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PROGRE ** ATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1893. 11 

Sunday Reading: 
THE GOSPEL IN PRISONS. 

There are One Million of People in Prison 

in Europe. 

The following respecting the gospel in 
prisons, by Evangelist Charles Cook, is 

very interesting : — 
In running through Canada and the 

West on my recent evangelistic tour, I 

could not help noticing that the churches 
were superior in construction, convenience 
and comfort to any others I had ever seen. 
I have been laboring amongst Methodists, 
Presbyterians and Baptists, and found a 

brotherly, loving spirit manifested, less 
occupied by doctrine than duty. Every 
opportunity was afforded of addressing the 
different ministerial associations and col- 
leges. All were busy and occupied in 
hurl work and the alleviation ot sorrow 

alid distress. 
I was surprised to find little or no open- 

air work and, in some cases, after-meetings 

were not held. In Canuda one minister said, 

““We need education on open-air work.” 
In Chicago, I found Mr. Moody and his 

workers very busy, many theatres, tents 

and churches being pressed into service. 
75,000 persons were present at the Sunday 
evening meetings. Among the helpers 
resent whom [| knew were Mr. Henry 
arley, Rev. John McNeill, Dr. Arthur 

Aeron, Rev. Geo. Needham, lord Kin- 

naird, Lord Bennett and Geo. Inglis. John 
McNeill’s meetings were specially crowded, 
he preaching four times on Sundays and 
Mr. Moody likewise. 

Ordinary church life and work seemed 
somewhat upset by the interest caused hy 
the World’s Fair. One of the lsading min- 
isters said to me, ‘* While my church is 
crowded on Sunday, it is difficult to get an 
audience on week nights. Our charch 
work seems somewhat demoralized for the 
time being.” The churches on my route I 
found occupied with christian work, and 
had large attendances wherever I preached. 
In making a tour of Canadian prisons and 
enitentiaries, I found much to admire, 

Put there are some things which call for 
reform. Canada seems especially blessed 
with good wardens who are doing their 
utmost to brind about the prison reforms 
that are needed. They are trying to abol- 
ish the association system, and are loud in 
praise of the American principle of ** inde- 
terminate sentences.” Many of the cells 
are the smallest in the world, being 8 feet 
long and only 28 inches wide. This calls 
for special comment. They are hoping to 
do away with this inhumanity and have 
already begun to build larger cells. Con- 
cerning the American prisons which I 
visited, I found them clean and comfort- 
able. Most of the prisoners were engaged 
in some kind of work, although, in some 
instances, men were idle, which is a 
mistake. The system of convict contracts 
is hardly fair to outside labor and the work 
in Joliet Penitentiary, where the system is 
still in existence, is about to be undertaken 
on State account. 
As an instance of liberality accorded to 

me when preaching anong the prisoners, I 
may mention that a Roman Catholic priest 
in one prison brought in his own flock, de- 
sirous that I should speak to them also, 
while addressing the Protestant prisoners. 
He also elected himself to stay as an audi- 
tor. 

The gathering together of so many 
thousands in Chicago, has naturally brought 
together a vast number of criminals, and 
crime has during the last six months won- 
derfully increased. When I visited the 
Cook County Jail, 600 men were confined 
there. I found 300 prisoners together 
smoking, reaping and talking, among them 
many dangerous murderers, and I asked 
the official who conducted me around, what 
class of criminals they principally were. He 
said, ‘‘mostly murderers. They are as guilty 
of robbing each other here, as committing 
robbery outside.” One man recently mur- 
dered another, and another lost $36 out of 
his pocket while sleeping in the same cell 
with a second prisoner. 
A pathetic incident happened in a Cana- 

dian prison. In a hymn book which I took 
up, the following lines were found : ¢* Mary 
Douglas left Scotland, July, 1881, reached 
Canada, August, 1881, once a father’s pet 
and a mother’s joy, but now a poor drunk- 
ard, but God will save me yet.” Mary 
has been advertised for, but they have not 
as yet heard from her. 
Ot these ‘‘outcasts of society,” men and 

women unable to help themselves, there are 
thousands in many lands whe rarely hear 
the Gospel except through such visits. 

