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PROGRESS, SATURDAY, MARCH 31, 1894,

sent by the Protestant ratepayers and
electors of said districts to the said Board
of Education in the month of December,
1890, as to the establishing said Conven-
tual Schools as public schools under caid
Acts, and protesting against the same ;
and also a complaint sent by Protestant
paren® and ratepayers to the said Board
ot Education at the beginning of the year
1893, with regard to the teacher placed in
charge ot the (irammer School in Bath-
urst at the beginning of that year, in con-
sequence of which declining to act by sald
Board ot Education, the trustees of school
districts atoresaid were allowed to act
illegally. ,

It would seem to me, that the evidence
showed that the receipt of communi-ations
and representations to the Board of Educa-
tion from Protestant ratepayers ot Bathurst
Town and Village wag always acknow-
ledged ; but it must be evident to any one
who considers what the functions of the
Board ot Education are that the action to
be taken upon such communications and
rep..“pentations. and when and how
it,” ould be taken, and what it
she ®Pbe, is a matter entirely for the
exeféise of the judgment and discretion of
the Board ot Education, and that the Gov-
ernment never intended to refer their report
whether they bad or had not prnpu'rly ex-
ercised their judgment and discretion un-
less their action or want of action showed
an infringement of the School Law and
regulations, and there is no evidence to
establish that, and it is not because every
communication to the Board is not acted
niwg in the way or at the time that the
Jaries think it should be acted upon
" nat would establish that the Board of

Education had been derelict in the dis-
charge of their duties. Forany short com-
ings of the Board of Education they are, I
apprehend responsible to the Legislature,
and to the Legislature alone.

Grading of the Schools.

(7) The stventh ground of complaint is :
That the grading of the schools in the said
school districts has not been conducted ac-
cording to law; that the trustees of satd
school districts, aided and influenced by
the clergy of the Roman Catholic church
in said districts have made an elfort to
compel Protestants in said school districts
to send their children to the said Convent-
ual scheols, and that the religious teachers
of the Roman Catholic church in said school
districts were by the said trustees placed
in actual charge of certain departments
of the public common schools in said school
districts in the year 1891, all of which was
brought about in consequence of the em-
ployment of the members of the said re-
ligious teaching orders of the Roman Cath-
olic church by the trustees aforesaid as
hereinbefore set torth.

There was no evidence whatever to
warrant the statement that the clergy ot
the Roman Catholic church in these two
districts had made any effort to compel
Protestants in the districts to send their
children to the school rooms in the Con-
vent buildings. It is true that in Bathurst
Village two of the Sisters of Charity.
licensed teachers, were placed as teachers
in the public school building, but this was
done at the instance of the Protestant
trustee of the board of trustees. They re-
mained but a short time, however, owing
to the opposition of the parents of Protes-
tant pupiis who declined to send their chil-
dren to any department in the public school
taught by a Sister of Charity.

The evidence showed that in the pub-
lic school building in the Town there
were unoccupied rooms, and that this
building would accommodate a larg-
er number of pupils than were in act-
ual ¢ttendance in the various school rooms
of the building, but such evidence did not
satisty me that the public school building
in the Town had, as was claimed, accom-
modation tor all the school children ot the
district. It had not, in tact, in my opinion,
such accommodation. It was urged that
the cubic contents of the rooms under the
regulations were sufficient to allow space
for many pupils, but the cubic contents of
the rooms, while, no doubt, one, is not
the only criterion in determining how many
children can be accommodated in the dif-
ferent rooms—that must depend upon a
variety of circumstances, keeping in view
proper grading, the number ot departments,
the number of school children in each
grade, and other factors—the idea now be-
ing not to see how many children can be
crowded into a school rcom, but how the
comfort, convenience and health ot both
children aad teacher can best be provided
for. In this view, the public school build-
ing in the Town, the evidence shows, did
not in my opinion contain all the accom-
modation required for the school children
of the Town.

