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- Sunday Reading-

PILATE'S FATAL PLATE.

The Original Death Sentence Of Christ Stillin
Existence,

It will probably be a surprise to the
majority of people to learn that the orignal
death sentence passed upon Jesus Christ is
still in existence in the form of an engraved
plate dating from the very day the sentence
was pronounced by Pontius Pilate, and
which has been retained through all these
years as one of the most precious of all
relics of the Saviour.

The sentence is engraved on a plate of
brass in the Hebrew language, and onits
side are the following words:

¢A similar plate has been sentto each

tribe.”
This particular plate was discovered in

the year 1280 in the city of Aquilla, in the
Kingdom of Naples. by a scientific com-
mission that had been appointed to search
that ancient city for the antiquities known
to have been kept there. Kvidence re-
mained that tiis city had been the repository

of many old Roman records and other.
documents and mementoes associated with
the early Roman Empire, and for this rea-
son it was especially made the object of the
commission’s inquiry.

The plate bore every evidence of genuine-
ness, and accompanying it were reliable
documents, and among the records were
references which placed the authenticity of
the engraving beyond question. The plate
is now kept in the chapel of Caserta, alittle
town some twenty milesnorth of Naples,
where it is contained in a box ot ebony and
shown to ‘curiosity loving travelers, and
many voyagers en route for Naples diver%e
from their beaten track to visit this little
chapel and look upon the everlasting me-
morial of the most remarkable judicial sen-
tence ever pronounced in the history of the
world. Translations in English, French
and German hang upon the wall near the
original, and it is thus readily understood,
while the study of the engraved lines and
the appearance of the simple brass appeal
to the imagination of even the most indif-
ferent, and bring to the mind’s eye the pic-
ture of that memorial scene 1,800 years
ago. Aside from the sacred associations
that are called forth in every Christian
mind at sight of this relic, there is also the
historical 1aterest aroused by looking upon
an existing object that was contemporaneous
with and called forth by an incident that
will be the most prominent in history so
long as the world exists.

’Ighe plate reads as foliows:

Sentence pronounced by Pontius Pilate, intendant
of the province of Lower talilee, that Jesus of
Nazareth shall suffer death by the cross.

In the seventeentn year of the Emperor Tiberius,
and on the 26th day of the month of March, in the
Holy City of Jerusalem, during the pontificate of
Annas and Caiaphas.

Pontius Pilste, intendant of the province of Lower
Galillee, sitting in judgment in the presidential seat
of the praetor, sentences Jesus of Nazareth to death
on a cross, between two robbers, as numerous and
notorious testimonies of the people prove:

1. Jesus is a misleader.

2. He has excited the people to sedition.

3. He is an enemyv to the laws.

4. He calls himself the Son of God.

5. He calls himself falsely the King of Isreal.

6. He went into the Temple tollowed by a multi
tude of people carrying palms in their hands.

+ Orders the first centurion, Quirilius;Cornelius, to
bring him to the place of execution.

Forbids all persons, rich or poot, to prevent the
execution of Jesus.

This constitutes the body, and,of course,
the interesting portion of the plate, but in
addition the names of three men are per-
petuated and given a value that their
owners probably never anticipated would
cling to them by being attached as witnesses
of the promulgation of this sentence.

The names of the witnesses and the order
in which they come are:

1. Daniel Robani, Pharisee.
2. John Sorobabel.
3. Raphael Robani.

It is believed that twelve of these plates
were engraved and sent to the various
tribes throughout Judea and over into the
Roman provinces of Europe. Theremain-
ing eleven are probably buried in widely
separated points where they never will be
brought to the knowledge of mankind, or
have long since been destroyed.

The engraving on the plate is well done ;
the Hebrew characters are cut deep and
with perfect accurancy.

Ring Money of the Bible,

The ancient Lgyptians are represented
in contemporary paintings as weighing
rings of metal, gold and white gold (i. e.,
silver) and keeping them by vessels con-
taining piles of such weighted rings, each
having, in all probability, its own distinc-
tive value.

