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ODD KINDS OF STRIKES. 

WORKERS WHO HAVE UNEXPECT- 

EDLY STOPPED THEIR WOKK. 

Bakers Who Left a City in a Lurch and 

Servant Girls Who Dropped theirifBrooms— 

Labor Troubles in the Ranks of Musicians 

and Other Professionals. 

The inhabitants of Marseilles recently 

had an unpleasant experience. A strike in 

the bakers’ shops throughout the city pro- 

duced a faint copy of the famine scenes in 

Paris when the German siege ended. Mas- 

ter bakers and men were united in an 

alarming protest against the edict of a 

mayor who under an old law appointed an 

assize of bread. They banked-down ovens 

and shut shops rather than submit to the 

interference : and the average citizen, who 

only wanted his breakfast at the proper 

hour, saw himself with consternation minus 

the staff of life. 

(;reat excitement prevailed when bread 

came in from military bakeries and from 

ovens seized by the mayor's orders. The 

pantity was wholly sufficient for a clam- 

ouring multitude, and hunger riots loomed 

on the horizon: but on the second night the 

municipal price was agreed to, and the peril 

passed away. 
It is hard in these days of upheaval to 

say where strikes are unlikely. They some- 

times occur in circumstances which inevita- 

bly bring a smile. Fun was mixed with 

the anxiety that obtained in the best quar- 

ters of West Hartlepool for a short time 

last spring. There was bustle and laughter 

in the streets and a general expectation. 

“What are you looking for?” a stranger 

asked. ‘Don’t you know? why, the girls 

are out. There's a strike procession of 

household servants.” 
“Wot a lark!” said one corner man. 

‘Here come the slaveys.” 

The maids had discussed their bardships 

and had the daring to demonstrate. They 

carried various emblems of their business. 

In place of flags the spectators saw flat- 

irons and poles used for stirring coppers, 

coal-scuttles and scrubbing-brushes, props 

and brooms. The demand of housemaid 

and ‘odd girl” was for shorter hours and a 

weekly balt-holiday. 
“Define strikes,” was a question recent- 

ly set in a scholarship examination. 

A hopeful young candidate believed that 

he had an apt answer. 
“-Men trying te rule their masters,” he 

wrote. 
Perhaps he would have thought a strike 

amongst schoolboys a fit illustration. At 

one time several of these took place in this 

country. Their memory has been revived 

bv occurrences at a large school in New 

Zealand which bave lately found publicity. 

The hays prepared a manifesto in the name 

of justice, and then struck lessons. They 

objected to so much mathematics and can- 

ing and, like the Hartlepool servants, com- 

plained of a deficit of holidays. 

Bat they bad treated the ungenerous 

argument of force too lightly. The head- 

master swooped upon the ringleaders. and 

iastead of less caning, there was more, and 

the protest fizzed out like a damp firework. 

A few months ago there was a specially 

lugubrious strike at P’aris. It was amongst 

the grave-diggers and funeral mutes en- 

gaged by the city undertakers. They re- 

resented that they were insufficiently paid. 

Jefore much inconvenience was inflicted on 

mourners the matter was arranged. 

A palace seems a novel place for one of 

these developments of the modern spirit. 

But China gives an instance. It was on 

rather an extensive scale. The Jmperor 

was building the fine and commodious 

Heho Palace for his mother, the retiring 

Regent. An army of workmen were there. 

and three thousand or so were wood and 

other carvers, whose calling is much stif- 

fened in the Celestial Empire by trade 

pride. 
These men knew the date when all was 

to be in readmess, and, instead of going 

on to finish, they presented a demand tor 

more ** Pekin cash” in addition to three 

free meals a day. On refusal they came 

out. and were as threatening in demeanour 

as if the place were London or Liege. The 

authorities quaked at the portent, and sum- 

moned military aid. Ultimately a com- 

promise was made and the Emperor's plans 

were saved. It was a warning that might 

mean much some day. 
These was a strike of the Paris postmen 

lately for a reason that is laughable. Two 

pairs of trousers are given out at regular 

seasons to these useful servants of the State. 

In this case Red-tape made a slip, and 

nearly leit all the post-poxes gorged and 

correspondents at their wits’ end for want 

of letters. The tickets written out for the 

2 to deliver to the tailors only said one 

pair of nether garments instead of two. 

«. 1 don't see it; I shan’t go on duty.” 

said ono letter-carrier to another. 

A league was soon formed to suspend 

work. Sullen faces were everywhere. 

But when the cause of the disturbance 

leaked out the trouble was quickly adjusted. 