It was made apparent by the evidence
that4, large number of the Roman Catholic
chi? s:n 1n attendance at the Conveut
school rooms both in Bathurst Town and
Village rendered it difficult to have a pro-

er and c¢flicient grading ot the schools
Eoth in the Town and Village. This was
brought to the notice of Chief Superin-
tendent Crocket, and atter Dr. Inch be-
came Chief Superintendent, under his
notice. The Inspector also gave his atten-
tion to this subject of grading, and, asl
have already stated, at the request of the
Attcmey General, in 1802, (as Mr. Mer-
sereau, the Inspector, thinks,) prepared a
paper giving his 1deas for the intormation
of the Attorney General as to what be
thought weuld be a feasible scheme for the
grading of the Village schools—he could
not say whether the paper he so prepared
had a reference to the Town schools or not.
It appeared that the grading of the schools
in the Village was a very difficult matter to
deal with; in fact I thitk it may almost
be taken as proved, that ideal grading, 80
to speak, was almost it not quite impossi-
ble under any circumstances in either the
Town or Village schools, but more partic-
ularly in the latter schools, as there was a
French population in the Village, and this
was an element that would have to be taken
into account in the grading.

It would hardly seem necesesary to refer
to the statement in this complaint that the
trustees, aided and influenced by the clergy
of the Roman Catholic church in the said
districts, had made an effort to compel the
Protestants to send their children to the
Conventual schools,—I may here say once
for all that from the beginning of the
evidence to the close of it, there was no-
thing to justity ‘any one even thinking
that the clergy of the Roman Cath-
olic church in these two districts had made
any effort to compel Protestants to send
their children to the school rooms in the
Convent buildings. The complaint is evi-
dently the production of some one who

could not see any good in his neighbor if
that neighbor was a priest ot the Roman
Catholie church.

Wags There Clerical Interference?

(8) The eighth ground of complaint is
that by the action ot the trustees of the
said school districts, as in the statement
set out, and by the neglect of the said
Board of INducation, as also set forth in
this statement, the efliciency of the school
service in said school districts has been
lessened and interfered with in the follow-
ing particulars : —

(a) That inferior and inrcompetent teachers have
been employed in said districts,

(b) ‘I'hat the Superior School in District No. 14,
(Bathurst Village,) was in couscquence of the mat-
ter herein sct forth closed, and the Grammar
S-hool in School District No. 2, Bathurst Town,
was also closed.

(¢) That such closing of the Superior and Gram-
mar Schools was done 1n order to make it necessary
as far as possible that the childfen of Protestants
should be compelled to attend the <aid Conventual
schools of the Rowan Catholic church, and if pos.
sible firmly establish the latter schools in said
School Districts No. 2and No. 16

(d) That a French teacher with an inferior grade
of license was placed 1o charge of the primary de-
partment of the public school in District No. 16, at
the beginning o:the year 1802, and th~ Protestant
children were compelled eitber to be under such
inferior French teacher or attend the said Conven-
tual schools,

(e) That a teacher obnoxious to the Protestant
ratepayers in said School District No. 2, (Town
school,) was pl ced in charge of the Grammar
School’in the hereinbefore last mentioned school
distriet at the beginning of the present school term,
such teacher was nct a Grammar School teacher,and
bhad been previjusly dismissed by the said Board of
Education from the position of School Inspector
under said Board.

This ground of complaint with its sub-
divisions must have exercised to a large
extent the ingenuity of Mr. Skinner and
Mr. Fowler, who prepared the complaint
for the Rev. Mr. Thomson, so as to incor-
porate into it clerical interfer-nce through-
out, from the beginning to the end. 'The
whole complaint in this matter, permeating

alinost every sentence of 1t, is an allegation
that everything complained of has been
| done in the interests of the Roman Cath-
| olie church ; that Conventual schools have
i? been established in their interest, and that
there has been a design trom first to last on
| the part of tue Roman Catholic clergy of
| Bathurst Town and B thurst Village to so
| work the scho i< of these two districts as
| that children <1 I’ ot stant parents should
| be compelled to attend the teaching in the
school rooms of the convent buildings.

