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WOMAN and HER WORK. 
I suppose there are few things in this intention of making one of the family party. 

world easier than to make promises, in tact | But still. I don’t think this state of affairs is 

it is often so much easier to make them 

than not, that poor humanity walks into the | 

trap which seems always open for its un-| 

suspecting feet, yields to temptation and is 

lost, swamped in a sort of (uagmire of 

hastily given, and heartily regretted pro- 

mises. “But” says the critic “No well 

balanced person ever makes rash promises 

and to do so is a sure sign ot a weak mind.” 

Very true my learned friend but then I am 

atraid the world is very largely peopled 

with weak minded persons and the well 

balanced ones exist only in the same pro- 

portion towards the others as the raisins in 

a boarding school pudding offer to the 

amount of dough contained in the original 

stricture. 

The extremely tragile texture of which 

the average promise is composed, has long 

been a matter of comment and regret to all 

careful students of human nature and their 

opinion has become crystalized into the 

cynical old saying, ‘Promises are like pie- 

crust, made to be broken.” 

Now, I am very certain that if I, or any 

other bold writer were to accuse the large 

majority of people who promise, and 

aightway forget all about it, of telling 

deliberate falsehoods, the majority in ques- 

tion would be very indignant, but 1 am 

afraid that is what it amounts to stripped of 

all figures of speech,and in what Oscar Wilde 

would call, **bludgeon pointed language.” 

I know just how natural it is when Mrs. 

Smith admires the lovely piece of fancy 

work you have just finished, or your own 

especial chum goes into raptures over the 

dainty placque you have just painted, to 

say, “Do you really think so; Why I 

shall be delighted to copy it for you,” much 

more natural to some dispositions than to 

take the praise quietly and say nothing; 

you are pleased and flattered by the 

genuine admiration your friends express, 

and you feel as if you must make them some 

immediate return for it, your vanity is 

gratified too, snd you would like them to 

possess'a specimen of the work they con- 

sider so far beyond the average. But when 

the time to redeem the promise comes, 

things do look so very different, that 

fancy work, or that painting required a 

good deal of time to accomplish, even 

when 1t was for yourself, and possessed all 

the charm of novelty, but now it is quite 

an old story, and you know all about the 

tedious details, which seem to rob the 

second performance of the task of all'in- 

terest ; beside that it is impossible to get 

the requisite time now, it was hard enough 

before, when you were willing to make 

various sacrifices in order to secure it, but 

now there is no use in trying, so you 

finally stop doing so, and: salve your con- 

science with ‘the resolution that the very 

first centre piece you can manage to em- 

broider, Mrs. Smith shall have, and as 
soon as you can beg, borrow or steal the 

necessary time, you will paint a placque 

tor your friend which shall so ‘far eclipse 

the one she first sdmired, as the sun 

eclipses the moon in glory. So the time 

goes by, and the promise you gave so 

enthusiastically and in such good faith 

adds one more to the list of good inten- 

tions which are stored up in the lower 

regions for use when the pavement needs 

repairing. 

I do not wish to condemn the people who 

make rash promises, or to set myself up 

against them in any way ; indeed the mak- 

ing of the promise can scarcely be called a 

fault, because the impulse that prompts it 

is nearly always a generous one, and the 

more unselfish, and warm hearted the na- 

ture, the more inclined is the owner thereof 

to promise more than she can perform. I 

‘ay ‘‘she” because of course [ am writing 

for girls now, and also becausa I am afraid 

our sex is much more given to promising 

beyond their ability to fulfill, than the other 

and sterner halt of humanity. We are 

less practical and more prone to let our 

hearts run away with our judgment. But 

it is in the non-performance of our obliga- 

tions that the error lies; it looks so feasible 

and so easy when the generous offer to do 

some service for a friend, is first made, but 

#uen the obstacles begin to loom up on a 

closer inspection, and the size of the under- 

taking confronts us a very real regret that 

we did not think twice before we spoke, 

takes the place of our enthusiasm and our 

friend would probably take little pleasure 

in our gift if she had the least idea of the 

inconvenience it had caused us. 