It was a blunder. There was no intention 

to grant the postmen less cloth than of old
. 

Assured on this point they resumed duty. 

It was in Paris again that on one occa- 

sion some ten thousand automatic clocks 

« struck.” No pun is meant. They ceas- 

ed to fulfill their functions. It was a gener- 

al stoppage, and oddly brought about by 
a 

strilme of men. Navvies working in the 

bed of the road had excavated a great 
hole 

near to where the electric wires were con- 

ducted. ; ; 

These labourers bad a dispute with their 

paymasters and in a fit of petulance threw 

down their tools. They lett the opening 

they had made so poorly protected th
at the 

side fell mn. Thnis siding down of the earth 

upset the uncovered wires, wi
th the result 

tat a large number of establishments 
miss- 

ed their time-keepers. It was some hours 

betore all the clocks were regulated and 

geing agam. 
Parts opera-frequenters recently found 

femselves in the presence of an unusual 

exhibition of performers’ wilfulness. 
There 

was a serike of chorus singers in con
nection 

‘with a rendeving of Cavalleria Rusticana
 at 

the Opera Comique. The audience were 

int seats, apd the house was waiting.
 

Up came the curtain, apd the opara prc- 

mi wall until the first chorus was 

reached ; but here was disaster for the 

management and disappointment for the 

stalls. Not a single male voice was to be 

heard. 
: 

‘Theve was soon a rising wind 
of outside 

said another. | 

There was trouble in many a Kitchen, | 

| 
| 

murmurs. swelling into a storm of protest. 

Explanations were demanded and had to be 

given before calm was restored. The male 

chorus singers had in vain asked an increase 

of salary, and had then taken a dramatic 

way of enforcing their claim. 
iven through the habits of strict obedi- 

ence implanted by military discipline the 

tendency to strikes will now and then ap- 

ear. There has been a quaint example at 

Narbonne, in France. It was a strictly 

musical revolt. The offenders were nearly 

the whole of the bandsmen belonging to the 
100th Regiment of French Infantry.  Sta- 

tioned for a while in the town the band was 

instructed to enliven the public promenade 
with their martial strains. 
‘But, though they were marched to the 

bandstand, only two were so weak-kneed as 
to begin. lake the men in the Opera 
Comique chorws, they had entered into a 

compact of silence. No financial grievance 
existed. The strike was directed at an ex- 

cess of rehearsal practice which had become 

a weariness to the flesh. The obstinate 

layers were placed under arrest, but in all 

probability their conductor had a hint by- 

and-by to be reasonable in his requirements. 

An editorial office has known a strike of 

sub-editors and of department managers. 

It is said that Alexandre Dumas pere was 

once nominally chief of a French paper. 

He displeased his assistants at the aw ward 

moment when preparations should be in 

full swing. In consequence he found for- 

saken writing-tables and stands. But Dumas 

was not easily to be punished. He turned 

into work at headlong speed, and the paper 

came out as usual next day. It was liter- 

ally his own compilation, down to the gall- 

ing int‘mation of the fact and the annexed 

remark that, as his sub-editors were all 
deserters, the way henceforth would be 

clear for the public to subscribe.—[Cas- 
sell's Journal. 

HOW TO JUDGE DIAMONDS. 

Alleged Tests That Are of No Benefit to the 

Average Individual. 

“It is very often said that it does not 

require an expert to tell a genuine diamond 

from an imitation, and numerous indeed 

are the tests by which the public—so they 

are told—may decide the matter,” remarked 

a dealer in precious stones recently. 

“That is all nonsense, for there is no 

easy test which could be adopted with cer- 

tainty by anyone out of the trade. 
¢ One method which periodically goes the 

round of all kinds ot publications states 

that if a small hole is pierced in a piece of 

card and this is looked at through the stone 

two holes will be seen if the “gem” is 

spurious, whereas only one will be visible 

through a genuine diamond. 
+« This and similar tests are somewhat 

useful when loose stones are to be judged, 

but supposing the diamonds are set In a 

ring, what then? The test would be abso- 

lutely useless to the average individual. 
«Again, it is said that, ‘looking through | 

a real diamond, the setting is never visible’ 

(which is quite correct), but the same par- 

agraph also states that ‘through a false one 
it 1s.’ 

«* Where this statement is liable to mis- 

lead some member of the already too-gullible 

public is alreadv explained. Most of our 

best imitation diamonds—* pastes’ as we 

call them—are covered at the back with an 

amalgam of quicksilver, etc., after the 

manner of mirrors: this being done to 

throw the ‘fire’ or brilliancy to the front. 