The evidence does not support any such
state of acts. I take it that any ordinary,
fair-minded man would come to the con-
clusion that when the Roman Catholics of
Bathurst Town and Bathurst Village, after
supporting by veluntary subscriptions their
own schools for seventeen years and pay-
ing during that time the assessed school
rates for the support of the schools in these
districts from which Roman Catholic
children derived but little benefit, concur-
red in arrangements by which tkese schools
should come under the law, that they
might at least be credited with some hon-
esty in the matter, and, instead ot being
charged with a desire to place the schools
under the control of the Roman Catholic
clergy, be believed to have accepted the
School Law, as the witnesses stated they
did,—-perhaps, with reluctance, but never-
theless with the desire and intenticn that
its provisions should be carried out dur-
ing school hours in the school rooms which
the trustees had taken for the purposes of
the two districts.

At the annnal school meeting in Bathurst
Town held in 1892, considerable discussion
took place as to whether money should be
voted to keep up the Grammar School in
the Town, and feeling being high no
money was voied for a Grammar
School. Hardly, however, had this
taken place when it was felt that a
mistake had been made, and two
meetings of the ratepayers were held
to reconsider the matter, one on the 28th
ot December, 1892, and the oth¢r on the
ith ot January, 1893 ; -at the last of which
meetings the ratepayers passed a resolution,
the etfect of which was that the grammar
school in the town should be continued,
and the trustees be requested to provide a
teacher for it with as little delay as pos-
sible.

This explains in a few words the action
‘taken in both districts in respect to the
grammar school in the town and the su-
perior school in the viliage, and I should
think without any argument would dispose
of the ground of complaint (¢), that such
closing ot the grammar and superior schools
was done in order to make it necessary as
tar as possible that the children ot protest-
ants should he compelled to attend the
said conventual schools of the Roman
catholic church, and, it possible, firmly
establish the latter schools in said school
districts No. 20 (town) and No. 16
(village.)

Miss Landry’s Engagement,

(d) The evidence shows that the trustees
did place a French female teacher, a Misg
Landry, who held only a license of the
third class, a license obtained by Acadian
candidates after four-and-a-half or five
months training and under which they are
supposed to teach in Acadian districts, in
charge of the primary department of the
public school in the village ; and the protes-
tant children in conscquence did not at-
tend the school. The objection to Miss
Landry as a teacher was not because she
was French, but simply as alleged that
while competent to teach according to her
class of license she was not such a teacher
as should have been placed in charge of
the department she was placed in. This
was certainly objectionable on the part of
the trustees, and ought not in school inter-
ests to have been done. It was claimed to
be done on the score of economy, as they
wanted a teacher at a small salary: but
such cheese paring was nevertheless a
serious wrong to the school children of the
district. But I cannot see how it could be
said to be done to compel the children of
protestants to attend the schools in the
convent school building ; for if the feeling
existed, as it appears it did exist among the
protestant parents, not to send their chil-
dren to the rooms in the public school
building in which two of the sisters had
been placed as teachers, much less would
they be inclined to send their children to
the school rooms in the convent building
taught by sisters, simply because a teacher
had been engaged in the public school
bulding who held a class of license which

rotestant parents thought did not qualify
Eer to teach their children. It seems fair
to say that the trustees, after they saw the
engagement ot Miss Landry was so highly
detrimental to the school, although she was
engaged for a year, at the end of one term
induced her to resign.
(e) That a teacher obnoxious to the

rotestant rneiaye,n in school district No.
2, (the town schools,) was placed in charge

of the grammar school in the hereinbefore
last mentioned school district at the be-
ginning ol the present school term; such
teacher was not a grammar school teacher,
and had previously been dismissed by the
said board of education from the positioh
of school inspector under said board.

By reterence to complamt No. 6, it will
be observed that it was charged that the
board ot education had declined to take
action in reference to a complaint sent by
protestant parents and ratepayers to the
board ot educagion at the beginning of the
- year 1803 with regard to the teacher, (i. ¢,
the teacher just referred to,) placed in
charge of the grammar school in Bathurst
at the beginning of that year; and in re-
gard to this charge it will be noted in my
remarks when dealing with it that at the
argument counsel on bebalf of Reverend
Mr. Thomson frankly admitted and con-
ceded that the evidence showed that the
board of education had in this particular
acted as promptly as could have been ex-
pected ot them. :

Mr' E, L. O’'Brien’z Appointment,

The appointment eof this teacher by the
trustees was a most unfortunate occurrence.
I think it not unreasonable to conclude
from the evidence that had it not been for
this appointment school matters in the
town would not have assumed the unpleas-
ant and regrettable phase which followed
this appointment.

