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Sunday Reading-

LYNN'S LABOR CHURCH.
The Soclalisfic, Anti-Anarchical Address of
Mr. Casson,
(Montreal Witness.)

‘A labor church in Boston! Never
heard of sucha thing. Must be a mistake.’
This from a business man. And this was
the general opinion, but one minister,
whose life is spent working among the poor,
said, ‘Yes, I did hear ot one, which was
started this year, a purely sectarian move-
ment.* The Rev. Mr. Bliss, of the Church
of the Carpenter, will be likely to know
about it.’

The Church of the Carpenter was found,
away down near the Common, a little
gathering in a Masonic hall. There were
more than twenty present, and to a stranger
the Episcopal service and white-robed min-
ister contrasted oddly with the socialism
ot the sermon or lecture. Mr. Bliss just
knew that there was a labor church not in
&'mton but in Lynn, which had as leader

~ Mr. Casson, who was, he said, an earnest,

intelligent young man, whom he much
respected though he differed from him in
in opinion and belief. After a little more
searching the fact that the church met at
twelve o'clock on Sunday, was discovered.
When I arrived at the hall where the ser-
vice was held, after an hour's ride in the
electric car through a fog and drizzle, I
found that in spite of the weather the hall,

which was capable of seating over two hun-
The greater part
of the audience was composed of men,
though some women were present and ten
or twelve children. They listened quietly
and earnestly for the most part, though now
and then came a suppressed murmur of
approbation, as Mr. Casson made some
point that showed the underlying current

ot intense feeling.

The address was an earnest one, plead-
ing that the gospel of Christ wasa ‘gospel’
indeed. It was ‘good news,’ and good
news to the poor. It was not a gospel of
threats. The common people heard him
gladly. Would they have so heard a gos-
pel of threats ? Jesus came to the poor.
Why? How could he bring good news to
the selfish rich? Justice can not be good
news to the scoundrel ; purity to the liber-
tine. He came to gladden the oppressed,
not those who trample om them. Now,
has the gospel of Christ, said the speaker,
been good news, as it had been preached
in the churches? Was it good news the
Puritan preached who would have no one
smile on the Sabbath? Was it good news
the monk and inquisitor had for the people ?
Was it good news that Calvin brought
when he laid a black cloud on the hearts
of mothers whose babes died, for he taught
that the unelect babes were doomed to
fire? What is the gospel for the poor to-
day? Edward Atkinson would have it
that it 1s the fact that they can live on three
cents a day. The associated charities have
theirs. It is that it you answer a cate-

chism they will give you something. Dr.
Donald says, ‘be patient, only so can you
be good.” The gospel of Mr. Cleveland’s
Government is free trade, and in this many
men think they have found the best.
Again, McKinley pleads for protection as
the only good news. The partial trades
unions think they have it, but they are like
the people ot a city in Belgium who built a
strong wall around their city, leaving only
ten feet not enclosed, and through that
ten feet came in the enemy.

What is the gospel of the labor church?
continued Mr. (glasson. It is the good news
of the overthrow ot oppression. That God
is not a respector of persons but a just God.
It is the gospel of the co-operative com-
monwealth of the fatherhood ot God and
the brotherhood ot men. Many reformers
are growing desparate over the signs of
the times. They see men thrown into
prison on flinsy pretexts because they are
reformers; an increase of the military
forces and the government tightening its
hoid in every direction. They are in dan-
ger of losing hope, not seeing that these
clouds are big with mercy. It is the rich
who should lose hope, for rightly interpre-
ted it ig good news. not bad, and indicates
that ggthousand cannot govern millions for-
ever. Hope is the mother of socialism,
but despair is the mother of anarchy. It
is my duty to warn you that if you allow
the germ of gassionate protest within
you to grow without hope and a belief that
the right will triumph, then an outbreak
will come that will put back the country a
century. With a belief in the fatherhood
of God and the brotherhood of men we will
turn our backs on Anarchy, which would
have us bring down everything in dust, in
the hope that we may be the first to jump
up.
p'I'hwk God for the troublous times. We
have. no more to fear from treacherous
tranquillity. We must needs pass through
the valley of the shadow ere we reach
heaven. If we have hope and belief it will
prove a divine discontent, a stirring of
action against stagnation. There must
needs be pain when a nation is born again.
The foolish man today is the workingman
who is atraid of socialism, He is like the
horse who trampled to death the fireman
who came to liberate him, and so was
burned. Never was there so high an ideal
as there is in workingmen'’s minds to-day.
All former revolutions asked for a little
less abuse, a little more liberty. Now
they ask for justice and equality of rights.
We shall better understand Christ’s ‘Blessed
are the poor.’ Even now compare the
questions being discussed by the rich in
their magazines with those discussed and
thought out by the workingmen. The
first ask, and they are almost too bored
even to ask, ‘Is life worth living? Is mar-
riage a failure  The second are working
out the problem of laying the foundation ot
a society where life will be worth living.
Mr Casson then implored those present to