The money used by the children, of Israel
when' mey went to purchase cornin Egypt
may have been ot ihis ring shape, resem-
bling the bronzed rings for the ankles still
occasionally tound in the bogs of Ireland
and those used by civihzed tribes in the
South Seas. The Israelite money is
spoken of as bundles of money (Gen. 42:
35), and a similar phrase occurs in the
book of Deuterogomy (Deut. 14: 24-26),
where the payment of tithes is permitted in
money instead of kind, when distance pre-
vents the journeying of flocks. The passage
states, ‘‘then shalt thou turn it into mon.y,
and bind up the money in thine hand;”

i this implies the use of ring money, or
at all events of money in pieces that could
be tied or fastened together.

This use of ring money, and its kindred
one of ornament for the person, represen-
ing material and available cash, isspread
through many Oriental nations, and in
places still holds its own.

Nubia is one ot the countries in which
ornamental ring money is still used, and in
the cabinets of the Numismatic Society
may be seen some interesting specimens of
Nubian ring money presented to the Society
by the late Joseph Bonomi.

Amongst nomadic tribes especially, im-

ortance has always been attached to the
visibility and portability of wealth, and
ornaments for tie use of their women, offer-
ed a convenient form for the gratification of
this idea. From the ornament being at-
tached to the woman, it acquired a sort o’
taboo character, and interference with it
was considered as an insult to the owner of
the female slave. There was the conj
venience also for making that grand dis’

lay of material property so dear to the

riental mind, and the further advantage

of an easy removal and negotiation in case
of an urgent need.

Egyptian gold rings are to be seen in
the University Museum at Leyden, and the
same character of ornamental currency may
be noted even in European countries.

THE CHRISTIAN NATION.

A Talk on the Christian Endeavor Tople
for the Week Beginning July 1,

The question appointed for discussion
is, ““What has Christianity done for onr
country?” Perbaps,the most honest answer
would be that it bhas done all that we
would allow it to do. It has done so much
that itis a marvel thatit has not done
more. It is capable of effecting transfor-
mations so blessed and so beneficent, of
working such changes in business, in soci-
ety and in government, that did we let it
exert its power, heaven might be begun
here below. The problems that perplex us,
the social aromalies that gall us and the

anxieties that make our lives a burden,
would disappear if Christianity were the
rule of private, social and publiclife. We
already owe to it the refining, civilizing,
moral influences which have raised the
nation to its present high plane. Our hos-
pitals, our charities and our various insti-
tutions for the alleviation of suffering and
the relief of poverty, had their origin in
the love that Jesus manifested and kindled
in the hearts of his people. The Sunday
rest, the sanctity of home and family ties,
the merciful treatment of unfortunates and
wrongdoers are all fruits of Christianity’s
influence. They do not exist where Chris-
tianity in some form does not operate on
the public conscience. S> far have we
progressed from the old system of autocra-
tic rule and disregard ot the weltare of the
people. The last century has seen the
advances, because Christ and his principles
have been better understood than ever be-
fore. By no previous generation since his
earthly lite closed have he and his mission
been so clearly seen and appreciated as by
this. And the light 1s growing. We see
now the meaning and value of much that
he said, which our fathers did not see, and
as we see more, society will approximate
more and more nearly to his ideal. Yet
Christ had nothing to say about govern-
ment or social institutions. He repudiated
all authority on the matter and even re-
fused to interfere in a case of disputed in-
heritance. His reliance for the reform of
society was on the reform of the individual,
The broad principles of the fatherhood ot
God and the brotherhood of man which he
labored to instil in the hearts of his tollow-
ers, and sufficient for the regeneration of
our social relations. It is these principles
on which is built all of good there is in our
land and to the growing influence of these
prirciples we look for the brightness of the
tuture. It is these principles that the mis-
sionary carries to heathen lands and he sees
that there they produce the same fruit of
love and kindness and helpfulness. So
shall the seed be sown broadcast and bear
its fruit in every land until all the nations
become the kingdom of Christ.

