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POLITICAL. NOTES. 

A (#lance at the Leading Measures Carried in the 

House of Assembly of New Brunswick, 

from the Year 1854. 

By G. E. FexEry, Fre dericton, N. DB. 

Explanatory, No. 1. 

‘I'ne continuation from Volume First of 

the Political History of New Brunswick, 

may not be considered out of place by pub- 

lishing itin a serial form, from week to 

week, until the whole is completed —say 

from this date down to a comparatively 

recent period—to be followed afterwards 
by some future historian possessing politi- 
cal enthusiasm enough for the undertaking. 
In this way there would be a connected 
Legislative narrative from 1840 onward, 
which in the distant future will be found 

not only of incalculable interest, but of 

great value to the coming politician. Had 
such a work been undertaken, even at the 

beginning of this century, and continued 
down to 1840, when this was commenced, 

we should to-day be in possession of a mine 

of political wealth, which gold could not 
supply—as to what the old school said or 

did, who they were personally, what parts 
they played in the political forum, and 
what their talents and statesmanship, noth- 

ing is known, more than that they made 
laws, no doubt good speeches, monopolized 

all the offices and were looked up to by the 

have the same voice in all appointments 
and in the administration of public affairs. 
No one at the present day can form an 
adequate conception of the struggles 
through which the early Colonial reformers 
passed, leading at one time to a great 
rebellion, that of '37,—except those who 
were present and are now alive to tell the 
story. The Press in those days was less 
confiding in the honesty of party than in its 
principles--nor was it influenced by the re- 
wards, present or prospective, that wait 
upon subserviency. Indeed politicians had 
not arrived at that fine code of ethics,which 
permits the buying and selling of men like 
so many sheep in the shambles. The pub- 
lic moneys were held as a sacred trust for 
legitimate public purposes,—while what is 
now called ** boodleism™ was a term that 
had not yet found place in our vocabulary, 
but which since the days of ‘‘ confedera- 
tion,” or when that great event began, 
teachers and scholars aglore have not been 
long in discovering its meaning and the 
pilfering practices represented thereunder. 
The Conservative party, however wrong in 
their political teachings, according jto the 
canon of their opponents, were men of 
honor and integrity, as much so as those 
whe opposed them and sought their over- 
throw. Things have greatly changed since 
then. Even the honors of ‘‘rank”—known 

THE OLD PROVINCE BUILDING, 

Destroyed by Fire in 1880, wherein were Fought all the Great Battles for Responsible Government. 

masses as very clever men, whether des- 

cended from the Loyalists or ot old CColo- | o 
: | thereto—do not in every case sit upon 

nial stock. The journals of the Legislature, 

from the beginning, provide, it is irue, a 

record of all the proceedings, but these as 
it’is well known, are but the husks and not 

the wheat from which the historian may 
draw political pabulum; from them we 

learn how a member voted upon a particu- 
lar resolution, but why he so voted, or 

the bent of his mind in arriving at a 

important meas- 

entirely in the 
conclusion upon an 

ure, we are left 

dark. The public have not even a connect- 
ed account o the reporters’ work in the 

gallery, in regard to the speeches delivered 
on the floors of the House, prior to the last 

eight or ten years—from the fact that such 

reports were given spasmodically: some 
Sessions would pass by without a Reporter 

being present; sometimes the House of 

Assembly would vote sums to defray such 

expenses ; then other Sessions would pass 

on and no pay be allowed. The effect was 
that in those days publishers of papers 

were teo poor, however rich they may be 

now, to send Reporters from St. John to 

attend the House—hence no published de- 
bates some Sessions ; the thread of contin- 
uity was lost; so that had not the present 
writer been on hand in some way, and kept 

the run of things through friends at the 

Capital, during the thirty years of his 

journalism, it is certain he would be unable 

at this time of day to enter upon and carry 

out the work in which he is now engaged. 

There was a time in the forties and filties 

when the writer was intimately acquainted 

with every member on the floors of the 

louse, through business political relations, 

whether Liberals or Conservatives, and 

theretore had opportunities ot learning 

much that was going on behind the scenes— 

good. bad and indiff-rent- hence he had 

an abundance of grist for his mill. and a 

surplus to lay aside for the future. Enough, 

however, has been preserved to enable him 

to provide all that is necessary or interest- 

ing for the appetite of the political student. 

It will be noticed that in a number of 

cases, the names of members are given on 

a division. This may appear unnecessary 

to the general reader and 1t takes up space. 
but the object is to revive the names of old 

members who have long since passed away, 

and will be of interest to their descendents. 

