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TRUE PIRATE STORIES. 

THE CRIME OF EDWARD JORDAN, 

PIRATE AND MURDERER. 

His Deed of Blood for Which He Was 

Executed and Hanged in Chains—Con- 

fronted in the Court at Halifax by a Man 

He Supposed He Had Murdered. 

A fearful thing, a horrid shape, a ghastly 

semblance of a homan form, swayed to and 

tro by the winds from the ocean and the 

breezes from the land! There it hung in 

mid-air, remote from human habitation,%on 

a lonely shore little travelled by day and 

avoided by all by night. In summer and 

winter, in sunshine and storm, it dangled 

there until the salt sea air rusted the {iron 

chains which held and bound it, and 

brought decay to the grimjtarred shape it- 

self. In the dark and stormy night when 

the wind and the sea joined their weird 

voices on the shore, the creaking and clank- 

ing of the gibbet and its awful burden were 

borne hoarsely and harshly to the ear of the 

traveller whose evil destiny had brought 

him near the spot which was shunned and 

accounted as accursed. 
One evening, a lady of gentle birth, the 

wite of Governor Lord Dalhousie, 'unaware 

of the proximity of the gibbet, was driving 

along the quiet road at dusk, when she was 

startled by what seemed a mingled moan 

and wail. Looking in the airection of the 

sound, her eves encountered the slowly 

swaying figure of the dead man. Shrieking 

with fear she hastily drove to her home at 

Government House, and a few days later 

the ghastly shape was taken downland hid- 

den from human view forever. 

For years after, the gibbet remained, 

without its burden, but still bearing a 

large and rusted chain, which creaked and 

rattled to the terror of the timid, and 

sounded a voice of warning to the evil 

doer. 

More than threescore years have passed 

away since the last vrace of this gibbet dis- 

appeared from the shore at the end of the 

road leading from Point Pleasant tower, 

Halifax. It marked the spot where Ed- 

ward Jordan, pirate and murderer, was 

executed tor his erimes in the year 1809. 

The sole relic of the unfortunate man which 

is now to be seen by the public is his skull, 

kept in the musuem at Halifax for the 

inspection of the curious. 

The story of Jordan 1s 

many have heard, but in regard to which it 

has been difficult, at this jdistance of time, 

to obtain accurate details. Having some 

data, including a paper prepared by the 

late P. Lynch, who remembered Captain 

Stairs, one of the actors in the tragedy, I 

have for some time been seeking to obtain 

more complete information. 7 In this I have 

had the good fortune to succeed through 

the special courtesy of Mr. H. W. Black- 

adar, of Halifax, who has permitted me to 

obtain from his valuable files the accounts 

of the tragedy and the trial given in the 

newspapers at the time. 

The schooner Three Sisters, 63 

burthen, sailed from Halifax for Perce, in 

the Gaspe peninsula, on the 17th of July in 

the year 1809, tor the purpose‘{of obtain- 

ing a cargo of fish. The vessel was owned 

by Jonathan and John Tremain, of Hali- 

fax, and was in command of Captain John 

Stairs, whose relatives are living in Hali- 

fax, and one of whom, Mrs. J. S. Knowles, 

is now a resident of St. John. Those whe 

sailed in the schooner, in addition to the 

captain, were John Kelly, mate; Thomas 

Heath, seaman and pilot; Benjamin 

Matthews, seaman: Edward Jordan and 

Patrick Cinnett, passengers. § The latter 

was an invalid, who remained at Perce, 

and bad no share in the events] of the re- 

turn voyage. Jordan had chartered the 

schooner to bring fish to Halifax, $or to be 

more exact, he had induced the owners to 

send the schooner to bring some fish which 

he claimed to have there. 

Jordan was a native of Ireland, about 

38 years of age, and had taken] an active 

part in the Irish troubles in 1797. Hav- 

ing been taken in arms he was found guilty 

of being concerned in the rebellion and 

exercising men in the night, but succeeded 

in making his escape. In 1798 he availed 

himselt of the king's proclamation, gave 

himselt up and was granted a pardon. 

