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GIFTS OF THE FAIRIES. 
BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO LOOK ON 

THE BRIGHT SIDE. 

The Fairy Godmothers Content and
 Cheer- 

fulness ave Better Than Any of Those 

We Read About In the Fairy Tales—A 

Charming Girl That “Astra” Knows. 

In the good old days, when fairies roamed 

the earth and obligingly stood up at chris- 

tenings as self-appointed godmothers to 

certain favored infants, it was their custom 

to hang some special gift on the cradle of 

their young charge. Sometimes they con- 

ferred great beauty on the child, sometimes 

riches, luck, or it might be courage, the 

gift of winning love. or of seeing clearly 

through all falsehood. Whatever the boon 

might be, it was sure to oe of great use to 

its possessor throughout life, and give him 

constant cause to shower blessings on his 

revered godmamma as long as he lived. She 

had a kindly way of watching over him too, 

and appearing suddenly before him with 

ffers of help and counsel in any great 

_risis of his life when he was particularly 

in want of assistance. And she was alto- 

gether quite the most delightful character 

in fiction, so charmingly original and so 

thoroughly untrue to nature, because, un- 

like real guardians and friends, she was 

always sure to pop up before her charges 

just when they needed a friend, and so far 

as history has informed us on the su! ject, 

she never wasted her time in upbraiding 

them for getting into the scrape, as real 

ople do, but saved all ber energy for 

getting them out of it as soon as possible. 

There are no fairy godmothers to look 

after us now, alack! But yet the won- 

derful gifts are not absent from our cradles, 

though they take a different form, and no 

longer come to us from fairy hands. We 

accept them as our natural characteristics 

now, that isall, a: d if we are wise we make 

the most of them and give the credit where 

it is due, toa wise providence. 

Of all the blessings ever granted to poor 

humanity, I think a cheerful disposition, 

and the habit ot looking on the bright, in- 

stead of the dark, side of lite is the most to 

be desired! It is not a common gift, and 

those who possess it scarcely realize its 

value. It is the unfortunates who are al- 

ways stirring away at lite’s cup, in order 

to find the dregs, and see what they are 

going to taste like, who appreciate a sun- 

shiny nature in others, and regard it with 

a hopeless envy, just as we regard great 

beauty, or great genius, or anything else 

unattainable. 

Did you ever see a child who had a 

nauseous araught of medicine to take, and 

who insisted on being allowed to taste it 

first, and see how bad it was! Well, some 

poople in this world are just like the child ; 

they must anticipate the evil, and therefore 

go through it twice, once in imagination 

and once in reality. 

“What a glorious day it is,” says the 

cheerful man, ** The sky is like an arch of 
torqueise, and the air like wine !” 

“Yes, so it is, just now,” responls the 

other man, who is always on the lookout 

for something disagreeable. *‘But just 

look over in the east and see if that low 

bank of clouds dces not predict a storm in- 

side of twelve hours. 

always weather breeders.” 

“Mrs. Blank is a most charming woman,” 

says Mrs. Optimist. +I really den't know 

when 1 have met amyone 1 toek such a 

fancy to!” 
“So she seems at fist sight,” responds 

Mrs. Pessimist, ‘but 1 cannot get over a 

feeling that somehow she is too swect to be 

wholesome.” 

I believe there ara pesple in this world 

who are good-hearted in their own way, 

and well meaning enewgh, b#t who are 

constitutionally unable to see the best side 

of anything, they must look for the thorns 

| before smelling the rose, or admiring its 

beauty, and they honestly find it impossible 

to see the good qualities of those arcund 
them, because to their distorted vision the 

faults stand out so plainly that the virtues 
are utterly obscured, or €lse they are ab- 
sorbed in looking for the fact, that they 
deliberately overlook the good. There is 
an awful amount of evil in haman nature I 

mow ; so much that the bewt of us cannos 
_&lp but see it, and feel discouraged, but 
still I often think what mines of health we 
mright discover 1f we omly tock so much 
trouble to find out the best, as we so to 
unearth the worst, m our jelemds. We are 
nome of us perfect, and I really think the 
thought of what our friends might say of us, 

if they were so minded, should have the 

effect of keeping the mest ocomceited of us 

humble. We criticise them to our hearts’ 
content, and often do them cruel injustice, 
quite undisturbed by any consideration of 
the glorious time they might have at our 
expense, if they chose. And I am afraid 
the reason is that we have omeh tremen- 
dously good opinions of ourselves, that we 

don't believe these amylgmg to criticise 
abeut us. 