Again, to many persons who take no in- 

terest in historical matters some of the 

reading may seem dry—but those can pass 

over to other columns. On the whole, how- 
ever, the writer believes that most of the 

readers of Progress will be sufficiently 

interested in those letters to follow them 

up week after week and preserve them as 

they would a book for future reference. 
In those early days the battles fought for 

Responsible Government were more for- 

midable than any since, whether Provincial 

or Federal. They were not mere con- 

tentions for office, upon modern defined 
issues, but for great underlying principles, 

for the uprooting of old practices and old 
prejudices, and the substitution therefor 

of a more equitable order of things—a 

government of freedom, in which every 

man in the country and the Legislature 
should stand upon a fair footing, and thus 
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| to flow from a pure fountain, however 
devious or crooked the paths which lead 

brows iree from unpleasant suspicions. 
Politicians now-a-days stand upon the 
order of their doings as formerly —nor do 
they hesitate about stooping to ignoble 
means for the attainment of selfish ends. 

Such men as the late I.. A. Wilmot and 
Charles Fisher should never be lorgotten 
by a grateful country—for to these two 
gentlemen chiefly we are indebted for the 
system of government of which we are in 
the enjoyment this day. They fought the 
battles of Responsible Government day in 
and day out upon the floors of the Assem- 
bly against most formidable odds—nor did 
they lay aside their weapons until the blows 
they had been dealing for so many vears 
had pierced the armour of their adversar- 
ies and forced surrender. \We read of 
statues being reared in the Upper Prov- 
inces to Politicians whose reputations in 
some cases do not rest upon as solid foun- 
dation as the granite which sustains their 
effigies. let New Brunswick show the 
same spirit, and remember Wilmot and 
Fisher, in enduring brass or marble, upon 
the Banks of the St. John River, in front 
of Fredericton’s Parliament buildings. 

Although some time has elapsed since 
the former publication of Political Notes, 
the subject, it is believed, has not lost its 

"interest by the long delay ; and it might be 
added that it is doubtful if even now it 
would have been resumed, bad it not been 
for the request of many friends and persons 
of prominence, that a second volume should 
appear—such prominent persons for ex- 
ample (from each ot whom I hold, unsolici- 
ted, personal letters) as Hon. T. W. 
Anglin (at one time Speaker of the House 
of Commons) —the Marquis ot Lansdowne 
(when Governor General) —the Rector of 
St. Mary's Church, Rev. W. O. Raymond, 
St. John—the late Joseph W. Lawrence 
ex-Governor, Sir Leonard Tilley—Hon. 
Judge Wilkinson, Miramichi, Dr. 
Stockton, M. P. P., Ex-President of the 
Historical Society, St. John—Collector 
Ruel of the Customs’ Department, St. 
John—the Hon. Judge Steadman, (form- 
erly Postmaster General), and manv others. 
Nor does the writer suppose that it is from 
any literary merit in the work itself that 
this desire for its continuance is thus ex- 
pressed by those geutlemen; but rather 
that a faithful Legislative record, in con- 
densed form, might be preserved for future 
reference, and for the use, as the years go 
on, of members of the louse of Assembly 
who may desire to look into it tor precedent. 

The Old System. 

In order to some understanding of the 
old political system, and as an introduction 
to these letters, the following remarks are 

offered : 
* From the settlement of this Province up 
to the year 1854,—when the system of 

Government under which we now live, was 
first put into operation—the conduct and 
management of public affairs and business, 

and the distribution of patronage, vested in 
the hands, and were under the control of a 

dominant class. The ** family compact,” 

as it was familiarly and systematically styled 
by those outside the pale, was composed of 
men of consideration who, with seats in the 
Executive Council, held all the higher ofi- 
ces to which large salaries were attached. 
The compact was a kind of autocracy—the 
members of which maintained they were 
not amenable for their acts to the people; 
but while holding themselves independent 
of the popular voice, they were subject to a 
bigher power than their own—namely, the 

Lieutenant Governor, who carried out the 
will ot the Colonial Secretary. The Pro- 
vince in the first halt century of its exist- 
ence was in fact governed from ‘Downing 
Street.” Holding their positions and offi- 
ces from the Crown, it was the interest 
of the council to uphold the prerogative in 
the hands of the Lieutenant Governor; and 
it happened that the members of the Ex- 
ecutive seldom resisted any encroachment 
of the (Sovernor on the power it was as- 
sumed they possessed in virtue of their 
positions. If the advice tendered by the 
Council on any grave matter was disre- 
garded by the Governor, because it was 
contrary to the views he himselt held, or 
not in consonance with instructions from 
Downing Street, his Excellency's advisers 
were constrained to yield. This state of 
hy was long held, by the leading spirits 
on the popular side, to be a grave griev- 
ance; and to effect a reform was a work to 

