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IN THE HEREAFTER WORLD. 

AMONG THE HINDU WOMEN 

Interesting Letter From Hon, Winifriede 

Sugden to a St, John Lady, 

The following letter from Hon. Wini- 
friede Sugden, Zenana missionary in 

Bengal from 1862 to 1801, was written to 

Mrs. I. W. Daniel of this city. 

Sugden’s words will be read with deep 

terest by all who are interested in mis- 
sionary work : 

It has been justly said of India's women 

that they are unwelcome at birth, untaught 
in childhood, unloved in girlhood, enslaved 

when married, accursed when widows, and 

uniamented when dead. Can we Christian 

women who have known what it is to be 
loved ever since we were born, refuse to 

obey our Divine Master's command ‘‘Do 
untgadihers as ye would that they should 

do unto you"? If only in gratitude for the 

position we hold as Christian women we 
ought to send the message ot love and sal- 

vation to those Hindu women who sit in 

darkness, whose very light is darkness—a 
darkness we women in Christain countries 

know nothing of. Until early in 1891 
when the ‘‘age of consent” law was passed 

forbidding the betrothal of girls before 
twelve years of age, the daughters of India 
wa rirequently betrothed at a few months 
old—often to anything in the shape of a man 
that the father could get hold of—idiots, 

lepers, cripples were married to these little 

children and too, as the body of a dead 
Bramhan priest was being carried to the 

burning ghant, fathers would bring out 

their little daughters and marry them to 

this dead body, so that he might say his 
daughter was a priest's widow : his position 

in the village would be raised if he could 

say he was a Bramban priest's father-in- 

law. After the ceremony when the body 
was carried on to the next village for the 

same farce to be enacted if necessary, the 
little daughter was a widow—to be cursed, 

tortured and degraded as long as God let 
her live in this world, or until some white- 

faced woman for the Master’s sake carried 
news to the so-called widow of that Master 

and his power to heel and raise those with 
no hope in this life and not much for the 

next beyond the hope ot (sod in lis mercy 

letting them be born a cow and not one of 
the lower animals in their next birth into 

this world. 
As a married woman a Hindu lady's life 

is miserable. She is entirely in the power 
of her mother-in-law, she has no education | 

(at present one in every eight hundred is 
being educated among the women of India), 
nothing but her jewels to amuse herself 

with, shut up with her sisters-in-law in ths 
smallest, darkest and worst room in the 
house, never allowed to walk even on the 

flat root until it is dark. The Hindu lady 

passes her life with nothing to do atter she 
has cooked her husband's food but to quar- 
rel with those women who are shut up with 
her. One Hindu lady when asked by a 

missionary lady how she passed her time, 
said, “I sit one side of the room until | 

am tired, and then get up and sit the oth- 
er.” What must it be in these women's 

lives to have the regular visits from the 
white-faced woman, to be taught reading, 
working, and anything else the poor un- 

tutored mind can take in, and above all 
hear ot the life beyond the grave when all 
cruelty and tyranny will be passed away 
for them? Can we who are educated and 
have (iod’s word in our hands refuse to go 

or send what God in His mercy and love 

bas given us, to those women in their belp- 
lessness ? 

the father constantly curses the mother and 
child, and his one idea if a good betrothal 

cannot be arranged for is to get rid of her. 
I was told by a missionary in Peshawur 
that the Mahommedan fathers leave their 

daughters to die on the floor shut into a 
room. You can imagine the mother sit- 
ting ard listening to her baby crying itself 

to death of starvation. The Hindu fathers 
put their little girls constantly out at night 
to be devoured by wild beasts, and it they 

do let them live a tew years and if the chil- 
dren do not die a natural death, they are 
constantly put out of the way by poisoning 
with opium—for it is ** only a woman less 
in the world. When in India’l read an 
account of the statistics of deaths sent in to 
the government, and it was remarked in the 
Enghish paper, that about 2,000 girls had 
been sent in as destroyed by wild beasts in 
a year in one part of India, but not one 
boy. In Amabai’s book she says: ‘* Even 
the wild beasts are against women in India 
and take only the baby girls; ” 300 baby 
irls were destroyed by wolves in one year 