I believe with all my beset that there is 
no surer way to lose a beastie than to expect 
defeat, and to’be always welbdgatmg the 
worst goes a long way towards bringing it 

to pss. It it be true, as some wise men 

believe, that our lives are largely what we
 

make them, what a terrible amount o! suf - 

fering we often bring upon ourselves by 

our foolish determination to look apon the 

dark side of life; and worse than that, 

what a burden we are to our friends, and 

how much needless gloom we often bring 

into their lives by our selfishness ! | 

So much for those who expect the worst, | 

and richly deserve to get it, | think ; uniess 

bitter experience has ground all the hope 

and the cheer out of their lives in its crue) 

mill, and taught them to anticipate in the 

future only what they have known in the 

past, for these I have only the deepest 

sympathy. It is with the cheerful ones we 

have to deal now, and the mere thought of 

them is like a gleam of sunshine, or the 

summer breecze which has passed over a 

bed of mignonette. 

I know a girl who is blessed with the 

happiest nature I ever encountered, or im- 

agined possible, and who serves as the best 

illustration of the good «ffect of cheerful 

ness that could be tound. I believe if she 

were going to be hanged for some crime 

she never committed she would manage 

to find an excuse for those who condemned 

her, and take consolation from the fact that 

her early death might spare her from a 

good deal of future suffering, and therefore 

was quite a blessing in disguise. I have 

yet to meet the person who was so utterly 

disagreeable that she could not find some- 

thing to commend in him, and I cannot 

imagine any circumstances under which 

she would not make the best of things, 

and take what was sent just as it 

corfilence that it was right, or else it 

could not be. With her the weather is 
always just as it should be, and even if it 

happens to spoil her plan she does not com- 

plain because the whole universe cannot be 

put out of gear, to suither. I know of no | 
one for whom it is such a pleasure to do- 

any little service, because ber appreciation 

of it is so genuine. Just to be with her is 

to give one a better and purer view of life, 

and of human nature, and I think 1t is part- 

ly because she only looks for good in peo- 

ple that she finds so much; those who 

know her well unconsciously try to live up 

to her estimate of them, and be what she 

thinks them. 

Of course she has numbers of friends and 

is welcome as spring flowers wherever she 

goes, since her happy disposition not only | 

makes her the pleasantest of companions, 

but is so contagious that it spreads an 

atmosphere ot serinity around her, and 

brightens up the gloomiest natures, like a 
sudded burst of sunshine making its way 

into a darkened roem. I wish there were 

more like her in the world, but alas !—**If 

wishes were horses, beggars would ride,” 

and_I think one of the first to set up a 

coach-and-four would be & modest ‘liter- 

ary woman’,’ as Mr. Wegg would say, 

called ASTRA. 

INDEFENCE OF REPORTERS. 

A Telling Article Clearly Defining Their 

Position. 

The following editorial in answer to an 

attack on reporters is from a late issue of 
the Toronto Telegram : 

These fine days are ! I “These reporters made themselves =o obnoxious 

| by their impertinent intrusioLs upon the privacy of 

{ the sorrowing family that they had te be cxpelled 

| from the hou<e. In such occurre: ces the presence 

of a good heavy, thick-soled boot on the foot of a 

| healthy athlete should be in attendance and made 

to vigosously perform & necessary duty.” 

| 
| An extract like the above from the Can- 

adian Manufacturer is inaccurate in fact 

and unjust in spirit. 
A journal that extended every considera- 

tion to the sorrowing family in question 
need not declare its lack of sympathy with. 