which the rising and ambitious talents 
of the country addressed themselves earn- 
estly and persistently. In 1840 the cry 
for ‘Responsible Government” was loud 
and echoed on the floors of the House. 
Year after year from that date, the agita- 
tion was maintained, ana in conducting it 
some of the ablest men the Province had 
produced took the lead. Not until four- 
teen years after the commencement of the 
Responsible Government reform movement 
did success perch upon the banners of the 
agitators. In 1854 the reins of power 
were for the first time wrested from the 
grasp of those who for halt a century and 
more had tightly held them. Then began 
the system of government by which the 
members of the Executive held office and 
power, not during good behaviour, contin- 
ually, but so long as they could command 
a majority upon the floors of the House of 
Assembly. Their ‘good behavior” is now 
judged by their good performances, not 
only in the capacity of advisers to the 
[Lieutenant Governor, but as originators of 
sound measures for the advancement of the 
best interests of the country. 
These letters usher the dawn of a new 

political era, commencing with the Fall of 
1854, when a strictly party Government 
upon well defined issues, was formed for 
the first time, and has been going on ever 

since, in one continual chain—old links oc- 
casionally being removed and news ones 
substituted— down to the present year— 
1894. The cause of the downfall of the 
Administration of 1854, will be fully ex- 
plained in future articles. The Lieut. 
Governor (Sir Edmund Head) like his 
predecessors, exercised a resolute will: but 
the arms of the reformers in the Assembly 
had gradually been gaming strong nerve- 
force—while the eyes of the people were 
daily being opened wider and wider to the 
realities of the situation, and the semn- 
bondage under which outside intermeddling 
appeared to hold them. The last ounce 
which bore too heavily upon a long patient 
country, at length broke the spell of pas- 
sive obedience, and led to the rupture be- 
tween the reformers in the House and the 
Governor's Council, who were charged, 
tried, condemned and punished for having 
allowed his Excellency to act and decide 
for himself in a grave matter, without 
protesting on their part or resigning their 
seats on account of the usurpation. It was 
assumed that the lesson thus taught, ip the 
defeat of the Government, on account of 
the conduct ot Sir Edmund Head would 
keep future (overnors within the limits of 
their power, and future (Governments up 

to their responsibilities. The coming of 
the new Governor to the Province in the 
autumn of 1854, after the general elections 
which took place in June, was hailed with 
great satistaction by those who expected to 
see the principles ot responsibility fully 
and fairly carried out. The reputation of 
the Hon. Mr. Manners-Sutton, as an 
eminent member on the reform side of the 
House ot Commons, had preceded him 
and high hopes of him were entertained. 
Yet, as will be recounted in these letters 
he too showed a disposition to act in- 
dependently of the advice of his Council 
when a grave (uestion arose between them, 
and that within a year from the time he 
was sworn in. And his successor, Hon. 
Arthur H. Gordon, was also firm set in his 

own opinions, and as little disposed to be 
guided entirely, on matters of moment, by 
bis Council. Bat the disposition of a Gov- 
ernor to act independently was now kept 
in check by a class oft men whom the reform 
agitation had brought to the front, 
and were thorvughly imbued with the new 
theories of government, and determined to 
carry them out in practice. They were 
not satisfied to have the torm without the 
substance—the feathers without the bird. 
And, as it will be seen hereafter, whatever 
governments have come into power since 
1854, they have, when occasion called, 
mamtained their constitutional principles 
by resigning office when the Governor re- 
fused to act upon their advice. These re- 
marks, however, apply to what was formerly 
called ** royal Governors,” sent out from 
England. Since ** Confederation™ our 
Governors are appointed from a class of 
men who better understand the wants and 
habits of the people, and the Constitutional 
rights they possess ; and from baving served 
a thoroughly Colonial Legislative training 
themselves, know how to govern from ex- 
perience, and not from opinions formed on 
the other side of the Atlantic, often at 
variance with the ‘‘ well understood wishes 
of the people” on this side. 

“I'om,” she whispered, ‘suppose I 
should die.” “There's no suppose about 
it,” respond:d Tom: ‘‘you've got to— 
some day.”— Lite’s Calendar. 

want at the present day. 

THINGS OF VALUE. ( 

Take-Notice. 

During the year the space devoted to ad- 
vertising MINARD'S LINIMENT will 
contain expressions of no uncertain sound 
from people who speak from personal ex- 
perience as to the merits of this best of 
Household Remedies. 

C. C. Ricaarns & Co. 

A little girl, hearing it remarked that all 
people had once been childien, artlessly in- 
quired, ** Who took care ot the babies” 

N 

A RUSH 
O stop the hard work 

of wash day—to stop 
the rub, rub, rub and 

tug, tug, tug, to make 

the clothes clean ? Of course 

you are. Then send for 

“SURPRISE SOAP” 
and use the “SURPRISE 

WAY?” without boiling or 

scalding the clothes, «nd save 

\ half the hard work. Have 

The remarkable longevity of Cape Bre- 
ton people may largely be attributed to a 
wholesome fish diet—the quintessence of 
which forms the basis ot—Futtner’s Kmul- 
sion. 

comfort and ease, with clothes neater and cleaner than the ordinary 

way. STOP now a moment to consider if it is any advantage to
 use 

a pure Soap like Surprise, and save yourself, your hands, your clothes. 