I am afraid that we, the grown up por- 

tion of humanity, have become so accus- 

tomed to the polite fictions of society. that 

we pay little more attention to the most 

generous of promises than we do to a gen- 

eral invitation to dinner or tea; both sound 

well, but neither means vexy much, and a 

courteous acknowledgment of the offered 

kindness is all that is expected or required ; 

but all the same we never expect to sec 

that pattern our hostess so kindly offered 

to cut from her own garment for us, or to 

receive the plant she promised to grow from 

the first slip that came upon her own choice 

exotic, any more than we expect to take 

her at her word, and arrive unexpectedly 

&t her home some evening just as dinner is 

being put on the table, and announce your 

at all right. I think a promise should not 
be rashly mide, but once made it should be 
kept ii possible; and nothing but real ill- 

ness or s yme unforeseen circumstance should 

be allowed to interfere with its fulfilment. 
But above and before all things else let 

the promises which are made to children 

be held sacred, the poor little souls have 

not vet had the advantage of mingling in a 
hollow world where words mean nothing 

and language is used to conceal thoughts. 
They, at least, believe what is told them, 

and it is of the greatest importance that 
their faith should be retained as long as 

possible. So be sure and give them what- 

ever you have promised, whether it be a 
cookie or a spanking, if you wish to retain 

their respect. They have excellent memor- 

ies, and it you assure them that if they are 

good children while you are away you will 
bring them home a supply of taffy they 
won't see the logical impossibility of your 
knowing whether they are good or not in 

time to purchase the promised reward be- 
fore you return, but they will r- member 

the promise all right, and long before you 
reach your own door you will see their 

eager little faces pressed against the win- 

dow watching for you, and if you have not 
remembered that candy—well, you are 

either going to wish the sidewalk would 
open and swallow you up, or else you are 

a meaner woman than any I have met with 

yet. 

Now, girls, I don’t mean to preach a 

New Year's sermon to you, because I have 

very little faith in sudden resolutions, but 

suppose we all think the matter over, and 
resolve to try and make fewer promises, 

but to keep those we do make ? 

Concerning the question [ ventured to 

propound some months ago, as to whether 

women are naturally cruel or not, and 
which called down upon my audacious 

head some very severe criticism, I have 

lately recieved some very startling evi- 

dence, which, I am sorry to say, seems to 

be of a confirmatory nature, and as it was 

not of my own seeking, but came to me 
quite accidently, I will give it in the nar- 

rator’s own words : — 

“When I was in Chicago last autumn,” 

said one ot the few men I have met, who 

managed to see anything at the great ex- 

hibition ot last year, or at anv rate, to see 

anything he could come home and des- 

cribe intelligently—*I made up my mind 
that whatever else | was obliged to miss, I 
would take time to go through Armour’s 

establishment from end to end. 
ways had a great desire to see that won- 

derful product of the nineteenth century 
enterprise, and though I dreaded the 
slaughter houses, I was determined not to 
leave them out of my programme; you 
know how I detest to see anything hurt, 
but I wanted to satisfy myself that the 

work was done in as humane a manner as 
possible, and besides that the trip through 
the buildings would not have been 

complete it the slaughter houses 
had been left out: so I smothered my dis- 
inclination for the scene, and went into the 

yards just as the slaughter was about to 

begin. You need not be alraid, or wave 

your hands at me Astra; I am not going 
to tell you anything about the manner in 

which the poor beasts were disposed of. I 
did not enjoy the scene much more than 

you would have done yourselt! What I 
wanted to tell you was this—the thing that 
surprised me most of all was the number 

of ladies who occupied positions in that 
gory enclosure! They stood around in 
little groups, and evinced as much interest 

in the proceedings as any of the men. 
When the slaughter began and the cattle 
were falling by scores, I confess to a curi- 

ous feeling of sick faintness, and I glanced 
keenly at the ladies near me, both to see 

how they were affected by the scene, and 

also to offer them assistance in case any of 

them fainted ; but to my surprise not ome 

turned her head away when the even 

crashing blows—all right! 1 won't 

then—they watched the proceedings 

with the keenest interest, and not an eyelid 

seemed to quiver, as the work went on, 

and when I left the enclosure most of the 

ladies were still there. There was no 

doubt about their being ladies, they looked, 

acted and spoke like refined and cultivated 

women, and if they had been agents of the 

S. P. C. A., delegates of the W. C. T. U., 

or representatives of any society whatever 

I could have understood their presence in 

such a place, but they were neither the one 

nor the other, and came to the slaughter 

pens out of pure curiosity. I cannot un- 

derstand such curiosity and I confess such 

an incident is calculated to destroy a good 

many of the romantic fancies a man may 

have indulged in with regard to lovely wo- 

man’s tenderness of heart and reluctance to 

witness scenes of horror.” 