the treatment which some papers dealt out 
to the Westwoods. Reporters were ex- 
pelled from the house under circumstances 
not discreditable to them. While the cor- 
oner and the jury were viewing the body 
that part of the house which shey occupied 
was in law a public court room, and tbe 
own-r of the residence had not the shadow 
of a right to exclude or admit amybody. 
The coroner was master of the reom where 
he and bis jury were, and the reporters 
who retired rather than make a scene were 
in no sense intruders. 
The Canadian Manufacturer ought to 

know enough to keep from raving non- 
sense about reporters. Reporters are mere- 
ly the servants of forces greater than 
themselves. They have to act in harmony 
with the spirit of the paper that employs 
them. It is a matter of duty and bread 
and butter with the reporter. Personally 
be is not interested in the funeral of this 
man, the wedding of that woman, or the 
murder of that other boy. What people 
insist in regarding the mmpertinence of a 
personal curiosity in adherence to a duty 
which he must discharge. People whom 
the reporter has to run up against might 
remember that the duty is as disagreeable 
te him as it is to them. If more people 
recognized this and acted towards report- 
ers with common sense and decency they 
would bave tewer grievances against a class 
that bas grievances enough against individ- 
uals they are driven into contact with in 
the service of public curiosity. 

No Need for Formality. 

“Why is a great strong man like you 
round begging?” ‘‘Ah, madam; it is the 
enly profession in which & gentleman can 

"hardly know itself—that is, the self-con- 

came without a murmur, in the fullest | 

A GAY MILITARY CITY. 
ITS OFFICERS AND 118 

SOLDIERS. 

HALIFAX, 

The Different Regiments and Their Com- 

manders Discussed —Lists of the Officers— 

The Connection of the Various Companies 

With “society.” 

Havrirax, Nov. 2/.— Socially speaking, 

Halifax without its military element would 

stituted upper society circles would be 

partially obliterated. The standard for 

the aspiration of ‘‘climbers” and others 

would be gone if the military were taken 

away. Whether there is any real benefit 

to a city in having such a social set as 1s 

constituted by the garrison ofli ers may be 

a question, but Ialifax certainly reaps 

commercial advantages from the large 

amount exp>nded in the maintenance of a 

British forc: here. The imperil soldiers 

in this garrison number 1400 men. There 

are eight companies of 100 men in the 8th 

FURg > FURS. FURg, 
FUR CAPES IN ALL THE POPULAR LENCTHS, 

WITH FULL SWEEP AND UMBRELLA BACKS. 

Astrachan, Persian Lamb, Crey Lamb, Alaska Sea! Jackets, 
In all 8 yles which bear the st vn) of Fashion’s approval. All New Goo ls. No old gools, The latest. The best, 

MUFFS, COLLARS, RUFFS AND GLOVES. 
FUR LINED CAPES IN ST( 

Special values in 

Astrachan and Caracul Capes, 
In 20, 24 and 25 inch Lengths. 

HITE er tson SCULGTn sin // 

JCK AND MADE TO ORDER. 

I 

FUR LININGS. 

Astrachan 

FUR TRIMMINGS. 

Special values in 

and Caracul Sacques, 
32, 36 and 40 inh Ltngths. 

King's Liverpool regiment. The two com- 

panies of royal artillery have each 100 mn, 

Col. T. J. EGAN, 63rd Rifles 

and the royal engineers are represented by 
two companies, each also with 100 men, 

one of sub-marine miners and the other of 
fortress engineers. The army medical 
staff corps; ordnance store corps; army 

pay department, with general's staff, bring 

the total number of imperial troops here 

close up to 1400 men. 
In a town where the regular officers hold 

such a commanding postion, and where 

the rank and file have so good models to 
copy, one would naturally expect to find 
an ambitious, enthusiastic and effective 

volunteer force,—a condition which indeed 
prevails. There are in Halifax three bat- 
talions of Canadian militia, aggregating 

1,000 ¢officers and men.” ‘lhe senior 

force is the 63rd Halifax Rifles, a battalion 
which comes down from pre-confederation 

times, and including six [companies of 42 
officers and men, has a regimental strength 

of 250. 
The G6th Princess Louise Fusiliers, or- 

ganizad in 1869, with its eight companies 
and 668 men, is the purely infantry regi- 

ment of the militia. | 
The’, Halifax garriscn artillery has four | 

companies of 100 men each. 
This makes a militia force of 1318 men. | 

The desire of our young men to become 
citizen soldiers is commendable. The train- 
ing they receive is beneficial to themselves 

and may be of value to the country, even 
though the sole motive of many of the ofh- 

cers is to attempt to secure for themselves 

a common social standing ground with 
their brethren ot the garrison, for undoubt- 

edly, werelit not for that desire, many a 
youug swell in Halifax would never don the 

The three militia bat- queen's umform. 
talions in Halilax have very distinctive 
characteristics, affording ample oppor- 

tunities to officer or man to select the corps 

which best suits his tastes. 