[ Fhe report proceeds to refer to the ap-
pointment ot Edward .. O'Brien, an ex-
imspector, who bhad heen dismissed for
irregular habits, as teacher of the gram-
mar school. It had been conceded by all
that the teacher to be appointed should be
a Protestant, and Mr. O’'Brien was not,
though his father, John L. O'Brien was a
Protestant. The latter was one of the

trustees, and induced Michael Power, an-
- other trustee, to join in making the
' appointment, the oth-r trustee, Alex.
| Doucett, rot concurring. ‘The appoint-
| ment created intense excitement and was
' looked upon with disfavor by many Cath-
olics. Though the Board ot Kducation
acted promptly, the Protestants took steps
to establish a private school | The report
continues :—

It must not be considered here that the
objection to Mr. G'Brien as a teacher was
because he was a Roman Catholic—the
evidence would not sustain any such
ground of objection. On the contrary,
while it is evident that the Protestant rate-
payers would have prefered that a P’rotest-
ant (zrammar School teacher should have
been engaged, as understood by the rate
payers, yet trom the evidence I do not
think there would have been any opposition
worth the naming on the part of the Pro-
testants if the person appointed, although
a Roman Catholic had been competent and
of unexceptionable moral character.

So soon as the Board ot Kducation re-
tused to license Mr. O'Brien, the trustees
appointed a Mr. Berton, of St. John,
Grammer Schoo! teacher in the Town but
arrangements bad been then made or were
about completed for the establishment of
the private school, though teaching in it
did not commence until about the 20th of
March.

The private school established under the
circumstances was in operation when the
present investigation was held, and the
number enrolled in its register was about
torty.

When this school was established, 1t was
opened in a building owned hy a Mr.
Charles Bosse, in rooms which had been
rented by bim to the Orange Lodge, and
with the consent ot the Lodge After it
had been in operation for a very short time,
Mr. Bosse, for some reason or another,
objected to the school being held in these
rooms; saying he had only rented the
rooms for an Orange l.odge, and had sim-
ply given his consent to their occupancy
tor the private school for a tew wecks, and
he desired that the rooms should not be
occupied for school purposes.

Finding that the parties interested in the
private school intended continuing the
school in these rooms, he threatened he
would put a stop to their holding school in
that building. Irom the evidence he at-
tenpted to take the stove pipe down, and
thus deprive them of the means of baving
fire; h> also attempted to use other means
to compel them to leave the building, and
eventually fastened the outside door with a
lock and staples.

The efforts of Mr. Bosse to prevent the
private school being held in the building
were for some days publicly talked of ; and
the night betore the occurrence happened
which [ am about to mention, it was stated
in public that there would be quite a time,
so to speak, when they went to open the

rivate school the next morning, as Mr.
Yiosse had put or intended to put a pad-
lock and staples on the outside door.

The .So Called ‘ Riot.”

Accordingly, on the next morning, be-
ing the 26th ot March, 1893, a number of
persons from curiosity or otherwise gather-
ed in the vicinity of the building to see
what would be done. Friends ot the priv-
ate school with an axe broke the padlock,
and the teacher and pupils entered the
school room without any molestation.

There were some twenty-five persons or
thereabouts in all gathered to see what
would be done. The evidence showed
that of these about from twelve to fitteen
were Protestants, and about nine to twelve
Roman Catholics®  Atter the lock had been
broken, and the teachers and scholars had
entered the school room, and while the
persons present were standing around, a
sled drove up, and the driver, who was a
Protestant named Richard Miller, who did
not belong to the district, jumped off his
sled, inquired what the trouble was, and
then addressed himselt to the Roman
Catholics present and made use of
expressions calling them a sneaking crowd
and other like expressions, and a Mr.
(Gammon also referred to them as a sneak-
ing lot of Catholics.
hese expressions brought on a war of
words, which continued, perhaps, for half
an bour or so, between a few Protestants
on the one side and a tew Roman Catholics
on the other, as to this attempt of Mr.
Bosse to close the private school.