be true to the voice within them. Call it
what they might it was as truly the voice of
God as that which Moses heard.

After the address two hymns were sung
from a little blue book gotten up by the
Manchester Labor Church. Among the
verses I noticed Longfellow’s ‘Psalm of
Life,” Norman Mcleod’s ‘Trust in God
and do the right,’ and others by Whittier,
Lowell and Longtellow.

Mr. Casson is a tall young man, origin-
ally from Ontario, with kindly eyes behind
spectacles, and a face which, though stron
is readier to smile than frown. Itis goo
to see the handshake he gives each as the
audience pass out and hear the invitations
he receives, to ‘drop in and see us’ or ‘come
up and see our folks,” and better still the
way the little ones cling to him, proud of
being allowed to take charge of the labor
pamphlets and report to him how many
were taken. There is only a moment or
two to spare before he must take charge of
a class ot economics in one room, while
some of the heipers organize the Sunday-
school. In these few moments I find out
that though he bas taken the name from
the Mlnciester Labor Church, yet he had
thought the work out and had planned be-
fore he knew there was any other. The Man-
chester Church distinctly claims in its prin-
ciples that the labor movement is not a class
movement, while he believes it is. He
tound the people ready and had only two
months’ work or struggle to get the church
going. Since then it had grown to what 1
saw, with eighty regular members. They
hold a meeting in another district during
the week and there had been started a
branch church in Providence. The trouble
was not to get the churches together, but to
find speakers. The principles of the labor
church and Christian socialism are not the
same. Christian socialism takes its stand
in the Church as a divinely sanctioned in-
stitution, while the laoor church places it-
self in the cent.. ot the labor movement,
and says ‘God 1s uere.” The principles of
the Lynn Church are :

1. God is the cause and strength of the
labor movement, and whatever institution
or individual opposes the labor movement,
opposes him.

2. All who are working for the abolition
of wage-slavery, are, consciously or un-
consciously, working together with him,
and are, therefore, members of the real
Church.

3. The improvement of personal character
aud of social conditions are both necessary
to secure the freedom from moral and
social bondage.

4. All that is good in the present
Christian Cburch, and in the history of our
country, is on the side of the workingman,
and his struggle for justice and brotherhood.

These it will be seen are slightly different
from these of the Manchester Church, as
given in the Witness some time ago. For
the Sunday-school they will get some simple
text book on economics, but intend even
then to take two lessons out of every three
from the New Testament.

A few minutes were spent in the economics
class where twenty men, young and old,
and three woman questioned as to what
true morality, was, how it was to be measur-
ed, how attained ; and then I went off' out
into the rain.

AVILLINOIS GHOST STORY.