~ rAliiving them New Testaments and holding 
simple services in the prisons, is a work 
which should commend itself to thoughtful 
Christian people. Having government cre- 
dentials from many of the authorities of 
different countries, I have been able to 
enter prisons which would be closed to 
most men, There are at least one million 
people in prison in Europe alone, and the 
Sy of them are without the Gospel of 

rist. 

Calling che Flock. 

An illustration of a passage of Scripture 
not generally understood was witnessed in 
the province ot Aran, Northern Africa, by 
Mr. Barrow, a missionary to the Jews. 
He writes: *‘I was travelling in the dili- 
gence from a place inland to a town on the 
coast. All was quiet in that -littitle place 
as we jumped out of the diligence. There 
was no one in sight until suddenly an Arab 
appeared, and planting himself in the mid- 
‘dle of the street of houses which formed 
the town, took out from the folds of his 
robe a little bamboo whistle or pipe, and 
began to play upen it. I could not think 
what he meant, but us he piped I saw to 
my astonishment some cows coming from 
one direction, some goats from another, 
and from all directions they came and gath- 
ered round the man. It was the voice of 
the shepherd calling the flock to him, that 

he might lead it out to pasture. When 
the whole flock was gathered he led them 
away, walking before them until he disap- 
peared beyond our vision. As I watched 
the shepherd I realized for the first time 
the meaning of Zech. 10: 8 that prophecy 
so dear to my people which, correctly in- 
terpreted, md ‘I will pipe for them and 
gather them,’ and it refers to the action of 
the shepherd who pipes sweet music to his 
flock calling them to him.” 

SWEET TEMPERS, 

No Amount of Natural Talent can Account 
5 for a Sour Disposition. 

It pays to keep sweet—that is, sweet in 
temper and disposition, writes Rev. H. A. 
Ott. *‘Nothing 18 so distressing as a 
soured disposition,sour words,sour glances, 
sour actions. Nobody can afford to be 
sour. It dees not pay to say unkind things 
to your next door neighbor. No one can 
afford to be snappish, churlish, cross or 
ugly when something is done which fails 
to please. Such a course soon creates a 
sour disposition, and it it 18 cherished, in 
the course of time we get soured against 
everybody and everybody's heel is lifted up 
against us. We cannot afford to be sour, 
because of the effect it has on our hap- 
piness. 
No amount of natural talent, education, 

or the highest culture, can atone for a sour 
disposition and make us lovable precisely 
in is mmm as we are sweet in temper 
and loving in act and deed. If we take no 
interest in anybody, we need not expect 
them to take any interest in us. It we are 
unsoeial in our life, repelling on account of 
our cutting words, we need not be sur- 
prised if the world treats us coldly and in- 
differently. ‘He that hath friends must 
show himself friendly.” 
Sour people can aid a pastor very little, 

When he wants a new member visited, or a 
sick person cheered. i - puts to work the 
amiable, tenderand all ‘ctionate. Indeed, 
he trembles lest the new members be dis- 
couraged and disheartened by lack of cor- 
diality. Let us keep sweet, be sociable 
and sympathetic, be loving and lovable, 
for then in the highest degree can the 
Master use us, and we can be serviceable 
in his cause. 

Conversion of a Play Writer. 

*‘Parisian literary society,” says the Paris 
correspondent of the London Daily News, 
‘*is greatly exercized at present over a re- 
markable change through which one of 
their number, Mr. Albin Valabregue, has 
lateiy passed. His friends, who generally 
belong to a brilliant but tast set, have no- 
ticed with astonishment his all but complete 
disappearance from their literary haunts 
and his evident distaste for certain of their 
frivolities. Their astonishment has grown 
into amazement on learning that the merry 
author of several scores of comedies and 
farces, as broad as the playreader would 
allow, is about to publish a book called 
“The Word of God.” M. Valabregue, 
who was not particularly qualified tor a 
theologian either by birth—he is a jew—or 
by his education, which was that of Free 
Thought, has, to use his own words, *‘re- 
ceived the revelation ot Christian mysteries 
in their sublime truth, not only in a state 
of wakefulness, but in a state of absolute 
calm and reason.” The author of the ‘Pre- 
mier Mari de France, a farce of the most 
audacious description, which is having an 
extraordinary run at the Varieties, intends 
to show that the true God is Christ, and 
that never such another Word will enlight- 
en this planet.” 