My informant is one ot the most humane 

of men. one who is not ashamed to pick up 

a June bug or a beetle carefully in his 

handkerchief and put it out of doors, when 

it is annoying him, instead ot stamping on 

it as most men would, or dropping it into 

the lamp chimney to roast slowly to death, 

as I have seen lovely woman do; so I am 

not surprised that the incident I have re- 
lated made about as strong an impression 
upon his mind as anything else he saw at 

the great Fair. 
What do you think ot that little story 

girls, as direct evidence of feminine crael- 
ty, and, it [ must say it, teminine depravity? 

I only hope there were no Canadian women 
amongst the number who looked coolly on, 
while the meek eyed, patient beasts fell 

under the butcher's axe. Fancy any man 

who was in love with a girl, and thought 

her almost too pure and sweet and perfect 
to live in this world at all, hearing from 
her own lips when he made his usual even- 

ing call upon her, that she had been at the 

slaughter houses that day, and watched the 
killing! Or worse still having some man 
friend tell him— “I saw your friend Miss 

Blank at the slaughter pens, at Armour’s 

to-day, and she seemed to enjoy the per- 

formance immensely.” Faugh! how I 

should hate such a girl it [ were a man, 

and it were my wite!—well I really think 

there would be a sensation in high lite, be- 

cause I am sure the temptation to box her 

ears well would prove too much for me. 
Will some kindly disposed reader, who 

knows tnore about the manners and customs 

of mission boards than I do, kindly tell 

“ Cinderella” where she should write for 
information concerning the sending out of 

missionaries? It will be a kindness both 

to my correspondent and myself. With 

reference to ‘* Cinderella's" second ques- 
tion I must answer both yes and no, because 

my reason and common sense both forbid 
my believing in fortune telling. but yet I 

have known some such remarkable instan- 
ces of fortune telling, that I cannot help 

thinking there may be more in the art than 

we think. 
fortune tellers in St. John, but I only know 
of one—the renowned ** Professor” unter ; 

at least he used to be bear, and I have 
never heard of his removal. Many thanks 

for ** Cinderella's” very kind wishes. I 
am sorry I could not give her more inform- 

ation about the mission board. 

I bad al- | 

ASTRA. 

LIFE OR DEATH! 

When the Hungry Ask for Bread, 

Shall ‘They Receive 

| a Stome ? 

When the Sick Seek a Care. will 

They De Given a Medicine 10 

Increase Their Sufferings ? 

Beware of the Recommenda- 

tion, ‘‘Just as Good!” 

Paine’s Celery: Compound, the World's 

Great Healer and Life-Giver. 

When a child asks his father tor bread, 
will he receive a stone? When a poor and 
famishing mortal asks for food to appease 
the gnawing pangs ot hunger, will he be 
given something that will add to suffering 
or end his life? 

Fortunately for the deserving poor of 
our country, we have very few in our midst 
who are callous and indifferent to want, 
famine and distress. When the hungry 

honest response that is creditable to all 
classes of our population. 

Notwithstanding the fact that our people 
are charitably disposed and ever ready to 
relieve poverty, we regret to say that there 
are men in our midst—business men, too— 
who do not hesitate to take advantage of 
men and women who are brought low by 
disease and suffering, and whose lives are 
in peril. : 

These business men (we thank Heaven 
they are few in number) wilfully and delib- 

erately withhold from the sick and afflicted 
the only remedy that can meet their cases 
and give a new life ; and will take the money 

of their victims for medicines they recom- 
mend because of the immense profits they 
make, never taking a thought for the pre- 

cious life of the buyer. or caring whether 
pain and suffering is even alleviated for one 
short hour. 

This unbusiness-like, unmanly and un- 

worthy policy is followed by some dealers 
when Paine’s celery compound is plainly 
and distinctly asked for. This dishonest 

practice of substituting—recommending— 
somethiny just as good is carried on be- 

cause Paine’s celery compound does not 

pay as large a profit as inferior and worth- 
less preparations ; : x 

When the sufferer goes or sends to such 
selfish and profit-loving dealers for Paine’s 
celery compound (a medicine which is as 
necessary for the cure of disease as is 

bread for the appeasing of hunger), he is 

met with the remark. politely uttered, “I 

have something else just as good ;” and the 

buyer is often induced to take a decoction 
that adds to an already heavy burden of 
misery and suffering. 

