and has clashed. Ata recent
Water street fire the orders given by chair-
man Ryan were inexcusable. They were
unaccountable escept on one supposition,
which will be given if the occasion to do s0
again occurs. The firemen are considering
what will be their proper course if chair-
man Ryan is not more intelligible at the
next big fire.

There was good natured fun at the ex-
hibition building one evening last week.
It was after the sparring matches
had been concluded and the crowds of
spectators had dispersed. A dozen jovial
members of city council and ward politicians
remained behind in the exhibition building
to drink one another’s healtb, and talk over
the merits of the show, and try to find out
whether, after all, Lannon could knock out
Artilleryman White. Then the dozen
organized a sparring competition on their
own account. The first bout was between
ex-alderman Pickering and Academy of
Music Manager H. B. Clarke. There was
not much science on either side, and
honors were not unequally divided. The
slight injuries received were also shared
somewhat equally. The bout between al-
derman W.J. Stewart and caretaker J. D.
Irons was too one-sided for very much ex-
citement to be aroused. The alderman
handled the gloves in such a way as to
knock out the Wanderers' efficient care-
taker again and again, in quick succession.
A blow from tbe aldermanic right and an-
other from the left were both very effective.
Yes, Alderman Stewart is certainly a nice
boxer. There was a third contest, and
that was the one in which Alderman Ham-
ilton, whom ProGress has more than once
noticed in a somewhat similar connection,
was pitted against A. W. Redden, a well-
to-do-shoe-dealer on DBarrington street.
There was no blood spilt and no bruises
were apparent but Redden was proved to
be by far the better man of the two, and
the alderman was awfully glad when time
was called. The programme ended with
t he three events.

When it was over there was some more
liquid refreshments and handshaking all
round. The pairs have themselves pretty
well sized up now. If two of them were
to advertise a public sparring competition
it would gather ina great gang of blood-
thirsty spectators. They were only in fun!

Human nature is selfish. One of the
city papers has already vaguely referred to
the latest instance ot it. A church picnic
took place at Maplewood, a large estate on
the North-west arm. Ex-Alderman Pick-
ering is manager of the company owning
the estate. T'hree or four tenants occupy
part of the Maplewood house* and one or
two cottages. Their rights are restricted
to that, and they have no claim to the wide
grounds as a whole. KEfforts to eject the
Sunday school picnickers were {rustrated

ent volunteer system and a properly e-

Sunday school teachers went to Maple-
wood to ask for water to make tea and
coffee, a fair tenant, who has three
rooms in the mansion for the summer,
said it was impertinent for ladies to ask for
water from the pump tank, which she had
to pay fifty cents per week to keep filled.
So the teachers walked a quarter of a mile
for a couple of gallons of water. The so-
called aristrocratic people in the house, and
the cottages, bardly dared to come out all
day for fear they would see the happy
children enjoying themselves for one day on
grounds which they monopolized, without
payment of rental, tor the livelong summer.
They’re sorry now they didn’t merely grin
and bear it, and not make such anexhibi-
tion of selfishness.

FOSTER AN UNBIDDEN GUEST.

How the Finance Minister Was Entertained
at a Banquet inthe Barker House,

Frepericron, Sept.6.—When the Hon.
George Lulas Foster,minister of finance,was
in this city, he was closely guarded by many
of the leading conservative lest a crumb
should fall from his table and be gathered in
by the Mugwump liberals.

On the same date the Rev. Father O'Neill
of Memramcook, was doing the celestial,
drivking in its rural beauties so to speak,
and as this city is celebrated for its hospi-
tality the worthy father was accorded a full
share. e was banquetted at the Barker
House by host Colman and Father Savage
with a dozen or more iriends, prominent
among which was T. A. Sharkey, the soci-
able down town dry-goods merchant.