Fanciful Tale Of A Remarkable Coffin Per.
formance,

A despatch from Plymouth, Ill., to the
Chicago Times says:

Among the early settlers of this part of
Hancock county was one William Ford.
He had no relatives living when he settled
here, so far as could ever be ascertained.
Ford was a very quiet and uncommanicative
man. He was a bachelor, living on a
little tarm not far trom Plymouth, and
seldom coming to town except when neces-
sity required. One day he was found dead
in his little cabin. In those primeval times
there was not much need of the law’s delay
in ascertaining the cause of death.  Ford
had died a natural death,that was plain to
all the neighbors who gathered in to pay
the last offices of respect to the man. A
pioneer minister said a few words over the
rude coffin, but there were no mourners.
Some of the women sang a familiar hymn.

It was decided to bury the man on his
little forty-acre farm that he had purchased
when he first came. Buat when the six
sturdy pall-bearers came to lift the rudely
tashioned coffin it was all they could do to
budge it. Ford was an ordinarily sized

man. The coffin was opened. The corpse
looked natural enough. But what made
it so heavy ? Someone whispered that it
might be that there was a mystery con-
nected with Ford’s life. But a dead man
must be buried, and so the services of two
more men were secured and the coffin car-
ried to a corner of the farm. Ford had
died May 27, 1838, just a year before Joe
Smith and the Mormons had come to Ilh-
nois and Hancock county from Missouri.
So on May 27, 1838, just filty-six years
ago, William Ford was buried in his wheat
field near this town. The men who dug
the grave cut away the growing wheat a
bit, but when the grave was again covered
up the wheat seemed to be growing close
up about the grave.

It was more noticeable in a few days
thereafter, when someone in crossing
the field discovered that the wheat for a
considerable space around the grave had
absolutely wilted and dried up. It looked
us if it mght have been scorched. As the
season advanced the wheat in the field grew
high, and by the time it was nearly ready
for a reaper a strange spectacle was pre-
sented near William Ford's grave. The
wheat had grown up all around the grave
again, but in the exact shape of a coffin.
The space that the coffin would naturally
occupy was as bare as a board. Not a liv-
ing thing would grow upon it. Some good
neighbor had Klaced a bunch of flowers on
the grave. They were withered away in an
hour's time. [Efforts to grow anything on
the grave were fruitless. The dead man,
it seems, did leave a nephew in Indiana,
and the young fellow came on, made proofs
to the property, sold it and went away
and has never snce been seen. But a
change of ownership has had no effect on

William Ford's grave. It is doubtful
whether a handful ot dust yet remains in the
grave. Nevertheless, nothing can be grown
on that spot. If you go along that way
when the field is filled with waving grain
you will see, outlined distinctly in one
corner of the field, a coffin—a coffin made
by the bare earth that is simply sur-
roundedgby the grain.

And now comes the strangest part of all.
Not only can this coffin be seen every year
when the cropping season comes around,
but some ot the neighbors declare that on
dark nights they have seen a vision of this
coffin in the air hanging over the spot
where Ford lies buried. One man describes
it as a most beautiful light surroundin
the coffin, and he also declares that the li
of the eoffin was opened and the face of
Ford exposed to view. As the strange
light passed over the spot where the grave
is, a sort of a wraith arose from the earth
and went twisting upward until it enveloped
the light enshrouding the coffin. Then sud-
denly all grew dark. The man who saw
this vision had the nerve to go up to the
grave and he says that the wheat, which
was then about half a foot high, was
scorched for several feet in the vicinity of
the grave.

Hundreds of people have visited the lo-
cality in the last ten or fifteen years. Some
people who come to see the phenomenon
pretend that they see nothing. But, in all
seriousness, this strange apparition hang-
ing over the grave of the pioneer William
Ford has excited great curiosity and the
fact that no living thing will grow on the
grave 1s something for scientists to explain.

Messages of Help for the Week.,

‘“ And when the Sabbath day was come,
he began to teach in the synagogue: and
many hearing him were astonished.” —
Mark 6: 7.

‘* Have mercy upon me, O God, accord-
ing unto the multitude of thy tender mer-
cies blot out my transgressions. Wash me
throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse
me from my sin. For I acknowledge my
transgressions : and my sin is ever before
me.”—Psalm 51: 1, 2.

““So teach us to remember our days,
that we may apply our hearts unto wis-
dom.”—Psalm 90: 14.