When meant to deceive the public at close 

quarters, they are * close set’ and the sett- 

ings are covered in at the back. 

‘* Relying on this test, a probable pur- 

chaser might find that his ‘bargain,’ instead 

of being a gem worth fifty pouads, was 

something dear at half-a-crown. 
“It is well-known that diamonds are 

harder than any other substance and can 

only be scratched by another diamond. 
“By taking advantage of the general 

knowledge of this fact, many a swindler 

has palmed off a crystal by showing his 

dupe how it will scratch a piece of glass. 

“No, you may take it from me that 

there is absolutely no sure test by whichany 

one unaccustomed with stones can decide the 

difference between real and imitation. 

Why, we in our line and jewellers gener- 

ally, decide the question by looking at the 

doubtful article. To an expert there is 

something in the appearance of a diamond 

—-it's ‘fire’ and ‘look’ of hardness—quite 

unexplainable—which the best of imitations 

never did, and I believe never will, pos- 

sess "—[ English Paper. 

Settling With His Conacience. 

A couple of tourists staying in a town in 

close vicinity to Loch Ness had a fancy, one 

Sunday, to have a row on theloch. They 

accordingly sallied forth in search of the 

boatman, whom they met just leaving his 

house, books in hand, and dressed in a fine 

glossy black suit. making for church. 
«We want to go for a row,” said one of 

the tourists. 
“Did ve ken that it's the Sawbath ?” was 

the reply. “Ye'll no get a boat frae me 

the day; torbye I hae ye to ken that I'm an 
eld»r of the kirk.” 

“Yes, yes,” expostulated the tourists, 

«that's all very well for you, but we don’t 

want you with us—you can go to church.” 

“Ay, ay,” said tke elder, *‘but jist think 

what'll the meenister sav.” 

«Never mind the minister,; he won't 

know, and we'll pay you well.” 
“Ay, weel,” said the elder, ‘I'll let ye 

the boat. Dae ye see yon green boatie 

doon among the rushes ? Well, she’s ready 

wi’ the oars inside. Jist ye gang doon 

there an row oot tae the middle, an I'll 

come doon to the bank an’ sweer at ye ; but 

never ye mind, jist row on, an’ I'll ca’ for 

the money on Monday. 

No Beef For The Nervous. 

An able doctor in New York, in prescrib- 

ing a diet for individuals troubled with ner- 

vous dypspepsia, mentions roast beef and 

mutton. It may interest him and those who 

are nervous through dyspepsia to know 

that Dr. Levenne, who is at the head of 

the great Rothschild hospital in Paris, 

always begins his treatment of nervous 

patients by prohibiting the use of beef 

absolutely. Beef he believes to be the 

most exciting food that can be taken into 

the system. Ie declares that it should 

only be eaten in considerable quantities by 

those who work a great deal in the open 

air or who bave very lymphatic temper- 

aments, such as English laboring men. In 

all cases of nervous trouble Dr. Levenne 

orders the substitution of mutton for beef, 

and I have known a number of his patients 
who attributed a great improvement to 

this one rule of the able French physician. 

HOW WAGNER COMPOSED. 

He First Made Skeleton Sketches and from
 

These he Elahorated. 

What use, then, did he make of the piano 

in composing? The correct answer to this 

is given n the following remarks by Praeger, 

who, during a visit to Zurich in 1856, had 

an opportunity to see the composer at 

work on “Siegfried”: “He did not seek 

his ideas at the piano. He went to the 

piano with his idea already com osed, and 

made the piano his sketch book, wherein 

he worked and reworked his subject, 

steadily modeling and remodeling his mat- 

ter until it assumed the shape he had in 

his mind.” In other words, while Schu- 

bert wrote as a fountain produces water, 

and Beethoven put the results of his per- 

sistent reflections on his themes on slips of 

paper, Wagner used the piano as a sculp- 

tor does his clay, to mould his themes 

into various plastic motives. But that was 
all : the delicate lace-work of the orchestral 

score was all pure mental work which no 

physical manipulation at the piano could 

assist. ... Wagner thought out his operas 

in orchestral colors ; his very ideas are often 

conceived in colors ; and instrumental com- 

binations which the piano can no more re- 

produce than it could have suggested them 

to the composer. There are in music emot- 

ional sensuous ideas, aswell as intellect- 

ual ‘themes ” and in an opera the former 

are fully as important as the latter. The 

magic helmet motive in the *‘Nibelung’s 

Ring” would lose half its charm if present- 

ed in a different orchestral coloring or play- 

ed on the piano; but this is not the fault 

of the composer ; it is a mark of his super- 

lative genius 
After he had his musical motives satisfact- 

orily arranged in his head, how did he pro- 

ceed to put them on paper? First he made 

a sort of skeleton sketch-—as painters 

make preliminary sketches— the ideas be- 

ing roughly jotted down on a few lines of 

music paper ; and from these the orchestral 

score was subsequently elaborated.—by 
Henry T. Finck. 

