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THE BOOKOF OUR MOTHERS.

Rev. Joseph Parker's Daofence of the Bible
Against the Higher Crities,

In substance I retain the Bible exactly
as my mother gave it, tor she, too, was an
expert. She thought the Lord made the
heavens and the earth in six days. and
that he rested on the seventh day and hal-
lowed it. She told me the story ot Joseph
just as it it had b :en all true, an ! she told
me about Abraham and Issac and the
angel seizing the uplifted knife as if it were
a fact. She went over all the Bible lov-
ingly, and never said a word to me about
tentative suggestions, clay tablots and
future exactions. And many a time after
reading the Bible to me, we fell on our
knees and the dear old soul talked to God
as it he were a real living being and quite
close to her. Yet she knew nothing about
God but what she had read in the Bible.
Ot course all this cuts a mean figure in the
eyes of formal logic and in the view of the
new learning. Yet I am going to cling to
it. My reason for referring to it now is to
remind the critics that there isa Bible
dear to the common people—they were
made by it, converted by it. comtorted by
it, and they live upon it, and I do not want
tha critics to take it away until they have

“adnething better to give than a serious ol
tentative suggestion and the hope of find-
ing some help in future excavations. We
must not ignore the work that the Bible
has done among the peopls. Experts

Readings

mediate ancestors In the time of our
tathers and grandtathers, doctors wandered
around with a l«neet and it a man had a
fever, bled him, «nd it he bad a cold, bled
him, and i1 he had fits, bled bim, and if
the case hud not developed into anything
special, bled him—when the fact all along
has been that most men want more blood
| instead ot less blood. And I am glad to
know thit except for here and there when
used for a child’s swollen gum or a boil,
the lancet is a banished instrument. But
now the medical science 1s full armed
against all ailments and even cancers and
consumptions and hydrophobias are having
their last cruel round with the human race.
My advice to all is lay out
your plans tor a prolonged lifetime,
while you are particular to be pre-
pared to go any time the Lord may call.
Some of the best work the world has ever
seen was done after the time when most
people think they must quit. Izaak Walton
wrote some of his best biographies after he
was 85. Christopher Wren kept on with
architecture until he was 86. Cato learned
the Greek language when he was 80.
Hobbes, at 87 years of age, translated
the “‘Iliad.” Fontenelle wrote vigorously at
99 years. Monaldesco penned the history
of his times at 115 years of age. But I am
glad for the human race that life is being
prolonged. Take off of it the years we are
getting ready to work and the years we are
getting ready to die and instead of lite

should limit the circulations of their books
amongst themselves. They should prey
and feed and starve upon each other’s par-
tial learning, and flatter each other’s criti-

cal instinct by inventig still longer poly- |
syllables and playing the middleman to |

German wordmongers.
+ 1 would only take away anidolater’s idol
« because [ think [ have something better to
put in its place. Neither would 1 take
away the mother’s Adam and Moses and
and Abrabam and Isaac and Isaiah and
Daniel, and fill the ghostly vacancy with
nothing more than a serious of tentative
suggestions. But what would the infidel
say ? I never consult the infidel upon any-
thing. I would go to the infidel tor infidel-
ity ; I never go to him for faith. What
then is to be done? Go on with the old
until the new is ready. Do not let the soul
shiver in nakedness whilst the new tailors
are wrangling over the texture and pattern
of the new cloths. This gives me the right
point of approach to the Bible and all its
contents. All the detail I can now survey
from a true elevation. So long as I mis-
took the telegraph-messenger for tha tele-
gram itself, [ was in great contusion. Who
was he? Who were his parents? What
was his age? How did he come tobe cen-
nected with a great electrical system? [
made a puzzle of him. Was he old enough
to have written a telegram ? Had he and
another boy concocted the telegram ?
After all was the missive a telegram? [t
it was a telegram, why was it not sent
immediately to me witf‘l'out the interven-
tion of a messenger? I asked the boy
it he has written the telegram, and he says
No. I demand to see the clerk who has
penciled the message, and he turns out to
be little more than a boy himself, but he
has sufficent sense to suggest that I had
better open the envelope and read the
message. When I read it the boy and the
clerk become of small consequence to me.
The message was full of love. It was the
message for which I had been waiting
many a weary day. I could have loved
even the boy who brought it to me. I at
length looked at the whole action from the
right point of view, and now the shadows
are dispersed by the full shining of the
light. The right point of view is exactly
what we want in everything. . . . [t
seems to me that the higher critics have
not always placed themselves at the right
point of view in attempting to survey the
almost beoundless field of inspiration.
They are in some conspicious instances
mere word-grubbers, who cannot find
through lexicons and grammars what can
only be found by incessant and sympath-
etic communion with God. Expertness may
be the fruit ot prayer. If I start my sur-
vey of the Bible from any other point than
God I am lost in details.” The author, not
the book in its mechanical form, is the
point to begin at.

