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WOMAN and HER WORK.

I had intended writing on the subject of
working girls and their trials this week in
any case, and now the clever letter signed
“Rachel,” which appeared side by side
with my own column last week, will make
it a singularly appropriate theme and one
which will help me to vindicate myself from
an accusation of which I am sure *‘Rachel”
will see the injustice, when she thinks the
matter over a little.

Well, “‘Rachel,” it you really are a dress-
maker I think you have mistaken your
vocation in life, because any girl who can
write a column and a balf of such bright,
interesting and well expressed matter has
no right to tie herself down to the drudgery
of cutting, fitting and wearing out her
clever brain with the monotonous click!
click! of the sewing machine ; she should
be earning her bread not with the needle
but with the pen, and I consider that if my
little sketch—which was drawn from nature
~y4n the dressmaker and her customer, did
no other good, it has fulfilled quite a usetul
mission in calllng forth so spirited and
sensible a response.

But, clever as your letter was, Rachel,
it lacked one essential element—accuracy,
and that one fault spoiled your argument.
As soon as you have read this, I want vou
to take last week's ProGress and that of

August 26th, read my dressmaker story |

first, and then your own letter, and il you t
| agam ; all dressmakers have cause to thank

find one word in the former to justify your
charg=, of showing sewing girls up in a
Wl‘:n:_;; light, T will forfeit a month’s salary,
and hand it cheerfully over to you. I
think you will discover that the sewing girl
is mentioned but once, and then very casu-
ally in the last paragraph. Never, since |
began my literary work, have I given the
working girl cause to regard me in any
light but that of her warmest iriend, and when
possible, her earnest helper. I ama work-
ing woman myself, and bave been accustom-
ed for years to earn my own bread and but-
ter—not to mention roast lamb, new pota-
toes and pudding, so I think itis only
natural that 1 should always be found
ranged on the side of labor, instead of
capital, though I have no personal uarrel
with capital, and a very good feeling pre-
vails between us, 1t we consider the pub-
lisher of PrRoOGRESS to represent capital,
while I uphold the labor interest. It you
read my article with anything like care,
you saw this sentence almost at the begin-
ning.

It this wicked biped is anxious tosprove tho
superiority of his own sex above the ovher, he has
only to point to the difterent policy pursued by the
two sexes towards those who manufacture their
clothes for them. But the trouble is that the poor
dear man is not aware of any difterence because he
has not the slightest idea of his wife’s method of
dealing with her dressmaker, and he fancies that
the transactions between the two are based upon

the same thoroughly understood business princi-
plea as exist between himself and his tailor,

and yet you closed your letter with a

plea that —

ladies should learn, as I believe they are fast learn-
ing, to be practical and business-like. ILet them
know what they want, give their orders in a plain,
straight-forward way,and be satisfied when they are
carried out. This done, a most astonishing change
will take place in the relations betweéen the women
who wear pretty dresses and their less fortunate
sisters who make them.

Now, Rachel, either my pen was unusu-
ally dull, and failed to make the point of
my argument plain, or else you managed
in a most ingenious manner to miss that
point which was the very one you urged
yourself, the very unbusiness like methods
adopted by the average woman towards
her dressmaker. If I showed anyone up
in an unfavorable light, surely it was the
employer not the dressmaker, and least of
all the sewing girl. And I must say I think
I showed true generosity in using myself
tor an illustration, holding myselt up to
ridicule as a terrible example; because I
was the lady who got so snubbed, and be-
lieve me, I am much better qualified to
judge of the proper manner in which to
approach the majestic lady who snubbed
me than you can possibly be, because I
know her, and you don’t. If I had failed
to be conciliatory and approached her
without the proper introduction ot outside
topicd before proceeding to business my
case would have been pronounced hopeless
at once, and I asked for the little girl be-
cause I was really interested in her; it I
had not been I should never have remem-
bered that she was ill, but unfortunately I
know nothing about children, er their ail-
ments, 1 never had even a small nephew or
neice, and I only knew that the child was
slightly ill with something which was not at
all serious as long as it ‘‘came out”. I
had a hard time with measles myself, until
they came out, and I naturally concluded
Mrs. Jones’ little girl was suffering from
measles. Se I hope I have ceased to
“‘stand condemned by my own action™ and
that you and “‘the other girls”, will consent
to let your indignation be appeased and re-
store me to my position of—as you so
kindly and prettily express it, your *‘pat-
ron saint.”

