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THE DEAD COUNCILLOR. 
INTHE MOMENT OF HIS GLORY HE 

IS STRICKEN. 

The Death of Sir John Thompson at Wind- 
sor Last Wednesday —The Incredulity 
With Which the News Was Recelved— 
Laurier's Tribute. ; 

A strong link of sympathy bound two 
lands together when, on Wednesday last, 
the world learned of the death of Canada’s 
chief in the hour of Lis greatest glory. 
A more sad death could scarcely be 

imagined. Shortly after the oath taken by 
the privy councillors of the United King- 
dom had been administered to him by the 
queen in person, the end came. 

It is an 
swearing in a privy councillor before the 
queen and the court and many of the great 
men of the The queen gave 
Canada’s premier a most gracious recep- 
tion, referring to him as a successor to 

imposing ceremouy, that of 

empire. 

the late Sir John A. Macdonald, not only | 

in office, but in the ‘‘loyal and courageous 
policy” of finding the Dominion nearer to 
the other portions of the British empire. 
When Sir John left London for her ma- 

jesty’s residence in Windsor on th morning 

| Lady Aberdeen offered to go to Ottawa 
| and personally express to the bereaved 
‘widow her excellency's sympathy. As 
Lady Thompson has intimated to the Coun- 
tess of Aberdeen that such a visit should 
be much appreciated, her excellency at 
‘once left for Ottawa. Their excellencies 
met Sir John on the occasion of their first 
visit to Canada in a private capacity in 
1890 and a very close and intimate friend- 
ship subsisted between them. The follow- 
ing cablegram was received by the gover- 
nor-general from Lord Rosebery: ‘Please 
express to your government my deepest 

| regret at the grievous calamity which has 
deprived the dominion of its eminent pre- 
mier.” 

Ottawa was naturally the place to which 
all Canada looked tor confirmation or de- 
nial of the report of the premier's death. 
And yet Ottawa got its first information 
from precisely the same sources as St. 
John. Hon. Mackenzie Bowell, the act- 
ing premier, first heard the sad news from 
his messenger. *‘It cannot be true,” he said. 
“It is a mere rumor.” But authoritative 
messages soon began to pour in, and when 
Sir Charles Tupper’s despatch, beginning 
“You will all be shocked to learn that our 

question and the strong pressure recently 
brought to bear on the imperial govern- 
ment against the Canadian act had undoubt- 
edly led to many hours of anxiety for Sir 
Jobn when in London. 

It was announced that the Canadian 
premier would sail for home on the 13th 
mstant to reach if possible Ottawa for 
Chirstmas. 
An intimate friend of the deceased pre- 

mier says that Sir John, while in posses- 
sion of the faculty of the suppression of 
emotions, was an intensely nervous disposi- 
tion and was doubtless affected by the 
events of Wednesday, as few men in like 
circumstances could hardly fail to be. Sir 
Jobn will be buried inthe Holy Cross ceme- 
tery at Halifax, where lie the bodies of two 
or three of the dead premier's children. 

The 1(, mn ida, was a day 
of rejoicing to John Sparrow Thompson 
and wife, foron that day John Sparrow 
David Thompson, the future premier of 
Canada and member of the privy council 
of Great Britain, was born in the city of 
Halifax. His father was a native of Ire- 
land, and his mother, once Miss Charlotte 
Pottinger, was born in Scotland. Many 
speakers and writers have pointed out the 

| benefits of being Scotch-Irish extraction, 
but the future Sir John was especially to 
be congratulated, as he was of Scotch- 
Irish parentage. is early education was 
received in the Halifax common schools 
and the Free Presbyterian Church Acadmy. 
He wes called to the bar in 1865, and was 
appointed a Q. C. in 1879. He served as 
alderman in Halifax for six years, and tor 
five years he was a member of the board of 
school commissioners in that city. For 
some time he was chairman of the %oard. 
He was, during the short life of that degree 
conferring college, the University of Iali- 
fax, a member of its senate. In all these 
minor positions, as in the greater ones to 
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of the fatal day, he had complained of feel- ( dear friend, Sir Jobr Thompson, died at When the general election was held in the | ating tone, ‘the Prince of Wales always 
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royal presence for the lunch-room | into tears. His two colleagues, Hon. ’ ; # ©° WAS PTC" | found his fares quite reaiy to follow in the » (| uy ST. JOHN - 
in the castle it was evident that the excite- 
ment of the ceremony had told upon him, 
and he renewed his complainant of the 
morning that he was not feeling well. 
After talking his place at :he table, he 
could not eat, but asked to be excused from 
the table. He was led by one of the at- 
tendants to the writing room, which is next 
to the lunch-room. There the premier sat 
down on a couch and leaned torward upon 

He seemed to be in intense 

Suddenly 

his hands. 
pain, and was greatly agitated. 
he partly rose from his conch, appearing to 
grope in darkness, then be utterly collaps- 
ed, and fell back in a swoon from which he 

| Mosers. Costigan and Foster, who were 
with him, were also very much affected. 

| Shortly after Sir Charles's despatch 
came, Douglas Stewart, the dead premier’s 
private secretary, entered the room. [le 
had just left Lady Thompson, and was ask- 

| ed to return with Mr. Bowell and Mr. 
| Foster to break the sad news. But the 
| news had already been harshly broken by 
some thoughtless idiot. Having heard 

| the news up town, called up the premiers 
late residence by telephone and asked it 

| any uews had been received of Sir John's 
death. It was a trying hour for the strick- 
en widow until the final intelligence came. 

| The grief of Lady Thompson and her 

made bim a power in the land. 
Sis Charles Tupper was evidently right 

mier and Mr. Thompson was attorpey- 
general. This is known in Nova Scotia 
history as the **Holmes-Thompson govern- 
ment.” Before this conservative govern- 
ment’s defeat in 1882, Mr. Thompson 
had become premier upon the retirement 
of Mr. Holmes. Soon after the defeat of 
the government, Mr. Thompson was ap- 
pointed a judge of the supreme court. 