Within less than an kour all had dis-
persed, and, so far as the evidence shewed,
the effects of this war ot words had ceased
to be thought of as a disturbing element
of any moment in Bathurst community.

It was charged in this connection that
Bosse was instigated to do what he did at
the instance of some of the Roman Catholics
of the town, and more particularly at the
instance of Mr. Patrick J. Burns, a brother
of Mr. Kennedy F. Burns; but the evi-

dence did not support, much less warrant |
any such charge. 1
Those Famous Telegrams.

After the conclusion of the war of words,
perhaps some two or three hours aiter-
wards, the following telegrams were sent |
to Fredericton ; the legislature being then
in session. First a telegram from the Rev- |
erend Mr. Thomson and the Reverend Mr.
Seller to the Attorney General, as follows :

‘Bathurst Station, March 25th, 1493
‘Box A. G.BrAir ,M. P. P.,
* Fredericton, N. B.:

when Protestants arriv d—our liberties and ‘rights
threatened—call upon Government for protection
‘J. SELLER,
‘A. F. Tnovmson.’
And secondly a telegram from the Rev.
Mr. Thomson to Mr. Pitts, a
the legislature, as follows :

Bathurst Station, March 2S8th, 1803,
‘J1.11. Pirrs, M. P. P,,
‘Fredericton, N. B :

this morning—number ot Roman Catholics in vicin-

“J. SELLER,
*A. F. THomsoN’

I make no comments upon these tele-
grams, further than to say that Bathurst
school matters were then under discussion
in the legislature. The evidence did not
show that there was any tear in the com-
munity of a riot, nor that the senders of
these telegrams were themselves in any
way alarmed as to the safety of the pro-
testant population ot Bathurst town. Per-
haps, now that some time has elapsed
since these telegrams were sent, they, as
well as the occurrence itself out of which
they arose, may be considered as something
to be relegated to oblivion.

(9) The ninth ground of complaint is
that the course pursued by the said school
trustees in so establishing the said convent-
ual schools and in susta.ning the same, and
in rendering the public common schools of
said districts less useful than they other-
wise would have been, has greatly increased
the cost of maintaining schools in said
school districts, to the great loss and in-
jury of the ratepayers in said school dis-
tricts.

Anxious to Carry out the Law.

It will be seen from the extracts from
the correspondence between Dr. Inch, the
Chiet Superintendent, and the trustees,
that the board ot education have in my
opinion shewn not only due vigilance in
respect to securing proper and reasonable
grading of the schools, but also have
evinced, as it was their duty to do, a most
earnest desire to bave the schools in the
town and village carried on in accordance
with the requirements of the school law
and regulations. That therz have been
difliculties in attaining all this is not to be
wondered at, although at the time of my
holding the investigation they were not
entirely removed, I trust, to use the words
of Dr. Inch in one of his letters, ““That all
parties with mutual torbearance and in
the interests of peace and harmony may
unite in promoting the educational work
of the town ;" and I will add of the village
also.

Under this head of complaint I cannot
think that the evidence establishes that
there has been such an exc ssive cost in
maintaining the schools in the said districts
as the complaint would seck to put for-
ward ; but beyond question the school
trustees bad not up to the time of the in-
ves tigation fully met, as I think they ought
to have done, the reasonable requirements
of the chief superintendent of education in
regard to grading and average attendance ;
but as his letter virtually gave the trustees
up to the end of the then current term
(30th of June. 1893.) to meet the require-
ments he demanded, it is to be hoped that
by that date the trustees may have skewn
compliance with the terms contained in his
letter to them.

(10) The tenth ground of complaint is
that the said conventual schools were so
established for the special benefit of the
Roman Catholic church, and with a view of
torwarding the interests of such church,
and for the purpose of injuring the Pro-
testant church, and to the injury of the
Protestant ratepavers of said school dis-
tricts, who pay a large proportion of the
school taxes assessed upon the said school
districts.