I well know that the lite of a dressmaker
must be filled with annoyances, and hard-
ships because women are proverbially hard
to deal with, and very exacting towards
each other, I have often observed the ex-
traordinarily sad taste some women show,
in selecting their dresses, and then blam-
ing the result upon the dressmaker, and I
have met mean women who will take up a

busy woman's time in finding out the secrets
of the profession, and then go calmly away
and make practical use of the information
themselves ; but are not such cases compar-
atwely rare, and, taking the whole subject
together, is there not a good deal to be
said on the side of the customer, if you
can put yourself in her place for a moment,
and look at the matter dispassionately? I
daresay that ‘‘Miss Knox" is an exception ;
but can you honestly say that you have
never noticed the ‘‘freezing hauteur” adopt-
ed by some dressmakers—not ‘‘sewing
girls"—towards an innocent person whose
only offence is that she is a new customer,
and quite unknown to the dressmaker in
question, who seems to regard the strang-
er's wish to enter the charmed circle of her
clients, as a sort of impertinence? If you
have not, I have, and even though I am
willing to admit it is all our own fault, and
that we have brought it upon ourselves by
our foolish policy towards those who work
tor us, our notorious lack of punctuality in
settling bills, for one thing. and our habit
of bowing down before our dressmaker,
and almost forcing her to tyrramize over us,
for another: yet you must confess that
whatever the cause, the result is not pleas-
ant, and we shall all have cause to rejoice
when a ¢hange does take place in our re-
lations.

Now “‘Rachel” 1 hope we are friends
you for your warm and
them, and I only wish every class of work-

ing girls had as eloquent an advocate to |

uphold their cause. Unfortunately they

have not though, and so 1 must bid you
adieu, and attend to the

others, whom I have already kept waiting

clatms of some

too long.

It one can place any dependence upon
predictions, even when they emanate from
high authorities in the world of fashion,
several cherished .fashions, which have en-
deared themselves to us not only by long
custom but by their utility and convenience
will vanish in a short time. Oae of
these dear,
made gown which has been withus for near-

is the trim, jwunty, tailor

ly five years, and the many good and serv-
v B v B
iceable qualities of which should ensure itg

popularity for an indefinite length of time, |

with all sensible women. Following in the

wake of the tailor made costume the plain
and heavy fabrics which have accompanied
it, during its entire career, and most dire
loss of all, the tailor made girl,the dear ro-
bust athletic damsel who rows and fishes,
skates and snow-shoes and even shoots,
not to mention playing tennis in the sum-
mer from blush of morn till dewy eve; this
choicest product of the century is to leave
us also, ‘‘so the folks say.” And inreturn
—such a poor return—we are to give such
welcome as we can to such relics of the dark
ages as the Elizabethan ruff,the too fascinat-
ing patch, the reticule, the shawl, the ancient

sprigged muslin beloved by our grand-
mothers, and the chignon of later and gid-
dier days. Just fancy such a combination,
girls! Try to picture yourselves arrayed
in a gown of sprigged muslin, a white crepe
shawl, a reticule hangin%] from one arm,
black lace mitts on your hands, a huge stiff
ruff around your neck, a chignon on the
top of your head, patches on your cheeks,
and sandalled shoes of russet leather on
your feet, because black shoes are another
fashion, the doom of which has been pro-
nounced, and to complete the picture you
must have flounces, and an overskirt on
your dress ; since overskirts will soon set
in with great virulence according to the
oracle quoted above! Verily, the girl who
dresses in the height of fashion, when all
these modes prevail, will be a sort of com-
posite picture representing the prevailing
fashions of the last three centuries.

But what a blessed reflection it is, that
one cannot place the least dependence up-
on the advance agents of madame La
Mode’s great show, they are just as liable
to be mistaken as the rest of us: Witness
the crinoline scare in the early spring, and
the wide skirt mania which followed it,
and—* Where are those dreamers now?”
they seem to have retired from the fray,
and are heard of no more.