THE DURATION OF LIFE.

Nahor Lived Seventy Years Longer than
Methuselah,

For ages, and until within a few years,
human life grew shorter. The race started
out with a general endowment of years.
The time was when, according to Bible ac-
counts, people five hundred years old were
not a curiosity. I suppose that parents
mourned over the untimely departure of
t*<2: children, dying three hundred years
old. Methuselah, celebrated in all nurse-
ries and Sunday schools and in common
parlance as the oldest man who had ever
lived, was not the oldest. Nahor, as men-
tioned in Genesis, was seventy years older.
Methuselah was only 969 years, but Nahor
was 1,039 years old. et life, chiefly
through the sins of the ages, got smaller
and smaller, until in the time of Pliny
there were only forty persons 135 vears
old. . corter and shorter became the aver-
age of L.aman lite until the cradle and the

rave were so near together that hardly
§ad the race got out of the one than it feil
into the other. But the tide has turned,
and, thanks to God and thanks to medical
science, the average of human life is en-
larged. The human race has so much more
to do than the brute creation, and yet many
styles ot brute outlive the man. "An ele-
phant has lived 300 years and a whale 400.
A tortoise in the archbishop’s palace at Lam-
beth lived 120 years. Why such creatures
should outlive the human race I cannot un-
derstand. But diseases are being driven
back and the laws of health are being more
thoroughly understood, and I think many
men and women who see the dawn of the
twentieth century will see the dawn of the
twenty-first century. The time is going to
come when it will be no rarity to see nona-
genarian poets, Yhilnnthro ists and his-
torians. hen I see such men working
clear on, almost across the century, I con-
clude that the aged ought to change their
theory aboat the best time to quit. Con-
sidering the increased prolongation of hu-
man life and the additional means for pro-

being, as in the time of the Psalmist, a hand-
breadth, it got down to a finger breadth.
Beside the additional opportunity that is al-
 lowed for work by this prolonged longevity
| thereis an increased opportunity for enjoy-
ment. It is far more interesting to live now
| than in tormer ages. What the old patri-
 archs did with four or five hundred years
| on their hands I know not. There was so
little to see, life must have become awful
monotonous. There were no railroads to
take them to any other place. They had
no better light than a dull candle. Their
next neighbors had lived there as long as
from the time ot the discovery of America
until now. But in our day there is so
much to see and hear as well as so much
to do, that lite is filled with novelties and
entertainments, and while I would not ask
for an earthly residence as long as that of
Nabor or the shorter lived Methuselah, I
would risk, it I had the oppotunity, a
couple ot centuries. But the healthiest
mood and the most christian mood is to be
ready to stay or go, as the Lord decrees it,
and there is nothing that I know of that
can put one and keep one in such a state
of composure and placidity as the christ-
1an religion. We want to wait for sailing
orders if to move to some work in this
world, cheerfully to go at it
it, and if to move to another world, to em-
bark with glowing expectation ota safe
arrival in a port where we shall be greeted
by those who have gone before and where
we shall wait for those who come later.

|

THE REASON FOR IT.

The Disappointment of the Early Days of
Christian Experience.