Col. W, M. HUMPHREY, 66th P. L. F. 

The 63rd Rifles, the regiment through, 

presents little social difference. From Col- 

enel Egan down to the latest recruit officer | t 

and man, except when on parade, theyare 
more or less alike as regards financial, busi- 

ness and social standing. The rank and file 
are recruited from our very best families, 
if not in the fashionably secial sense cer- 

tainly in the sense of merit. The 250 men 

in the 63rd are either intelligent business address a beautiful lady without the form- 
ality of an introduction.” men, mechanics or well-to-do clerks. That 

file and of the cflicers. 

people's battalion”, with no social distinc. 

tions except such as discipline demands 

3 

and file and the oflicers. 

The ofli ters belong to | 

a rule amything like the same ever-present 
sense of social difference, imaginary as it 

is, that prevails in the society battalion of 

fusiliers. 
fluential society man in the militia force, 

but seme of the officers who serve him care 
not a fig for society, ane they have not the 
slightest desire to be considered in the so- 

called ‘‘upper” set. 
officers in the II. G. A. are men who be- 
long to neither of the clubs, whose names 
are never mentioned by the society writers, 

and who doubtless are very well pleased 
at the immunity thus granted them. An 
offi;er in the II. G. A, is made to feel 
comfortable be he ‘‘society man” or not. 

the 63rd Rifles, in business is a gun-maker 

dealer. 

any other commanding oflicer in the forcs. 

There is an unfertunate feeling of opposi- 

the story. 
that he can retire retaining rank he should 

The 63rd 1s ‘the 

between cffiters and men while on parade. 

The 66:h P. L.. F. 
There is a great gulf fixed between the rank 

is entirely different. 

The **social line” 

13 distinctly drawn. 
a very different class of citizens from the 

non coms. and men. No effort is needed 

to keep up that distinction, for it seems 

natural, and the" difference 

marked when the regiment is off parade as 

when the uniform is worn. Civil service 

cfficials, bank clerks, business and profes- 
sional men make up the staff of oflizers 

almost exclusively, whilst, though there 

are exceptions, the non coms. are mecha- 
nics or ex- British soldiers, and the rank 
and file is composed of men who have had 
no business or mechamecal training. Good, 
sturdy honest men they are, but with not the 

slightest pretension to ‘‘social standing” 
in the community. The officers, on the 

other hand, are nothing if not ‘*‘society 
men,” but that does not spoil all of them. 

Many of the 65th offi :ers ara thoroughly 
good fellows. A few of them, however, 

this ‘‘society mania" injares, and under the 

red coat and helmet they show signs of 
fully developed ‘‘swelled head.” Captain 
King's; company, known as ‘‘the dude's 
comp>hy,” is an exception n the social re- 

lationship of cfli:ers and men. 
The Ilalifax garrison artillery furnishes 

the third choice tor the seeker after the 
militiaman’s glory. Socially the IH. G. A. 

is a kind of composite battalion. Th men 

are drawn largely from the mechanics of 
the city—intelligent, prosperous artizins, 

amply prepared to earn their own living no 

Col. AE. CURREN, H. G. A. 
matter what happens. They make no 
boast of their intelligence or worth, but 

they are the ‘bone and sinew” of the city’s 

industry. While there is not the same 
comradeship between officers and men that 
prevails in the 63rd Rifles, there is not as 

Colonel Curren is the most in- 

Some of the best 

A glance at the officers of each battaken 
n detail is interesting. Colonel Egan, of 

He has far more c¢nemies than 

remains as | 

is an accurate description of the rank and | go. No other regiment than the (3ad 

could stand such a conflict among the offi- 
cers. Tae 63rd stands it and prospers. 

| The majorsare.J. Noble Crane, bookkeeper, 
and A. A. Cunningham, buyer for Lawson 

& Harrington. 

