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ABOUT TRUTH TELLING. 
RECENT THEORIES OF ASTRA 

CALLED IN QUESTION. 

Instances in Which a ‘Good Many People 

Have to be Deceltful—As to Praising the 

Baby—Some Exceptions to Be Made When 

Ladies Are of Doubtful Age, 

My versatile contemporary Astra, gave 

us some excellent advice a few weeks ago, 

on the subject of avoiding the natural 

tendency to vivid coloring—she called it 

exaggeration which she believed was firmly 

implanted in the human race from its very 

birth. Now I have not the least idea of 

disputing any statement which my fair 

friend has made, because she trealed the 

subject with the breadth ot view which is so 

characteristic of her writings, and which, 

if she will pardon me for saying so, is such 

a very unfeminine trait in her character. 

I have uot the article at hand just now, 

but it I remember aright Astra did not lay 

any very hard conditions upon us in tae 

line of rigid truth telling. She admitted that 

“truth, in itselt”—was not to be told at all 

times, and she confessed that she dearly 

loved telling an artistic story herselt. She 

is quite right there, because I think we 

med all admit that the *‘gifted author” of 

the defunct ‘“talks with girls” has told us 

some very good stories indeed in the past, 

and even though she now confines her 

talents chiefly to gastronomy, and fashions, 

she manages to throw a glamour of romance 

and poesy around those commonplace 

topice which almost deprives corned beet 

and cabbage of its vulgarity, and robs the 

dry goods, and dress making bills of halt 

their horrors. So she must have a special 

gitt for telling the truth in a pleasant 

manner and gilding what 1s frequently a 

very disagreeable pill to swallow with 

some sort of coating which makes it slip 

down easily. 

Now I am quite certain that the habit of 

invariably telling the truth and thereby 

causing his Satanic majesty to blush with 

shame, is a very beautiful virtue, but easy 

as it seems in theory, 1 fear it would 

scarcely be a success if generally prac- 

ticed, and that the man or woman who 

started out with the laudible purpose of in- 

troducing the new fashion would not only 

encounter a good deal of unpleasantness 

during the tour but would probably end in 

being the most disliked member of the 

particular circle in which he or she re- 

volved. | am afraid there is no use in 

disputing the fact that prevarication is 

something like vaccination, a necessary 

evil ; and as the wheels of the most per- 

fectly built carriage in the world squeak 

and groan without the lubrication afforded 

by that murky compound called carriage 

grease, so a great deal of wear and tear, 

and an enormous amount of useless fric- 

tion”is avoided, and the wheels of life kept 

in smooth running order, by a judicious 

knowledge of when not to tell the truth. 

For instance, your friend Smith was 

married .a couple of years ago, .and you 

have been a frequent visitor at his house 

ever since he and his bride set up house- 

keeping. or. and Mrs. Smith are the 

proud parents now, of a baby—-justa baby, 

nothing more or less ; with the same unde- 

veloved features and singular sagacity of 

expression, which distinguished the off- 

spring of Mrs. Maloney, the washerwoman, 

when she brought him round last week, to 

show us ‘“‘what an illigent bye the Lord 

did be afther sendin’ Misther Maloney an’ 

me,” and not one whit more intelligence or 

tractabibty. But at the same time it 

would scarcely do to tell that to Mrs. 

Smith, and therefore, when she insists on 

showing you the baby, and asks you with 

the innocent mother love shining in her 

eyes, whether you don’t think Baby is the 

very image of his fatber, and if you ever 

saw any child of his age who took so muck 

notice, had such decided features, or 

showed evidence of such unusual intelli 

gence ; you tell her gravely that you never 

did, and that the likeness to his paternal 

ancestor is so striking, that it you met that 

baby wandering alone in the (ireat Desert, 

you would recognize him instantly as a 

scion of the house of Smith, and clasp him 

to your bosom with tears of honest emotion 

bedewing your manly cheek, at such an 

evidewge of the progress of the age. 

Of course, it you were a disciple of 

Truth, with a capital T', you might tell the 

happy young mother coldly that you really 

failed to see the resemblance, that her baby 

in your estimation looked so exactly like 

five hundred other babies of six weeks old 

that if he were to be undressed, and so 

bereft of any outward means of identifica- 

tion, and well shaken up with seventy-five 

othér babies of the same age, she herself 

would be utterly unable to identity him, 

or to see one spark more of intelligence 

and Individuality in his youthful counten- 

ance than in that of any other infant in the 

flock. 

It is not at all probable that Mrs. Smith 

would either be pleased or see matters in 

‘the same light that you did, and it is al- 

most certain that vour pleasant friendship 

with the Smiths would come to an abrupt 

termination on the spot, but then of course 

you would have the consolation of doing 

what you believed to be your duty, besides 

enjoying the distinction of suffering for the 

cause you had espoused. 