It is well that our Canadian people 
should know that there is nothing in this 
world as good as Paine’s celery compound ; 
nothing else can cope effectually with rheu- 

matism, neuralgia, dyspepsia, indigestion, 
impure blood, headache, and all the 

troubles that are making men and women 

weak, nervous and sleepless. 
Any honest and straightforward dealer 

will supply you with earth's best medicine ; 

I daresay there are plenty of 

ask to be filled, there is always a noble and | 
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Some 
Lines of Reliable Footwear that we would 
to dispose of before stock taking. 

like 

With that 
end in view we will sell them at much less than 

usual prices. 

They consist of Women’s Felt House Shoes and 
Buskins ; Bright Buff Shoes, warm, lined gore 

fronts ; German [‘elt Slippers, all kinds ; 
You casins and Skating Boots. 

Moc- 

can obtain 

NO BETTER VALUE FOR THE PRICES THAN WE ARE GIVING IN THESE GOODS. 

WATERBURY & RISING, 
84 ITing, 212 Union St. 

WH EN strength, 
smoothness and 
lustre are required 

Silk and Twist has no 
equal. It imparts a 
finish to a garment 
which is to be attained 
by no other means. 
Ladies prefer it, Dress- 
makers recommend it. 

they will never try to force you to take 
something else that would give them larger 
profits. Go, therefore, for Paine’s celery 
compound to the man who has a regard for 
your judgment and your necessities ; he 
will gladly and willingly give what you ask 
for. 

In the past many have traded on the 
reputation and wonder!ul success of Paine’s 
ceiery compound, by putting up mixtures 
to take the place of the genuine article, 
All such attempts are made to deceive and 
draw profits that can never be made when 
Paine’s celery compound is sold. 
Look well to the cartoon and bottle : see 

that the word **Pain¢’s” and the *‘Stalk of 
Celery” appear on what you purchase. To 
the sick and suffering this importint matter 
means life or death. 

THINGS OF VALUE. 

There is a great deal of talk about a 
great ‘miany things that there is mighty lit- 
tle in. 

Take-Notice. 

During the year the space devoted to ad- 
vertising MINARD'S LINIMENT will 
contain expressions of no, uncertain sound 
from people who speak. from personal ex- 
perience as to the merits of this best of 
Household Remedies. 

C. C. Ricaarps & Co. 

Don't measure things from the point.ot 
your own: specialty. The man who ¢an’t 
drive a horse may be able to run a 10.000 
ton steamship. 

‘A stitch in time, te.” Take a bottle 
of Puttner’s Emulsion at once. Fifty cents 
spent on that now may save much suffering 
and loss of time, as well as a large doctor's 
bill bye and bye. 

Do not get angry because a min makes 
an ass of himself, Doubtless he enjoys it, 

and surely you would not deny enjoyment 
even to the meanest creature. 

THE SAME MAN, 
Well Dressed, 

fills a much higher place in the estimation of even 
his friends, than when thoughtlessly and indifter- 
ently clothed. 

Newest Designs, 
Latest Patterns. 

A. R. CAMPBELL, Merchant Tailor, 

64 Germain Street. 
(1st door south of Kings.) 

A Good Move 
and a Fine Store 

JAMES S. MAY & SON. 
Tailors, 

Have removed from the Dom- 

ville Building to 68 PRINCE 
WM. STREET, store lately 
occupied by Estey & Co. 

Telephone No. 748. 

HACKNOMOR 
CURES 

COUGHS AND GOLDS 
QUICKLY, 

SAFELY, 
PLEASANTLY. 

All Bruggists sell it. Prepared by 

G. A. MOORE, St. Juin, X. B. 

Use Ram Lal’s. 
Full weight in every package. 

AT ALL GROCERS 

SWITHOUT "REASON, WITHOUT AC- 

TION AND!WITHOUT SPEECH FOR 
THREE YEARS.” 

Dr. J. GorpoN BENNETT, Halifax.—After the re- 

marka ale cure in your treatment of my son, I would 

be doing wrong not to make it known to the public. 

He was confined to his bed three years) without 

speech or action, Ile can now work, 

appetite and reason returned. Age thirty years. 
JOIIN CARLAND. 

