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[RISH COUN FRY FAIRS. 

SIGHTS INTHE MARKET TOWNS OF 

THE EMERALD ISLE, 

Favorite Places of Resort for the Peasantry 

Where Chaff and Gossip 

Heated Arguments That Arise in the 

Course of Ordinary Examining. 

Loxpox, April 25.—The Irish fair, 

whether held at the little village in Done- 

gal or Kerry, or attended by thousands, as 

at Ballinasloe. Athlone, Cork, Belfast 

Dublin, is an affair tor the display and sale 

cattle, asses, pigs, 

or 

of animals only— horses, 

sheep, goats, and occasionally poultry. 
Perhaps 60 Irish towns and cities hold from 

one to four fairs each year. Some are for 

the animals only; of 

hogs as of cattle 

one class of 

limerick or Athlone: 

sale of 

at 

as at Ballinasloe ; 

the greatest horse-fair in the world, that of 

Dublin, 

sive sale of the noted Cushendal ponies, 

Antrim 

or as at (‘'ushendun, for 

bred on the heathery mountains of 

overlooking the weird and stormy Irish Sea. 

But at most of the Irish fairs all animals 

bred in Ireland are exposed for sale; at | 

many others farm products may be found; 

while the great butter fairs of Cork would 

almos* that halt the 

world’s butter is made in the sunny vales of 

give one the notion 

Ireland's South. 

The market-day, on the other hand, is a 

universal and interminable affair. Hardly 

a day passed in my nearly a year's wander- | 

ing in ireland when I did not come 

some town or village where the fair or the 

market was in full progress. 

of 266 market towns where market-days are | 

held from one to three times every week in 

All this is picturesque and inter- 

But my observation 
the year. 

esting to the traveller ; 
leads me to believe that there is vastly too | 

much market, of the sort, and vastly too 

little to market, of any sort, 

Whatever trifle the tenant-family may have 

tor disposal on market of fair day, the entire 

The old mountain- 
out and sparingly 

the ragged don- 

extra 

in 

family accompanies it. 

but of a cart 1s got 

greased the night before : 

key or illy kept horse, is given an 

portion of food and additional combing and 

scraping, that his old bones may gain new 

luster ; and long belore day-break, from 

mountain boreen and mist-hidden 
chattering groups begin moving towards the 

village. 

*The childre dear” 

ducks, 

valley 

are stowed away 

alongside the chickens or 
vegetables, for the common excitement has 

kept them awake all night, and now over 

the stoniest ot Irish roads they are ** slapin 

’ the youths 

pigs, 

rings around their swate selves ;° 
may be trudging hopetully alongside ; but 

the ** ould woman ” and ** ould man" are 

ever found lovingly humped together upon 

the only seat the cart affords, often agree- 

ably exchanging puffs from the same com- 
fortable pipe. 

manner of cart drawn by 

but chiefly by rebellious 

Every every 

manner of animal, 
donkeys, and all piled with every manner ot 

humans, clatter and 

morning —- carts 

Irish produce and 

rattles through the misty 

with sheep bleating piteousl,, with geese 
necks in viciously-hissed in- 

with goats and kids lamenting 
with pigs 

to side 

craning their 

terrogation : 

altos and trebles; 

all-fours from 

in pathetic 

springing on side 
while snorting violent protest and surprise : 

and you will notice as you must all over 
Ireland, that the Irish pig boasts a pink in 
color that vies with the most radiant flush 

of the rarest sea-shell. 

All along the way are old men, humped 

and severe, admitting and protesting in 

ethics and politics with other old men who 

argue, in the blandest and most convine- 

ing tones. There are maidens, too, 

straight as a Croagh Patrick fir, glancing 

with those entrancing Irish eyes, smiling 

with those ruby Irish lips, and setting the 
most delicious of all 

of the 

great 

with that 

the 

musical Irish tongue; 

packages of yarn they carry without effort 

lads wild 

lovable blarney 

the 

rhodomontade, 

while 

: ; Ah 
American woman's ba 

from them ever, are 

would break an 

completely. Not far 
old women with braideen-covered the old, 

baskets on their backs. 