The most dire prediction of all is the re-
turn of the languishing fragile maiden of
the early nineteenth century who languished
all the time, fainted at the very slightest
provocation and onl'y came too to go into
violent hysterics.. This is really terrible,
just the one strain more than we can bear,
give us all the other fashions of past ages,
even to the mitts, but let the Jane Austen,
and Miss Berry heroine remain dead as
long as possible.

Meanwhile, accordion plaited crepons,
and trim Eton mitts continue to be worn by
the summer girl, who acts in the liv-
ing present, and troubles herselt not
about the possible monstrosities of tomor-
row’s fashion. Accordion plaited fabrics
seem to be growing in popularity, and 1
think one reason is that they fit so
closely, adapting themselves to every fig-
ure, aud never showing a wrinkle. Some-
times these crepons are very oddly trim-
med, both pale mauve, and dark green
being trimmed with black satin, or jet, and
sometimes with both. A very delicate
shade of lettuce green trimmed with jet
sounds very strange, but is really lovely;
while mauve, with jet trimmings on yoke,
and skirt is prettier still.

Here is a lovely dress,worn at an Ameri-
ean seaside resort. It was of pale mauve
crepon accordion plaited, and the skirt was
made with three plaited flounces, which
reached to the waist ; each flounce was cut
out in small points at the edge. The bodice
was of taffata in the same shade, and gather-
ed in at the waist under a belt of jewelled
passamenterie, the ‘‘ jewels” being ame-
thysts. Two accordion plaited ruffles tell
over the sleeves and a bertha of the same,

gave the desired triple effect. - Bonnet,
gloves. even the parasol, were of mauve,
and the costume was a most fresh and dain-
ty one.

Green, in every shade is most popular!
Indeed you need not aspire to the title of
a fashionable woman, unless you have at
least one green gown in your wardrobe.
Of course it need not be all green, and it
may be either the color of a tender young
lettuce leat, or the darkest bottle that
ever concealed a choice brand of Hol-
land’s gin, so long as it is undisputably
green. Imagine a white batiste closely
striped with  brightest lily green,
trimmed on the skirt with three full
rufiles of white lace in graduated widths,
placed their own width apart,and each head-
ed with a tull roll of silk muslin, in the
bright green, caught down every few inches
with a fine pearl buckle. The bodice was
plain and fitted closely, while from under
the arms a wide belt of the green, slanted
down to a point in front and was drawn to-
gether with a large pearl buckle. Over
the full batiste sleeves which were made in
double puffs fell a deep ruflle of the lace,
headed at the shoulder with a roll and
buckles, precisely the same as the skirt only
on a smaﬁer scale, With this dress was
worn a small toque of green silk muslin
with standing loops and butterfly wings of
white lace, and tan colored gloves.

The mventive powers of the tashion mak-
ers must be taxed to their utmost in order
to devise new designs in skirt trimming, be-
cause people will get tired of horizontal
bands and the everlasting flounce and ubi-
quitous ruche ; but the latest variation in
trimming is certainly original, if not exactly
pretty. It consists of a ruche which
first traverses the foot of the skirt,

ample defence of |

going entirely around and after it meets
at the left side, it begins to wind around
| the skirt, and continue in spiral coils, until
it reaches the waist, where 1t ends beneath
the belt. The dress in which it was shown
was ot green crepon, and as the ruche was
of green in a darker shade shot with red,
the effect was, to say the least, very snake-
like.

The skirt trimming is slowly but surely
creeping upward, and so marked is the
movement, that while the foot of the dress
is sometimes destitute of trimming, the
upper part is lavishly decorated just below
the hips. On some of the newest Paris
dresses paniers have appeared, and pretty
as they are, they would almost seem to
herald the return of the chignon, which
seems as natural an accompaniment to a
| panier, as green peas are to spring lamb.
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A BARGAIN IN

LADIES' AMERICAN WAUKENPHASTS.

