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TREMATNES FUNNY PLEA | 
HE DID NOT WANT PERCY LEAR 

COMMITTED 

Because It Would Give ‘‘ Progress” a 

Chance to Crow Over Him and Perhaps 

Return to Writing Him Up=The Position 

of the Cases - Lear Abandons One Action. 

Lawyer Fred J. Tremaine made what 
might well be called a special ples in the 
Halitax police court one day this week 

when he asked Magistrate Fielding that 

Percy J. A. Lear be not committed for 

trial because it he was it would give ProG- 

RESS an opportunity to ** crow” over him. 
Whatever can be said about Mr. Tre- 

maine this somewhat curious bit of plead- 

ing must be noted as quite original. He 

even went further than this and indulged 

in some strong remarks respecting this 
paper. He did no thesitate to criticise it in 
an unmistakable fashion and to comment 

upon its course in terms that might be 

considered uncalled for. 

Mr. Tremaine could not have forgotten 

the fact that this paper has the opportu 

nity to reply and defend itself, and that if 
he is allowed to criticise it and feels called 

upon to do so, that ProGress might in 

turn review his position in cases that at- 

tracted much attention. 

Turn about is fair play. 

ing to say what might well be said about 

his remarks, which were such as any bar- 

rister of standing might well hesitate to 

make, let us for a moment consider in 

what light Mr. Tremaine himself appears, 

He is the solicitor for Mr. Lear, who 

stands committed for trial on the serious 

He was the lawyer 

Without paus- 

charge of perjury. 

Mr. Lear consulted when he made ‘up his 

mind to begin divorce proceedings, and 
presumably it was by his advice and with 

his consent that the correspondence began 

with a number of gentlemen that resulted 

in their rushing forward to make a settle- 
ment, and to keep their names out of print 

and from the public at any cost. 

The fact that these letters were written 

to men whose names were furnished and 
the financial arrangemens that resulted 
must furnish food for reflection” to all of 

those who i: the past regarded this lawyer 
in a favorable light. The information of 
ProGress upon this point is not of an in- 
definite character and the fact that any 
respectable lawyer would lend himself to 
such a course upon the part of his client 

and assist him in carrying it out must be a 
matter of surprise and regret to his friends 
and acquaintances. Whatever Mr. Tre 
maine's opinion of PROGRESS may b: at 
present this paper is in a position to know 

that his sentiments have undergone a 
material change. But his opinion does not 
matter. Enough of him for the present. 

Those who have tollowed the events of 

the week as chronicled in the Halifax 

newsp pers must have noted that so far 
the fight between the newsdealers and 

Mr. Spike and the suit against Mr. Lear 
seems to have gone in favor of the news- 
dealers and of the paper. 
The answer ot the newsdealers to the | 

complaint of Mr. Spike has been filed, and 

the attempt of the solicitors of the latter 

to strike out an important part of that de- 

fence has failed. The judge refused, the 

costs of both parties to be costs in the 

cause. 

It also appears thatin the case of this 

newsdealer the defence was not filed and 
judgment enter:d, the order was cancell- 

ed the following day and the defence filed. 
In the case of Spike and Golding the de- 

fence has also been filed. It is different 
from that of the newsdealers, who, as Proua- 

rss has pointed out again and again, sold 

the paper in the ordinary course of their 
business without knowledge of its contents. 
But in the case of Mr. Golding, an employe 

of ProGress who was arrestel at the in- 
stance of Sp'ke upon a writ of libel, being 
a non-resident, Messrs. Harrington & Chis- 

holm appearing for ProGrEss employe have 
filed a defence that is remarkable for the 

facts it sets forth. Talk about the story in 
Progress! It was nothing compared to 
the answer to the bill of complaint filed by 

the attorney ot Mr. Spike. If Procress 
had the space this week both the complaint 
and the deience would be printed. Un- 
fortunately it has not, but there will be 

plenty of time for that before the casa 
comes to trial. 

Paragraph after paragraph has appeared | 
in the city and provincial press concerning 
the intentions ot Messrs. lear and Spike 
regarding the editor and publisher of 
ProGress. They are, according to these 
reports, to lose no time in beginning their 
suits for criminal libel against ProGrEss. 