Unlike the Dutch Process 
2 No Alkalies 

: a Other Chemicals 
are used in the 
preparation of 

W. BAKER & C0.’S 

i reakfastGocoa which is absolutely 
pure and soluble. 

| It has morethanthreetimes 
| the strength of Cocoa mixed 
with Starch, Arrowroot or 

“ Sugar, and is far more eco- 

nomical, costing less than one cent a cup. 

It is delicious, nourishing, and EASILY 
DIGESTED. pet She Be 

Sold by Grocers everywhere. 

W. BAKER & CO., Dorchester, Mass. 

OYSTERS! OYSTERS! 
| FOR THE WINTER SEASON. 

Choice Prince Edward Island and North Shore 

OYSTERS. 

For sale by PINT, QUART, or GALLON. 

duced rate. 19 to 23, N. 8., King Square. 

J. D. TURNER. 

"PHILADELPHIA 

Nut Coa 
500 TONS 

LEHIGH NUT COAL. 
Lowest Prices of the Season. 

MORRISON & LAWLOR. 
ga Spring Hill ROUND COAL to arrive. 

SEGEE'S OINTMENT 
——18 A CERTAIN CURE FOR—— 

Piles, Fever Sores, Sores of any kind, Ring- 

worms, Chapped Hands, Chilblains, 

Scalds and Burns, Frost Bites, 

Warts, Corns, etc. 

by addressmg 

JOHN A, SEGEE. Manuft., 
DURHAM STREET—North St."John, N. B. 

#& Wholesale by 

T. B. Barker & Sons, 

S. McDiarmid, 
| KING STREET, - - sr. JOHN, N. B. 

and 

CERTIFICATES. 
The following have been been selected 

from the vast number of persons who have 

been cured by the use of SkGer's OINT- 
MENT: 

FROM WOOD, Shoe Maker; Mrs. S. 
STORMS, J.GILLIS, WILLIAM 

PETERS, Tanner: Carr. D. JOR- 

ST JOHN JDAN, WM. ALLINGHAM, P. 

’ ) | THOMPSON, G. A. HARTLEY, 
F. C. Baptist Minister, Carleton, St. 

N B John; JABUB GUNTER, F. C. 

Bi | Baptist Minister, Fredericton, N. B. 

ROBERT McCUEN, St. Jobn, N. B., 

writes : 
This will certify that for two years and four months 

1 was afflicted with Fever Sores. Had seven holes 

in my leg, running sores in my breast, back, shoulder 

and under my arm. I tried several physicians but 

go no relief. After being seventeen months in the 

ospital, I returned home and heard of SEGEE'S 

OmNTMENT. I immediately procured a pot. After 

using it a short time I began to get better; and in a 

few weeks was completely cured. I can highly 

ey va it to all persons who may be sufering 

as I was. 

"For sale at Drug Stores, or will be 

sent upon receipt of price (50 cts. per Pot), | 

¢ Messrs. I.DAY, Surveyor; JAS. | 

Large orders for Parties or Church Fairs at a re | 
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Every Lady 
should 

made up in all the latest styles, out of 

only tailor made garments can. 

tion possible, and place our MELIssA 

attention. 

in the Dominion 

Every lady in the Dominion should have a MrLissA wrap of some style. Cost- 

ing only a trifle, (about £1.50) more than ordinary wraps of similar material, they are 

at once the most useful and most economical garments of the present day, because they 

are really two in one, being a rainproof garment as well as a stylish and comfortable wrap. 

Merissa wraps should not be classed with ordinary waterproofs. They are 

rainproot by the MELissA process) : beautifully finished and they fit to perfection, as 

Many ladies have written us asking for information, patterns. etc., etc., but as 

we do a strictly wholesale manufacturing business, cannot in justice to our many cus- 

tomers, sell directly to anyone not in the trade. Desiring, however, to give all informa- 

country, we invite direct correspondence and will, on receipt of a letter from any lady, 

giving the name and address of the merchant with whom she deals, at once send that 

dealer a full range of our patterns, catalogues ol designs and other necessary information. 