in the town of Amritzur, and no boy. 
In all the years I worked among the 

women of India I never saw a Hindu lady 
laugh—they have not the wish to laugh, 
they smile or perhaps giggle but in a Hindu 
village you never hear a woman's bright 
happy laugh. Friends have otten from 
India told me that they have seen women 
laugh. So have I, the women belonging 
to the different Christian denominations 
and the low caste women who work as 
nurses and maids among the English in In- 
dia and who are perhaps the only native 
women seen by civilians and planters in 
India, can laugh merrily but I am speak- 
ing of the 40,000,000 high born women to 
whom it is a disgrace to be seen by any 
man but their fathers or husbands, who 
never go outside their zenana unless covered 
up in what we should call a box—who are 
never educated by their own people, who 
are never spoken lovingly to as they are 

Miss | 

nly wo men, ard who never laugh because 
they have nothing to laugh about—who 
have sometimes said that our Bible must 
have been written by a woman as no man 
could write so kindly of women as women 
were written of in the Bible. A Hindu 

| may kill his old mother because she is not | 
| worth the food she eats, he may kill his 
| wite on any pretext whatever, he may put 

beasts and there is no punishment tor him 
by the Hindu law, mothers, wives and 
daughters are only women! but it a Ilindu 

| man’s cow dies of old age he has to ander- | 
go a punishment to make him take more 
care of those left—there is redress for a 
cow but none for a woman by the Hindu 

1891 at any age after birth (now not until 

Christian women in our happy lives dare 
re-echo that sentence and go on in our own 
selfishness and thoughtlessness when we 
know the truth and that God does know? 
That he expects us to do what we can to 
send help to the 120,000.000 women in 
India, 253,000,000 ot whom are widows, 
(about 30,000 under nine years of age) all 
castes suffer alike—rich and poor. high- 
born or low caste, young or old when they 

get to seven or eight years of age they 
have to suffer aswidows. No widow by the 
Hindu law can ever marry again and there 
are now ome in every Six women 
widows in India. They are accursed 
for as long as God lets them live in 
this world, forced” to tast every 
eleventh day of the decrease of the moon 
and every eleventh day of the increase 
of the moon, trom either food or water. 

that always hing over them, a ceaseless 
torture that tu.) can never get accustomed 
to—think of 1t yourselves you happy 
Christian women who when the temper- 
ature in your Christian land reaches to 50 
or 0 in the shade think it neccessary to 
have constant iced drinks and feel injured 
it everything is not at hand at once the 
minute it is wanted if you are thirsty, think 
of the 23 millions of your fellow-creatures, 
made by the same Creator, for 24 hours at 
a time, once a fortnight from 6 p. m., one 
day to 6 p. m., the next, being kept from 
tood or water with the temperature for six 
months in the year constantly up to 120 or 
130 in the shade. ‘‘Iastings,” ill-treat- 
ment aud galling humiliations” are the 
words used by a well known Zenana mis- 
sionary lady to describe the way these 
23,000,000 widows are treated in their so- 
called homes by their relations and friends. 

Never having a kind loving word is the 
usual lot of these widows unless the white- 

| taced woman goes in the name ot her 
Master to raise and comfort the fallen. A 
Hindu gentleman said that ‘The Hindus 

| are not afraid of the mission school for 

the mission books tor they need not read 
them, nor of the preaching for they need 
not listen, but they are atraid of the foreign 

When a little daughter is bern | 

| win their way into the homes and hearts of 
| the women.” 
faced women who win their way into the 
hearts of the women of india ? How many 
are there? Are they going out in crowds 

| with their hearts tull of gratitude and love 
tor the Savior who has done so much for 
them ? looking tor truit unto life eternal 
among the heathen and hastening the 
coming of the Lord. There are about 
290,000,000 natives in India, there is one 
Protestant missionary to every 3,000,000 
natives. In the district ot Multan in the 
Punjab, with a population of 3,000,000 
there are | believe 4 English missionaries 
at work in a district as large as lLngland. 
The average ot deaths is 20 a minute 
among the natives of India. Will you add 
this up and see how many ot your 
fellow-creatures in that vast country are 
passing into eternity without any know- 
ledge of their Creator as ther Redeemer. 
What Christianity has done for the natives 
of India must be seen to be understood. 