*« Being justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
By whom also we have access by faith into
this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in
the hope ot the glory of God.”—Rom. 5:
1, 8.

““ As by one man’s disobedience many
were made sinners, so by the obedience of
one shall many be made righteous.”—Rom.
5:19.

*“ So many of us as were baptized into
Jesus Christ were baptized into his death.
Therefore we are buried with him by bap-
tism nto death: that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the %lory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in
newness of life. . . . If we be dead with
Christ, we believe that we shall also live
with him.”—Rom. 6: 3, 4, 8.

* If any one of you lack wisdom, let him
ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally,
and upbraideth not; and it shall be given
unto him.”—Jas. 1: 5.

““LEFT BEHIND.”

How John Wesl:ay A-l—;ied in Necessary
Equl voation,

The tollowing is told by a grandchild of
a friend of John Wesley :—

One evening, as Wesley and his friend
were tramping across Salisbury Plain, the
latter remarked that he hoped that none ot
the highwaymen, at that time infesting the
neighbourhood, would trouble them.

“For my part it matters little,” said
We:’;ley, “*tor I have nothing of value about

e.”

“Nor have I,” replied his friend,*‘except
my watch, which I prize very much; I wish
it were sate at home.”

After a moment’s thought he exclaimed—

‘T have an idea.”

Then taking the watch from his pocket,
he hid it in the back of his coat.

Strangely enough they were stopped by
one of the ‘‘gentlemen of the road” shortly
afterwards, to whom our friend replied
that all their valuables were lett behind !

Nor was the watch discovered, for it is
still in the possession of his family.

Mission Work In Burmah,

When Great Britain annexed Upper
Burmah seven years ago, the Rev. W. R.
Winston, a Wesleyan missionary in Cey-
lon, volunteered to begin missionary work
in the new territory. He has steadily con-
tinued the work ever since then, and has
been the gratified observer of all the great
changes by which that country has been de-
livered from lawlessness and brought into
a condition ot comparative civilization. In
a recent number of the ‘Indian Methodist
Times' Mr. Winston gives an account of
these beneficent changes. The Dacoit
bands are no more. Roads and railways,
post and telegraphs are bringing distant
places near together, and opening up the
whole country. Irrigation works, munici-
Eal institutions, courts of justice, markets,

ospitals and schools are transtorming the
country. Burmah has rapidly emerged
from the insignificant and lawless country
to an important and progressive province
of our Indian Empire.

«Is the Story True, Robin?"

According to the Berks and Oxon
Advertiser, as a family was entering their
seat in Thame Park chapel a few Sundays
since, they were surprised to see a partially-
built robin's nest on the book-ledge, against
a prayer-book and a hymn-book. The
family immediately decided to occupy
another seat. and to leave the little red-
breast unmolested in its strange abode.
On the following Sunday the nest was
completed and contained five eggs, and on
the succeeding Sunday to this the bird sat
on the eggs during the whole of the service.
On Sunday last it was found that the bird
had hatched four young ones, and the
mother flew in and out of the church during
the service with food for her offspring.

I cured a horse of the mange with
MiNnarp’s LiNIMENT.

Dalhousie. CHRISTOPHER SAUNDERS.

I cured a horse badly torn by a pitch
tork with MiNARD'S LININENT.
St. Peter’s, C. B. Epwarp LINLIEF.

I cured a horse of a bad swelling with
MINARD'S LANIMENT.

Bathurst, N. B. Tuos. W. PayxE.

THE POWER OF THE FPRESS.

The Sharp Rehnk;axlilmul its Desired Effect
Upon the Erring Tradesman,

A rather good story is going the rounds
of a certain man of public position, who
never fails to fulfil every engagement he
makes with the most scrupulous punctu-
ality. Some time since he called on one
of his tradespeople, who was widely known
for his neglect of almost every promise
made in matters of business, and by whom
he had been often deceived.

““Now, when can I really have this work
finished and sent home? I have no wish
to hurry you, but you must uefinitely tell
me, as I must not be put off in this in-
stance.”