I have already stated that in my opinion
no conventual schools, in the sense that the
tenets of the Roman Catholic church were
to be taught therein, were established or
were sought to be established in Bathurst
Town or Bathurst Village; and all that
was done in regard to the taking over of
the Convent school buildings in Bathurst
Town and Bathurst Village and the
engaging of duly licensed Sisters ot
Charity to teach in the Town and Vil-
lage, was done with a bona fide intention
ot having the schools in such buildings
taught and conducted under the provisions
of the School L.aw and in accordance with
the regulation of the Board of KEducation,
and not in the slightest degree tor the
special bencfit ot the Roman Catholic
church or with the view of forwarding the
interests of that church or ot injuring the
Protestant church or the Protestant rate-
payers of said school districts, as is alleged
in this ground of complaint.

Altering the School Manual,

(11) The eleventh ground of complaint

isthat regulation No. 10 of the|schooljmanual
issued under and by authority of the board
of education in the year 1392 was when
passing through the press illegally and im-
properly changed and altered, because the
said trustees of said school district ob-
jected to comply with the terms of said
regulation as originally passed by said
board ot education, and the reason of their
so objecting was that the alteration and
change would the batter enable such
trustees to cut down the rights of Protestants
in said school districts.
There 1s no evidence to sustain any such
charge as is put forward in this ground of
complaint, that regulation 10 of the school
manual of 1892 was when passing through
the press illegal'y changed and altered.

I may here say that when | was a mem-
ber of the Board of Education and a new
School Marual was to be prepared, exact-
ly the same course was adopted as in the
present case—a committee was appointed
to supervise the publication, with power to
make alterations and suggestions, and then
when completed such committee presented
the printed manual with the alterations and
suggestions made by them, which was then
adopted in so far as such alterations met
the approval of the Board ot Education.
This disposes of this ground of complaint,
besides I may add that the qualification

| drafted.
are special circumstances, ot which the |

‘On verge riot this morning—door private school |
barricaded—number Roman Catholics in vicinity |

to the ¢flicient carrying out of the spirit of
the regulation, because in every case it
might not be in the interest of the education
ot the children of the district to have such
a hard and last regulation as was at first
As it now stands, where there

Board of Education must be the judge,

these are to be considered in any order |

that the Board way make under the

regulacion.

Employment of Protestant Teachers,

(12) The twelfth ground of complaint
is that in the County ot Gloucester, and in
other school districts in said county, the

| said trustees of said hereinbetore last men-
| tioned districts have refused to employ

member of |

‘Sent following telegram to Blair: -=On verge riot I

|

ity when ‘Protestants arrived—our Jiberties and
rights threatened—call upon Government for pro- |
tection.

Protestant teachers on account of their

religious faith. and be¢cause such teachers | «

would not from conscientious scruples
agree fo teach the Roman Catholic cate-
chism to the pupils of said schools.

Very litrle evidence was offered in sup-
port of this ground of complaint.

I cannot find anywhere 1n the evidence,
(it may be there and may haveescaped my
notice,) that the trustees ot any district re-
teachers would not from

cause such

of said schools.

plaint to be true, how it can effect the
Board ot Education or the provisions of the
school law, I am at a loss to understand.
It was never, so far as the evidence shows,
brought under the notice of the Board of
FEducation ; and if it had been, as the trus-
tees can engage such teachers as they
think fit, complying in every respect with
the law—it may not be proper for Roman
Catholic trustees to say to a teacher:
will not employ you, because you are a
Protestant ; or for Protestant trustees to
say to a Roman Catholic teacher: We
will not employ vou, because you are a
and must not

F.ducation interfere,

| remedy in all these cases be after all left

to the discretion, good judgment and fair
dealing of those in whom the law has
placed the power of engaging teachers,

As a practical abstract question, we know
that probably every trustee in every school
district if he were a ’rotestant would desire
to have a Protestant school teacher,and if
the trustee were a Roman Catholic, he would
desire to have a Roman Catholic teacher;
but after all the law has placed the engage-
ment of teachers in the hands virtually of
the ratepayers themselves, for the rate-
payers elect the trustees, and - the trustees
select the teachers.