About a fortnight ago the information 
furnished to the Halitax press was to the 
effect that Mr. Charles A. Stockton, of 
St. John, was expected in Halifax by a 
certain train to get such information as 
would enable him to bring the suit 
for Mr. Lear. Mr. Stockton did not ap- 
pear in Halifax upon schedule time, but a 
few days later he went. Before he boarded 

Bargains in Fancy Goods, Mc Arthur's, 90 

King siree’, 

the train he was interviewed and while le 
gave the reporter no information respect- 
ing his business to Halifax i: was announc- 

ed that his trip was in connection with the 
criminal libel suit against Progress. Mr. 

Stockton went and returned, and the tol- 

fowing paragraphs appeared in due course 
in the Halitax evening papers. 
Mr. C. A. Stocktor, who came from St. Joon for 

the purpose, arrived last night and bad a consult- 

ation with Mr. F. J. Tremaine and Mr. A. GG. Mor. 

rison, the Halifax counsel, regarding the c:in inal 

libel suit of Mr. Percy J. A. Lear against PPoGRESS. 
It was decided to press the suit against the paper 

and against Its Hulifax corr spondent as fast us 
circumstances will allow.— Echo, Dec. 8th. 

Messrs. Tremaine, Morrison and Stockton, barris- 

ters, the latter of St. John, held a consultation at 

the Halifax hotel last evening. They decided t 

proceed at once with the suits for alleged criminal 
libel against St. John PROGRESS. Morrison is 
counsel for Spike ; Tremaine and Stockton will ac 

for Leur.—Mail, Dec. 8 bh. 

Mr. Stockton is usually more reticent 
than this regarding his business, but Guring 
a chat with him some days later ProGress 
learned from bim that while he went to 
Halitax, the talked of libel suits did not take 
him there. He was consulted while there, 

and he freely admitted ir, though did not 

volunte«r the information that the Halifax 

press was so freely furnished wi h. Still, 
notwithstanding all this, and the form: r- 

able array of legal talent that is 

about to bring their forecs to bear upon 

ProGress this paper bas only to 
reiterate its statement that it is prepared 

to meet any action erimina' or civil. From 

the criminal standpoint it is prepared to 
prove the truth of its assertions, and that 

they wer: made without malice snd in the 
public interest; from the civil point of 
view the truth o! its statement will per- 

haps suffice. 

It is interesting to note that Messrs. 

Harrington & Chisholm, the solicitors of 
Mr. F. B. Carter, who was sued by Mr. 

Lear for libel, have been notified that the 

action against him has been abandoned. 

Mr. Lear must have arrived at the conclus- 

ion that he was not a proprietor of this 

paper. He made a mistake, and Mr. Car- 

ter, believing it was intentional, had him 

arres'ed for perjury. Upon that charge 
he was committed for trial, notwithstand- 

ing the original plea of his counsel, Mr. 

Tremaine. 

This is not the first time Mr. Lear hes 

fizured before the public. In his evidence 

he described himself as an advertising 
agent. He forgot to state that he had also 
b en an adveriisement. Tn so good a 
paper as the Acadian Recorder and indeed 

throughout all Canada he bas figured as a 
beautitul and healthy testimonial to the 

virtue of Pink Pills. As the statement is 

ap authorized one and gives more intor- 

mation of Me. Lear {rom this particular 

standpoint than anything Procress has 
| seen, the readers of this paper can well 
excuse the reproduction of his interesting 

experience. Here it is, heading and all : 

THE LIFE OF A COMMERCIAL MAN NOT 

ALL SUNSHINE. 

CONSTANDI TRAVEL AND ROUGHING IN ON TRAINS 

WEAKENS THE MOST ROBUST—THE EXPERIENCE 

OF A HALIFAX MERCHANT WHILE ON THE ROAD. 

(Acadian Recorder, Halifax, N. 8) 

Mr. Percy J. A. Lear, junior partner of the firm 

of Bluckadar & Lear, general brokers, 60 Bedtord 

Row, Halifax, N. 8, comes from a family of zom- 

mercial travellers, His father, James Lear, was on 

tbe road in Lower Canada with dry goods for 

twenty three years, and few men were more widely 

kuown and esteemed, and the geniai Percy him. 

self has just retired from the ranks of the drum- 

mer, after a varied experience as knight of the 

grip, which extended over seventeen years and em- 

braced almost every town and village in Canada 

from the Atlantic to the Pacific. He is an ex- 

tremely popular young man, a leading member of 

the Oddfellows’ fraternity, an oflicer in the 63rd 

regiment of militia, and a rising werchant. 