Alter Mr. FFoster's arrival in the city he
was escorted by friends to the Barker and
went to his room to prepare for dinner and
the serious time which would follow when
a deputation more or less disatisfied with
the tariff would hear him at the city hall.

Completing his toilet, he asked a waiter
when dinner would be served,being hungry
as a man just from St. John always is.

The waiter replied, ‘‘about half-past
one.”

At half-past one, Father O Neill's private
banquet party had just got nicely to work
at the delicacies of the season in room
No. 4.

No doubt the rattle of the plates guided
Mr. Foster in his quest for food and he en-
tered the private banquet hall to the sur-
prise, if not consternation, of all within.

What wanderer from the dim and misty
reguons of the hitherto had come to their
feast? Father Savage did not know,neither
did Father O'Neill, while T. A. Sharkey
remembered something about a page in old
Jewish history where something was said
about **satan appeared also.”

At this critical moment Ilost Colman
came into the room, showed the tariff man-
ipulator to a seat and whispered to one of
the guests, *‘It is a mistake.”

The hint was taken and Mr. Foster was
right royally entertained and did not know
but what he was a looked for guest. It
goes without saying that he was cordially
welcomed. The feast of reason and the
flow of soul, as well as the consumption of
more substantial viands went on with a
rush in the banquet hall, but there was woe
ane lamentation downstairs.

Several ot the civic oflicials with one or
two conservatives were looking for Ioster
to escort him to the city hall as be was an
hour late, but he came not.

They visited the regular dining room but
he was not there ; they sent a waiter to his
room, that also was vacant.

Wild thoughts filled their minds at once.
«+The finance minister has been killed by the
grits.” “He has been drugged with Mr.
Kelley's beer and hanged on Temple's flag
pole.” “He has gotin the way of the water-
inz cart and it has fallen on him.”

These and other equally reasonable sug-
gestions might have been heard. It was at
lengta decided to call out the infantry
school to search the whole town, the fire
bells were to ring and the four hundred
factory whisles would unite in the music.

Betore the scheme could be put to
practice the genial minister appeared, hale
and hearty, declaring that ‘it was the most
delightful banquet he had ever attended.”

Frep RickTon.

Two Portly Alderman.

Notwithstanding ProGress’ good advice
the genial junior alderman from Stanley
gave the council one of his eloguent pero-
rations at the meeting Thursday. There
was an excuse for it, however, in the pres-
ence of two visiting aldermen from Boston,
whom he had introduced to the board and
who sat in seats of honor. The Boston
aldermen were good specimens of the
portly species. They evidently don’t worry
themselves thin over the business of Boston.

The September Issue Exhautted.

An extract from a letter PROGRESS
received a day or two ago from the Cos-
mopolitan Magazine, says ‘‘The success
so far attending the Cosmopolitan at its
new price is best illnstrated by the fact
that, although our edition for September
was over ‘one hundred and fifty thousand,

by Mr. Pickering. Then wken the delicate

yet today we have no more copies to supply
to the trade.”

TROTTED AGAINST ORDER

SPECULATION MEETS BRAZILIAN
AT THE ST.STEPHEN PARK.

Mr. Carvill Ordered His Horse not to be
Trotted by Telegraph and the Driving
Park Ordered Him to Trot—What will
Come of it?

When secretary Thompson of the St.
Stevhen driving park telegraphed to George
Carvill at Bangor that they would have to
start Speculation in the free for all race,
the owner of the gray stallion gave him an
answer to think over. 1t did not contain
more than the regulation number of words
but there was no doubt as to its meaning.
He absolutely forbid the track people from
touching his horse.

In spite of that and in spite of the fact
that Mr. Frank Carvill who bad charge ot
the horse forbid the track people from
touching him, the judges ordered him from
his stall and gave him to the well known
driver Peter Carroll to drive in the free
for all race with Brazilian, Helena and
Minnie Grey.

Everybody knows the result of that race
now, how Brazilian took the first two heats
and Speculation the third, how darkness
and other causes postponed the race until
the morning when Speculation was found
to be very lame and had to be drawn.