If there is no local dealer who will take the trouble to serve her in the way we 

suggest, we will place her in communication with one of our most reliable customers in 

some other place, who we can guarantee will be only too glad to give her every possible 

MELISSA MANUFACTURING CO. 

have one: 

fine soft woollen materials (rendered thoroughly 

wraps within easy reach of every lady in the 

Vietoria Square, 

MONTREAL. 

More Popular Every Day. 

The fame of PROGRESS’ Webster Dictionaries 

is Spreading and where one was sold at first 

five are sold now. The Price has not advanced 

and $3.95 still secures PROGRESS for one 

year and its greatest 

RO GRESS Has a large subscription list, but it does not include 

all the families in the three provinces. 

That is the aim of the publisher, and it is being accomplished slowly but surely. 

It is quite a contract, but when people get hold of a good paper it does not re- 

quire much exertion to get them to become subscribers. 

Here is an Opportunity 
Some time ago arrangements were made to give subscribers a large Webster 

| Dictionary, at a low cost, so low as to make 1t ONE OF THE GREATEST OFFERS EVER 

MADE in the Maritime Provinces. 

Hundreds Have Taken Advantage of it. 
Every week Dictionaries are being sent out to different 

This is a big dictionary, containing 1445 pages, 1500 illustrations and an appendix of 

landing ex. Bgt. * Endrick,”’ from Philadelphia. | 10,000 words. The subscription price of Pi 

(= — and the book for $3.95. Note well the 

. price. This is an offer that cannot remain 

! open for ever. ‘I'he sole idea is to get new 

- subscribers for Progress. We want the 

largest subscription list that a provincial 

paper ever had, 

Gress is $2 00 a year, but you can get it 

Premium. 

parts of the Provinces. 
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and are bound to get it. 

| ProGrESS has now a ciraulation much larger than any other
 Maritime Province paper, but it is sold largely by agents and newsboys 

| Subscribers are wanted also, and genuine bargains are of
fered as inducements, 

A BIG BOOK. A BIG PAPER. A BIG COMBINATION. 

Something Everybody Needs. 

BIG DICTION A RY In your possess
ion does not necessarily mean that you will astonish your 

friends with,big"words, but there are hundreds of things you should 

| 

know and want to know, but cannot find 

out without asking. When the English 

Language is concerned you are never at a 

loss if you have a good Webster. And when did 

you ever get a better chance to get one? You have 

probably seen this offer before, but it zannot r
emain 

open for ever. TAKE ADVANTAGE OF IT Now. It 

you have children they could not have a better p
icture 

book. Frereex HUNDRED ILLustraTIONS | They
 

all mean something ; and it is no trouble to find out 

what they mean. 

The book for the Home, the School and the Office. The paper for the multitude. Don’t forget the price. 

_ CARTER. Publisher “Progress.” St. John, N. B. E.S —p— 

The Willows. AFTER BREAKFAST DI
ALOGUE : 

= HUSBAND That Popular 

SUMMER RESORT HOTEL 
| at Reed’s Point, on the Kennebecasis, will open 

at the usual time (date will be announced later) 

fully prepared to accommedate m
ore guests. 

Greater opportunities for C
omfort and 

Pleasure. 

early as possible with 

Hugh J. McCormick, 

LIBRARY. 
(Formerly Bijou) 

70 King St
. (Candy Store.) 

OOKS sold at 15 cents each. 
After reading you C 

B 

B can exchange them by 
paying FIVE cents. 

] » 

Stationery, etc., for sale ch
eap. As wc are new be- 

ginners give us a call. 

Opened on 

Thursday 

27tn inst. 

: praise. We must bave a new Range, ad 

Parties desiring rooms sheunld communicate as © The Kitchen Witch ’* will suit us splendidly. 

g KWeben Wnch £ . 

hy sll means. ue. ir 2 

WIth s Garey \ oRWKtD, IS a 
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it is sure to be what it is represented 

THE KITCHEN WITCH. 

1 TPRALLLLURR TY FLERE 

Anything you 
want dewn 

Bown this mora- 

Bing Kate 

Yes, I wish yos weunid drop 

into ALLAN’S en Water it. 

m and see that new ramge he is 

advertising in PRoonaes. Mrs. 

B® Jackson has one of them and 
she cannot say ewoneh im its 

I think 

AB right; le 
us have the 

ange | see, =i ——u = = a 

is a Perfect Beauty. 

A RANGE that is sare to give SATISFACT
ION. 

—TFOR BALE BY— 

Allan, - 19 Water St. 
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