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ST. JOHN, N. 
B.. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1893. 

IN HAUNTED RESORTS. 

ROMANTIC PLACES WHERE THE 

POETS LINGER. 
. 

A Poetic Wanderer in Europe—Gathering 
the Scenic Wealth of Scotland—The Dove's 

Nest by Beautifal Grasmere -Rydalmere | 

Grasmere suddenly breaks upon the view 

in style of almost theatrical surprise, with 

its lovely valley lying before the eye in the 
distance. the lake lying immediately below, 

| with its solemn ark-like island of four and a 

half acres in size, seemingly floating on its 
surface, and its exquisite outline on the 

the poet rated it a nuisance he did not fre- 
quently try to abate it. The censer that 
seemed odious to the nostril of Tennyson 
walted the elder laureate many a pleasant 
whitf of perfume. Very life-like in its 
amusing interest is the picture Howitt gives 
us of a scene at Rydel Mount : 

** The servant came in, announcing that 
a gentleman and a large party ol ladies 
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calls ** a prophet of the soul.” 
But it was perhaps to Scotland, which 

Yet this might just as well have been any | 

other shore as that ot Ayrshire. Truth to 
tell, Burns was better interested inland, | 

wher~ the burnies ran and where the lads 

and Wosies dwelt. But, to Wordsworth, 

“We can imagine,” writes a kindred spirit, 
“The delighted brother and sister marching 

on over the beautiful hills, the dark heaths, 

and down the enchanting vales of the Iligh- 
lands, conversing eagerly of the scenes they 
had seen, and the incidents they had heard, 

till the glowing thoughts had formed them- 

selves, in the poet's mind, into almost in- 
stant song. These poems have all the 

character of having been cast, hot from the 

furnace of inspiration, into their present 
mould. There is a life, an original fresh- 

ness, and a native music about them.” No 

human creature could have been dearer to 
him than the sharer of these poetical excur- 

sions. 
In 1799, after his return from a tour in 

Germany, Wordsworth made a settlement 

at Grasmere, in a house afterward occupied 
by DeQuincey. This retreat had a pictur- 

esque loveliness unknown even to Allfox- 

den. Here he lived for several years, and 

here in 1802 he brought his bride, Mary 
Hutchinson, of Cockermouth. This was 

the home of his early fame and his early 

love, and of it the ‘‘tallish young woman,” 

D2Quincey describes, “with the most win- 

ning expression of benignity upon her 
countenance,” —or, as the husband himself 

\ 
| 

puts it— 
“A ®pirit still and bright 

{And from this constant hight se regular 

And co far seen, the house itself, by all 

Who dwelt within the limits of the vale, 

| poet did little pruning, for he loved nature 
in her wildness.and rather encouraged than 
restrained her inclination to multiply a 
shade.  Anent this, the story is told that 
when, one, wandering about the ground 

with the poet, suggested that he *‘should 

really have bis laurels pruned a little,” the 
old man smiled, paused, and said, with a 
pardonable self-complacency,—**Why, I 
will tell you an anecdote about that: A 
certain general was going the round of the 
place attended by the gardener, when he 
suddenly remarked, as you do, the flourish- 
ing growth of the trees, especially of the 
evergreens, and said; **Which of all vour 
trees do you think flourishes most here?” 

«+ «| don’t know, Sir," said James; * but 
I think the laurel.’ 

**¢« Well, that is as it should be, you 
know.’ added the general. 

** Why it should’ be so, James could 
not tell, and made the remark. 

*** Don’t you know,’ continued the gen- 
eral, * that the laurel is the symbol of dis- 
t'nction tor some achievement, and especi- 
allv in that art of which Mr Wordsworth 
is so enim nt a master? Therelore it is 
quite right that it should fhurish so con- 
rpicuously here.” 

** By this,” continu-d the poet, ** James 
acquired two pew pieces of intelligence ; 
first, that the laurel was a symbol of emin- 
ence, and, that his master was an eminent 
man, of both of which facts he had been 
betore very innocently ignorant.” 
The interior is briefly described as it 

was while the poet yet occupied it: ** It is 
at once modest, plain, yet tasteful and 
elegant. An ordinary dining room, a 
breakfast room in the centre, and a library 
beyoud, form the chief apartments. There 
are a few pictures and busts, especially 
those of Scott and himself, a good engrav- 
ing of Burns, and the like, with a good col- 
lection of books, few of them very modern.” 

by pointing out to them the beauties of the | 
view." 
He lived ito ripe ¢ld age, to reap the 

those who knew what an unusual soul that 
venerable frame enshrined. 
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Bothers Uncle Sam. 

The feelings of the Government detec- 

tives were much shocked three weeks ago 

by the turning up of a counterfeit treasury 
note for $100. It was of the series of 1880, 

check-letter A, with the head ot Lincoln on 

the tace. It was the latest contribution 

from a remarkable artist, who has been 

puzzling the authoritivs for more than a 
decade Like all of his other productions 
in this line, it was done entirely in pen and 
ink. It was actoally accepted as genuine 
at a United States sub-treasury, and was 
sent thence to Washington for redemption. 
One of the experts in the redemption divis- 
ion of the treasury, Miss Alma C. Smith, 
discovered it, and the teller who took it in 
at the sub-treasury will lose $100 by the 
transaction. The counterfeit will not bear 
close scrutiny, the imitated lathe ¢ngraving 
being only a mass of pen scratches, but it 
has the dangerous quality of a good general 
appearance. The pen-and-ink artist is a 
most extraordinary individual. Up ro date 
be has Jredoss about 25 such counterfeits. 
Toey all reach the treasury eventually, and 
several specimens of Mis handiwork are on 
exhibition at the office of the secret service 
here. Four or five of his notes have been 
twenties, and there have been two fifties. 
The new one has been the only one for 
#100 that he has turned out. lle makes 
them at the rats of two a year apparently, 
and it must take nearly all of his time to do 
this work, which is evidently executed un- 
der a high-power magnifying glass. Of 
course, the labor cannot be profitable, and 
it is sppeeey that he does it for amuse- 
ment. It is his little fad. Inasmuch as 
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lives in ceaseless bickerings, squabbling | 

and wrangling and yelling at each other 
like Tim Healey. Not only ;do they 

fight and sccld at each other, but 

they carry the war iato every camp 

within reach ; they fight everything that is 
less than ten times their siz2, they camp 

in the warmest corner of the barn in winter 
or they take possession of the best tree in | 

the garden in summer, and chatter and 
fight until they render the lives of the nom- 
inal owners both of barn and garden, a 

burden to them, they bully the hens, try 

conclusions with any pugnaciously inclined 
rooster in the barn-yard, ill treat the pig- 

eons, and hurl defiance at the cat, from the 
sate vantage ground of the nearest clothes | 
prop, or tligpole; keeping every living 

thing around them in ceaseless ferment and 

having the most delightful time imaginable 
themselves. 

And yet, we who suffer most from these | 

belligerent little tyrants never lose an op- 
portunity of being kind to them ‘The 

poor little birds” we say ‘‘they must be 

fed,” so we save the crumbs for them, and | 
all the pieces of dry bread, and feed these 

unprincipled pirates just as if they were the 
most deserving poor in the world. 
just watched a flock of sparrows cheating 
a balt dozen hungry pigeons out of 
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