I had a day school in the Muddea district 
for high-born little Hindu girls, daughters 
some of them of rich men, five years was 
the age at which they first came to school, 

| there was only one who was ever allowed 
to stay until she had completed her 16th 
year. There were about eighty names on 
the roll when 1 lett India, the daily at- 
tendance was about fi'ty. I never saw one 
of those little women laugh, they would 
smile in a sad quiet way and play quietly 
with the dolls 1 gave them, but the diff- 

erence between Hindu girls and native 
Christian girls was always noticed by any 
one fresh from England. The Hindu girl 
is not recognized as a ch ld in her tather's 
house and made to feel bitterly that she 
was a thing not wanted there, and to be 
get rid of as speedily as possible, and the 
Christian child who knew she was cared for 
with her bright happy face and merry 
laughter, treated as a human being and 
not as a *‘thing.” 
Then about medical work, I believe that 

there are not altogether thirty medical 
missionaries working at this moment in In- 
dia among the 120,000,000 women and that 
includes all sent from America and Europe. 
35 to 15 percent of the women in India die 
when their little ones are born of fever and 
tetanus owing to the cruel way they are 
treated by their ignorant nurses. What with 
whole-sale murder and neglect or ill-treat- 
ment when they are ill they are only about 
120,000,000 women to about 170,000,000 
men. Is there ary other country in the world 
where the prephesie is the same. There 
are several Hospitals belonging to the 
Church of England Zenana Missionary 
Society, one in Amritzur in charge of Miss 
Hewlett, there were I believe in and out 
atients none year numbering 7,500. 
n other medical missions there are just 
the same crowds of patients who would be 
left to die if there were no proper medical 
help. In Toronto diocese the ladies are 
doing their best to support a medical mis- 
sionary tor the women of India, in the 
Niagara diocese. Mrs. Hamilton has 
kindly said she will do what she can 
to send me yearly support from the 
ladies in that diocese. Ladies also in 
Montreal, Ottawa, London and other places 
have kindly promised to send us still further 
donations towards building and supporting 
the Hospital, I hope, please God to have 
in the Nuddea District, Bengal. It seems 

law. Then let us see what itis to be a | 
widow in India, betrothed up to February | 

twelve years of age) if their husbands died | 
a week after the wedding they were counted | 
widows and as they themselves say “(od | 
does not know what we suffer” —do we | 

they need not learn, they are not afraid of | 

women and the medical missionaries who | 

What about the white- | 

A fruitful subject for thought with all | 
christians who have loved and lost is the 

recognition of friends in Heaven, and all 
| such must read with deep interest the new 

book, ‘Lite in the [lereafter World,” by 
Hopper, D. D. The book, | Rev. J. E. 

says the author, is the substance of sermons | 

| on this topic which had afforded solace to | 

' members of a former congregation, and | 

. his little daughter out to be eaten by wild | 

base his argument on the teaching of the 
Old Testament, the teaching of our Lord | 

Then | and the teaching of the Apostles. 

he does a most important task in reterring 
to objections to the doctrine entertained | 

by some, through ignorance and the crude | 
conceptions of many not learned in scrip- | 

All in all, Dr. Hopper has | 
dealt with the subject in a way to be read- | 
ily understood by all classes of readers and | 

yet bas condensed a vast amount of scrip- | 

ture, ete. 

tural argumentinto the U2 pages in 

—
 

What must a child or woman's lite be with | 

that it may be a rill ot coufort to some, 

who in loneliness may sorrow for dear ones 

called to the better land.” Tbat it will 
prove such there is little doubt, for it 

breathes the spirit of hope and consolation 
trom first to last. Dr. Hopper deals with 

the sncient and universal beliet in the con- 
tinuance of the friendships of this world in 

a world that is to be, and then proceeds to 
his views and the views of others are ex- 

in the clouds at present as [ have only 
about £300 towards £1000, wanted to build 
and erect it but [ know that at the right 
time that hospital will be built. I shall 
never forget the kindness and smypathy 1 
received in Canada and when [ return to 
India it will be a very pleasant work to 
write an account of my doings in that sunny 
land to my kind finds in he land ot ice 
and snow. | cannot say that ater India I 

| (quite appreciated that same ice and snow 
| but I fully appreciated the warm welcome 
| every one gave me and the warm hearts 
that listened to the story ot India’s women 