“How comes it that you are so fat and ruddy 

after such a term of hustling railroad life and varied 

diet, Mr. Lear?” questioned the reporter. 

“Well,” was the answer, “it is a long story, but 

one well worth telling. 1 weigh 190 pourds today, 

and am in better health than I ever before eujoyed 

in my life. Two years ago 1 got down to 155 

pounds, Constant travelling, roughing it on traws 

apd in country hotels broke me all up and left we 

with a pasty case of kidney complaint and iudi- 

gestion. My head was all wrong, my stomach bad ; 

I was suflering continual pains and dizziness, * * * | 

began to get scared. I consulted several physicians 

in Montreal, Winnipeg and other cities, but thir 

treatinent did not give me a particle of relief. One 

day I bought a box of Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills, and 

I made up my mind to give them a good trial. 1 hey 

seemed to help me, and I bought a second, thirdl 

and fourth box, and they cured me. My stomach 

was all right, the dizziness leit my head; no 

more lassitud2 and all traces of my kidney 

disease disappeared. I was a new man, and 

gained flesh immediitely, and have never 

never been troubled since. I consider my case 

astonish ng, because kidney complaint, especially 

gall stones, is hereditary in our fami.y. It helped 

to hurry my father to an early grave, and an uncle 

on my motber’s side, Dr. Whittle, of Sydney, 

Australia, had ben a chrovic suflerer from gal 

stones from boyhood. I was so impressed with the 

virtues of Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills that I took the 

trouble to send Dr. Whittle two boxes all the way 

to Australia. Since my discovery of the benefits of 

these wonderful little pink coated exterminators of 

disease, I bave recommended the remedy far and 

wide, and I could enumerate dozens of cases where 

they have been eflicacious.” 

It would seem as if it was about time for 
Mr. Lear to begin faking these little ¢x- 
terminators again. It will be noticed that 
the testimonial is couched in the most posi- 
tive terms and that it enters into family 
history. In this way the medicine puft 
assumes the character of a mutual benefit 
notice. 

THE “SPRINGHILL’ SIREN 
FRIGHTENS PEOPLE IN MAINF, 

AND THE PROVINCES, 

| The Fflect it had at Parrsboro, At St. An. 
drews and on the Maine Coast—It was 

Taken for the Devil, and for Many Other 

Awful Things. 

When the steam tug Springhill was built 
oa the shores of Courtenay Bay for the 
Camberland Railway and Coal company, 
little did they think that it, like some of 

the ironclads of bistory, would become a 
terror in the land. 

Such, however, it bas undoubtedly be- 

come—and solely because it possesses one 
of the worst sounding *‘sirens” that ever 
pierced the ambient ether. Not only has 

the Canadian beaver— ‘he ot the tail like 
a file,” as Indian legends suy—dived out 
ot sight at the noise, but the American 

spread-eagle has wafted a good many 

fzathers downward in flying from the shores 
whence came an awful sound. 

Now that the people ot Maine have 
litely been terrificd by the Springhill’s re- 
volving whistle, a stort history of the ex- 

citement caused by the siren during the 
past thirteen months will be in order. 

It was a little more than a year ago when, 
ia the first dusk of a November evening, 
tie people of Parrsboro, Nova Scotia, 

heard a sound weird and uncanny, marrow- 

treezing and corpuscle-shilling—a sound 

which made the bair a la Pompadour, like 
frets upon the quillful porcupine. Then 

all was as silent as the breast when the 

spirit had departed. 
Another awlul shriek came through the 

gloom spread by the first sickening terror 
seized upon the flattering hearts of all. 

Many thought it was the last day. Many 
more thought it was tne devil. The latter 
included many who had made friends with 

that individual, and yet seemed a little dis- 
cencerted at this announcement of his com- 
ing. 
A man who was digging clams on the 

shore dropped his rake and made deep 

tracks for the shore. lle tripped over 
son ething and fell on his hands and knees 
in the mud. He was in too great a hurry 

to attempt to rise, and so crawled ashore. 