contain a 

may be a 

cones of butter, a 

dozen or two of 

These few 

brace ot fowls, 

eggs, or any other product of the holding, 

or their labor that may **bring a few pence 

the day ;” but old or young, they are knit- 
ting away vigorously in time to step and 
gossip: and all still, old or young, with 

their shoes slung across their shoulders, or 
hidden in the baskets: for they are saving 
them until the edge of the village is 
reached, where a brush from a wisp of 
dewy grass will make them shine from 
their late greasing, and their owners will 
walk proudly into the fair, with their 
shapely feet hidden from the gaze of men 
in brogans that 

Wad harm an insulter, 
Or bate a deal table, 

With murtherin’ power 
Whi e¢ the r owners wor able 

It is catch-as-catch-can at an Irish mar- 
ket, or fair. 
best served as to location. 
market there is no attempt 

At the village | 
at system or 

arrangement ; and the market-place itselt is | 
never a covered structure, but simply a | 
large walled enclosure along the principal 
street, with gates like a castle, with walls of 
enormous height and thickness as though 
attacks from battering rams were appre- 
hended, and usually it is surrounded, at 

least on three sides, by the quaintest 
structures, village homes, inns, groggerics 
and shops, furnishing as picturesque scenes 
as the excited groups within the enclosure, 
From the market gates there extend in | 

every direction temporary avenues formed 
by carts ranged side by side with their backs 
to the way, and the constant crowds coming 

Abound ~The | 

of horses, as at probably | 

the exclu- | 

upon | 

Ireland boasts 

Ireland. | 

The first upon the ground is | 

: | 
and going with the large numbers belong- 
Ling to each cart, all engaged in heated 
arguments over values, make much good- 

| natured squeezi g and pushing a matter of 
| There are seldom inner en- 
| closures. Cattle are herded against the 
walls at one point; asses at another ; pigs 
on foot, kept gently moving in circles by 
the skiltul use ot their drivers long ash 
pikes, will be massed at another point; 
goats anv sheep, both extraordinarily com- 
bative by the enlorced association at still 
another ; while all manner of lollipop sellers 
and brave-voiced market-amusement pur- 
vevors are huddled together in any extra 
space that may be found. 

For the first hour or two of the morning 
the sale ot the small truck, such as butter, 
eggs, poultry and vegetables proceeds 
merrily enough ; but the attitude of buyer 
and seller of whole cartloads of potatoes 
and of all animals, is amusing indeed. 
Bevies ot buyers for the Dublin and Lon- 
don markets. men of gigantic stature with 
red, pully faces, and great-coats hanging 
over top-boots to their heels. each carrying 

' a whip of tremendous length, will saunter 
"in, take a hasty run about the place, shrug- 
| ging their shoulders as if nothing worth 
their attention had been seen, and finally 
hastily depart. The while the Irish yeomen, 

| with folded arms, and nose in air expressive 
ot fine scorn, bid them all a cheerful de- 

| fiance in ludicrous attempts to appear un- 
conscious of their presence. 

These double pretenses may proceed un- 
til noon with now and then a bargain struck 
on the sly: but the entire populace at the 
market are on the alert for the seductive 
wiles of the buyer, and to protect each 
other valiantly from being carried away for 
fleecing singly to the -nticing groggeries 
near. This metaphorical throwing of dust 

| in each others’ eyes is carried on during 
| the Belfast fair days, on the first Wednes- 
| day of each month, with greater finess and 
| contempt between buyer and seller, than I 
| have seen in any other portion of Ireland. 
| This is particularly true between the factors, 
| or flax-buyers from the miils and the hard- 

| 

| 

necessity. 

headed peasantry in charge of their cart- 
loads of flax. 