He was married in Ireland, and a year or 

two later came to America, [landing at 

New York, from which place he went to 

Montreal and Quebec, and finally estab- 

lished himself in the fishing and trading 

business in Gaspe. He was] unfortunate 

in his ventures, however, and became 

deeply in debt. In June,!1808, he visited 

Halifax and purchased some} goods from 

Messrs. Tremain, paying in part for them 

and receiving credit for the remainder. 

In the following September, he again came 

to them and solicited a further] credit in 

order to carry on his fishery fand to rig a 

schooner which was then on the stocks. 

He obtained what he wanted, and gave 

Messrs. Tremamn a bill of sale of the 

schooner, which was called the] Three Sis- 

ters, in honor of the three girls in Jordan's 

family. 

111 fortune continued to follow him, and 

finding his means exhausted and}his credit 

gone, he began to drinkibard. He [was a 

man of violent temper, and had the] repu- 

tation of being quarrelsome,jbut he had an 

innocent look and] was not considered a 

dangerous man, though he had the bla ck 

bair and very black beard which the tradi- 

tional pirate is supposed to possess. 
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Early in July, 1809, Jordan again came 

to Halifax and applied to the Tremains for 

further supplies, but they declined to give 

him any more credit except for a few 

things necessary for the service of his 

fishery. While in Halifax he was arrested 

on a capias at the instance of another 

creditor and thrown into jail, from which 

he was released by the Tremains paying 

the debt. It was then, apparently, that he 

formed the desperate purpose of retrieving 

his fortunes by getting possession of the 

schooner by an act of piracy and murder. 

His plan was to have the vessel sent to 

Perce, get his family aboard, get rid of 

the captain and make his way to Ireland. 

Going to Messrs. Tremain, he asked them 

to let the Three Sisters go to Gaspe, on his 

account, to procure and bring back the 
fish he had cured, amounting, be said, to 

more than a thousand quintals. 

The project seemed to be for the advan- 

tage of all concerned, and the schooner 

was accordingly fitted for the voyage, Cap- 

tain Stairs taking command on the 15th of 
July and sailing trom Halifax two days 

later. He arrived at Perce at the latter 

end of July or first of August, but found 

the quantity of cured fish on hand to be 
very much less than had been represented. 

Only a part of a cargo, 600 quintals, was 
obtained, and of this only about 100 quin- 
tals, or less, was from Jordan. 
The Three Sisters sailed from Perce for 

Halifax on the 10th of September, having 
on board the captain and crew, with Edward 
Jordan, Margaret, his wife, and their four 
children, three girls and a boy, the latter 
being about eight years old. All went 
well until the 13th of the month, when the 
schooner was off the coast of Nova Scotia, 
some four miles south-west of Cape Canso. 
On that day, as noon approached, Cap- 

tain Stairs went below to the cabin, for the 
purpose ot getting his quadrant, in order 
to take the sun. Ile was tollowed by 
Heath, the pilot. The captain was stand- 
ing near the table directly below the sky- 
light, Heath being near him, when on look- 
ing up he was astonished at seeing Jordan 
presenting a pistol down the skylight, and 
pointing the weapon directly at him. 
Startled and alarmed, the captain sprang 
aside, and at that moment the pistol was 
discharged, the ball entering the breast of 
Heath, who fell on his knees and exclaimed, 
“Oh, my God, Iam killed !” 

(‘aptain Stairs had moved barely in time 
to save himselt. As it was, the bullet 
grazed his nose and the side of his face. 
Recovering his presence of mind he went 
to his trunk for his pistols, which he kept 
loaded, and which he had seen there when 
previously in the cabin about ten minutes 
before he went to get the quadrant. He 
found that the trunk had been forced open 
and that the pistols were gone, and that 
his cutlass was also missing. While search- 
ing for the weapons, he heard several pis- 
tol shots on deck. ; 

[Unarmed though he was, Captain Stairs 
determined to take the chances of going on 
deck rather than to risk being penned up 
in the cabin and killed. With this intent, 
he started up the ladder, when he saw 
Jordan in the act of descending with one 
of his feet on the step. In his right hand 
he held an axe, and in his left a pistol. 
By a quick movement the captain 

seized Jordan by the arms, begging him, 
for God’s sake, to spare his lite, at the same 
time shoving the pirate backwards until 
they reached the deck. Jordan snapped 
the pistol at him, but it missed fire, upon 
which Stairs instantly seized the weapon 
by the barrel, wrested it from his assailant 
and threw it overboard. 