The captains are H Il:ckler, a veteran 

i of the Franco-Prussian war and a tobacco 

| 

dealer; T. C. James, civil service official ; 

EX) 
| 

| Batler, merchant and capitalist; S J. R. 

I'wining, insurance agent; W. J. 

paper merchant. The lieutenants are: LL 
| Dixon, clerk; E. J. Ezan, gun-maker; Hd. 

merchant ; W. Taylor, confilential book- 

keeper; J. W. Vidito, clerk. The second 
lieutenants are. S. Y. Wilson, fish dealer; 

clerk ; W. J. Forbes, of Forbes Mig. Co. ; 
[.. M. B. Bullock, 

deW. Macdonald is the 

insurance clerk. C 

adjutant, and 

the new drill, he defies them to prove it. 
He is Colonel Egan's mainstay. The 

quarter-master is Major Bishop, a stone 

cutter and a magnificent rifle shot. Capt. 
Corbin, of Badford, is the paymaster. D. 
A. Campbell, M. D., is surgeon and A. W. 

Cogswell, M. D,, assistant. 

is the superintendent of DBradstreet’s in 
this city. 
ular colonel in [lalifax and 8 commanding 

officer. He kezps the battalion together 
better than could any other man nn the re- 

| giment. The utmost harmony prevails. 

He is a strict disciplinarian, and when he 

| gives an order has it carried out implicity. 

' le knows his drill and never gives an 

| order which is not correct. Oatside his 

| business there is nothing in which he isso 

That is his hobby. | | interested ws the (6th. 

| would please some of them better if he 
gave them more to do. Personally he is 

| popular with his officers, and the men like 

| kim. He is hospitable and entertains well 
| at his down house, whilst no man could 

take more pleasure than Colonel Humphrey 

| in making friends, of the battlalion feel at 

home in the regimental mess hut at Bad- 
ford. 

| fellow cflicars call him, 1s the next in suc- 

cession, but if he should be called upon, 

| good and eflicient as he is, Weston would 

| find it bard to fill Colonel Humphrey's 

*“ Barney” is suive, likad by his 

his drill, and 

| shoes. 
fellow officers, and knows 

does a little more than he is compelled by 
duty to do. Major Menger, A. D.C, is 
a dapper little fellow, one of the best- 

known society men of the regiment. Major 
Kenny, the adjutant, is a most capable 
officer, who knows his drill perfectly. For 

some time he had the distinction of being 

the only Roman catholic orficer in the 
battalion. 

Captain Brown, of the post office, and 

Captain Chipman, agent of the Canada 
Atlantic steamship line, have charge of 

the veteran companies, largely composed 

of Dritish soldiers well decorated with 
medals. Captain J. D. Ritchie, a gentle- 

man-at-large, well known in St. John, has 

one of the smallest companies. Captain 
King is traveller for James Fraser. He 

commands the ‘*dude’s company.” and by 
bis severity makes his men afraid of him, 

but they also respect him. This company 
is the great recruiting ground for officers 

for the battalion. Captain Whitman is a 
lawyer, Captain C. C. Hale an insurance 

clerk ; Captain T. E. Davison is in the post 
office, and Captain Lithgow is in the Do- 
minion Savings bank. Captain Nagle, a 

son of the late tewn mayor Nagle, has 

just been promoted from a lieutenancy. 

ion to him among the officers. With but 

ome or two exceptions the officers of tle 

63rd have done, are doing and will do, 

their very best to drive Egan out of the | 

regiment. 
grounds, ProGress readers, having pre- 
viously been made partially familiar with 

He is objected to on various 

| 
| | Sircom, post office official ; C. W. Gunning, | 

S. Jacques, physician; GG. D)wnay, shoe | 

W. LE. Thomp: 01, lawyer; W.C H. Moorr, | 

theugh his enemies say he does not know | 

Colonel W. M. Hamphrey, of the 66th, | 

Col. Humphrey is the most pop- | 

| He leaves nothing to his subordinate | 

| eflicers that he can do himself, and possibly | 

Major B. A. Weston, ** Barney,” as his | 

SHE WILL 

NEVER MARRY YOU 

If you continue calling on 
her in that same suit. 