So say some of the magnates who were on 

the boat when the whistle sounded. 
One of the great family of Paul, who had 

just returced {rom a moose-quelling ex- 
pedition, upon which the Indian deity 
(+looscap did not smile propitiously as he 
did upon the hunting ot another famous 
Micmac braves, thought, when he heard the 

terrible noise, that Glooscap had come 
back to earth once more, as he promised 
the Indians that he would do when he sail- 

ed away from the Partridge I:land that is 

near Parrsboro for the Island of the Ble:s- 
ed. Tne Indians of the Parrsboro shore 

long since got tired of waiting for the re- 

tarn of the being who made man out of the 
ash-tree, and so called bim Glooscap, which 

being intepreted, means the Liar. Hence 

Mr. Paul, who had himself had a share in 

proclaiming that the Hiawatha of the Mic- 

macs and Maliseets was a prevaricator, did 

| not feel any more comfor able than the 

beaver at whom (ilooscap flung a big rock 

| from the Parrsboro sbore, which fell in the 

water just below the Grand Falls on the 

| St. John river. 

A prominent citiz:n who was in the woods 

about six miles from town with his two 

little girls, thought, it was reported, that 

the noise was that ota wildcat. It was 

also rumored that he handed his gun to 

one of the girls, saying, ‘When it is de- 

vouring me, you shoot.” And the little 

girl is said to have cried out that there was 

the train coming in, and that they would 
never, never see it come in any more. 

That was the story as it was by the time 

have been rightfully entitled to the nime 
that the Indians gave Glooscap. 
A small boy driving home his cows jump- 

el high in the air as the noise struck the 
hill bebind him. Exclaiming “It’s the devil, 

its the devil, sure,” he made a bee-line for 

home,leaving the cows to the mercy of his 
sulphuric majesty. 

An old woman atterwards told Captein 
Cook (not he of Sandwich Island fame, but 
the genial commander ot the Springhill) 
that she thought it was a dog in her cellar, 
indulging in a most thorough and satis- 

factory fit. 

Those who did not think it was Gabriel, 

on the other side of the world blowing his 
trumpet in the mornin’, or the devil play- 
ing the tune that awoke the echoes of Allo- 
‘ways auld haunted kirk—or Glooscap, 

coming up the river in his stone canoe,— 
or a wildcat, or a dog in a fit, or Captain 
Kidd's nigger that he left at Parrsboro to 
guard his treasure—thought ; yes, declared ; 

that it was the Screecher. This was an 
untuncful creature that had haunted an 

old mill in the Parrsboro river about 
thirty years ago, and screeched and yelled, 
and screeched, and screeched, and hollered 
and yelled—and to tell the truth that was 
what the siren of the Springhill was doing. 
The people of Parrsboro have never 

Bargains in Dressing Cases, McArthur's, 
90 King street, 

that the chronicler heard it; but it is pos- | 

sible that some of the tellers thereof may | 

become quite used to the Springhill's 
whistle. Along about six in the morning, 
many a good citizen hears the dread 

sound commingling wita his dreams. and 
is nearly frightened into a longer sleep 
than that of a night. The small boys of 
Parrsboro furnish an excellent imitation 

of the siren by shoving their fists down 
their throats, and turning their palates over 
and over as they yell from the depths of 
their whole and awful lungs 
The next place at which the Springhill's 

whistle made a sensation was at St. Andrews, 
The inhabitants of that town well remem- 

ber bow some of their number armed them- 
selves with guns ani pi‘chforks and went 
a- unting the terrible loup cervier, while 

others, who had no wish to emulate “the 
mf all tattered and torn,” got into their 
cellars to await the hunters’ triumph. 

foggy night not long ago, according 
to a reliable authority, th+ lighthouse 

keeper at. Litle River, near Cutler, was 

pn out doors on the bare rock, which 
is fll of deep crevices. All ter onet,” 
the lighthouse keeper sais, “all ter onct a 
yell eeme out er that crack thar, then a 

yell come out er that crack thar, an’ an- 

other came out er that crack there, an’ 

went vellin’ up the stream to Cutler.” 
‘Bhe old man further said: + thowt 

artéf my hair come down as how it might 

bz thother seals callin’ to their young, but 

selfithat way nohow.” 

‘Nex’ day,” continuad he, *‘I went to 
Cutler. ‘Hed they heard that ter'.le yellin’ 
in the night ?’ was all I had stren’th to ask 

them. They hed so. One ol’ feller. who 
lived all alone wih nobody but his darter, 

gothup when he heard the noise, brave as 

a peacock. Ilis daughter follered him, for 
she was too skeered ter stay in the house. 