Heath, immediately after being shot, had 
crawled from the cabin to the deck, where 
he had fallen dead with the blood streaming 
from his breast. 

Kelly, the mate, was at the wheel when 
Stairs and Jordan reached the deck, and 

| the captain called to him for help, but he 
made no answer. Matthews, the sailor, 
came hastily aft to assist the captain, but 
he appeared to be badly wounded and fell 
down before he reached the spot. Jor- 
dan’s wite and children were on the quart- 
er-deck, and she had a boat-hook in her 
hands. 
A fearful struggle was going on between 

Stairs and Jordan for the possession of the 
axe which the latter had in his hands. The 
captain finally secured it, and endeavored 
to strike Jordan, but was unable to do so, 
because of the grasp the other had upon his 
arms. Stairs again called for Kelly, but 
the mate kept his back towards him and 
paid no attention. Then Mrs. Jordan 
advanced upon the captain, struck him 
several times with the handle of the boat- 
hook and exclaimed : 

“Is it Kelly you want? I'll give you 
Kelly I” g 

Finding himself unable to strike Jordan, 
the captain threw the axe overboard, and 
freeing himselt from his antagonist went 
forward. Jordan at the same time went 
aft and secured another axe. 
During the fight between the two, Mat- 

thews had called ont to Jordan, ‘For 
God’s sake do not kill the captain!” As 
Jordan went forward atter procuring the 
second axe, Matthews stood in his way 
and the pirate struck him on the back of 
the head, knocking him down, and struck 
him several other blows until he was dead. 

Having thus slaughtered the crew, Jor- | 
dan rushed towards the captain to finish 
him.but Stairs had by this time determined 
to trust to the mercy of the ocean, rather 
than to remain with the certainty of being 
killed on the deck. The hatchet was 
lying on the deck, and seizing it he threw 
it overboard, jumping into the water imme- 
diately atterwards. The wind was blowing 
a fresh gale at the time, and a heavy sea 
was running. It seemed impossible that 
anyone who trusted himselt to the angry 
waters could live more than a few minutes 
at the most, and tnis was the opinion of 
Jordan as he looked over the side and saw 
Stairs struggling with the waves and fast 
disappearing from view as the schooner 
sped on its way. 
Jordan stood on the deck with a loaded 

pistol in his hand, but so hopeless appeared 
the tate of the captain that he did not think 
it worth his while to fire at him. Turning 
away with an exultant laugh, the murderer 
remarked that it was not worth while to 
waste powder and ball on the man, and gave 
himself no further trouble about the mat- 
ter. 
When Stairs cast himself into the. angry 
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sea, no other vessel was in sight. There 

| t heir action. 

was not one chance in a thousand that he 
could be saved, and he himself had no 
hope of rescue. Acting on impulse he 
had chosen death by drowning in prefer- 
ence to being slaughtered on the schooner. 
That one chanee, however, by what seems 

the wonderful providence of the Almighty, 
was granted to him. Getting hold of the 
hatch, he crawled on the top of it, and lay 

there clinging to the edge of the boarding 
with a convulsive grasp, nearly unconsc- 

ious, a mere speck, upon the lonely ocean. 
Three hours and a Balt later, somebody 

on board the American fishing schooner 
Eliza, Captain Stoddard, discerned what 
seemed to be a piece of driftwood tossing 

on the waves. Coming nearer, a human 

form was seen upon the hatch, and a boat 
was sent to the rescue. Captain Stairs was 
found in a dazed condition, clinging so 
tightly to the hatch that his fingers had be- 
come rigid, so that time was required to 

loosen the grasp without breaking them. 
He was tuben aboard the schooner and 
restoratives given him. Some ten days 
later he was landed at Hingham, Mas- 
sachusetts, from which place he made his 

way to Boston and told his remarkable story 
to the British pro-consul. 
On hearing the statements of Captain 

Stairs, the pro-consul communicated with 
the customs authorities of Boston, and a 
circular was sent to the collector at every 
port in the United States, giving a de- 
gr of the vessel and of Jordan and 
Kelly. Captain Stairs also sent an account 
ot the tragedy to Messrs. Tremain at 
Halifax. 