. We orderedithis Boot to sell at $5.00,
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as it did not come up to sample we got them at a great discount.
The manufacturer not wishing them returned made it possible for us to sell
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WATERBURY & RISING.

FOR ladies’ tailoring, P

dressmaking and gen- I

eral domestic use.

ti¢ and lustrons.

and vou will use no other.

Changing the Shaps of the Nose.

Julia Marlow is said to have changed the
shape of her nose, it being originally ot a
cast only suited to a comedy actress, toa
size and shape eminently fitted to the tragic
parts she so well portrays. \Whether she

A correspondent, whose name I find it accomplished the act by constant stroking

i

!

!impossible to make out, asks my advice
| about a slight red mark just across the
[ bridge of her nose,left from wearing spectac-
{ les, and [ am sorry I cannot help her much.
| The only thing I can recommend is vaseline
1 cold cream gently rubbed on the spot
| every night. The blood has probably
settled in the spot where the pressure trom
| the bridge ot the glasses came, and gentle
massage will be more likely to disperse it
than anything else. DBathing with quite
hot water would also tend to relieve the
small blood vessels, which may have be-
come clogged. I hope this advice may be
of some service to my correspondent, and
at least it cannot do any harm. I am glad
she enjoys our columns so much.

In giving the recipes for home-made
wines last week the following were acci-
dently omitted :

Ginger Wine.

To each gallon of cold water add two
pounds of loaf sugar and two ounces of
bruised ginger ; boil them for an hour, put
the liquor into a jar or crock, to cool.
When tepid add the peel and juice of six
lemons, and a slice ot toast covered with
yeast. Cover it closely, and when it be-
gins to ferment put it into a small cask.
Let it ferment two or three weeks. Be-
fore putting in bung, put in half a pound of
raisins.

Parsnip Wine.

It does not sound as if it would be very
nice, but I believe it really is, and I know
that both parsnip and cowslip wines are
standard beverages with old English house-
wives.

Take fifteen pounds of parsnips, pare,
slice, and boil them until quite soft in five
gallons of water; drain thoroughly, and
press the hulp through a fine seive ; return
the liquor into the boiler, and add three
pounds of lump sugar to each gallon. Boil
the whole for torty minutes, and when it is
tepid, cover a slice of toast with yeast and
lay into it; keep the mixture in a warm
place and when it begins to ferment put it
into a cask taking out the toast; it should
be racked or drained off into another cask

I think these will all be found excellent
substitutes for the genuine article, with the
added advantages of being much cheaper,
and free from the stigma of alcohol, which
is such a drawback to many people.

ASTRA.

in the autumn, and bottled six months after. |

and pinching, as some sanguine persons
declare can be done, or whether she resort-
ed to the mechanical aids now used by
physiognomists is unknown. The nose

shaper is a great boon to the possessor of |

hopelessly flat, snubbed, or upturned nose,
which may to a degree at least, be tramned
in the way it should go. Whatever the
shape of the nose, it can never be beautiful
it there is any hint of redness about it.
This is often caused by ligatures about the
body, or tight shoes, when it can of course
be easily remedied by the woman who is
sensible enough to realize that she will be
far more beautiful with a normal waist and a
clear complexion whose nose tints are in
their proper place. The folly of tight
shoes is beyond words, since a size smaller
or larger is practicably imperceptible to the
observer, while to the wearer it means the
difference between comfort and torture, to
say nothing of the permanent ruin of the
symmetry and sightliness of the feet.

Chicago’s Police Board of Women.

Again has Chicago distinguished herself
by taking the lead in a reform greatly need-
ed in every large city—namely, the estab-
lishment of a **Woman's Advisory Board of
Police,” consisting of ten women who have
charge of all quarters tor women and child-
ren, as well as ot all the station-house ma-
trons. The recognition of the need of
police matrons was in iwselfa seven-leagued
stride in the right direction, and the ap-
pointment of this advisory board is better
yet. A pathetic and haunting story by
Elizabeth Stuart Phelps gives an unforget-
able glimpse ot women ot all stages of
abandonment, wretchedness and physical
suffering in a police station without the
ministrations of one of their own sex. The
woman of whom the story is told leaves the
station tor another world, but many an un-
happy creature leaves such a place, her
coarse nature made coarser, and what little
instinct for good she may have had made
less by the harsh treatment or the **guying”
she received at the hands of men who are
totally unfitted tor such a position.