Messages ofjHelp for the Week,

“Seek ye the Lord while he may be
found, call ye upon him while he is near:
let the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts : and let him
retura unto the Lord, and he will have
mercy upon him ; and to our God, for he
will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts
are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, saith the Lord.” Isaiah
65; 6, 8.

““When it is evening, ye say, it will be
tair weather : for the sky is red. Andin
the morning, it will be foul weather today :
tor the sky isred;..ye can discern the face
of the sky ; but can ye not discern the sign
of the times ?” Matthew 16; 2, 3.

““And Jesus. ...said, verily I say unto
you, except ye be converted, and become
as little children, ye shall not enter into the
kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 18; 2, 3.

“Where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am I in the

midst of them.” Matthew 18; 20.

“Now, why tarriest thou? Arise and
be baptised, and wash away thy sins, call-
ing on the name of the Lord.” Acts 22;
16.

*Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
hath it entered into the heart of man, the
things that God hath prepared for him.”
1 Cor 23 9.

“Now we see through a glass darkly;
but then face to face ; now I know in part;
but then I sh+ll know even as I am known.
And now abidith taith, hope, charity,
these three; but the greatest of these is
charity.” 1 Cor. 13; 12, 13.

God’s Law and Amusement,

There is no more difficult bit of philan-
thropy than providing amusements, largely
because it is so hard to decide which are
useful and which are harmtul. And yet as
to the necessity of them, what could speak
louder to bible-tollowing people than God’s
laws for Israel! Three times a year, all
the men—all over twelve years old—were
commanded to go to Jerusalem to the
Feasts. T'nis secured them three long
holidays a year ; one, at least a week leng.
And these holidays, while hallowed by
religion, defended, too, from evil by daily
religious observances, were by no neans
ordered to be spent in this way. Was not
that a stupendous provision ot amusement?
Think, too, what a delighttul time was
possible where each one was sure to meet
many of his friends without difliculty or
rrearrangement. The women, who seem
eft out, not being required to go to the
Feasts, nevertheless naturally would, and
frequently did go; and to be forced to it
would have been in their case a cruelty.
Must we not, in all reason, learn from this
a lesson to take the tronble to provide
amusement for those around us? Not for
our home folks only, but for our poor
neighbors also? Perhaps you and I can|
do it for our own little vineyard in some
way if wetry Itis amazing often what
easy, nexpensive frolics please people—if
you consult their judgment, not yours
alone.—Margaret Meredith.
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Told Him the Good News and Advised Him to
Use Paine’s Celery Compound.

THE MEDICINE
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It hasjoften been asserted that, it men
and women would use Paine’s Celery
Compound when the first indications of
trouble and disease are felt, there would
be fewer sick people, and less money ex-
pended for remedies. There 1s no
medicin * in the world as far-reaching in its
work and effects as Paine's Celery Com-
pound. It should be in every home where
there is sickness, as it is suited for every
age and class of huwanity.

We would now draw the attention of
every man and woman to the fact that, if
they have failed with other medicines,
Paine’s Celery Compound will give them
what they desire—health and strength. As
a proof of this statement we direct atten-

tion to the testimony of Mr. A. L.
Wood, of Great Village, N. S.; he
says :

“I have much pleasure in adding my
letter of testimony to the already large
number you have received.

In 1892 I took a severe pain in my back.
to which I gave but little attention. It
extended to the back of my neck, and be-
came very bad. It then seemed to settle
on a nerve under the shoulder blade. I
used many remedies but got worse instead
of better. I consulted my doctor; he said

THAT GCURES.

