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WOMAN and

HER WORK.

Once upon a time there were old maids
in the world, and one heard them fre-
quently alluded to both by young maids,
matrons and men as a sort of necessary
evil, a deplorable result of modern civiliz-

ation, and the preponderence of the female

that ot Gilbert and Sallivan’s policeman,
was ‘‘not a happy one.”

She was unselfish, patient, d:voted and
cheerful, but yet all these qualities which
would have been so charming in & matron
or a young girl, were neutralized by the
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OUTING COWNS FOR EARLY FALL.

The gown on the left is of shrimp pink reps with girdle and figaro of mordore
velvet, the waist being elaborately trimmed with lace and folds.
is a costume of ribbead velatina, blue and erimson.
of figured wool and accordion plaited taffetas.
crepon with trimming of brocade and a little embroidery above it.

The central figure
The figure in the background is
The child’s frock is of white cotton

over the male sex. People almost invar- |

iably referred to an old maid in terms of |
contemptuous pity, and treated her with !
only half-veiled toleration, unless she hap- |
pened to be wealthy ; when all other senti-
ments on the part of her relatives were
submerged in indignation that she per
sisted in living when she might have
retired from a world in which she had no
especial place, and left her money to those
who would know how to spend it much
better than she.

When the old maid was not wealthy, she
was sure to be one of two things, either &
governess or a poor relation who spent her
time in visiting around from the house of
one relation to another, and filling the post
of an unpaid and unthanked drudge in each
household. When she grew too old and

feeble for work, the walls of some home for
the aged swallowed her up, and a plain |
funeral, with one coach following the ‘
hearse, ended the dull story of her life, {

oae urnhappy fact that she was an old maid»
and so she was looked down upon and con-
sidered of no account in the world simply
because, as far as the outside public knew,
no man had chosen her to be his life com-
panion, and so set the ** guinea stamp " of
masculine approval upon what could
scarcely be considered true metal without
it, however pure the gold itself might be.
The mere sound of the word ‘‘old maid”
calls up a vision of its own, a vision of a
pale thin woman with a sharp face and
scant gray hair, worn in unbecoming ring-
lets, who aftects black silk aprons and is
addicted to black lace mittens, spectacles,
and little prim looking reticules. We not
only clothe her to suit our own imaginations,
but we insist that she shall have a mincing
walk, a prim mode of speech, and be
eternally instilling prunes and prism max-
ims into the minds of the younger genera-
tion. Poor old maiden aunts ot fiction and
imagination, what caricatures they were,

narrow ribbon ruching.

cloth,

TOILETTES FOR ELDERLY AND YOUNCER LADIES.

The costume on the left is of black cre
purple satin vest and revers. That on the right is striped iridescent taffetas with a
The waist trimming is of chiffon edged with lace. The
center figure shows a Scotch plaid outing suit with a double cape of brown covert

n trimmed with guipure lace and a

Of course there were exceptions, and ( and how utterly unlike the originals who

households in which the maiden aunt was

loved and appreciated as she deserved, but | Grace Darlings of the world!

they were as rare as most exceptions, I am
afraid, and the lot of the old maid, like
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were often the Florence Nightingales and

I think perhaps the modern drama has

done more to perpetuate this strange mis-

conception than any other influence, for
who could look upon the stage representa-
tion of the ideal spinster, without a feeliug
of impatient contempt ? She never changes,
this stock character ; ages may pass, dynas-
ties be overthrown and kingdoms crumble
into dust but still the melodramatic maiden
aunt continues to gambol across the stage
on the tips of her toes, shaking her cork-
screw curls, fluttering her muslin flounces,
mincing her words and uttering bashful lit-
tle squeals every time she encounters a
young man. She still tries to take her
young niece's lover from her, and imagines
every man in the piece is desperately in
love with her, just as she did in the days
of our great-grandmothers, and as she will
doubtless continue to do long after the
present generation has ceased to take an
active part in the affairs of this world.
She is one of those dramatic properties
which seem indispensible to the success ot
a certain style of drama, and in which the
stage is singularly behind the times.
Perbaps the day may come when some
unknown dramatic author will suddenly
leap from obscurity into eminence by ex-
terminating the stage old maid and putting
on the boards instead the bachelor woman

Wish to Thank - -
OUR Customers and:Friends

For their very liberal patronage during the last

sixteen years and ask for a continuance of the

same at

our new Sstore

61l KING STREET.