They didn’t see nor heer nothin’ at all 

further. So the ol’ man said, “Well, it 
come from the sea. It can't git at us no- 
how.” An'so they went back to bed. But 
I den’t blame ‘em for gittin’ ekeered. 1 

come purt’ near bein’ skeercd myself.” 

When at Great Diamond Island, on a 

day of log, the terrible yells of the whistle 

were dispersed over all the settlement ; the 
people were even more excited than the 
iubabitants of Parrstoro. The majority 

of the people thought that some- 
thing had attacked their cows, which are 
pastured in the Island woods. The oracle 
of the settlement said that that was the 
nois¢ cows always made when attacked. 
/¢ are point on the Maine coast a man 

and his son were hunting some distance 

apart wben the Springhill's whistle blew. 

The father thoug*t that some wild animal 

was attacking bis son, and the son thought 
that some wild .irimal was attacking his 

tather. Both rejoiced when they tound 
themselves mistaken. 

At Machias the inhabitants thought that 

a bear was attacking the cattle, and a num- 
ber of men hunted &ll through the woods, 

| but did not find tbe bear. 

| Maine paper this summer: ‘Yesterday a 
Portland man was sitting in a Commercial 

Springhill, of Parrsbore, N.S. came up 

Ie jumped into the harbor and saluted. 

the air, brought his fist down on the table, 

and exclaimed: ‘There's that d—d thing 
What is it ?” This Portland man was not, 

however, alone in his wondering. 

It is sa.d that the whistle on the Spring- 

hill is nearly worn out And there are 

many people who have heard the siren 

once, or, twice, or many times, who s.n- 

cerely hope that when 1t ceases its labors 

as a disturber of the public peace. that the 
Cumberland Railway and Coal company 
will not be hasty in getting a new one. 

Such Little Things form Opinion, 

| Ascea captain went into the post oflice 
department of the customs a few days ago 

and found that his affectiona‘e wife and 

daughter had remembered him by sending 

photographs of themselves to greet him up- 
on his arrival here. He was naturally de- 

lighted and so expressed himselt. The 

customs cflicer allowed his enjoyment and 
then calmly requested the duty upon the 

| photos. The captain was astonished. Duty 
upon the photographs of his good wife and 
beautiful daughter! Such an imposition was 
almost sacrilegious in his eyes. But he 
had to pay up and he went out of the office 
with a mighty poor opinion of Canada and 
her custom laws. 

The Cost of the Executions, 

Chamberlain Sandall objects to the sug- 
gestion in last week’s ProGriss that exe- 

cutions once made out whether served or 

not cost the taxpayers fifty cents each. 
ProGress has no doubt that Mr. Sandall 

would not permit such a charge if he knew 
it, but no one would expect him to trace 

the fate and fortune of each execution that 
issues from his office. But as ProGress 

has said before, taxpayers made the state- 
ment that they have been compelled to pay 
fifty cents when they never saw a city col- 
lector or could find any evidence of his 
having called at his house. 

Celluloid Photo frames, Lowest Prices, at 

McArthur's, 90 King street. 

| est of bigh churches. 

try Jez best I could, [ couldn't fool my- | 

WAS IT A BISHOP'S ORDER 
LIGHTED CANDLES REPLACE THE 

OLD CANDLESTICKS 

In the Church of the Good shepherd at Fair. 

ville Over which the Bishop Has Absolute 

Control—Some of the People Don’t Like It 

and Don’t Hesltate to Say So. 

The troubles which, during the last few 

years, have been disturbing the peace and 
quictoees of the church of the Good Shep- 
herd in Fairville are not all a thing of 

tistory yet. The disagreement that arose 
when Rev. Mir. Titcombe was there were 
due to the fact that rector and people did 
not have the same views respecting cere- 

moni | in the church. The reverend gentle- 
man was too pronouncedly Ligh church to 
suit them. 
When they secured Rev. Mr. McKiel 

they thought they had some one whose 

views were their views and that they would 

get along in perfect peace and harmony 

And the fact 1s thit their relations have 
been cordial and he is very well liked. 
Yet there is a disagreement over certain 

of the When Rev. Mr. 

ltcombe was there the candlesticks and 
candles were very much in evidence. There 

ceremonials. 

| was the full quota that designates the high- 
When the new rector 

came the candles were banished completely 

and only half a dczen of the candlesticks 
were allowed to remain. 