Scores of factors will make their appear- 
ance ; surround the carts : handle the silken 
**stone” bundles as though it were a pity to 
bring such stuff to the attention ol men 
whose time was valuable ; and condescending 

ly clap a countertoil price and order for pay- 
ment on their respective houses in the sel- 
lers’ hands, as if a disagreeable charity 
has been performed ;: whereupon the sellers 
toss them back disdainfully or light their 
pipes with them in fine scorn. Then the 
tactors disappear. But that is not the last 
of them. One by one or in two little groups 
they returr. These stubborn people must 
be somehow saved from their fatal ignor- 
ance. Then follow protestation and re- 
joinder, blarney and blackguarding, as 
silvery and fine as ever human ears over- 
heard. It is of no avail. Away they all 
go again. ‘*'T'he byes” calmly resume their 
pipes and their **gosthering” with the old 
women and voung. The next assault by 
these sleek and ruddy Belfast factors, who 
are undoubtedly the canniest buyers in the 
world, is on the confidential line. It is get- 
ting late in the day. They come in droves. 
With military precision the sellers are herd- 
ed in squads. Palaver, concession, sacri- 
fice and deterence (for prices, plunder and 
division are already unyieldingly agreed 
upon) effect purchases with marvelous ra- 
pidity. and in half an hour the entire great 
market is completely cleared ot tlax—the 

cisely the same manner for the past hun- 
dred years. 

In the average village market along to- 
wards noon buying is likely to begin in 
what would seem to a ctranger as an alarm- 
ing riot. The big traders will make an 
onslaught upon a willing subject. DBravely 
he apparently resists their efforts to hully 
or deceive him. It by main strength he 1s 
taken from among his friends they will rally 
and set upon the traders and rescue him. 
Some rough tussling may follow, but no- 
body is alarmed at this. It is a way they 
have of impinging upon formality. The ice 
once broken, buying begins in earnest, and | 
higher and Ligher rise shrill voices, often | 
aided in pitch and intensity by John Bar- 
leycorn, who is ever the real master of 
ceremonies here, until one would think | 
murder must follow the excited dickerings. 
Buyers thrash the air with their whips, and 

pour fearful objurgations on the poor ani- 
mals and their owners: while the latter, 
aided by their v-liant wives, pay back the 
fierce blackguarding with rich interest. 
The ** luck-penny,” which goes with each 
single beast or group of animals sold is 
shricked over as though it was the value of | 
all the market holds. Babel has begun. 
The lesser sellers crowd around and ** raise 
their voices” lugubriously. Every person 
has drunk enough to be interested in every 
other person's affairs. 

Sales are now rapidly made, * 
the bastes ™ 
haunches to so distinguish them, and driv- 
ing them from the grounds creates constant 
commotion ; cartloads of pigs are dumped, 
amid deatening porkers’ shrieks, from the 
farmers’ carts into carts of the buyers, 
whose donkeys are pounded and rushed 
through the crowds vociterously ; an escap- 
ing hog drives through the torest of legs 
madly, often giving old la sies and young 
enforced aerial experiences amid shouts ot 
laughter ; the hurdy gurdies blare ; candy- 
sellers roar; pipers add to the universal 
din; the young people crowd the dancing 
spaces and beat the turf or improvised floors 
amid whoops and yells. 
The entire place until the evening comes 

is a wild conglomerate of commotion, 
courtship, laughter, yelling and rude but 
good-natured enjoyment, which for unre- 
strained heartiness and unqualified decency 
is something delicious and wonderful to 

| behold. Irish literature is tull ot the Irish 
| shelelegh and broken heads. It is untrue 
| of these people as | have seen them ; tor at 
over 150 fairs and market-day scenes I have 
visited, I never yet saw a human being 
harmed save by whiskey; and that is the 

* heartsome sthroke” no true-born son of 
| Erin ever feared. 

EpGar L. 

dirtying 

WAKEMAN. 

An Orchestra of Ladies. 

said it and so it has got 
| into the papers. It is this that nothing but 
an iron-bound custom ordains that an 
orchestra must be exclusively composed of 

Meanwhile, the fair sex may take 
comfort in the fact that they have a 
powerful champion in the Duchess of 
Albany, who has promised to be present at 

Somebody has 

men. 

| the So rt to be given at St. James’ hall 
on May 12, by the a rchestra of ladies cor- 
ducted 5. gn Rev. «HH. Moberly. 

same old games having been played in pre- | 

| ago. 

sold, or rubbing mud on ther | 

PROG RE: NS. SAT RDAY. 

SQUIRE TAPLEY SPEAKS. 