Can’t afford a new one. 

Don’t doubt you. 

Have Ungar dyei and you 
will both think it’s a new one. 

| All kinds of DYEING and 
CLEANING done well it | 

| done at UNGAR'S. 

| 

| 
| 

| UNGAR'S LAUNDRY aud DYE WORKS. 

WE PAY EXPRESSAGE ONE WAY. 

FORTIFY 
YOUR SYSTEM 

EE Ce 

egainst 

FNEUMONIA 
“LA GRIPPE 

by using 

ROYAL 
EMULSION 

For ( hest, Lung and Bronchial 
I'roubles it bas never been 
equalled. 

A WELL-KNOWN CANADIAN PHYS- 
IGIAN STATES: 

. I cheerfully recommend the Royal 
Emulsion ; I have suffered from a yearly 
attack of Bronchitis but this year, for the 
first time, I have escaped and | ittribute it 

| to the use of ROYAL EMULISON. 
Sold by all Druggists, . 50¢. and £1 00. 

q]lan l) oom CITEMIST, 
Wallace dWall, Montreal, ! 

| bookkeeper: J. Bauld, clerk: Mr. Ritchie, 
student : Mr, Sawyer, student : Mr. Ste- 

| wart, student: Mr. Farrant. 

of the 

The majority 
| are students with a 

view to admission into the imperial army. 
R. Humphrey, brother ofthe colone!, is 

paymaster, and W. II. Stevens, Dartmouth, 
1¢ quarter-master. 
dhe II G. A. is commanded by Colonel 

A. E. Curren of the milling firm of Cun- 
ningham & Curren. le was formerly ad- 
Jutant of the 66th P. L.. F. and had be re- 
mained ke would now have been senior 
major. When he accepted the invitation 
ot the officers of the H. G A. he took a 
step which gave him a good rise, and was at 
the same time a fine thing for the artillery. 
He has brought the battalion up to a first- 
rate state of efficiency. [He is a big society 
man and he is also big physically, stand- 
ing about 6 feet 4. His officers like him 
and say he is the best commanding officer 
in the militia ot Halifax. 
The majors are: W. A. Garrison, of the 

customs ; James Maxwell, merchant tailor : F. H. Oxley, of Bauld and Gibson; A. G. 
Hesslein, proprietor of the Halitax hotel ; 
W. J. Stewart (adjutant), of M. S, Brown 
and Co. 
The captains—F. W. Parker, post office : 

Harry Flowers, with Owialbatiol and a 
ren; Guy Hart, bookkeeper ; J. S. Dimock 
carriage builder; C. S. Reynolds, grocer- 
ies and ships’ stores; E. DD. Adams (pay- 
master), commission merchant, and if J. 
A Sy; ge? customs. 

aeutenants—F. E. Halls, bank clerk: 
H. M. Wylde, of Acadia Powder Co. of ¥ 
E.G. Boulton, of Gordon and Keith; J. 
A. C. Mowbray, clerk; R. W. Crowe, 

subalterns 

Surgeon major Currie is a good look- 
ing and popular physician, as also is ®ur- 
geon Kirkpatrick. 

Rev. Canon Partridge, D. D., and Rev. 

Canon Carmody are the honorary chaplains. 
The lieutenants are : GuyMatt, student ; 

H. Stairs, lawyer. J. G. Harrington, clerk : 

F¥. D. Henderson, bank clerk: G. P. Lea, His officers argue that now 

lawyer; J. H. Marshall, book-keeper; B. 
Courtney, insurance clerk; John Parker 
jr.. insurance clerk. : 

Dr. T. R Almon is the veteran surgeon. 
Buch is the militia force of Halifax. To- 

- gether with the we iv: troops they number 
2,728 officers and men. Some day they 
way again be called upon to repeat the 
good service rendered at the time of the 

student. W. Doull, student: H. Johnsten, 
northwest rebellion by the Hali 
visional battalion. y She 