But recently the bishcp held a confirm- 
ation at the church and coincident with 

that event there was a change in the 
candlesticks. Some of them were removed, 

but two remained and in these were placed 

candles! Now, a low church man would 

sooner see countlesscandlesticks than one 

candle and so he would consider this a step 

in the wrong direction. To various members 

of the church the sight of the candles at the 
services 1s a great offence and is most dis- 

quieting. 

Th. question arises as to who put 
them there. Did Rev. Mr. McKiel d) this 

of “is own accord or was it by by order 
of the bishop. The church ot Good Shep- 
herds 1s peculiar among all the churches in 

the province. It is the only one over 

which the bishop bas absolute control. 

There are no corporate proprietors in the 

church and the property is held by the 
bishop. Whether he exercised the au- 

the candles is the point at issue. 

ALDEEMEN SHOULDN'T SELL 

City Goods -That is What o me To 

Before Long 

The story about city tenders and supplies 
which was told in last week's PrRoGRrESS 

would furmsh a very good text tor a moral 

essay on the beguty and rarity of consis- 

tency. Mr. A. C. Smith, M. P. P., was 

The tollowing item was clipped from a | 

street office when the great ocean tug | 

recently engaged in the meritorious duty 

of bringing local government contractors 
| . : . “o 
| befere the tribunal of the chief commission- 

| er of public works. At the same time Ald. 

Lockhart, his partner, was not engaged in 

bringing city contractors before the proper 

thority which is bis right and introduced | 

| 
| 

| at that fire. 

was printed upon a small square of finished 
paper and enclosed in the paper. "This ig 
a somewhat original plan, but in this case 
something was necessary. 

CHRISTMAS AT ROCKHEAD 

It Has Been Decided That the Prisco ors 
Shall Have Plum Pudding, 

Havirax, Dee 

debated a weighty matter on Tuesday nign 

13 <The city council 

The question was whether or not the [tis 

oners at Rockhead should have a Chris’ mas 

dinner on December 25th. or whether th 

should be treated only to the ordinary atet 
Of the eighteen aldermen there were two 

who desired that no plum pudding <hould 

be eaten by the collection of wite-beaters 

and petty thieves who have been gahered 

in behind the prison walls. Aldermer 
Eden and O'Donnell," Neddy,” was asainet 
the ‘‘good things cof this life” ng 

doled out, and the phil sopher from Ward 
{ 5 was of the same mind. And these two 

men strongly persisted in their views, ey 

after Alderman Dervis asked them if they 

hed ever read the 25.0 chapter of M ' 

thew. The Rockhead dinner will be all 

right on Christmas day. 

John Bull wastes nothing it he can he p 

it. The aamiralty authorities claim that 

the city water is so 11 jurious to the boilers 

of tha waiskips on this station that they 

have been compe led to obtain their 

supplies from Dartmouth, on the 

other side of the harbor. 1Dairt- 

mouth bas just completed the intro- 

duction of its water service. The ad- 

miralty is charged a fixed sum of £500 per 

year forthe water used in the dockyard 

and in any other way they like, cud be- 

cause the ships go across the harbor for 
water they asked that the £500 be reduced. 

Engineer Doane, who was asked for his 

opinion, turned the tables on the naval au- 

thorities, reporting that instead of a reduc- 

tion 1n the charge there should be an in- 

crease, because, smce the arrangement 
was entered into, so many taps have been 

added by the navy people that the amount 

of water consumed is greater than ever, 

and Lawyer J. T. Butmer threatens to 

make a lively against 
the city on behalt of the heirs of Rufus 

Keating, who died from injuries received 

at the Stairs, Son and Morrow fire. Ie 
will endeavor, in claiming $1,000 damages, 

to show that Keating would have been yet 
alive had there not been the grossest kind 

of mismanagement on the part ot somebodv 

The evidence for the plaintiff 

lawsuit 

promises to be rather sensational if the 

matter reaches the courts. 