WOOD.
it.

| I had neuralgia, and treated me for , _
The treatment proved useless, and I co,_
sulted two other doctors with no better r
sults.

i could not turn over in bed, wash my
face, or dress myself, I was so helpless.
After a time, getting a little easier, I went
to my father-in-law’s to spend Christmas ;
while there my attention was called to a
paper on the merits of Paine’s Celery
Compound, and I read of a party who had
been cured, whose case was similar to
mine.

I sent for a bottle of Paine’s Celery
Compound, and after taking it, I found
that I could rest easily, and turn in bed
without difficulty. The virtues of one
bottle of the compound seemed to drive all
trouble away. 1 might also state that I
' had a brother in California who, owing to
| sickness, was unable to work for three
' months. He had been to mineral springs
| without receiving any good results. I
immediately wrote to him and advised him
to give your medicine a trial. After using
one bottle he was cured and able to
resume work.

I make these statements voluntarily and
for the benefit of those who suffer, and
would strongly recommed Paine’s Celery
Compound to all.
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He Leadeth Me,

In pastures green? Not always; sometimes He
Who knoweth best, in kindness leadeth me
In weary ways, where heavy shadows be—

Out of the sunshine warm and soft and bright.
Out of the sunshine into darkest night,
I oft would faint with sorrow and with fright

Only for this—I know He holds my hand :
So, whether in the green or desexrt land,
I trust, although I may not understand.

And by still waters? No, not always so;
Ofttimes the heavy tempests round me blow.
And o’er my soul the waves and billows go.

But when the storms beat loudest, and I cry
Aloud for help, the Master standeth by,
And whispers to my soul, “Lc, it is I.”

Above the tempest wild I hear him say :
““Beyond this darkness lies the perfect day,
In every path of thine I lead the way.”

So, whether on the hll-top high and fair
I dwell, or in the sunless valleys where
The shadows lie—what matter? He is there!

And more than this : where’er the pathway lead,
Ie gives to me no helpless, broken reed :
But His own hand, sufficient for my need.

So when e leads me I can safely go;
And in the blest hereafter I shall know.
Why in Iis wisdom He doth lead me so.

self-Dependence,

Weary of myself, and sick of asking
What I am and what I ought to be,

At this vessel’s prow I stand, which bears me
Forward, forward, o’er the starlit sea.

And alook of passionate desire
O'er the sea and to the stars I send;

“Ye who from my childhood up have calmed me,
Calm me, ah, compose me to the end!

“Ah, once more,” I cried, ““Ye stars, ye waters,
On my heart your mizghty charm renew ;
Still, still let me as I gaze upon you,
Feel my soul becoming vast like you!"’

From the intense, clear, star-sown vault of
heaven,
Over the lit sea’s unquiet way,
In the rustling night air came the answer:
“Would’st thou be as these are? Live as they.

““Unaffrighted by the silence round them,
Undistracted by the sights they see,

These dem and not that the things without them
Yield them love, amusement, sympathy.”

Unlike the Dutch Process
No Alkalies
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W. BAKER & CO.’S

\BreakfastCocoa

which is absolutely
pure and soluble.

"1 Ithasmorethan threetimes

k. ’ the strength of Cocoa mixed
& ; with Starch, Arrowroot or
_ . Sugar, and is far more eco-
nomical, costing less than one cent a cup.
It is delicious, nourishing, and EASILY

DIGESTED,
Sold by Grocers everywhere.

W.BAKER & CO., Dorchester, Mass.

A Successful Ventriloguist,

““At Raglan Castle,” said Mr. Ganthony
the ventriloquist, ‘‘I gave an entertain-
ment in the open air, and throwing my
voice up into the ivy-covered ruins, said,
‘What are you doing there?” To my
amazement a voice answered, ‘I climbed
up ’ere this mornin’ just to see the folk and
‘ear the music; I won't do no harm.’
I replied, ‘Very well, stay there, and don’t
let anyone see you, do you hear?’ The
reply came, ‘Yes, muster, I ‘ear.” This
got me thunders of applause. I made up
my mind to risk it, so I bowed, and
boy never showed himselt.”