Sir George Prevost, governor of Nova 
Scotia, thereupon issued a proclamation, 
reciting the facts and offering a reward of 
one hundred pounds sterling for the capture 
of Jordan, Kelly and Jordan’s wife. The 
underwriters of Halifax otfered a further 
reward of one hundred pounds, and in ad- 
dition to this the Tremains offered one 
hundred dollars. All the vessels of war on 
the station were instructed to be on the 
watch for the stolen schooner and those 
who had it in charge. 
The account of the pursuit and capture 

of Jordan, and of his trial, at which he was 
confronted by the man he believed to be 
dead, must be reserved for another number. 
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THE PREACHER’S TRIAL. 

INTERESTING CHAT WITH THE 

REV. W. J. CHAPIN. 

AN 

In the Strain of Pulpit Labor He bad Over- 

drawn his Health Account—How he met 

the Crisis and Returned to his Duties 

with Renewed Health, 

[From the Springfield, Ill., Journal. | 

In the pretty village of Chatham, III, 
there lives a Baptist divine whose snow 
white hair is the one outward sign that he 
has encroached upon the days beyond the 
allotted three score years and ten. His 
clear eye, keen mental faculties and mag- 
nificent physique all bear witness to a lite 
well spent. This pioneer in God’s eternal 
vineyard is Rev. W. J. Chapin, whose 72 
years are crowded with noble deeds in the 
Christian ministry. 
To a Journal representative who asked 

him something of his career in the minis- 
try, Mr. Chapin talked in an interesting 
strain, and said that, in spite of the indica- 
tions to the contrary, his life had not all 
been sunshine and good health. 
“As my present appearance testifies, I 

was fortunate in the possession of a very 
vigorous coustitution. But as is too 
otten the case, I overestimated my phy- 
sical resourses, and when 1t was too late 
learned that I had overdrawn my health 
account. The crisis came about eighteen 
years ago. At the time I was preaching 
the gospel from the pulpit, and 1 became 
suddenly so ill that I was compelled to 
stop before my sermon was finished. It 
was a bad case of nervous prostration, 
and for a time my friends and family 
were greatly exercised over my condition. 
Complete rest was imperative, and Mrs. 

Chapin and I planned and took a long 
trip. My health was sufficiently restored 
to resume work, but [ was not the same 

man. I felt absolutely worthless physic- 

WRONG IDEAS OF SIBERIA. 

Jt Has a Vast Extent of Arable Land and 

Great Mineral Wealth, 

A. B. Miller, a gentleman who was to 
accompany a party to Kussia on a scienti- 
fic expedition, in speaking of the countr 
which his party was about to visit, had this 
to say: ** Siberia is popularly supposed to 
be a barren waste, extending from the 
frozen ocean on the north to the sands of 
the Gobi desert on the south. But this 
ptr impression is altogether wrong. 
xclusive of the timber region of the north 

and the deserts of Turkestan, Russia in 
Asia contains an area of five million square 
miles of land suitable for agricultural or 
pastoral pursuits. The population num- 
bers nearly eighteen million, and there 
are several cities which possess over 
fitty thousand inhabitants. The agri- 
cultural products exported, which con- 
stitute only a very small part of the 
whole, are valued at an average of twenty 
million dollars a year. The output of the 
mines exported is entered at upward of 
twenty million dollars annually, and the 
furs, fish, skins and other products that 
come into European Russia from Siberia 
are worth from five million to six million 
dollars, It was for the purpose of develop- 
ing this vast territory and encouraging 
immigration thither, that the government 
of the czar has undertaken to expend thirty 
million dollars upon the railway mentioned, 
which will be over four thousand miles 
long and will connect thé'Black sea and 
the Baltic with Viadivostock on the sea of 
Japan. It is not expected that the railway 
will pay expenses of operation for some 
ears to come, but it will doubtless be an 

important factor in the shifting of existing 
trade routes, and it will certainly open up 
a new and productive continent to settle- 
ment.” 
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TT INFANT'S DELIGHT 
“is the best Toilet Soap inthe market. Try it. 