THE EX-POLICE MAGISTRATE OF OLD 
PORTLAND CITY 

Evidence in an Important Matter 

Now Before the Public, 

Gives 

There is no more familiar figure in St. 
John than ex-Police Magistrate Tapley, 
who for so many years presided over the | 
court of the old city of Portland. Squire | 
Tapley, as he is familiarly styled by every- 
body, has been very ill, and in fact says 
himself that he had at one time not mich 
hope of regaining his health. But today 
he is well again and able to attend to the 
duties of his oflice without fatigue or ex- 
haustion. It has been stated that this re- 
markable change, which has been noticed | 
and commented on by all the friends and 
acquaintances of Squire Tapley, was due 
to the use of Hawker's nerve and stomach | 
tonic and Hawker's liver pills. 
On Wednesday last Manager Russell of 

the Hawker Medicine Co. vied a Sun | 
reporter to join him in a call on Squire 
Tapley and ascertain if this treatment were 
true. They were heartily greeted by the 
venerable magistrate, and he spoke freely 
regarding his cure. It was absolutely true, 
he said, and the case could not be put tco 
strongly, that Hawker's nerve and stomach 
tonic and Hawker's liver pills had restored 
him to health and vigor from a state so 
serious that it had caused both himself and 
his friends the greatest anxiety. Loss of 
appetite, weakness, nervous prostration, 
sleeplessness, and a general breaking down 
and decay of vital powers were, in brief, 
the symptoms: but they had all vanished 
under the influence of these wonderful 
restorative remedies. He began to take 
Hawker's nerve and stomach tonic and 
Hawker's liver pills about two months 

Within a week after beginning their 
use, he was frequently stopped on the street 
and asked the secret of the marvellous 
change in his manner and appearance. To 
all such enquiries he had but one answer: 

| 

| 

Hawker's nerve and stomach tonic and 
Hawker's liver pills had wrought the 
miracle. That was two months ago, and 
today. after having used about eight bottles 
of tonic and two boxes of pills, at a cost of 
only £1.50, Squire Tapley declares himself 
a new man. Ilis appetite returned, his 
sleep 1s restful and refreshing and he feels 
thoroughly renewed and invigorated in 
every respect. 

“You may use these statements freely,” 
said Squire Tapley to Manager Russell. +] 
feel that I ought to recommend Hawker's 
nerve and stomach tonic and Ilawker's 
pills; and I am doing it every day. Many 
of my friends are using them on my recom- 
mendation. In tact I consider these re- 
medies the best in the world.” 

Fellow sufferer, here is encouragement 
for you. Hawker’s nerve and stomach 
tonic is a perfect nerve restorer and invig- 
orator, and blood and flesh builder, as well 
as a valuable stomach tonic and aid to di- 
gestion. [tis a certain cure when faithfully 
used for all diseases arising from nerve ex- | 
haustion, weakened or impaired digestion, 
or an impoverished or impure state of the 
blood, such as nervousness, weakness, ner- | 
vous headache, sleeplessness, neuralgia, 
partial paralysis, St. Vitus Dance, loss of 
memory, loss ot appetite, dyspepsia, hys- 
teria, and the prostrating effects of la grippe 
or any nerve weakness of heart cr brain 
arising from worry, overstrain of mind or | 
body, or excesses of any nature. 

Hawker's tonic is especially adapted to | 
the diseases peculiar to women, giving tone | 
to the nerves, vigor to the mind and body, 
and restoring the bloom of health to tie | 
pale and delicate. 
The remedies can be obtained of all drug- 

gists and dealers, or direct from the Hawker 
Medicine Co., St. Jobn, N. B. Postpaid 
to any address on receipt of price as follows : 
Tonic, H0c. per bottle, or 6 bottles for | 

pills, 25¢. per box. 82.50; 

1 N ARTFUL VIZIER, 

He Sent the Court Physician as a Proxy to 

be Kicked. 

In the year 1829, when the Russians had 

taken Varna, nobody would venture to 

break the news to the Sultan, Mahmoud. 

The Vizier Khosru (at that time Seraskier | 

and general in the army) was to have un- | 
dertaken this duty as befitting the dignity | 
of his rank. 