Or suppose the pilgrim of truth should 

be thrown into the society of a damsel who 

nad crossed the mysterious and elastic 

boundary line which divides youth from 

that dreary period of a woman's existence 

al — ~ SR 

known as ‘not so young as I used to be.” 

Standing with reluctant feet, where 29, and 30, meet, 

ge looks 80 bitter! Youth so sweet !| 

And suppose she should chance to tell 

him in the. course of conversatign that 

someone who had been asked to guess her 

age the other day, had guessed that she 

was 25, and ask him it he did not think 

she looked much older than that? gIf he 

was just a plain ordinary person with a 

good heart and weak moral sense, he 

would reply that nothing but her own 

solemn affidavit, duly attested before a 

magistrate could convince him that she had 

reached that age. And he would not only 

have brought a gleam of very bright sun- 

shine into her heart, but made a friend for 

life. 

If his conscience was sensitive, and his 

zeal stronger than either heart, or his com- 

mon sense he would hasten to crush that 

hapless maid by telling Iter that she not 

only looked fally 35, but that he happened 

to know she was quite as old as she looked. 

How she would love him! and if it ever 

came into her power to pay him back per- 

haps she would not do it? Oh dear no! 

Truth is represented in art and poetry as a 

beautiful maiden with starry eyes, golden 

tresses and an angelic smile, but I fearit is 

often a cruel goddess, and nearly always a 

stern one, or else her most ardent worship- 

pers are given to misrepresenting her sadly, 

because I believe there are some people in 

this world who honestly believe that rigid 

truth telling is the only virtue really neces- 

sary to salvation; and that they have only 

to adhere strictly to telling the truth in 

order to be certain of a golden crown and 

a freshly tuned harp when at last they have 

attained their just reward. 

It these people only knew where to draw 

the line and retrained from telling the 

truth without being asked, it would not be 

so sad, but when they see some extraor- 

dinary ierit in telling their friends that 

their dresses are unbecoming, their busi- 

ness standing considered shaky, their noses 

red, or their word not quite as reliable as 

it might be ; then it is indeed time to call a 

halt lest truth should become so unpopular 

that a reaction might set in and cause it to 

become as rare as the great Auk or the 

Dodo. 

Now I hope sincerely that Ithave not 

said anything sto offend Astra, and that 

she will agree with me when I say that it 

is sometimes more merciful to the truth 

out of sight than to tell it, because like 

many another good thing, it loses its ef- 

fect when we are given too much of it. 

GroFFREY CUTHBERT STRANGE, 

He Was a]JFamous Lion, 

There was really a Baron Munchausen a 
Hanoverian nobleman whose full name was 
Hieronymus Karl Friedrich Von Munchau- 
sen who lived at Bodenswerder in Hanover, 
served in the Russian ‘army and died at 
home in 1789. But the author of the stories 
that have made the name of Manchausen 
famous was not Hieronymus Karl. It was 
Rudolf Erich Raspe a clever writer,a poet, a 
professor and curator of the museum at 
Cassel a thief. Ile fled to England to 
escape arrest for stealing medals from tha 
museum, and, in 1785, while he was store- 

keeper to a Cornish mine, he published in 
London a pamphlet, ‘* Baron Munchausen’s 
Narratives of His Marvellous Travels and 
Campaigns in Russia.” Within two years 
the book had passed through five editions. 
Raspe died in Ireland in 1794. Baron 
Munchausen is thought to have told to 
Raspe some of the stories ascribed to him 
in the book, but - before the Baron's death 
he had become uncommunicative and 
would not discuss the subject of the stor- 
ies. His is the fame of Joe Miller. Joe 
was so stupid that it was considered a cap- 
ital joke to ascribe to him a joke book, 
and to this day he is thought by the gene- 
ral public to have been a witty fellow. 

THINGS OF VALUE. 

In this world 8 man must be either a 
hammer or an anvil. 

I believe MINARD'S LINIMENT will 
cure every case of Diptheria. 

Riveraale. Mus. REUrEN Baker. 

1 believe MINARD'S LINIMENT will 
promote growth ot hair. 

Mugs. Cras. ANDERSON 

Stanley, P. E. I. 

I believeMINARD'S LINIMENT is the 
b st household remedy on earth. 

Oil City, Ont. Marrnias ForLey, 

Strange, that when a person happens 
to have deep feelings he tries to hide them 
but, possessing none, pretends that he has. 

The remarkable longevity of Cape 
Breton people may largely be attributed to 
a whol=sale fish diet—the quintessence of 
which forms the basis of—Puttner’s Emul- 
sion. 

This would be a much better world if 
more people would mind their own advice. 