JouN Tayvror & Co., Toronto, Sole Manufacturers. 

CONDENSED ADVERTISEMENTS. 

oo iE FAIRIES - 
HELP TO MAKE 

= 

_ BABYS OWN SOAP? 
IT'S SO NIGE. 

v_ 

The Albert Toilet Soap Co, 
MFRS. MONTREAL. 
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Job, Brown, and Green Cartridge 

Cases, Caps and Primers, Card- ELEY’S 
; board, Black Edge, Pink Edge and 

AMMUNITION, a © ” 

Hazard’s Black Gunpowder. 
Rifle, Sea Shooting, Trap, Duck 

Shooting and Electric Brands. 
3 Chilled Shot, Common Shot, Cla 

Schultze S Pigeons, Keystone Traps, Guns, 
Smokeless Rifles and Revolvers. We have a 

Powder. 
large and varied assortment which w¢ 

W. H. THORNE & CO.,"";: ow. 
& Co., Dyers and Cleaners of Toronto, 

shall be glad to showand quote prices. 

R. Parker have the largest dyeing and cleaning 

you to dress well at a small expense. 

etc,, that may have become faded or out of the fashionable shade. 

787 to 791 Yonge Street, Torouto, Ont. 

Indian 

Why look 
to their establishment, they will 

You amount upon dyeing and cleaning your Suits, Dresses, 

R. PARKER & CO., - team Dyers and Cleaners, 

Announcements under this heading not exceedin 

five lines (about 35 words) cost 25 cents eac 

insertion. Five cents extra for every additional 

line. 

FOR NEWSPAPER 

CORRESPONDEN work wanted in every 

town in Canada; either sex; no interference with 

yresent employment. UNITED STATES PRERS AssN., 

1aller’s Building, Chicago, Ill. 10-6-1t* 

THE BLUENOSE 

SLEIGH ROBES. sutio Rove, man: 
ufactured by Wm. Peters, 240 Union Street, St. 

John. Will give you every satisfaction, (made to 

order. any size). 10-6-1t* 

The new waterproof magazine 

SHOOT NG jp cartridge vest, is what sportsmen 

have been looking for. Holds 48 shells. Also leather 

Shooting Jackets. When ordering send Breast Mea- 

sure. Estey & Co., St. John, N. B. 9 22-1t* 

GOOD AGENTS to handle the 

WANTED, Ideal Sewing Machine throughout 

New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. 

American Machine. Special prices and cir 
application to M. J. HARNEY, 208 St. T 
Montreal, P. Q. 

ally and mentally. I had so lost control of 
my muscles that my fingers would involunt- 
arily release their grip upon a pen, and my 
hand would turn over with absolutely no | 
volition on my part. About two years ago, 
to intensify matters, I was seized with an 
attack of la grippe. I recovered only 
artially from it and had frequent returns 

of that indescribable feeling which accom- 
panies and follows that strange malady. I 
looked in vain for something to bring re- 
liet and finally I read an account ot Dr. 
Williams’ Pink Pills for Pale People. 
Something seemed to tell me that they 
would do me good and I commenced using 
them. They gave me additional strength 
from the start and toned up my system 
from a condition of almost absolute pros- 
tration so that I was able again to resume 
my duties as a minister. The improve- 
ment was simply marvellous, and the credit 
is due Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills. 
Mrs. Chapin was present during the 

conversation and said: *‘I don't think 

Mr. Chapin could ever have resumed his 

preaching atter he had the attack of la 
rippe bad it not been for Pink Pills. 

They did him so much good that I de- 

cided to try their efficacy on myself. I 

have been troubled for years with what 
our physician, Dr. Hewitt, called rheu- 

matic paralysis, and since taking the 

Pink Pills I have been stronger anc the 

pain in my right arm and hand is less 

acute. e keep the pills in the house 

all the time, and they do me a great deal 

of good in the way of toning up my system 

and strengthening me.” 
In all cases like the above Pink Pills 

offer a speedy and certain cure. They 

act directly upon the blood and nerves. 