“Well,” replied the tradesman, *‘there
is not the slightest doubt that you shall
have it on Friday next. IfI am living it
shall not on any account be later than that
day.”

The Friday evening came, but the work
was not forthcoming, in spite of the posi-
tive promise.

Late at night the disappointed gentle-
map went to the office of the local paper,
and requested him to announce in Satur-
day’s issue the death of the tradesman ; and
what was the surprise of the latter, on
looking over the paper the next morning
to find his own death recorded.

On demanding an explanation, he was
referred to the gentleman, who, immediate-
ly he appeared, professed to be astounded
at seeing him alive.

“For,” said he, *‘‘you promised in the
most positive and solemn manner that if
you were living you would send me the
work on Friday.”

The sharp rebuke bad its desired effect
upon the erring tradesman.

.A CGentleman

Who formerly resided in Connecticut, but
who now resides in Honolulu, writes: “Fo#
20 years past, my wife
and 1 have used Ayer's
Hair Vigor, and we
attribute to it the dark
hair which she and I
now have, while hun-
dreds of our acquaint-
ances, ten or a dozen
years younger than we,
are either gray-headed,
white, or bald. When
asked how our hair has
retained its color and
fullness, we reply, ‘ By
the use of Ayer’s Hair
Vigor—nothing else.””

“In 1868, my affianced
s was nearly bald, and

: ] the hair
. kept fall-
‘ing out
every
g day. I
induced
hertouse
Ayer’s Hair Vigor, and very soon, it not
only checked any further loss of hair, but
produced an entirely new growth, which has
remained luxuriant and glossy to this day.
I can recommend this preparation to all in
need of a genuine hair-restorer. It is all
that it is claimed to be.”—Antonio Alarrun,

Bastrop, Tex.

AYER’S
HAIR VIGOR
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FOR FIFTY YEARS

MRS. WINSLOW'’S
SOOTHING SYRUP

has been used by Millions of Mothers
for their children while Teething for over
Fifty Years. It soothes the child, softens the
ms, allays algdpaln. cures wind colic, and
the best remedy for diarrhcea.
Twenty-five Cents a Bottle.

HUMPHREYS’

This Precious OintTMeENT is the
triumph of Scientific Medicine.

Nothing has ever been produced to
equal or compare with itasa CURATIVE
and HEALING ApPPLICATION. It hasbeen
used over 40 years, and always affords
relief and always gives satisfaction.

For Piles—External or Internal, Blind
or Bleeding ; Fistula in Ano ; Itching or
Bleeding of the Rectum, The relief is
immediate—the cure certain,

WITCH HAZEL OIL

For Burns, Scalds and Ulceration and
Contraction from Burns, The reliefis instant
—the healing wonderful and unequaled.

For Boils, Hot Tumors, Ulcers, Fistulas,
Old Sores, Itching Eruptions, Chafing or
Scald Head. It is Infallible.

For Inflamed or Caked Breasts and Sore
Nipples, It is invaluable.

Price, 50 Cents, Trial size, 25 Cents.

Sold by Druggists, or sent post-paid on receipt of price,
HNUMPHREYS' MED, CO., 1114113 Willlam St., NEW YORK.

CURES PILES.
| GURE FITS!

Valuable treatise and bottle of medicine sent Free to any
Sufferer. Give Express and Post Office address. H, G.
ROOT, M, C., 186 West Adelaide Street, Toronto, Ont

"TURKEYS,
CHICKENS, GEESE AND DUCKS,

Annapolis Co., N. S. Beef.
Kings Co., N. B., Lamb, Mutton and Veal.
Ontario Fresh Pork.

DEAN'S SAUSAGES.

Ham, Bacon, Clear Pork and Lard.
Celery, Squash and all Vegetables.
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THOS. DEAN, .5
DISSOLUTION.

\HE FIRM OF J. S. ARMSTRONG & BRO.
1 was this day dissolved by mutual consen
T. ARMSTRONG retiring. Business continued at ol
stand by J. 8. ARMSTRONG, who assumes liabilities
and collects accounts due.