You women, my dear. are so kind, and 

in your kindness have such nice perception ; 
you know so well how to be affectionate 
and full of solicitude without appearing to 
be ; your gentleness of teeling is like your 
touch : so light and easy that the one en- 
ables you te deal with wounds of the mind 
as tenderly as the other enables you to deal 
with wounds of the body.—Dickens. 

the Directions 

on the Wrapper. REA 
“I AM 
THANKFUL 
bo AT UNGAR dyed my suit so well, they were 

so nicely done, that now I don’t need a new one, and 

so am able to give my usual Xmas gifts, despite the 

hard times. I am $20.00 in, and I guess I can call 

that my Xmas gift from UNG AR’'S.” 
Go thou, and do likewise. 

The coveted post ot successor to the late 
Sir Andrew Clark as physician to the Pre- 
mier has been given to Dr. Thomas Barlow, 
a well known man at the London hospitals, 
and a learned one withal. He is still quite 
young, that is for a successtul doctor, be- 
ing only about forty-five, and has written 
much on medical subjects for the British 
Museum. 

ALWAYS 

Ask for IslayBlend. 

Ungar’s Laundry and Dye Works, 

28-34 WATERLOO ST., St. John, N. B. 

£ and send your Parcels to UNeAR’s Steam Laurdry and Dye Works, 

bo BE SUR St. John, (Waterloo street); Telephone 58. Or Halifax: 60 to 70 

’ Barrington street. They will be done right, if done at 
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3 Zz | Charles Dickens’ Complete Works—15 vols 

: 5 Given for one new or renewal subscription and $4.50 
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We have no premium that 1s so great a bargain as our Set of Dickens in 15 volumes ; 

handsome cloth binding, plain large print with 257 illustrations. 1s set of books is 

listed at $15. but usually sells for the bargain retail price $7.50. Our price to old or 

new subscribers wth a years subscription 1s $6.50. 

:| PROCRESS cando 
b: | it for vou well, reason- 
3 ably and quickly. 

New Yost Typewriter? 
IMPORT ORDERS SOLICITED PRINTING T. WILLIAM BELL, - - ST. JOHN, N. B. 

SULE AGENT FOR NEW BRUNSWICK. 

Have You Seen the 
If you purchase a typewriter 

without seeing the New Yost 

you will make a very great mis- 
take. If you buy after having 
seen it there is no danger of your 

making a mistake, you will have 
nothingelse. It is thelatest and 

best machine, has all the good 

points of its predecessors, none 

of their defects, and it is full of 

new ideas and improvements pe- 
culiar to it alone. Stenograph 
ers and experienced operators 
are unanimous in praising it. 
No antiquated Log Cabin 

with lean-to attachments. The 
same old ink ribbon, double 
scales and rickety print will not 
pass in this electric age. Some- 
thing all modern architecture, 
with electric bell and all the new 
conveniences, is what the people 

WHAT MUST 
BAD AILIGINIMEINT. 
IT.T.EFEGIBILE: WORIs. 
F'OUIL INI RIBBONS. 
BOTHERSOME SHIFT IE EYS. 
DOUBLE SCALES, ETC. 

are no longer to be tolerated or pardoned. THE NEW YOST has abolished 

them and no other machine can retain them and live. 
2 Sccond hand ribbon and shift key machines for sale cheap. 

IRA CORNWALL, General Agent for the Maritime Provinces, 
BOARD OF TRADE BUILDING, St. John, or the following Agent 

Messrs. R. Ward Thorne, St. John; A. 8. Murray, Fredericton, N. B.; J.T. Whitlock, St. Stephen; W. B. Morris, St. Andrews; J. Fred Benson, Chathum 

John L. Stevens, Moncton; Clifford W. Robinson, Moncton; H. A. White, Sussex; A.M. Iloare; Knowles’ Book Store Halifax; J. B. Ditmars, 

Clementsport, N. S.;D. B. Stewart, Charlottetown, P. E. I.; Dr. W. P. Bishop, Bathurst, N. B.; C. J. Colemanj** Advocate’ office of Sydney, C. B.; 

J. Bryenton, Amherst; W. F* Kempton, Yarmouth N.S.; Chas. Burrell & Co., Weymouth, N. 8.; T. Carleton Ketchum, Woodstock. 
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Clarence E. Casey, Amherst, N 8.; E. M. Fulton, Truro, N.S. 4 
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