Sold by all dealers, or sent by mail, post- 

aid, on receipt of 50 cents a box, or 

$2 50 for 6 boxes, by addressing the Dr. 

Williams’ Medicine Co., Brockville, Ont. 
or Schenectady, N. Y. Beware of substi- 

tutes and nostrums alleged to be ‘‘just as 

good.” 

Law Students 
often work several years free 

learning their business. If they 

wrote shorthand they could get into 

a first-class law office at a good sal- 

ary. Learn more and earn more £00. 

SxeLL’s CoLLEGE, = - TrURO, Ni S. 

| LAVErY ouauic 

$500 OV ea: I'he te I'0" " i 
all over the mig pall with 
Me., U.S. A. IV, 

RUBBER Rubber goods? It so send to us, as we 

supply EVERYTHING known to the trade. Please ask 

for quotations and you will save money. STANDARD 

Rugger Co., St. JOHN. 

Mr. Alonzo C. Hayes, 

DYSPEPSICURE or':cmont, x. 11s 
a ghopeless chronic dyspeptic till he tried Short’s 

“Dyspepsicare.” After taking one bottle he wrote: 

“Jt is surely the best remedy for Dyspepsia I ever 

found.” Two more bottles cured him. 
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GOODS. Do you want oa" NG iu , 

establishment in Canada, and if you 

Will 
shabby when 

Orders by express promptly attended to. Special express 

You and Your Friend 

only send your Dresses, Ostrich Plumes, Suits, etc., 

may appear to advantage by the expenditure of a small 

rates for the Maritime Provinces. Send for pamphlet. 
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Who are interested in Good 
Housekeeping should examine 

THE ROYAL ART; 

it contains all the latest im- 
provements, is a 

Goov BAKER AND ROASTER; 

and is sold with that under- 

“winding. 
Itis made in six different 

styles spo - 

If ypu donot live in the City 

send fr circular. 

~ 

INTERESTING AND PR
OFITABLE em 

ployment can be given to & 

number of ladies and gentlemen selling the cel- 

ebrated **Soule Photographs and Works of Art,” 

througnout New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and 

Prince Edward Island, by applying personally or 

by letter to A. PETERSEN, 68 King St., St. John, 

General Agent for Canada. 2-3-tf 

ON APOSTALCARD 

YOUR ADD RES mailed to us brings you 

promptly 30: samples of cloth, guaranteed self 

measurement blanks, whereby you can have your 

clothing cut to order and sent to any express or 

P.O., Pants $3 to $12. Suits from $12 up. Agents 

wanted. PILGRIM PANTS Co’v., St. John N. B. 

AMATEU PHOTOGRAPHERS. Printing 

0 
and general finishing for amateurs. 

Developers, Toning and fixing solutions for sale. 

LuerIN PHOTO STUDIO, 88 Charlotte St., St. John, 

N. B. iiotf 

at Rothesay for sale or to rent 

R ES | D ENCE for the Summer months. That 

pleasantly situated house known as the Titus prop 

erty about one and a half miles from Rothesay Sta. 

tion and within two minutes walk of the Kennebes 

casis Rent reasonable. Apply to H. G. Fene 

Ba--gazer-at-Law, Pugsley Building. 24-6 

FOR SALE. 
1 Robb-Armstrong 

AUTOMATIC ENGINE, 12 H.P, 
—ALSO— 

10 H. P. BOILER, 
Extra Strong. 

All in first-class condition ; only been in 

use eight months. 

WILL SELL CHEAP, 

W. H. STIRLING, 
St. John, NJJB. 

Address 

Box 395. 

CUBCLCYF BL WU BLUD Buu DUB 
| PV Serw wwe 

80 Medals. J 
ry S PURE 

Strongest, Purest and Best. COCOA 
ARTHUR P. TIPPET & CO., Agents. 

Sporting Goods 

Guns, Rifles, Shells, Shot, Powder, Wads, Game Bags, 

Loali ng Tools, Duck Decoys and Ammunition 
of all kinds. 

T. MCAVITY & SONS, ST. JOHN, N. B. 
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