Many, on enteirng the life of full con-

secration and devotion, are eager to
change the circumstances of their lives for
those in which they suppose that they will
more readily attain a tully-developed char-
acter. Hence, much of the restlessness and
fever, the disappointment and wilfulness
of the early days of christian experience.
Such have yet to learn that out ot myriads
ot circumstances (God has chosen the lot of
each as being specially adapted to develop
the hidden qualties and idiosyncrasies of
each soul whom He loves. Do not, there-
fore. seek to change, by some rash and
wiltul act, the setting and environment of
your hfe. Stay where you are till God as
evidently calls you elsewhere as He has
put you where you are. Abide for the
present in the calling wherein you were
called. Throw upon Him the responsib-
ility of indicating to you the change when
it is necessary for your further develop-
ment. Hi§ln the meanwhile, look deep
into the very heart of every circum-
stance, for its  special message,
lesson or discipline. Upon the way in
which you accept or reject these will depend
the achievements or marring of the Divine
purpose. You complain of the monotony
of your life. Day in, day out, the same
round. Year atter year the same path
trodden to and fro; no horizon; no space
or width; only the same lane of sky be-
tween the high houses on either side. 'What
scope is their ltere for the evolution of noble
character! There is no opportunity to
meditate and achieve great deeds. Yet re-
member that the passive virtues are even
dearer to God than the active ones. They
take the longest learning and are the last
learnt. They consist in patience, submis-
sion, endurance, long-suffering, persistence
in well-doing. They need more courage
and evince greater heroism than those
qualities which the world admires most.
But they can only be acquired in just that
monotonous and narrow round ot which
many complain as offering so scant a chance
of acquiring saintliness.

Flowers for the Sick,

In choosing flowers for the sick, it is not
necessary to pick out the most choice or
the most costly, says a writer on floral
topics. Every flower is beautiful, and
often the common old-fashioned ones are
preferred ; they suggest pleasant thoughts
of former days. As a rule, pretty flowers
are preferred. ‘“Oh, give me something
cheerful,” is often the request at the hos-
pital, and big marigolds, calendulas and
zinnias are the first chosen. It is a good
Flan to have as large a variety in the col-
ection as possible when one is getting
ready for a trip to the hospital. If invalids
find their favorites among the flowers thefr
enjoyment is much greater; besides, the
opportunity to choose is in itself a pleasure.
““It is a great privilege to choose,” I heard
an old lady at one of the asylums say as
she bent over a box of flowers trying to
decide which box to take. Very fragrant
flowers are not always acceptable in a sick
room. “‘I love them, but f’ cannot breathe
so well when they are near me,” | heard
an invalid once say while trying to decide
which bouquet to choose. There are times,
however, when the fragrant flowers have a
special mission. There is often a blind
patient among the invalids. He, too, en-
Joys choosing his flowers, and can only be

tecting it, men and women ought not to
put off their armor as soon as did our im-

guided in his choice by their perfume.

Flowers that last a long time are gener-
ally popular at the hospital. Invalids who
are not seriously sick like to keep their
flowers and to care for them from day to
day. ““Which will last longest ?” is often
a question with them. Marigolds are only
gay but they answer this requirement also’;
pansies, petunias, mignonette, forget-me-
nots and sweet alyssium have this same
attractive quality. Buds that will open in
water are pleasant to have in a sick room.
Itis interesting to an invalid to watch them
develop. It a few slips are mixed with the
flowers they may make the bouquet still
more valuable. I saw a sick girl some
time after she had received a bouquet from
the flower mission and she told me with a
happy smile that she had sent home the
heﬁotrope which was in her buuch of
flowers, and it was still alive.

AN INJUSTICE TO CHILDREN.

How They are anuéhti to Hate Instead of
to Love.

It is not fair to a child, says a recent
writer, to compare him unfavorably with
some little playmate or friend, saying:—
‘Tommy Noddle would not behave so,’ or,
‘Charlie Johnson never acts in that man-
ner.” The effect is to make your little boy
or girl resenttul against Tommy or Charlie,
and the reproot thus administered seldom
tends to the improvement of the child cen-
sured.
An elderly woman died some months ago
after a long illness. A friend of the family,
who made constant kind inquiries, was al-
ways denied admission to her room.
Flowers and daintv dishes. books and
pictures, which this friend sent, were never
received with favor, and at last some one
thought it well to ask the reason. ‘It is
not like you,” she said, ‘to be capricious.
Why do you treat Mrs. —— in this strange
and haughty manner ¥’

A shade came over the invalid’s tace.
‘I bave hated her,’ she replied, ‘ever since
we were both six years old, and she was
held up to me as an example. It is too late
for me to change my opinion now. She
may be a saint or a ministering angel, but
she need not come to see me, for I never
will be able to endure the sight of her.’