Confession of a Traveller, 

As remarks disparaging foreign mission 
work are often published by the daily press 
the wide publication of the following fact is 
but common justice: ‘Mrs. Isabella Bird 
Bishop, whose writings, especially her two 
volumes on Unbeaten tracks in Japan, have 
interested a multitude of readers, has re- 
cently spoken of her change of views in re- 
gard to missionary work, of which she bas 
seen so much, She has not merely pissed 
through, but has lived in several lands 
where missionary work has been carried on, 
and has seen all sides of it, and her testi- 
mony is as clcar as it is gratifying. She 
says: ‘lam a convert to missions through 
seeing missions and the need of them. 
Some years ago I took no interest whatever 
in the condition of the heathen. I had 
heard much ridicule cast upon Christian 
missions, and perbaps imbibed some of the 
unhallowed spirit. But the missionaries, 
by their lives and character and by the work 
they are doing wherever I have seen them, 
have produed to my mimd such a change 
and such an enthusiasm, as I might almost 
express it,in favor of Christian missions, that 
I cannot go anywhere without speaking 
about them and trying to influence others 
in their favor who may be as indifferent as 
I was before I wentamong heathen coun- 
tries.” 

Measages of Help for the Week. 

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what 

the spirit saith unto the churches.” Rev. 
2-7. 

**Consider and hear me, O Lord my God! 

Lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of 
death.” Psalm, 13-3. 

“‘Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I 
am weak.” Psalm, (6-2, 
“Hold up my goings in thy paths, that 

my footsteps slip not.” Psalm, 17-5. 
“*Thou calledst in trouble, and I delivered 

thee ; I answered thee in the sacred place 
of thunder. Iam the Lord thy God. Open 
thy mouth wide, and I will fill it.” Psalm 
81, 7-10. 
‘Because he hath set his love upon me, 

therefore will I deliver bim. I will set him 
on high, because he hath known my name. 
He shall call upon me, and I will answer 
him; I will be with him in trouble, and 
honor him. With long life will I satisfy 
him. and show him my salvation.” Psalm 
91, 14-16. 
“Be of good rrr and he shall 

strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in 
the Lord.” Psalm, 31-25. 

RELIGIOUS DEBATES IN RUSSIA. 

Priests and Stundists Engage in Public Dis- 

cussion of Dectrine., 

Recent reports from Russia have refer- 
red to public discussions between the 
priests of the Russo-Greek church and the 
leaders of the Stundists. People familiar 
with the religious situation in Russia have 
been sceptical as to these discussions. 
knowing well how carefully the Stundists 
avoid publicity, especially such as will at- 
tract the attention of the church. It ap- 
pears, however, that the discussions de 
take place and are arousing much interest. 

In Moscow they are Meld in the Kaistsin 
House which is situated in the quarter of 
the city where Stundists are numerous. 

The scene at these meetings is a strange 
one. The room in which they are 
held is low and long. Near the centre is 

an arched projection, on one side of which 
is a rostrum for the president and bis col- 
leagues. Father Tikhon a leading divine 

of Moscow usually presides, and he is ac- 
companied by some younger men, who are 

scholars and experienced debaters. Mas- 
sive candlesticks stand on the rostrum, 
from which the light "of candles is shed on 
the table, where theological works are 
piled for use in the debate. It is an un- 
equal combat, as a rule, tor the Stundists 
are poor and unlearned, while the priests 
have been well-taught. In Biblical know- 
ledge, however, the priests are no match 
for the Stundists who are emphatically men 
of the one book. It often happens, a Stun- 
dist will insist on a passage from the 
Bible being the final authority on the point 
in dispute. 
The Stundists now number about 200,000 