But on meeting the Sultan he detected | 
signs of a coming storm, and feeling that | 
the moment was unpropitious, he confined 
his remarks to subjects of trivial import- | 
ance and took his leave. 
On coming away he met Abdullah Iffen- | 

di. pbysician to the court, who inquired in 
what mood he had left his majesty. 

**I am thankful to say,” Khosru prompt- 
ly replied, **he has taken it better than | 
expected.” 

As soon as the doctor entered the aud- 
ience chamber he said, with an air and in 
a tone of sympathy— 

**Sire, the Almighty does all things well, 
and we shall bave to submit.” 
“What has happened?” said Mahmoud, 

rather surprised. 
**For the sake of a hair plucked from the 

lion's mane there is small need to 
victory.” 
“What do you mean? Explain your- 

selt,” the Sultan here broke in impatiently. 
“It was written——" 
‘Speak, I tell you!” shouted Mahmoud, 

with a terrible voice. 
“Sire, nothwithstanding the unbelievers 

have taken Varna—" 
“*Varna taken!” howled the Sultan; 

“Varna taken!” and with a kick he sent 
Adbullah spinning on the ground. 
The artful Vizier afterwards laughed at 

the succes of his ruse. 
P— 

Why Americans Have Corns, 

“*C'orns are bad,” said the philosophic 
boot-black. ‘Yours seem to hurt you 
some. Strange what lots of people have 
corns. Over ninety per cent of the men 
who come to get a shine have corns. How 
do I know it? Ilow do | know you have a 
corn? By finding it of course. Gently? 
All right, [ won't hurt you, guv’nor. As 
I was saying ninety out ot a hundred have 
corns. People say it's tight boots, but I 
don't believe it. Those who have the 
worst corns wear boots that are too large 
for them. What gives them corns, then? 
Well, I'll tell you. It is wearing boots 
all day long. 

“-S¢ldom do you see Europeans bothered 
with corns, especially Englishmen. Near- 
ly every American has them. The former 
never wear their boots all day. They have 
walking boots to the office. Once there, 
they put ona thin house boot. When they 

| pair of boots. 

| 

| 
| 

shout 
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go home about five 0 ‘cloc k | m the ¢ evening 
the first thing they do is to put on their 
slippers. The result is that the feet are 
always cool, the pressure never constant, 
and no muscle tried beyond its power Far 
otherwise the American. lle goes down to 
work at eight o'clock in the morning, and is 
hurrying and scurrying in the same boots 
until six o'clock. Then he hurries home to 
dinner, hurries through dinner and, still 
wearing the same boots, goes ro his lodge 

| or elsewhere and returns at midnight, his 
| feet having been cramped up for fourteen 
| hours out of the twenty-four in the one 

The result is corns and 
| bunions.” 

THINGS OF VALUE. 

As the world grows brighter and better, 

find out how the other half lives, and to 
try to teach it to live aright. 

** Line upon line, and precept upon pre- 
cept.” We repeat what we have said be- 
fore, that Puttner’s Xmulsion is invaluable 
for Coughs, Weak Lungs and General De- 

| bility. 
The times when a policy of dignified 

silence would unquestionably do a man the 
best service are, the very times when a 
dignified silence is particnlarly hard to 
keep. 

I know MINARD'S 
dure diphtheria. 

French Village. Jon~x T. 

[ know MINARD'S LIN 
cure cuoup. 

Cape Island. J. 

I know MINARD'S LINIMENT is the 
best remedy on earth. 
Norway, Me. Josern A. Sxow., 

LINIMENT will 

JOUTILIER. 

IMENT will 

F. CuNNINGHAM. 

It is not our amiable qualities we most 
highly prize. The peacock is prouder of 
his rasping voice than of his beautiful tail- 
feathers. 

Professor—Microscopial investigations 
lead us to believe that there are colors too 
delicate to be discerned by the human eye 
—invisible colors, we may call them 
Student—I know the name of one of them 
sir. Professor—Indeed! What is it? 
Student— Blind man’s bufl! 

[orstonds 
ACID PHOSPHATE. 

An agreeable preparation 

of the phosphates, for Indi- 

gestion, Nervousness, Men- 

tal and Physical Exhaustion. 