{ and who gave substantial h lp as well as 
| kind words. Again in the Master's name 
| I plead tor workers and for support for 
' these workers. The smallest sum given 

woman make up her mind, not to rob other 

regularly, a small monthly, quarterly or 
vearly something extra to go to the (ien- 

others who support no other mission and 

regular way, by so doing good work might 

India. 
I remain, gratefully and affectiona ely, 

Y our sister in Christ, 
M. Wixirriene, 

Well, Somerset, England. 

Mrs. T. W. Daniel, president of the St. 
John branch of the Zenana Missionary So- 
ciety, will be glad to receive any contribu- 
tion to the fund. 

COTTAGE HOSPITAL WORK. 

An Appeal for the Consideration of the Good 

| Work at Springhill, 

A little ** Quarterly ” paper issued by 
the Rev.W. Chas. Wilson, rector ot Spring- 
hill, has the following timely article from 
his pen on the ‘* Decentralization of ©Lha:- 
ity.” I'he point is well taken that chari- 
table gifts and efforts gravitate towards 
large centres, while the advantages of such 

bounty are as well deserved and as much 
needed by smaller places in the land. The 
Springhill cottage hospital is evidently 
drawing attention and sympathy to its 
work. The article is the following : 
During the past two years immense 

sums of moneyjhav: grandly and gener- 
ously been given by philanthropists 
for hospital endowment and exten- 
sion. Several prominent Montreal cap- 
italists have started a new large hospital, 
and some smaller ones have also been es- 
tablished. large central hospitals, al- 
ready richly endowed, have received still 
richer gifts. All this is very lovely. Bat 
surely the time has come to seriously ask 
our philanthropists to scatter some ot their 
wealth to the poorer and less populous, 
but equally needy places. Montreal was 
already rich in well equipped and numerous 
hospitals. large cities have many hospi- 
tals Bat the smaller places of a country 
often have no such blessing nearer than 
one or two hundred miles. Mining towns 
and railroad centres are the great wealih 
supplies to the capitalists of large cities 
and consequently have a special claim upon 
the sympathy and liberality of the generous. 
The conditions of life in such places make 

and yet the sympathizing eyes and purses 
of those who could and perhaps would gen- 
erously help at such times are away in 
large cities. Our little Quarterly seeks to 
draw the sympathies of the wealthy 
to the smaller and needy places 
where their gifts would be bounteous bless- 
ings and priceless boons. To build a hos- 
pital where none before was established ; 
to erect a beautiful church, which shall tell 
its object lesson of the surpassing dignity 

has been given to the public “*with the hope | pressed. 

REV.J. EK. HOPPER, D. D. 

The book sould have a large 

sale, apart from that it would naturally 
have trcm the reputation of the author, and 
will no doubt tultil its mission in comfort- 
ing the hearts ot many who have been 

called upon to mourn. An excellent por- 
trait ot Dr. Hopper appears as a frontis- 
piece. The book is issued trom ProGress 

electric printing and publishinz office, is 
well got up in every respect, and sells, in 

cloth boards at 0 cents a copy. 

of God and Godly generosity of his ser- 
vants, in a plice where poor buildings 
alound: to endow a hospital struggling to 
erform its beautitul work in a neighbour- 
ood composed almost exclusively of the 

laboring class ; to send the bright, helpful, 

where their advantages are priceless, sure 
ly such a scattering ot charity would bring 
a larger return of helpfulness and national 
good than the concentration of all this 
noble work almost solely in large cities. 

Messages of Help for the Week, 

regularly mounts up, cannot each christian ! 

missions by changing ber subscription but | 
to give over and above what she now gives, | 

eral Fund of the Church of England Z2nana ! 
Missionary Society and also to hunt up | 

get them to give something in the same 

be done and real help sent to the women of | 

Zenana missionary—1882-1801—Bengal. | 

accidents, sickness and suffering inevitaole ; | 

| +L will walk betore the Lord in the land 

of the living. . . I will take the cup of sal- 
i vation and call upon the name of the Lord. 
' I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in 

| the presence of all the people, In the courts 
| of the Lord's house.” Psalm 116: 9, 13, 

| 18, 19. 

| ** Eater not into the path of the wicked, 
| and go not in the way of evil men.” Pro- 
| verbs 4: 11. 
“The earth, O Lord, is full of thy 
| mercy : teach me thy statutes.” Psalm 
119: 64. 

lips, and from a deceittul tongue. 