in all Russia,including those who have been 
sent to Siberia and the Caucasus to serve 
out their sentences for heresy. There are 
many who have thus suffered, though they 
are generally accused of some other offence 
at their trial, so as to bring them under the 
civil law. It is not difficult to do this be- 
cause it is a statutable offence under Rus- 
sian law for the members of any church be- 
sides the national church to make converts. 
The Russian (Government beasts that there 
is religious liberty for all sects in Russia, 
and it is so; but every convert from the 
Greek Church to the Stundist faith is a 
source of peril to the congregation he joias. 
A recent letter from a Russian Stundist 
explains how these unusual debates have 
occurred. It is, he says, a common prac- 
tise for the priests to enter any house in 
which a Stundist meeting is being held and 
controvert the teaching of the preacher. 
They usually come in late in the evening 
and the debates are continued to a late 
hour. Out ot these informal discussions 
have developed the larger assemblages in 
the Kasitsin House and other places. 
The audiences generally include mer- 

chants, peasants and office-holders ot all 
classes, many of them belonging to the 
national church, as well as a fair propor- 
tion of Stundists. The debate is tree to 
all and ranges over the whole field of Chris- 
tian doctrine. It is followed with keen 
interest by the audience; and the police 
officers who are always in Pound nia 
watch the sympathy in the various faces 
with a view to future legal proceedings. 
The impression cannot be eradicated from 
the official mind that of disloyalty to the 
Czar. As a matter of fact, however, the 
Czar bas no subjects more loyal, or more 

law-abiding than he has in the Stundists. 

Church Going Selfishness. 

A lady remarked the other day: *‘I don't 
go to church now, because in no church in 
my neighborhood can I get any comfort.” 
This lady seems to have thought that the 
only reason for going to church was in 
order to get something. Another and bet- 
ter reason for going would be to give some- 
thing and to do something. We should go 
to church in order to obey this command, 
and to do an act of service that is pleasing 
to God. This cultivates our religious feel- 
ings and prepares us for the duties of the 
week. Then we give something to our 
tellow-men by going. Our example bene- 
fits him, and his devotion is warmed by 
ours. A number ot sticks burn better to- 
gether than one alone. So long as we hold 
the what-can-I-get theory of church-going, 
we shall get little by going to church. We 
shall merely sit in the seat of the scornful. 
and criticize the preacher and the choir. It 
one goes to church with the true devotional 
spirit ot christian service in the heart, there 
will be no room left for selfishness. The 
words of the preacher will then come to our 
spiritual ears tipped with living fire, and 
the music will be rapturous to our souls. 
There will be no need of complaining that 
one ‘‘cannot get any comfort out of the 
services.” 

Bible Criticized. 

A certain man placed a fountain by the 
wayside, and he hung a cup near it by a 
little chain. He was told some time after- 
ward that a great art critic had found much 
fault with his design as being lacking in the 
artistic quality, being in fact a blemish on 
the landscape. ‘‘But,” he said, ‘*do many 
persons drink at it ?” Then they told him 
that thousands ot people—men, women and 
children—slaked their thirst at the fountain. 
He smiled, and answered, that he was little 
troubled by the critic's observations, only 
that he hoped that on some sultry summer's 
day, the critic himself might fill the cup and 
be refreshed. Something like this the 
the bible has to undergo. Learned men 
complain of many things in it, point out 
that it is unscientific, although it does not 
profess to teach scicnce, and point out 
other deficiencies in it; but it satisfies the 
spiritual thirst of millions and those are 
happiest who do not criticize it but drink 
of its living waters. 

‘Tia Better to be Courteous. 

Politeness has been defined as love in 
trifles, writes Rev. Dr. Drummond. Cour- 
tesy has been defined as love in little things. 
And the secret of politeness is to love. 
Love cannot behave itself unseemly. You 
can take the most untutored persons and 

» put them in society, and if they have love 

as a reservoir in their heart, they will not 
behave themselves unseemly. They simply 
cannot do it. Carlyle said of Robert 
Burns that there was no truer gentleman in 
Europe than the ploughman-poet. It was 
because he lived to love everything—the 
mouse, and the daisy, and all the things, 
great and small that God made; and so he 
could go into any society of the day. We 
heard the other day from one spesker on a 
certain platform about the meaning of the 
word ‘‘gentleman.” It means a gentle man 
~—a man who does things gently, with love. 
“Love doth not behave itsell unseemly.” 