Goodwin : “‘Did you hear about the extra-
ordinary accident on the Redborough and
Earlstown Railway yesterday?”

Sands: “No. What was it? ”

Goodwin: ““They paid a dividend.”

I cured a horse of the mange with
MixarD’s LINIMENT.
Dalhousie. CHRISTOPHER SAUNDERS.

tork with MiNARD'S LININENT.
St. Peter’s, C. B. Epwarp LINLIEF.

I cured a horse of a bad swelling with
MINARD'S LiNIMENT.
Bathurst, N. B. Tnos. W. Payxe.

Stamped on every G. B. Chocolate.

Navy, Myrtie, Brown,

Cravenettes are uni-
versally admitted to
be the only satisfac-
tory porous waterproof
goods on the market.

Priestley’s Cravenettes

(In light and medium-weight goods)

Are not only rain-proof, dust-proof and porous to air but are extremely stylish and come
in the following shades :

ONWHICH THEGDODS
AREWRAPPED.~

Grey, Castor and Black.

The Priestley trade
mark is always a guar-
antee of good wearing
quality. Always ask
for Priestley’s.
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2 Typewriter,

This isa well-made, practical machine, writing capitals, small letters,
figures, and punctuation marks (71 in all) on full width paper, just like a

$100 instrument.

It is the first of its kind ever offered at a popular price
for which the above claim can be truthfully made. It isnot a toy, but a type-
| writer built for and capable of REAL WORK.

While not as rapid as the

large machines sometimes become inexpert hands, it is still at least as
rapid as the pen and has the advantage of such simplicity that it can be

understood and mastered almost at a glance.

We cordially commend it to

helpful parents and teachers everywhere.

Writes capitals, small letters,
. figures and marks--71 in all,
Writes just like a $100 machine.
No shift keys. No Ribbon,

Prints from the type direct,
Prints on flat surface.

f Writing always in sight.

fCorrections and insertions eas-
ily made,

?Takes any width of paper or

Easy to understand---learned In
9 minutes.

Weighs only 4 pounds---most
portable,

Compact, takes up but little
room.

Built solid and simple, can’t get
out of order,

Capital and lower-case kevboard
alike---easily mastered.

More “margin play” for the small
letters which do most of
the work.

, envelope up to 8 1-2 inches. Takes good letter-press copies
| Packed securely in handsome case and expressed to any address on
receipt of price—$8.00, in registered letter, money order or certified check.
We guarantee every machine and are glad to answer all inquiries for

further information.

IRA CORNWALL,

Gen. Agent for Maritime Provinces, Board of Trade B’ldg,!St."John, N. B.,

or from the following agents: R. Ward Thorne, St. John, N. B,; A.S. Murray, Fredericton, N. B.; W

B. Morris, St. Andrews, N. B.; T. Carleton Ketchum, Woodstock, N. B.; VanMeter, Butcher & Co.
Moncton, N. B.; J. Fred. Benson, Chatham, N. B.; 1. A. White, Sussex, N. B.; A. M. Hoare, Knowles’

Book Store, Halifax, N. S.; J. Bryenton, Amherst, N.S.; W. F.

Stewart, Charlottetown, P. E. I.

Kempton, Yarmouth, N.!S.; D. 1

ACENTS WANTED.

the |

I cured a horse badly torn by a pitch |

ESTABLISHED 1855

fes

rrontereast 1 ORONTO

B. B. BLIZARD St.Jhon, N. B., Sole Agent for the Maritime Provinces.

fast disappearing.

luxurious embrace of a

RIGBY Porous Waterproof Coat

all dry and comfortable, while those of one's less fortunate friends shiver and

endure the old style of waterproof garment.
educated to better things, and the cold, clammy, air-tight rubber waterproof is
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“The Rain it Raineth Every Day.”

What a comfort it is to walk down town in the morning wrapped in the

But people are rapidly becoming
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