This, of course, was an extreme case,
but something like it, less marked in degree,
but equally determinate ot character, otten
bappens where unwise parents stir up strife
between children. b

The better plan is to jzdge and to treat
each little child ;simply 2s an individual.
Comparisons are always odious, when they
show one personas afoil to enother. No
beings are more sensitive to blame than
children, and no passion is so cruel as
Jealousy when we tell one of our children
that he or she is awkward, or clumsy, or
rude, or brusque, as compared with this or
that companion. Praise goes farther than
blame in child-training.

HOW TO KEEP SERVANTS.

A Lady " Who Treated Her Servant Girl
“Like a Christian,”

She made all other woman madly envious
by saying that shehad a jewel of a girl:

others and a deeper sympathy with th
needs can permanently remove. It is in tact
a peculiar phase of egotism, the prevailing
vice ol the age. With those among whom
it prevails you are *‘ no good” it you do
not fall into their views with the greatest
enthusiasm. They have ** no use for you"
if you are not entirely in accord with them.
They only consult their own feelings and
altogether ignore those of others. And the
world is full ot them.

ATRIBUTE TODR. HOLMES

By the Little Blind, Deaf and Damb Girl,
Helen Keller,

One ot the most genuine and heartfelt
of all the tributes to the memory of Dr.
Holmes is undoubtedly that paid by Helen
Keller. As some one spoke to her of him
her beautitul face, an instant mirror of
every mood as it passes, from having been
animated with gaiety. at once became sad
and tender and she remarked in the
straighttorward, earnest unconscious man-
ner in which she utters thoughts that startle
the listener with their breadth and sugges-
tiveness, as well as with the exquisite grace
and perfection ot their form ot expression,
““ I think he was more to me than to most
people because I saw through his eves
and heard through his ears. He revealed
to me the beauty of springtime and taught
me to love the song of birds.” She has sent
a bunch of flowers for the poet's funeral,
with the following words in her own hand-
writing:  ““In loving memory of the dear
friend whose kindness and tender sympathy
have nelped to make my lite glad and
sweet and heautiful  From his little
friend who s-es with the eyes of her soul.
Helen Keller.”

Messagzes of Heln for the Week,
“We tock sweet counsel together and

walked into the house ot God.” Psalm

55 : 14.

““This is the real wherewith ye may cause
the weary to rest; and thisis the refresh-
ing.” Isaish, 28: 12.

“Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy :
when I fall I shall arise.” Micah, 7: 8.

“Who is a God like unt» thee, that par-
doneth iniquity, aud passeth by the tran-
gression.” Micah, 7; 18.

““These things I write unto you" that ye
sin not, and if any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous.” Psalm 2: 1.

“Your sins are forgiven you for Lis
name’s sake.” 1John, 2: 12.

“*What we ye? Shall I come unto you
with a rod, or in love, and in the spirit of
meekness.” 1 Cor., 4: 21,

Act In the Present,

Are not most of us given too much to
holding the grace of God as something for
the next world? Don't we think too much
of religion as a provision for the future, and
of its blessings as things to be gotten in hand
and enjoy only when we reach heaven ? Don't
we fail to appreciate as we ought what
Christ brings us of himself and of grace now,

that she had had her for four years, and
that she had expected to have her forever.
The other woman asked her how she ac-

and which he wants us to use and enjoy in
the present life ? Wouldn’t we commend the
gospel far more effectively to the people of
the world by teaching them that it has to de

comrlished it. and she told them.
*‘1 pay her well,” she announced in the
beginning. *‘I also pay her regularly. It
she wants to send her money home, she
can do so at a given date. She is no more
uncertain about her ealary than my hus-
band is. Her room is pleasant. [t isn't
elaborate, but it is as comtfortable, and
homelike as I could make it. I tell her
exactly what I want done and let her do it
then in her own way

*“The children are not allowed to give
her orders, and they are obliged to treat
her respectifully. I myselt am as polite
as I know how to be to her. I never rep-
rimand her in public. 1 don’t mind let-
ing her see that 1 like her and even telling
her so. I praise her when she deserves
praise. She has company a couple ot
times a week, and she never abuses her
privileges in that respect. Itry to give
her as much freedom as it she were em- ;
ployed in some other capacity. I think |’
my success with ber is an advertisement
for my method.”