The audience of 1000 people that as-
sembled at the park were worked uptoa
pitch of enthusiasm over the fact that the
speediest horses in the maritime provinces
in the free for all.
Brazilian and

were going to start
Amony the entries
Speculation, representative horses ol New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, the mare
Helena that had made such desperate
finishes with Arclight at Moosepath and the
well known and handsome Minnie Grey
that has always been a favorite with the
racing audiences.

With such a field in the free for all and
balf a dozen or more in the 2 40 class, a
good day sport was promised, and it was
good. Lady Jane C. opened the ball in the
'10 class by leading the party and winning
the heat. But then she was done, not bav-
ing been fitted or driven properly. Mr.
Jobnston was driving Rose L. and he
showed them what the mare could do. She
had trotted hard races in Bangor but three
days before, carred from there to St. Step-
hen, won second money in the 2.32 class
on Wednesday, though that was away out
of her class. and Wednesday went m to
win against a tough field in the "10 class.
One would have thought Helena B. and
Thorndale Echo her strongest rivals for
first meney, yet Helena B. was off that day
and Thorndale could not get near Rose L.
except in the last heat when he finished a
neck ahead but was set back for running.

were

Speculation had a new driver Wednesday
for the first time since he was three years
old. lle appeared on the St. Stephen
park after trotting in Bangor the week be-
fore without having been worked or even
jogged, save a little Peter Carroll gave him
on the day of the race. With a sore mouth
and a strange driver, without preparation
for a hard race he went in to compete with
Brazilian, the speediest horse in the Mari-
time provinces. The conditions were not
¢qual and yet Speculation did some won-
dertul work. He was not as steady as
Brazilian ; this wonderful four-year-old in
the hands of that veteran driver, Slipp,
never made a skip in all the heats.

Slipp was lucky at the start and drew
the pole. As the horses scored down there
was no doubt who was the favorite with
the people. The cheers and shouts for the
gallant appearing of Speculation as he
jogged past the grand stand showed where
the sympathies of the crowd were. llelena
too. was looking fit but never after the
start appeared to be in it for first place
with the leaders.

In the first two heats Drazilian was not
headed. Ile had the pole and took the
lead and kept it, with Speculation so close
to him however, that any mistake on the
part of Slipp, would have been fatal.
Speculation surprised those who knew him
best by his ability to score as rapidly and
as well as any horse there. In fact, he
was very rank both at Bangor and in this
race in this respect. In the former place,
with his owner driving, he could bardly
rein him, but this was caused by a cut
mouth. Having been handled entirely by
Lis owner and only used to him, it is little
wonder that the grey was not so steady as
he usually is, but every one conceded that
Carroll did remarkably well with a horse
that has so many peculiarities.

In the third heat he appeared to wake up
to the occasion and show what he could do.
It was as pretty a contest as was ever seen
in St. Stephen, Speculation and Brazilian
coming nose and nose down the home
stretch. Carroll had slowly gained upon
Shipp until the time came to finish and then
the staying qualities of Speculation came to
the front and he went under the wire a
winner by a neck. He made two breaks
while Brazilian trotted squarely but evident:
ly the judges considered that he gained
nothing for they awarded Lim the heat.

Brazilan appeared to be tired. He has

done a good amount of hard racing this

summer and the hLeats were beginning to
tel! upcn him. When the bell rang for the
horses to come out tor the fourth heat Slipp
told the judges that the rubber tire of his

' sulkey had burst and by the time another

was found for him it was too dark to go on
with the race.

Speculation’s friends think that if the
race bad been finished that night the grey
stallion would have won, but of course that
is simply conjecture. In the morning be
was lame—so lame that he could not be
started. This is unusual with Soeculation
who Yas never gone lame before in a race.
Brazilian trotted the next morning in
2.241; the best time on a maritime pro-
vince track. Speculation won his heat in
2.27 which bars him from the Fredericton
2.25 class.