—8—-8 -8 68—

WATERBURY & RISING.
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the Solent from the private grounds at Os- |
borne, but few are aware that this is the |
the chief |

royal bathing-house. One of
enjoyments of Her Majesty at Osborne is
sea-bathing, and the barge is arranged for
this purpose.
rushes into the vessel and forms a spacious

ceream white guipure,

“OR MAMMA, AUNT AND THE BABY.

The baby wears a long cloak of gray merino, with a crocheted wool eape in blue

and gray over it. The cap is of surah with lace border. The mother’s dress is of
chency silk, entirely self trimmed. The gown on the left is of gros grain figured
with mottled diagonal stripes, and is trimmed with gros grain 1ibbon to match and

it

=

Y A'.';l' A Ny
AN 7
gk )

of today, as she really appears; but I fear
it will not be very soon, such an iconoclast
would have too much to contend with.

It is a sad and solemn fact that the old
maid is fast becoming an extinct genus,
and what the human family will do without
her, when she finally disappears, I scarcely
dare to think.

Her place is being taken by a creature
whose life is too full of broad and living
interests to allow her to sink into a state
of despondence ; who has too much pres-
sing work of her own to be any longer at
the beck and call of every relation who
happens to need her services, and who is
of too much importance in the world for
anvone to dream of snubbing, or under-
valuing her. In short, the scornful term
“*old maid” has not only ceased to be gener-
ally used, but its unpleasant significance
has departed, and the woman who has
remained single, either trom choice or ne-
cessity, has just as good a place in the
world, and is just as much respected
as any wife and mother in the land. She
works for her own living and is beholden to
none, therefore she is naturally much
sought atter, and being free from the many
cares that tie down the married woman,
she has more time to spare for social inter-
course, and more to devote to her friends
when they stand in need of help or sympa-
thy, and as her services are now given

| quite independently, of her own free will,

instead of as an equivalent for her board
and lodging, they are appreciated and
geatefully acknowledged. She is no lon-
ger a burden to anyone, but a self-support-
ing institution, and one who has to be
sought and approached with respect.

In short, she bestows favors new, where
she received them in former years, and her
position has changed so greatly that it
looks almost as if the bachelor woman was
destined to be the curled darling ot society
at no distant date, and as if the *“ Woman
of the Future,” of whom we hear so much,
might possibly be none other than the very
one who was held up to ridicule a few years
ago, under the contemptuous title of the
Old Maid. ASTRA.

Where the Queen Bathes,

Passengers by the steamers between
Portsmouth and Southampton generally
notice an abnormally large barge moored
at the end of the jetty which protrudesinto

-

bath, as comfortable as it is safe and con-
venient. The internal fittings are, of course,
of a most elaborate character.

Why Tafty Becomes White.

You have often wondered and have even
gone so far perhaps as to ask your scientifi-
cally inclined friend why candy or tafly
made from brown sugar, or even molasses,
becomes white by pulling and working.
The question is not a hard one to fiad an
answer for, provided you lookin the right
place, but it is 10 chances to 1 that you
have never seen a solution of the enigma
in print. First the exposure to the air and
the friction evaporates the syrup, which
contains most of the coloring matter, and
facilitates the oxidization of the carbon in
the sugar. which is always white. Sugar
contains 11 atoms of oxygen to 12 of carbon
and 11 ot hydrogen. The syrup drained
from this same sugar in the refining process
not only contains more or less of coloring
matter, but has a smaller proportion of ox-
ygen to the amount of carbon. Still another
reason why taffy is whitened by the pulling
process is because it is in effect similar to
crushing. Pure, clear rock candy, when
crushed, has its powers of absorbing light
destroyed or greatly impaired, the pulver-
ized portions reflecting all the elementary
colors in each ray, which, ot course, results
in the eye receiving the impression of white
light.

French Statues to Woman,

Hitherto in France, Joan of Arc has
been almost the only woman to mount upon
a marble pedestal, but the privilege is be-
ing extended. At Virres, a statue is
being raised to Mme. de Sevigne, and at
Valenciennes a similar honor is in store
tor Mlle. Ducenois. Apropos of these
tacts, a French writer observes, ‘“Women
being, even in marble, so much more de-
corative than ourselves, one can only re-
jeice over the event of feminine statues.”

An Anti-Matrimonial Club,

Frankfort has a remarkable anti-matri-
monial ladies’ club. Ladies ot between
twenty and forty years of ageare alone ad-
missible, and upon election, with an annual
subscription of £10, they take a vow never
to marry. It can hardly be a very alarm-
ing oath, as a fine of £100 isall that is de-
manded from a member who may find love
and marriage a more tempting prospect
than clubs and companions. Every mem-
ber must attire herselt in black and for-
swear novels.