It does not seem to me that this ground
of complaint need further be considered.

A Quertion of Expediency.

(13 ) The thirteenth ground of com-
plaint is: That arrangements have been
entered into between the Board of Educa-
tion and the trustees of School Districts
Number 15 and 16 in said County of Glou-
cester, under which teachers have been
employed with the distinct understanding
that they will impart religious instru:tion
in the tenets of the Roman Catholic church
to the pupils in the schools of said school
districts after the regular school hours,
and betore the said pupils have departed
to their several bomes ; thereby infringing
upon and attempting to destroy the non-
sectarian character ot the schools in the
said County ot Gloucester.

This complaint, divested ot the glamor
contained in it about giving religious in-
struction in the tenets ot the Roman Cath-
olic church, which so largely permeates all
the se complaints, is a very simple one ; viz:
that Dr. Inch, for what he believed to be
satistactorv reasons, and as he understood
with the consent of all concerned, sanc-
tioned a temporary arrangement by which
certain pupils of District. No 1) might at-
tend school in District No. 16, and when
informed that one of the trustees ot Dis-
trict No. 15 bad never assented to such
arrangement withdrew his consent, and
said the airangement must termnate ; but
subsequently, thinking the educational in-
terests of District No. 15 required an ex-
tension of the arrangement, he extended it
tor one term.

It seems to me the case was one which
the Board had power to deal with, and
which came within the purview of sub-sec-
tion 8 of Section 5 ot the Common Schools
Act, Chapter 65 Consolidated Statutes.

That sub-section enacts that the Board
of Education shall have power to ‘make
‘such regulations as may be necessary to
‘carry into ¢flfect the chapter, and gener-
‘ally to provide for any exigencies that
‘may arise under its operation.’

This may be said to be an exigency
which the law contemplated the Board
should provide for, and the time limit of
the arrangement having expired, no good
can now be accomplished by turiher dis-
cussions of the question.

I may add that in what was done there
did not appear to be any attempt to infringe
upon or destroy the non-sectarian charac-
ter of the schoois in Districts No. 1) and
16 in (Gloucester County.

Teaching the Catholic Catechism.

(14) The fourteenth ground of com-
plaint is that in certain of the schools in
the County of GGloucester the Roman Cath-
olic catechism has been taught within
school hours—tbat Roman Catholic prayers
have been used within such hours in said
schools—that Protestant children have
beenin the habit ot kneeling in said schools
within said school hours and crossing them-
selves along with the Roman Catholic
pupils—that in one or more instances Prot-
estant children have been forced by their
teachers ‘in said schools to so kneel and
cross themselves—that in one instance a
Protestant pupil in one of said schools was
ordered by the teacher ot such school to
leave the same, because he would not kneel
in said school with the Roman Catholic
upils, and the said Protestant pupil did
eave the said school under and by reason
of such order.
Taking up each of these grounds of com-
plaint seriatim: That in certain of the
schools in the County of Gloucester the
Roman Catholic catechism bhas been taught
within school hours—I think the evidence

fused to employ Protestant teachers be- |

conscientious scruples, agree to teach the |
Roman Catholic catechism to the pupils |

Assuming all that is stated in this com- |

We |

Roman Catholic ; but how can the Board of |
the |

namely, the school trustees ot each district. |

3

i hour is stated in the regulations to be ‘un

l hour allowed at noon for recreation’ there-

fore it was not a school hour, and that he

| and the pupils with the consent ot their

| parents might employ it as they thought

| best.

For reasons which | have 1bove stated.

I think this noon hour formed part of the
school day.

Roman Catholic Prayers,
\nother ground of complaint under this
head is that Roman catholic prayers have
been used within such hours in said schools.
The regulation as to the reading a por-
| tion of scripture and as to the pravers in
schools is as tollows :- ;

‘Regulation 22 -—-School Manual 1802 <72 iil J
[:,./ Teachers with respect to vpening and ‘ogin
ceercises of Schools It shall be the privilege of
every teacher to open aud close the daily exercises
‘ of the school by reading a portion of the = pture
‘* (out of the commeon or Douay version, us ma
| ¢ prefer), and by offering the Lord’s Praver. An\
| ‘orther prayer may be used by permission of th
* Board of Trustees. B t no teacher shall compe
‘ any pupil to be present at these exercises against
[ * the wish ot his parent or guard an, ¢xpressed

* writing to the Board of Trustces.’