J. 8. ARMSTRONG & BRO,
May 8, "04.

For Body and Brain.

SiNcE 830 YEArRs AL EMINEN1
Puysicians RecoMMEND

VIN MARIAN,

The original French Cocoa Wine;
most popularly used tonic-stimulant
in Hospitals, Public and Religious
Institutions everywhere.

Nourishes, Fortifies, Refreshes,

Strengthens entire system; most Agree-.f.’,
able, Effective and Lasting Reno-
vator of the Vital Forces. 2

Every test, strictly on its own merits, -
will prove its exceptional reputation. :

kAR
The Elixir of Life, which

Palatable as Choicest Old Willﬂs-cor.nb;.ns .human debility, the one real

cause of every

ill—a veritable scien-

Lawreﬂce A Wllsml & C[].’Fiﬁc fountain of youth which, in giv-

MONTREAL.
Sole Agents in Canada for

MARIANI & CO.,

OF PARIS8. race.

ing vigor, health and energy, would
create an entirely new and superior

EMILE ZOLA.

THE PELEE ISLAND WINE

Our mission is solely to sapply Nature’s own pure
food. Our reason for oftering this product to the
public, to you, is that it is pure. There is need of
such an article of grape-iuice. We have the testi-

mony of hundreds of letters to prove the assertion.
Nearly all the bottled juice now on the market con-
tains an an'ispeptic of some description to prevent
fermentation, generally salicylic acid, Why does
such juice fail as a food? Simply becanse the anti-
speptic principle that preserves the juice in the bot-
tle exerts a similar influence in the stomach, and pre-
vents the natural action that is part of Nature’s
plan tor assimilating food. Our concentrated juice
of the grape is absolutely free from all antispeptics
and is Nature’s best food and strength producer for
weak an . defective digestive ergans.

ARE PURE JUICE
OF THE CRAPE.

Grape-juice has been found in many cases to rap-
idly reorganize and reconstruct the blood-current,
and to surprise the tissues and excite the nervous
system into health. The beverage form of grape
juice is & wholesome and agreeable nutrient. Its
truit acids, its blood salts and its grape-sugar make
it valuable to many invalids. 1t affords a nourish
ing and easily-managed food.

We seek to supplant alcoholic and fermented
drinks by something more wholesome, more satis
fying and refreshing—something embodying all the
best principles of ripe grapes, marred by nothing

that would falsely stimulate or excite; and 1n the
pew era that 1s dawning, the life-giving prmcxplea
of the grape in their purest condition, will enter

every home as & comfort and a blessing, instead of
a delusion and & snare.

E. C. SCOVIL, Maritime Agent, 62 Union St., St. John.

#@Telephone 523. Be sure and get the PELKK ISLAND BRAND.

‘Baby Garriages

raom $7.00 vpwaros

Also a tull line ot

FURNITURE

at prices very low

FOR CASH.

EVERETT & MILLER,

83 Charlotte Sr.

BONNELL’S CGROCERY.

We have 150 Bbls. Potatoes. asst. kinds, viz:

Snow Flakes. Kidneys, Coppers. &e

Also Turnips, Carrots, Parsnips and Beets, tor sale low at

Bonnell’s Crocerv, 200 Union §t,, ™" .2

ESTABLISHED 1855

ors

fes
reisgteT TORONTO

B.B BLIZARD, St. John N. B, Sole Agent for the Maritime Provinces.

Thackeray’s Complete Works - 10 vols.

Given for one new or renewal subscrintion a_nd $2.90 addition:|.

Thackeray’s works,
10 volumes, handsome-
ly bound in cloth,libr-
ary edition, with 177
illustrations for $2.90
is an unequalled offer.

We do not think it will
last long because our
supply 18 limited, and
we may not be able to
duplicate our orders at
the same figure. The
retail bargain priceis |5
usually $6.00. The
set is {isted at $10.00.
Given for one new or
renewal subscription
and $2.90 additional.
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