Her French,

Mrs. Bongtong (groud mother of the
accomplished girl gra uute}—l hope, Alice,
that you addressed that Irench count in
his native tongue. What did he say in

replr?
Alice—He apologized and said he was
sorry, but he understood nothing but
French.

When desired the water |
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Y Qg c’? Y ““Act I.—At first the intant, mewling and puking in the

nurses arms.”

To play the first act successfully, to lead to the second
gracetully, he may need Nursing-Bottles, Nursing-Fit-
tings, Infants’ Food, Condensed Milk, Lime-Water,
Soothing-Syrup, Syrup ot Spices, Spiced Syrup of Rhu-
barb, Powder Pufls, Violet Powder, Pufl Boxes, Hair
Brushes and dainty Combs fashioned for tiny heads.

“ O Man in his
time plays many
Darts ; s acts be- b fashi

g Seven ABES.” |y certain Cur.: - - RWIN'S DIARREEA CORDIAL

IRWIN & SONS, ... niovewior o
The 66 ) R -
improved " RIDER GOMpression

Hot-Air Pumping Engine.
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These Engines are Used for Pumping Water for a
Great Variety of Purposes.

N FOR CITY HOUSES, where the water from the
fl mains dors not rise sufliciently high to supply the upper
floors. For this purpose the Engine 1s placed in the
cellar and the tank on the roof; the water is pumped di-
rectly from the mains up to the tank. This arrange-
ment furnishes running water on every floor ot the
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“f\/ﬁ% highest houses :
(‘qu_é;_‘ > FOR SUBURBAN RESIDENCES they are inval-
~>=—-~—" uable from a sanitary point of view alone, and the luxury
ot havingplenty of pure running water on the several floors of a
country home cannot be over-estimated, and is a very great protection
in case of fire.
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Absolute safety. "Nosteam. Valveless. Practically noiseless. No exhaust.
Economical. No licensed or experienced engineer required—gardeners and
ordinary domestic help can regulate them. Do not affect insurance. Ex-
tremely simple. Can be used where steam would be objectionable. All parts

é of Engine and pump can be examined without difficulty. Can replenish the
fire without stopping the Engine. Can be arranged to pump out of deep wells
either dug or artesian, or driven wells. .

WRITE FOR CIRCULAR.

J. S. CURRIE, - - 41 Dock St.
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BRINGS IT REACHES
RESULTS. THE HOMES.

THE AMERICAN
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"This isa well-made, practical machine, writing capitals, small letters
figures, and punctuation marks (71 in all) on full width paper, just like &
$100 instrument. It is the first of its kind ever offered at a popular price
for which the above claim can be truthfully made. It is not a™toy, but a type-
writer built for and capable of REAL work. While not as rapid as the
large machines sometimes become inexpert hands, it is still at least as
rapid as the pen and has the advantage of such simplicity that it can be
understood and mastered almost at a glance. We cordially commend it to
helpful parents and teachers everywhere.

Werites capitals, small letters, Easy to understand-—-learned In

figures and marks---71 in all, 5 minutes.
Writes just like a $100 machine. We'g::ta:{:y 4 sounds—most
No shift keys. No Ribbon.

: Compact, takes up but little
Prints from the type direct. room.
Prints on flat surface. Built solid and simple, can't get
PRI out of order.
Writing always in sig Capital and lower-case kevboard
Corrections and insertions eas- alike---easily mastered.
ily made. More “margin play” for the small
- letters which do most of
Takes any width of paper or the work.
envelope up to 8 1-2 inches, Takes good letter-press copies
Packed securely in handsome case and expressed to any address on
receipt of price—8$8.00, in registered letter, money order or certified check.
We guarantee every machine and are glad to answer all inquiries for
further information.
IRA CORNWALL,
Gen. Agent for Maritime Provinces, Board of Trade B’ldg,'St."John, N. B,,
or from the following agents: R. Ward Thorne, St. John, N. B,; A.S. Murray, Fredericton, N. B.; W
B. Morris, St. Andrews, N. B.; T. Carleton Ketchum, Woodstock, N. B.; VanMeter, Butcher & Co.
Moncton, N. B.; J. Fred. Benson, Chatham, N. B.; H. A. White, Sussex, N. B.; A. M. Hoare, Knowles'
Book Store, Halifax, N. S.; J. Bryenton, Amherst, N. 8.; W. F. Kempton, f’nmouth. N.B; D. ¥
Stewart, Charlottetown, P. E.1
ACENTS WANTED.
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