In 1885, Sir John was elected to repre- 
sent Antigonish in the house of commons, 
and became minister of justice in the cab- 
inet of Sir John A. Macdonald. He was 
reelected for the same country in 1887 and 
1891. On the death of Sir John Macdon- 
ald he refused the premiership, but became 

only the most pleasing headzear, such as 

footsteps of so distinguished a predecessor. 
But one day a man, who had already heard 
the speech more than once, stole & march 
upon the wily Davis. The ground was 
wet, and the passenger was not in a mood 
for climbing ; so as they approached the 
spot, he anticipaetd the driver’s hint by re- 
marking : — 

‘Davis, the Prince of Wales isn't going 
to walk today.’ 

Send This No. 
and your name on a post card for a 

lesson in shorthand. Ina week I will draw 
one card from the lot (well shaken) the 
person whose name appears on this card 
will have a full $10 course in shorthand by 
mail entirely free. 

Write today. 
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rese 
y A : John Caldwell Abbott in 1892, Sir line. Wiadsor, but all England, and later, ail 

the world, was shocked by the intelligence | 
{ that Canada’s premier was dead. 

To those who had heard him make an 
eloquent appeal at the Colonial Institute 
the night before, the news was a great sur- 
prise. It is true, however, that the pre- 
mier did not seem sltugether well and cur- | 
tailed his speech, saying that he was unable 
to do justice to the theme of the Ottawa 
conference. Many probably took this as a 
figure of oratory. 

Hon. Wilfrid Laurier, who was seen by 
& press representative at Montreal soon 
after the news came, seemed much affected 
at the loss of one who was 
although bis leading opponent. Mr. Lau- 
rier said:  ““To me as well as to everyone 
else the sudden death of Sir John Thomp- 
son has been even more than a shock. 
Ever since he entered parliament and 
especially since he took the leadership of 
the conservative party after the death of 

relations with Sir John Macdonald, my 
| him, though purely official, have always 

bis firiend, | 

John became premier. a position in which 
he won the respect of all parties. [is re. 
cent services in the Behring sea arbitration 
are still fresh in the minds of the public. 

Sir John was married to Miss Annie I. 
Afflick of Halifax. He leaves five child- 
ren, one of them being a student in the 
law office ot Dalton McCarthy. 

“ Reclaimed,” 

The theatre-goers of St. John, who re- 
member with much pleasure the appear- 
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Mill street, St. John, N. B. 12:15 tf, 
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ded at the institute and appeared at that | been of a most agreeable character. In some two year: ago, in the power | A. \V. Croll 19 anit Adelordint WW, Tora time to be in the best of health and spirits. 
He greeted Lord Brassey and other friends 
with the utmost cordiality, ana joined the 
company in a chat over a friendly cup of 
coffee in the evening. 

The news was kept from the queen as 
long as possible, as she bas been unwell 
lately. Her majesty was greatly shocked 
at the death of one of her empire's leading | 

| the transaction of business on the floor of 
| the house of commons, | always had every 
| reason to be satisfied with the manner he 
treated his friends and opponents. Of 
course I gave no views to express as to 
the position he occupied in the ranks of 
his party, but I aw sure bis loss will he 
mourned by every one of his followers. 
Everyone is familar with the great (qualities 

ful comedy-drama ‘‘ Reclaimed,” will be 
pleased to learn that this company opens in 
Mechanic's Institute for a short season 
commencing Monday, 17th inst., playing 
Reclaimed, with Mr. Hopper and Miss 
Robinson in the title roles. Mr. Hopper 
is a Canadign comedian, and one of whom 
Canada bas no reason to be ashamed, and 
Miss Robinsou is a old favorite here. This 

the public is real- 
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citement, as there was through all the city | Sir John left New York for Londcn by ee ores hi shaw do AW . ’ ® y e . 
of London. Only the day before Sir John 
had had a conference at the foreign office 
with the Marquis of Ripon, colonial secre- 
tary, upon’the question of Canadian copy- 
right. He was known and respected 
through the metropolis tor his recent ser 
vices in the Behring Sea arbitration, and 
he had roused much interest by his remarks 
of the evening hefore at the Colomal Insti- 
tute. 

At Montreal there has never been such 
intense excitement as at Sir John Thomp- 

the steamship Majestic on October 51st, 
reaching London November 7th, in good 
health. 
remote contingency. 
tome was said to be one of a sight-seeing 
character. Altogether Sir John was on 
the continent some :hree weeks, returning 
to London again on November 29th. 
Since then he has been more or less busily 
engaged in business with the colonal office 
and other cares of a semi- official nature. 
Some people may have thought that the 
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| rapid rise as that which marked the career 

His death at that time seemed a 

Sir John’s trip to 
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and Lady Aberdeen hastened to send mes- 
sages of sympathy to Lady Thompson. 
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