Morning Service in Lone Gulch, 

The Rev. Mr. Harps (pausing in the 
midst of the sermon) —What is the matter, 
Brother Isaac? 

Alkali lke (a new convert)—Since I 
j'ined the church, a month ago, I've been 
tryin’ to be meek and humble and forgivin'; 
but, brethren and sisters. I'm no rabbit: 
and it them two fellers over inthe corner 
don’t quit winkin’at my girl, burcussed if 
I don't shuck off my coat and my religion 
at the same time, and give em a great big 
taste of the quality that used to distinguish 
me when I was in the bonds of sin and 
iniquity! 

Very Considerate, 

“‘Brinkles says you owe him five pounds,” 
said the man wiih no tact whatever. 

“That's very true,” was the reply. 
“I'd have paid it long ago, only I was 
afraid of hurting his feelings.” 
“ What do you mean?” 
«| was atraid he would think I thought 

he needed the money.” 

Rudyard Kipling will return this month 
from Bermuda. ’ 

Nal pps ENE Ayers — 

One True Source of 

The admiration accorded certain public 

men is due to their splendid moral courage. 
(ireat moral courage and determination 

are impossible without a sturdy digestion. 

a healthy liver, and a vigorously nourished 

nervous system. No one can imagine a 

Gladstone, Salisbury, Laurier, Thompson, 

or any great Champion of his party in par- 

liamentary debate, with a badly nourished 

brain, a weak digestion, and shaky nerves. 
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Only the healthy man, whose organs are 

doing their duty, 1s firm, convincing, mag- 
netic, courageous. 

A man of ideas needs sound health to 

carry them out, and a clear, cool brain is 

better than a shaky one. however brilliant. 
The men who can work long hours under 

pressure win success, and fame depends 

oftener on a strong stomach, healthy nervous 

system and plenty of reserve force than on 

great intellectual power. 

Be well. Get rid ot liver and kidney 

weakness. Paine's Celery Compound wiil | 

take away the sickly, depressed, unambi- | 

tious feeling that comes with dyspepsia. dis- | 

ordered and nervous weakness. Pain-’s | 

Celery Compound will fill the veins with | 

blood that is red and rich in tood for every | 
vital organ. 

The first noticeable effect of Paine’s | 
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A VIGOROOS POLICY 
ees ——— 

Personal Force and 
Courage. 

Tremendous Capacity for Accomplishing Work-—Vigorous 

Digestion and Calm Nerves Accomplish All-—Paine’s Cel- 

ery Compound a Remedy that Does the World Good. 
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COUNCILLOR GEORGE F. MORSE. 

Celery Compound, is the immediate im- 
provement of appetite and gradual gain in 
weight. This remarkable remedy sets to 
work at once to nourish nerve centres and 
purity the blood of harmful humors. It was 
the belief of Prof. P'aelps, of Dartmouth 
college, the discoverer of Celery Com- 
ound, and he so stated to his Be at 
dartmouth college, that only when the sys- 
tem is pertectly nourished in tissue, blood 
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and nerve centres, is it possible to drive 
out the special disorders from important 
organs like the liver, kidneys, heart and 
stomach 

Paine's Celery Compound to-day sustains 
the strength of thousands of hard worked 
men and women who cannot take vacations, 
and teel the effects of the unnatural demands 
made upon their strength and nervous en- 
ergy. 

Paine's Celery Compound is the greatest 
blood and nerve remedy that has ever in 
the history of medicine come within the 
reach of plain, hard. working people. 
Hon. George 1°. Morse, one of the most 

prominent of the Governor's council of 
Massachusetts 1s one of that state’s most 
substantial manufacturers and business 
men, a veteran of the late war, a popular 
and conservative citizen. lis autograph 
letter is of interest to everyone. 

STABLISHED 1855 

rronte east 1 ORONTO 
B.B BLIZARD, St. John N. B, Sole Agent for the Maritime Provinces. 
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Drop Us a
 Line 

[f you cannot procure 

Ram Lal’s 
and we will give you the address 

of alive grocer who sells the best Tea to be had. 

In Sealed Lead Packages Only. 

Rose & Laflamme, Wholesale Agents, Montrea 

THE PELEE ISLAND WINES *"%.&"chare’" 
Our mission is solely to supply Nature's own pure 

food. Our reason for oftering this product to the 

public, to you, is that it is pure. There is need of 

such an article of grape-juice. We have the testi- 

mony of hundreds of letters to prove the assertion. 

Nearly all the bottled juice now on the market con- 

tains an an ispeptic of some description to prevent 

fermentation, generally salicylic acid. Why does 

such juice fail as a food? Simply because the anti- 

speptic principle that preserves the juice in the bot. 

tle exerts a similar influence in the stomach, and pre- 

vents the natural action that is part of Nature's 

plan tor assimilating food. Our concentratéd juice 

of the grape is absolutely free from all antispeptics 

and is Nature's best food and strength producer for 

weak an 1 defective digestive organs. 