Above and Below, 

The late Professor Dr. Graham, of the 
Presbyterian College, London, was inimit- 

able tor his wit. One of his many palpable 
hits was once made upon a fellow-traveller 
who, along with other professionals, accom- 
panied him to the Holy Land. On their re- 
turn journey, by way of Greece, they had 
decided to visit the grave of Alexander the 
Great. On their way to it this ministerial 
brother, who bore the christain name of 
Alexander, had been narrating to the Pro- 
fessor a remarkable—might it not be even 
miraculous ?—experience he had passed 
through when he was in the desert ;how in 
fact, his life had been saved through a spi- 
der, whose web had intercepted and arrest- 
ed his fall when visiting some of the ruins 
there. By Graham, as by others, such 
stories from this truthful brother needed to 
be taken with a grain or two of salt ; but, as 
they were standing by the grave, (irabam 
only very quietly and naively remarked— 
“Alexander the Great lies below ; Alexander 
the greater lies above.” 

What One Bible Leaf Did, 

A poor man who had spent a life of igno- 
rance and sin, was found by a London 
clergyman apparently dying in a miserable 
garret. He was in great anxiety of mind 
from an apparently accidental cause. A 
stray leaf torn from a Testament had caught 
bis eye. It was part of Rom. iii. He had 
read the vivid description of the ungodly 
man which that chapter contains, and saw 
its application to his own case. But where 
was the remedy, and where the Gospel? 
Alas! the paper was torn off in the middle 
of the 21st verse, “But now the righteous- 

ness of God without the law HE 
‘Is what !"said the anxious man. ‘Do 
the next words give any hope of such a 
sinner as [.” The remainder of the chap- 
ter was read and explained simply to him, 
and the Gospel was *‘as cold water to a 
thirsty soul.” 

Only the Scars Remain, 
“ Among the many testimonials which I 

gee in regard to certain medicines perform- 

ing cures, cleansing the blood, ete.,” writes 

HENRY HuDpsoN, of the James Smith 

Woolen Machinery Co., 

Philadelphia, Pa., “none 

impress me more than my 

own case. Twenty years 

ago, at the age of 18 years, 

I had swellings come on 
my legs, which broke and 
became running sores. 

Our family physiciancould 

do me no good, and it was 

feared that the bones 

would be affected. At last, 

my good old mother 

urged me to try Ayer's 

Sarsaparilla. I took three 

bottles, the sores healed, 

and I have not been 

troubled since. Only the 

scars remain, and the 

memory of the past, to 

remind me of the good 

Ayer’s Sarsaparilla has done me. [now 

weigh two hundred and twenty pounds, and 

am in the best of health. I have been onthe 

road for the past twelve years, have noticed 

Ayer’s Sarsaparilla advertised in all parts 

of the United States, and always take pleas- 

ure in telling what good it did for me.” 

For the cure of all diseases originating in 

impure blood, the best remedy is 

AYER’S Sarsaparilla 
Prepared by Dr. J.C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass. 

Curesothers, will cureyou 

HORSE BLANKETS. 
All kinds in stock or made to order. 

EHARNESS 
Repaired or taken in exchange for new at 

Canadian Express Co. 
General Express Forwarders, Shipping 

Agents and Custom House Brokers. 

Forward M- rchandise, Money and Packages of 
every description; collect Notes, Drafts, Accounts 
and Bills, with goods (C. O. D.) throughout the 
Dominion of Canada, the United States and Europe. 
Special Messengers daily, Sunday excepted, over 

the Grand Trunk, Quebec and Lake St. John, Que- 
bec Central, Canada Atlantic, Montreal and Sorel, 
Napanee, Tamworth and Quebec, Central Ontario 
and Consolidated Midland Railways, Intercolonial 
Railway, Nothern and Watoore Railway, Cumber- 
land Railway, Chatham Branch Railway, Steamship 
Lines to Digby and Apappolis and Charlottetown 
and Summerside, P. E. I., with nearly €00 agencies 
Connections made with responsible Express Com- 
anies covering the Eastern, Middle, Southern and 
pen States, Manitoba, the Northwest Territor- 