The Rights of Others.

That friend is not worthy ot the name who
would not wish his friend to be bappy in
his one way, simply because it was a way
in which he did not wish to walk. There
are few mistakes more unintelligible and
inexcusable than to imagine that because
something is highly amusing and interesting
to us, it must, therefore, be equally so to
others, and upon that supposition to tforce
1t upon them or weary them with its minute
details and our rhapsodies upon it. It is
one of the prevairing forms of social
tyranny, which urge a man to yearn for “‘a
lodge in some vast wilderness,” and which
only a clearer insight into the rights of
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NERVES

“AVER'S
SARSAPARILLA

M. Hammerly, a well-known business man
of Hillsboro, Va., sends this testimony to
the merits of Ayer’s Sarsaparilla: “Several
years ago, I hurt my leg, the injury leaving
asore whichled to erysipelas. My sufferings
were extreme, my leg, from the knee to the
ankle, being a solid sore, which began to ex-
tend to other parts of the body. A tertrying
various remedies, I began taking Ayer’s
Sarsaparilla, and, before I had finished the
first bottle, I experienced great relief; the
second bottle effected a complete cure.’

Ayer’s Sarsaparilla

Prepared by Dr.J.C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass,

with now and this life as well as eternity ana
heaven ? If a man has absolutely boundless
wealth in his possession is he wise to hoard
it all for some future ‘‘rainy day,” or doesn't
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Does Not Give Temporary Relief,
But is an Assured System

Ider.

Indigestion and All Nervous Disorders Lastingly Cured

he act more wisely to draw upon it for
present necessities, and to enjoy and use it
as he goes along ?
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Many of the remedies now administered
are simply appetizers. They are a stimu-
lant for the time boing. They give tem-
porary strength possibly, but are not
system-builders. The constitution that

has become run down through trouble,
overwork, disease, or from whatever
cause, cannot become itself again except
where the system of building-up is begun
at the foundation.

Here it is that marvelous results come
from the use of South American Nervine
Tonie. Starting from the established
scientific fact that the life and health-
fulness of every part and organ of the
body has its origin in the nerve centers,
which are located in the base of the
brain, this great discovery, South Ameri-
can Nervine, acts at once upon the nerve
centers. It does not serve simply as a
soothing draught, ora temporary stim-
ulus to the injured and diseased organs,
It gives the needed strength at the nerve
centers, and this done, the whole system
is toned and built up,

E N.ABBOTT, Agent,
96 Prince Wm, Street, S John, N, B,

A. C. Smith & Co.; 41 Charlotte

MR. W. F. BOLGER, RENFREW, ONT.

Evidence on this point might be pre-
sented by the volume. The subjects of
such a cure are found all over this fair
Dominion. Mr. W, F. Bolger, of Ren-
frew, Ont., tells us in a letter over his
own signature, and dated May 10, that
he has been troubled with indigestion of
a most aggravated character. Terrible
weakness, as well as agonizing suflering
followed. South American Nervine was
brought under his notice, and he decided
on giviug it a trial. The result in his
own words is this : ‘' I found very great
relief from the first couple of bottles ; my
appetite came back and I soon became
strong. I can honestly say that I con-
sider South American Nervine a remark-
able medicine. It cured me of my suf-
fering, which seemed 1ncurable, and had
baffled all former methods and efforts. ™

Language cannot be too strong or posi-
tive when used in setting forth the
merits of this remarkable, scientifie
remedy. It has cured many of the most
dglpemto cases of indigestion and nervous

in the Dominion.

For sale by Chas. McGregor, 37 Charlotte St.; Chas. P. Clarke, 100
King St.; R. E. Coupe, 578 Main St. E. J. Mahone , 38 Main St.
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