The Demand has Tried us, 

Tae ¢ xtraordinary sale of ProGrEss in 
Halifax of late has made it almost impcs- 

sible tor all the papers to be sent off Ly 

tke first train on Friday. Sometines 

! ail of the newsdes alers get their | inches and 

sometimes a few of them are missed but in 

the main a large portion ot the papers are 

tribunal. No, he would sooner not. He | 

| will leave to Mr. Smith the woik of €Xpos- 

ing those associated in tke abuse of public 

patronage. 

The statements of this paper have caused 

1 

considerable comment and it 1s generally 

declared that a condition should not be 

allowed to continue where an alderman 

could supply the city. In supplying the 

| city with $1300 worth of goods last year 

| Ald. Lockhart did not infringe any law but 

| he undoubtedly went contrary to what 
| p o 

| public opinion would demand of him as a 

| civic representative, 

| is allowed to be done it gives unscrupulous 

| men a chance to engage in worse abuses. 

{ In this instance the city was safe only be- 

| cause Ald. Lockhart was not unscrupulous. | 

against corruption still remains. But it 

may not remain long. [It may be thata 

The week spot in the city's defences | 

sent off by the first fast irein. This week's 

{ PROGRESS aims not only to get the bundles 

\ off but the single subsor pti ns as well. As 

a rule the larger bundles are done u 
first but in the future sgents and sub- 

scribers will have equal cha s of gett 
their papers on time. 

They Arve Destrable Cremises 

Now that ProGress has move tl 

stores In the masonic buiidl Ig that were 

occupied by the paper for the past fis 

vears are to let It 1s not necessary to sav 

that thev are central, nor that they are on 

a goed street for almost ar \ kind ot busi- 

ness. They are spacious »rd hght in the 

When such a thing | 

of contracts and bargains with the city. | 

The present statute says that no aldermen 
shall enter into a contract with the city. 

The statutes govern- | This is not enough. 

| ing the Toronto city courcil prcvide that 

ne aldermen shall enter a contract or bar- 

gam of any sort, public or private, directly 

or indirectly, for deing city work or selling 
city supplies. This is what is needed in 

St. John. 

Mr. Kearney, the successful tenderer 

who was spoken of last week, is not un- 

known to I’ oGress readers. Within the 
year he was engaged with a man named 
Stirling of Prince Edward Island, in a piece 
of sharp practice over some Prince Edward 
Island hay and oats. The other men felt 

very sore against Mr. Kearney. 

An Explanation the Next Day, 

The Telegraph was not bappy in its 
presentation of a portrait the morning 
after the death ot Sir John Thompson. 

As an advertisement of its engraving bur- 
eau the black and smudgy blotch that dis- 
figured the second page of the paper was 
not a success. But the evil effect bad to 
be counteracted and so the following morn- 
ing an engraving of Sir John Thompson 

tront and rear and are really very desirable. 

They will be rented reasonably from now 

until the first day of May next Apply to 

the publisher of ProGrEss. 

Rev. Mr. Little's Case, 

The case of Rev. Mr. Little has been 

referred to in PROGRESS so often that it is 

not necessary to go over the ground now. 

The charges against him have been com- 

law will be enacted in regard to the making | mented upon again and again and while his 
trial is going on before a church committee 
it would not be fuir to say anything further. 
Mr. Little is defended by Mr. Macintyre 

and the parishioners are represented by 
Mr. C. N. Skinner. 

Ww atch 8 as Clu istinas Presents, 

Anyore who wishes to give an espec- 

ially valuable Christmas present could not 

do better than get awatch at Messrs, A. & J. 

Hays. He would there get suprisingly 
good value for his money, But there are 
many other presents, both usetul and or- 
namental, that cost very much less, which 
the Christmas buyer can alto get at A. 
& J. Hay's. 

Get Your Picture Taken, 

There could scarcely be a more accept- 

able present to give a friend than a 
photograph of oneself. Mr. Isaac Erbs is 
@~ .known as an especially good photo- 
np, So Mr. Erbs will undoubtedly 

have the contract for supplying many a 
Christmas present this year. 

I Sir John's Funeral at Halifax, 

The fact that Sir John Thompson's 
funeral will take place in state at Halifax, 

will give many Maritime province men an 
opportunity to attend. The warship Blen- 

heim will sail from England with the body 
tor Halifax. 

Large assortment Teachers’ Bibles, Lowest 
Prices, 90 King street. 

Puck t Bibles, Lowest Prices, Med)thur's 
Book Store. 
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