“Progress’” in Boston.
ProGress is for sale in Boston at the
Kings Chapel News Stand, corner of School
and Tremont streets.

No woman can be a good housekeeper
who does not hate dirt.

|

Would you

Like to go

Shopping in
MONTREAL

COLONIAL HOUSE, PHILIPS SQUAR®, MONTREAL.

Special attention given to Mail Orders.

Dry Goods, Carpets, Curtains, Furniture, China and Glassware,
Kitchen Utensils, Silverware, Lamps, Japanese Goods, Lzdles,
and Children’s Boots, Shoes and Slippers.

MANTLES and MILLINERY.

Full Stock in each Department. - - Trial Orders Solicited.

HENRY MORGAN & CO.,
Montreal.

FANOUS FICTION BY THB WORLD'S GREAT:. 1 AUTHORS.

A CHARMING SET OF BOOKS,
EMBRACING

Ten of the Greatest Novels Ever Wribten

BY TEN OF THE

GREATEST AUTHORS WEHO EVER LIVED!

If you will study the biographies of the great authors of our day, you will observe that in most
Instances their reputations were msde by the production of a single book. Let but one work that
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is really great—one masterplece—emanate from an author’s pen, and thovgh his future efforts may
be trivial in comparison :rﬁ’s name will live and his works be read long arter the author has passed
away. A well-known New York publishing house has issued in uniform and handsome style ten of
the greatest and most famons novels in the English language, and we have perfected arrangements

whereby we are enabled to offer this handsome and valuable set of books as a premium to our sud

gcribers upon terms which make them almost a free gift. Each one of thede famous novels was its
author’s greatest work—his masterpiece—the great production that made his name and fame. The
works comprised in this valuable set of boOKS, which are published under the general title of
* Famous Fictlon by the World’s Greatest Authors," are a8 follows:

LADY AUDLEY'S SECRET,
l!yn ﬁgrﬂfzgmd. By Miss M. E. Braddon.
JANE EYRE, VANITY FAIR,
By Charlotte Bronte. By W. M. Thackeray.

JOHN HALIFAX, GENTLEMAN, THE LAST DAYS OF POMPEII,
By Miss Mualock. By Sir E. Bulwer Lytton.

ADAM BEDE, THE THREE GUARDSMEN,
By George Eliot. By Alexander Dumas.

THE WOMAN IN WHITPF, PUT YOURSELT IN HIS PLACE,
By Wilkie Collins. By Charles Reade.

Each of these great and powerful works i8 known the world over and read in every civilized
lJand. Each 18 lnrgnsely lnle';gsnng, yet pure and elevating in moral tone. They are published
complete, unchanged and unabridged, in rate volumes, with very handsome and artistio
covers, all uniform, thus making a charming set of books which will be an oruamelll‘t to the home,
They are printed from new type, clear, bold and readable, upon paper of excellent qua tyhb,:lmggm"
It i8 a delightful set of books, and we are most happy to be enabled to afford out rubsec Ir's an op
wortunity of obtaining such splendid books upon such terms as we can give.

[ 2 : We will send the ten great nov-
Our leeral Pl.emlum Oﬂer els above named, com?)rr?ging the
splendid complete set of ‘‘Famous Fiction by the World's Greatest Authors,” also
ROGRESS for one year, upon receipt of enly $2.50, which is an advance of but 50 cents
over our regular aubscriptlon price,so that vou practically get this beautiful set of beoks
for only 50 cents. Subscribers desirinﬁ to take advantage of this offer whose
terms of subscription have not yet expired, by renewing now will reccive the books et
once, and their subscriptions will be extended one year from date of expiration. We
will give the complete set of books free to any one sending us a club of two new ﬁarly
subscribers. This is a great premium offer. EDWARD 8. CART
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Silk and Twist is superior to
;}' any other thread, being
stronger, smoother. more elas-

Try it once
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