120: 2. 3. 

| ** Blessed is every one that feareth the 
I Lord ; that walketh in his ways. For thou 

shalt thou be. and it shall be well with thee. 

plants around thy table. 
shall the man be blessed that feareth the 
Lord.” Psalm 128: 1-1. 

and mine uprising ; thou understandest my 

knowest it altogether.” Psalm 139: 1-4. 
‘* Repent ye . . . . and be converted, 

that your sins may be blotted out, when 
the times of refreshing shall come.” Acts 
8: 19; 
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STRONG 
NERVES 

“AYERS 
SARSAPARILLA 
M. Hammerly, a well-known business man 

of Hillsboro, Va., sends this testimony to 
the merits of Ayer’s Sarsaparilla: “Several 
years ago, I hurt my leg, the injury leaving 
asorewhichled to erysipelas. My sufferings 
were extreme, my leg, from the knee to the 
ankle, being a solid sore, which began to ex- 
tend to other parts of the body. Aftertrying 
various remedies, I began taking Ayver’s 
Sarsaparilla, and, before I had finished the 
first bottle, I experienced great relief; the 
second bottle effected a complete cure,” 

Ayer’s Sarsaparilla 
Prepared by Dr. J.C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass. 

Curesothers,willcure you 

which | 

ennobling influences of kindergartens, cook- | 
ing schools. ete. into these smaller places, | 

* Deliver my soul, O Lord, from lving | 
What 

shall be given unto thee? or what shall be | 
done unto thee, thou false tongue ”” Psalm 

shalt eat the labor of thine hands: happy | 

Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the | 
sides of thine house : thy children like olive | 

Behold, that thus | 

**O Lord, thou knowest my downsitting 

thoughts atar off . . . . . There is not a | 
word of my tongue but lo, O Lord. thou | 

| 

| 
| 
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IT BRINGS 
COMFORT 

HARDING & SMITH, Ag unis, 

~ 
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Stamped on every G. B. Chocolate. 

© © 
COLONIAL HOUSE, 

PHILLIPS SQUARE. 

Mantle Department. 
NEW SPRING MANTLES. 

On Thursday morning the 15th, and follow 
will show our New ing days we 

Spring Mantles 

| Henry Morgan & (o., - Montreal 

I Tlamiltons Jus 
he TH ALLENGE 

| “COMPARISON 
g ~ ANY MADE. 

J THEY ARE SOLD > WITH ANY 
“ON THEIR MERITS. 

CONDENSED MILK, 
“JERSEY” BRAND. 

Fi =, —==gy, 

4 » Yo att h . » Mothers who wisely use Condensta Milk for INFANTS 
always buy ** Jersey,” There is none Superior. It is full 

| cream, and only the purest and specially refined sugar used 
| in its condensing. 

This milk is strongly recoinmended by Physicians as an 
excellent food for Infants and Adults, 

— 000808) —— 
“SL OVA >c0T gn : 
ma AX NOVA Agent tor New Brunswick, 

MR. ROB'T. JARDINE, - ST. JOHN. 
Manufactured by FORREST CANNING CO. of HALIFAX, N. 8S. in their Works 

! at KINGSTON, ANNAPOLIS VALLEY, N. Ss. 

~ FERTILIZERS, 
Potato Phosphate, 

Bone 
Actual test proves these Fertilizers the best 
in the market for raising large crops. 

— MANUFACTURED BY-— 

Provincial Chemical Fertilizer Co, Limited. 
ST. JOHN, N. B. 

Modern ! 
Featherbone Corsets must not 

be confounded with those which 

were made five or six years ago. 

The Featherbone Corset of to-day 

is as far removed from the old 

style, as black is from white. 

BUY A PAIR AND YOU WILL BE PLEASED. 

Meal. 

Send for pamphlet. 
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