P. S.—Mr. Carland is one of the oldest settlers, is 

a J.P. and no one b tter known in the district. 

Stomach and}liver pads 
from £1 to $3 absorption 
baths, 30 cents, Electrical 
belts, Digesters, insoles, 
ete , Liquid food, Sup- 
positories, no case of dis- |= 
ease but wnat will exper- 
ience the benefitin a few 
hours and make a lasting 
cure in a very short 
time especially in the se- 
verest forms of par. 
alysis and nervous debil- 
ity. 2 

— 00000 — 

Address No. 8 and 9 

Pugsley B'ldg. . 

St. John, N. B. 

ls your HOUSE, your FURNI- 
TURE, your STOCK Insured ? 

IF NOT, WHY NOT? 

when such a good and reliable Company as the 

Western Asuurance Co., 
will gladly give you security from FIRE 

al current rates. 

R. W. W. FRINK, 
Prince Win. Street, 

General Agent for N. B. 

The = Sun, 
The first of American Newspapers 

CHARLES A. DANA, Editor. 

The American Constitution, the Amer- 

ican Idea, the American Spirit. These first, 

last, and all the time, forever! 

The Sunday Sun 
is the greatest Sunday News- 

paper in the world 

Price 5c.a copy; by mail $2a year, 

Daily, by mail - - $6 a year, 

Daily and Sunday, by 

ell, =~ ~~ a year, 

The Weekly, - - - $1 a year, 

Address THE SUN New York. 

hai a good, 

y and 

Canadian Express Go. 

General Express Forwarders, Shipping 

Agents and Custom House Brokers. 

Forward Merchandise, Money and Packages of 
every description; collect Notes, Drafts, Accounts 
and Bills, with goods (C. O. D.) throughout the 
Dominion of Canada, the United States and Europe. 
Special Messengers daily, Sunday excepted, over 

the Grand Trunk, Quebec and Lake St. John, Que- 
bec Central, Canada Atlantic, Montreal and Sorel, 
Napanee, Tamworth and Quebec, Central Ontario 
and Consolidated Midland Railways, Intercolonial 
Railway, Nothern and Western Railway, Cumber- 
land Railwav, Chatham Branch Railway, Steamship 
Lines to Digby and Anappolis and Charlottetown 
and Summerside, P. E. I., with nearly €00 agencies. 
Connections made with responsible Express Com- 

yanies covering the Eastern, Middle, Southern and 
Vestern States, Manitoba, the Northwest Territor- 

| ies and British Columbia. 
Express weekly to and from Europe via Canadian 

| Line of Mail Steamers. 
| Agency in Liverpool in connection with the for- 
warding system of Great Britain and the continent. 
Shipping Agents in Liverpool, Montreal, Quebec 

and Portland, Maine. 
Goods in bond promptly attended to and forwarded 

with despatch. 
Invoices required for goods from Canada, United 

States or Europe, and vice versa. a 

J. R. STONE, Agent. 
H.C. CREIGHTON, Ass. Supt. - 

DOMINION EXPRESS 
COMPANY, 

(Via C. P. R. Short Line) 
Forward Goods, Valuables and Money to all parts 
of Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba, Northwest Territor- 
ies, British Columbia, China and Japan. Best con- 
nections with England, Ireland, Scotland and all 
parts of the world. 

Offices in all the Principal towns in New Bruns- 
wick and Nova Scotia. 

Operating Canadian Pacific R’y and branches, In- 
tercolonial R’y to Halifax, Joggins R'y, New Bruns- 
wick and P. E. I. R’y, Digby and Annapolis, con- 
necting with points on the Windsor and Annapolis 
Railway, Elgin & Havelock R'y. 

Handling of Perishable Goods a Specialty. 

Connect with all reliable Express Companies in 
the United States. Eight hours ahead of all com- 
peting Rxpngees from Montreal and points in 
Ontario and Quebec. 

| Lowest Rates, Quick Despatch and Civility. 

E N. ABBOTT, Agent, 
96 Prince Wm, Street, S John, N. B. 

SPECTACLES, 
EYE GLASSES, 
OPERA GLASSES, 
iin @ 

CLOCKS ANDIBRONZES. 
SILVER-CG00DS, 

JEWELLRY, 
eee pin 

WATCHES AND DIAMONDS, 
AT 43 KING ST,, 
FERGUSON & PAGE, 