As will be seen, the regulation does not
| direct or command the teacher to open and
' close his school by reading a portion of
| scripture and by offering prayers ; it stnply
states that it shall be his privilege to do so

The evidence betore me shewed a very
' variable practice among teachers in the
| carrying out of the privilege given them by
| this regulation. Some teachers opened
| their school by reading scripture and offerx
ing praver, and then betore dismissal at
the noon recess again (ﬂ«'ring prayer, an i
i then at the opening of the afternoon session
| again offering prayer, and when the school
| closed by scripture reading and prayer,
| construing the regulation to mean that the
' torenoon session should be opened and
| closed with prayer. Other teachers said
| prayers at the opening of the forenoon and
| afternoon sessions only, and one teacher
| had prayers at the opening ot the forencon
| and afternoon and at the close of
the school

The regulation seems to be plain enough.
| and, when the teacher desires to exercise
his privilege ot reading scripture and offes
ing prayer, contemplates that such script-
ure reading and prayer should take place
only twice in any daily session of the school
namely, at the opening of the school, and
at the close ot the daily exercises, and does
not contemplate the saying ot prayers just
betore and immediately after the noon
recess or the hour allowed tor recreation.

The saying of prayers, theretore, jnst
betore and just after the noon recess would
be contrary to the regulation:

Another objection is that the prayers
which were used by the teachers were
Roman Catholic prayers.

The prayers used were what are called
and known by the names of ‘*Hail Mary
and the ‘Angelus.” The Lord’s prayer
was also used.

The saying of these prayers, where they
were used by permission of the trustees
cannot be said to be in violation of the
wording of Regulition 22, and in all cases
but one I think it was shewn by the
evidence that the teachers who used them
did so with the permission of the trustees,
and in that one case the teacher did not
directly apply to the trustees for permis-
sion, because he said he was aware of the
fact that former teachers in the same dis-
trict had used such prayers and the trus-
tees knew he was using them. It is not
for me to say that the Board of Education
did not comtemplate that the permission
granted to the trustees to use any
other prayer would be construed
by the trustees in such a manner as to per-
mit what are strictly Roman Catholic
prayers to be said by the teacher at the
opening and closing of the daily school
session. All I can say is that the doing is
not in my opinion contrary to the words
contained in the regulation.

The regulation was originally made on
the 15th of November, 1871, (Regulation
21, School Manuil 1872;) and 1s the same
as the present Regulation 22, School Man-
ual 1892.

Did Protestant Children Kneel?

Another ground of complaint under this
head is that Protestant children have been
in the habit of kneeling in said schools
within said school hours and crossing them -
selves along with the Roman Catholic
children.

[ am not aware that the kneeling by the

children in the school during the saying of
prayers by the teacher is objectionable,
and [ will not so far insult the intelligence
of the complainant or the counsel as to
suppose tbat that is the gist of this ground
of complaint ; that is, that Protestant child-
ren were in the habit ot crossing themselves
along with the Roman Catholic pupils.
It was manifest from the evidence that
the Protestant parents in these districts
knew that the children knelt in school dur-
ing prayer time, and that the Roman Cath-
olic children crossed themselves:; and it
was (uite open to them it they did not
desire thoir children to be present at the
reading of the scripture or the saying of
prayers that they could under the provis-
1ons of regulation 22 have expres-ed their
wish in writing to the board of trustees
that they did not desire their cnildren to
(Concluded on Fourth Page.)

Sessions

shows that the Roman Catholic catechism
was taught in certain of the schools in the
County of Gloucester during the hour
allowed at noon for recreation. This was
done by the teachers under the impression
and bef;ef by them that such noon hour did
not form any part of the school hours of
the day, and not from any intention to
violate the law ; and I have already stated
reasens why I think a teacher might not

appended to the original draft was in my

opinion one that was absolutely necessary ' unreasonably conclude that as tbe noon
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