Helena and Minnie Grey came within
speaking distance ot the winners and that
was all. The roan mare carried off second
money on account of Speculation being
drawn and Willis got third,but in the three
minute class his black mare Roline led all
the party with ease and won mn 2.33.

The races at Moosepath for next week
have all filled satisfactory and yromise to
be better than any fall races held there for
some time. The free far all race has no
local flyers in it but Brazilian, Resolution,
Stranger and others will make it interesting.
THE BULL CHASED THE PAINTERS
Two Objections to the Decoration of the

“Ministers Face.”

In some parts ot England and even in
the United States there are societies {or pre-
venting the desecration of beautiful scenery
by the glaring poster.  Perbaps there
is reason for it in crowded
countries where there is so much spread
advertising and so little natural scenery in
proportion to population. But only the
other day two energetic painters who pro-
posed to paint the **Ministers Face” in the
Kennebecasis at the instance of the Hawk-
er Medicine Company of this city found that
they had two quite serious objections to
overcome,either one of which was suflicient
to make them hesitate.

Perhaps the most pressing objection—
or rather, what promised to be the most
pressing, was found on the soil that over-
hangs the blufls, the peculiar formation of
which have given their face the name of
the **Ministers Face.” There, a bull that
was evidently of age and knew when he
was at bome grazed peacefully and undis-
turbed when the decorators arrived. They
had not proceeded to take many observa-
tions, bowever, before the monarch ot the

those

pasture was inclined to view them more
closely. Not being accustomed to make
acquaintance in that fashion, the painters,
after a very hasty consnltation, conciuded
to evacuate and succeeded in doing so
without losing any of their apparatus.
Another objection came from a different
source—the ladies of Rothesay. They
knew all about the remedies of the Hawker
Medicine Company and many of them were
prepared to endorse them if need be from
a personal experience of their virtues, but
they objected to the grim visage of the
dear old being  treated
with such a permanent cosmetic. It would
seem something like sacrilege to adorn that
sad and sober stone countenance with a

¢ minister

suggestive sentence in praise of Hawker's
Tonic, Pills or Catarrh Cure and so they
added their protest to which the company
gracefully yielded. While the ** minister’s
tace ” therefore will not enlighten the pub-
lic as to the remarkable invigorating pro-
perties of Hawker’s Tonic, the eye of the tra-
veller will constantly meet with some object
whereon is extolled the many virtues of
Hawker's Tonic, Pills, Cough Balsam or

Catarrh Care.

Mr. Brown Has a Soft Snap.

When Mr. Thomas Green made his ap-
plication to the common council on Thurs-
day for the appointment of caretaker of
the wharves at Carleton it was discovered
toat since the wharves had been completed
Mr. Brown, who inspected their construc-
tion, and Enginecr McLeod, of the steam
dredge. has bad the rather soft job of keep-
ing them clean.  As usual nobody appear-
ed to be especially responsible tor their
retention after the completion cf the work.
One would have thought that as Mr. Brown

was overseer of the building of the wharves
that when the work was completed his ser-
vices could have been dispensed with. It
s not. however, and it remains to be
seen whether the jobis to be a yearly one
or simply something that will give him the
appearance of being busy until mere work
can be found tor him to do.

appcal‘

Bills Every Three Years.
er their accounts
r and others

Some merchants rend
every month, some every quarte
half-yearly, but a recent account against the
city by Mr. D. Connell covered a period ?t
three years. There was some discussion 1n
the council about it and some wonder
expressed at the ability of a business man
to permit his bills to go for that period
before bothering his customers with them.

The trouble with it is that no one appeared
to be able to check the 1tems. though
when the safety director was uked‘fpr in-
formation he pointed out that the Chiel of
Police had aflixed his certificiate of correct-

ness! Mr. Connell will be paid.