ies and British Columbia. 
Express weekly to and from Europe via Canadian 

Line of Mail Steamers. 
Agency in Liverpool in connection with the for- 

warding system of (Great Britain and the continent. 
Shipping Agents in Liverpool, Montreal, Quebec 

and Portland, Maine. 
Goods in bond promptly attended to and forwarded 

with despatch. 
Invoices required for goods from Canada, United 

States or Europe, and vice versa. 
J. R, STONE, Agent, 

H.C. CREIGHTON, Ass, Supt, 

OYSTERS! OYSTERS! 
FOR THE SEASON. 

Choice Prince Edward Island and Nerth Shore 

OYSTERS. 
For sale by PINT, QUART, or GALLON. 

Large orders for Parties or Church Fairs at a re 
duced rate. 19 to 23, N. 8., King Square. 

J. D. TURNER. 

G. B. Chocolates. 

In quality they are the finest in the land. 

G.B.CHocoLATES ao FINE CREAMS, 

You can afford to buy 

They don’t come high in price. 

Can 
[a taat 

7— . «<(G.B. \ 

MARK. 

Stamped on every G. B. Chocolate. 

To the Groder Dyspesia | 

HERE'S A PRETTY GOOD LETTER. 

Hartland, N. B., 

Oct. 31, 1893. 

(Gentlemen : 
Groder’s Syrup still lead. I sold 

two half dozen lots on Friday last 
and one half dozen lot yesterday--- 
yesterday I sold ten bottles, six at one 
sale, and two at one, and two sales 
of one each. I have heard good re- 
ports from former sales, and I have 
faith in it myself as a cure for Dys- 
pepsia, if taken as directed. 

Yours Respectfully, 
WM. E. THISTLE, JZ 

Druggist. 
Cure Co,. Ltd. 

Come in and look over our splendid stock and you 
will “know where to buy something.” and buy it 

right. 
The store is filled with new styles and elegant qual- 

ities. Sterling merit goes with these goods, newest 
cloth, good linings, strong seams, cut with shape, 
fitted to the figure, comfort, good looks and wear in 
every one of them. This is our stock. 
You can't help but like it. 

Our prices are low—very low, remember that. 
Quality can’t be sold cheaper than our prices any- 

where, 
0000006 

City Market 51 . 

Clothing - Charlotte T YOUNGCLAUS 

Hall, Street. . ‘ 

LEGS! 

THE ONLY CUSTOM-MADE $3.00 PANT IN CANADA IS 

GOVER 
THE PIIL.G ERIM. 

Full line ot samples, with directions to measure 
mailed upon receipt of 6 cents. If you want a pair of 
these Pants, and cannot wait for samples, sond us your 
WAIST, HIP and INSIDE LEG measures, together with 
£3, and 30 cts. to pay expressage, and we will take all risk 
of pleasing you. Fit and workmanship guaranteed first- 
class or money refunded, 

PILGRIM PANT CO. 
38 Mill St, St. John, N. B., or P.O. Box 250. 

YOUR 
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| TOMORROW IS SUNDAY, 
| @— And if your home is chilly come | 

| to our store on Monday and see our heat- 
J ing stoves. New Silver Moon, Vendome, 

[x] Peri. Horicon, Tropic, Faultless, are only 
| a few of the heating stoves we have, 

Come and see us. go | 
| t COLES & SHARP, 90 Charlotte Street, | 

rront ac east] ORONTO 
B. B. BLIZARD, St. John, N. B., Sole Agent for the Maritime Provinces 

ENCRAVINC. 

‘‘ PROGRESS” ENGRAVIKG BUREAU, 
ST. JOHN, N. B. 

vRGuisch Piano The World's Most Eminent Musicians and Pronounced 
* by Them oo 

‘Ter MOST PERFECT PIANO MADER.’ 
©: FOOD & SONS; st. Jomo, v. 5, 

Agents for the Maritime Provinces, 

—
 