Recommended and pre- 

scribed by Physicians of all 

schools. 

Trial bottle mailed on receipt of 25 cents 
in stamps. Rumford Chemical Works, 
Providence. R. 1. 

A NEW STOCK 
—of— 

aste Baskets 

J.[& A. McMillan’s. 

The Latest 
5 OUR MOTH PROOF BAG, 

No bad smelis needed. 

Odorless, Air Tight, Moth Proof, 

Mace in 3 Sizes. 

SCHOFIELD BROS., 
IMPORTERS, 

25 Water St, St, John, 
Send for printed illustrated lists or call and inspect. 

Er 
rms 

During 1893 THE SUN will be of sur- 

passing excellence and will print more news 

and more pure literature than ever before in 
its history. 

The Sunday Sun 
is the greatest Sunday News- 

paper in the world 

Price 5c.a copy; by mail $2a year, 

Daily, by mail - - $6 a year, 
Daily and Sunday, by 
CT RS EER TY 

Address THE SUN, New York. 

one-halt of it is doing all in its power to | 

Full 

of Steam. 

[t's the usual way on wash day-——a big fire—a house 

full of steam-—the heavy lifting—the hard work. 

TEAKETTLE 

of HOT WATER 

and 

SURPRISE soar 
used according to the directions 

on the wrapper does away WN all this muss and confusion. 

The clothes are sweeter, whiter and cleaner than when washed 
! 

the ordinary way. 

Thousands use Surprise Soap this way, with perfect sat- 

isfaction. Why don’t you? 

SURPRISE good for all uses. — cake is stamped Surprise. 

“I Would 

A Tale 

Unfold!” 
(Unlike the ghost in Hamlet, this is no gruesome narrative, but a 

few plain facts that appeal to live folks. Does the question 

of dress interest you? Of course it does, and new clothes 
are rather expensive luxuries. That old suit of yours is 

rather badly faded, but otherwise it is all right. Why not 
send it to UNGAR'S? He makes the OLD NEW. Over- 
coats, Suits, Dresses and Clothing of every description will 

give satisfaction if dyed or cleansed at UNGAR'S. 

One Trial Convinces. 

and send your Parcels to UNeAR’s Steam Laundry and Dye yy 
St. John, (Waterloo street); Telephone 58. Or Halifax: 60 to BE SURE 

They will be dene right, if done at 

UNCAR’S. 
Barrington street. 

The New World Typewriter. 

Sreep—30 WorbDs A MINUTE.  SiMpPLE IN CONSTRUCTION. 

ALIGNMENT PERFECT. EasiLy LEARNED. 

ALways READY. 

Agents wanted in every town in the Maritime Provinces. 

St. John, N.B. 

Advertise in | (7 

me BHA CON SUMMER RESORT. 

of the “BEACON” distributed during the next three months among best class of 
12, 000 COPIES Summer Travellers in Canada and U.S. Great chance for Hotel Men and 
asoraties Companies to Advertise. 

ALWAYS INSURE P CE N IX Insurance Company of 
your property in the HARTFORD, CONN, 

Because of its STRENGTH, 1LOSS.-PAYING POWER and 

WHY 7? Precori®FOR FAIR AND HONORABLE DEALING 

— APPLY TO— 

H. CHUBB & CO. Agents, 
CIRCULATES WIDELY. 
CLEANLY FRINTED. 
CLOSELY READ. 

R. E. ARMSTRONG, 

Publisher, 

St. Andrews, N.B. 

D. W.C. SKILTON, President. 
J. H. MITCHELL Vice-President. 
GEO. I. BURDICK, Secretary. 
CHAS. E . GALACAR, 2nd Vice-President. 

CANADIAN BRANCH HEAD OFFICE, MONTREAL, 

Statement January lst. 1891, 

Cash Capital...... ’ 
Reserve for Unadjusted Losses. . seates 
Reserve for Re- REDS. + +30 ¢b cans r or "903 88 

RRL 5a Sie 73 GERALD E. HART, General!Manager. 

I. Se - hub Full Deposit with the Dominion Government. 

KNOWLTON & GILCHRIST 132 Prince William Street, St. John, N. B. 