Grape-juice has been found in many cases to rap- 

idly reorganize and reconstruct the blood-current, 

and to surprise the tissues and excite the nervous 

system into health. The beverage form of grape 

juice is a wholesome and agreeable nutrient. Its 

truit acids, its blood salts and its grape-sugar make
 

it valuable to many invalids. 1t affords a nourish 

ing and easily-managed food. 
We seek to supplant alcoholic and fermented 

drinks by something more wholesome, more satis 

fying and refreshing—something embodying all the 

best principles of ripe grapes, marred by nothing 

that would falsely stimulate or excite; and mn the 

new era that 1s dawning, the life giving principles 

of the grape in their purest condition, will enter 

every home as a comfort and a blessing, instead of 

a delusion ana a snare. 

E. GC. SCOVIL, Muitime Agent, 62 Union St., St. John
. 

#@ Telephone 523. Be sure and get the PELKE ISLAND
 BRAND. 
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$1,000.00 WORTH 
of New Goods opened this week. If you wave not au ageut in your 

own, write us at once, and we will forward you JSree 30 samples
 of our latest novelties, 

with self-measurement blanks, the results of which we gua
rantee to be satisfactory or 

money refunded. Agents Wanted in every town and village in Ca
nada where we have 

none now, to take orders for our cut and made to or
der goods. 

PILGRIMS — ita tan — $3.00, 

Pants from $3 to $12............. Suits from $12, up. 

PILCRIM PANTS CO. 
38 Mill Street,. .. «....0 Ce Gib. Sais 
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. St. John, N.” B» 
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| ( City Market | 51 
| ) 
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moving. 

mpgs changes on Charlotte St. 

T. YOUNGCLAUS intends moving 

at 1st May to his commodious store 

in Union Block, Cor. Mill and Main 

Sts., North End. 

Custom Tailoring will then be carried on 

extensively on the premises. 

In the meantime his large stock, at 51 

Charlotte, is marked down to hard time 

prices and must be cleared out before 

. Rare bargains can be had. 
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(Charlotte Clothing | 
St. ( Hall, T. YOUNGCLAUS. 

THE AMERICAN 

8.20 Typewriter. 

This isa well-made, practical machine, writing capitals. small letters, 

figures, and punctuation marks (71 in all) on full width paper, just like a 

$100 instrument. It is the first of its kind ever offered at a popular price 

for which the above claim can be truthfully made. It is not a toy, but a type- 

writer built for and capable of REAL WORK.
 While not as rapid as the 

large machines sometimes become in expert hands, it is still at least as 

rapid as the pen and bas the advantage of such simplicity that it 
can be 

understood and mastered almost at a glance. 
We cordially commend it to 

helpful parents and teachers everywher
e, 

Writes capitals, small letters, 

figures and marks-—7! infall. 

Writes just like a $100 machine. 

No shift keys. No Ribbon. 

Prints from the type direct. 

Prints on flat surface. 

Writing always in sight. 

Corrections and insertions eas" 

ily made. 

Takes any width of paper or 

envelope up to 8 1-2 inches. 

Packed securely 

receipt of price—$8.00, in regi
 

We guarantee every machine an
d are 

IRA CORNWALL, 
furt her information. 

Easy to understand--—-learned In 
5 minutes. 

Weighs only 4 pounds---most 
§ portable. 

Compact, takes up but, little 
room. 

Built solid and simple, can’t get 

out of order. 
Capital and lower-case kevboard 

alike---easily mastered. 

More “margin play” for the small 
letters which do most of 

the work, 
Takes good letter-press copies 

‘n handsome case and expressed to any address on 

stered letter, money order or certified check, 

glad to answer all inquiries for 

Gen. Agent for Maritime Provinces
, Board of Trade (B'ldg.} St.!John,

 N. B., 

or from the following agent
s : R. Ward Thorne, St. 

B. Morris, St. Andrews, N. B.;
 T. Carleton Ketchum, Wood

stock, N. B.; 

. ,N.B.; lL. A. White, S 

Moncton, N. 1. ; J. Fred, Benson, Chiu, 1 N.S.; W. F. Kempton, Yarmouth, N.(8.; D. 1 
Book Store, 1lalifax, N. 8.3 

J. Bryenton, Amherst, 

Stewart, Charlottetown, P.
 E. 

John, N.B,; A.S. Murray, Fredericton, N. iy 0. VanMeter, Butcher* & 
ussex, N. B.; A. M. Hoare, Knowles’ 

AGENTS WANTED. 
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