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INMUSICAL CIRCLES. 

The American Grand English Opera Company is 

entertaining the opera house patrons this week and 

with a bill of fair meagre enoagh in quantity where 

the advanced notices are considered, yet of quite 

good quality. *Il Trovatere' was selected for the 

epening night and the performance as a whole was 

highly satisfactory. Miss Delaport, the prima, has 

a fine stage presence, a pleasing face and a figure 

pot unsubstantial. More to the purpose, she 

possesses a good voice which, in spite of an evi. 

dent cold, she uses to marked advantage in all her 

work, especially that portion or it which makes de- 

mand upon the higher register. She has also much 

dramatic power, as she manifested in the 

“Miserere or Prisen” scene, in Verdi's great 

ereation. Mr. Taverner is the tenor of the com- 

pany, and while his voice is not so young or 
fresh as 

it has been, gave a good interpretation of his role. 

His solo work received merited applause and the 

same with Azucena, (Miss Katherine Rosa) the 

gipsy. When “Back to our Mountains” was sung, 

it was so really well done that its repetition was in- 

sisted upon in a very pronounced manner. 

The chorus work particularly in the “Anvil 
chor- 

us” was very uneven, and the choir in the
 Miserere 

scene, was both too loud and unbalanced, as well as 

noticeably out of tune. “Faust” which drew a 

larger house than the opening night, gave Mr. 

Taverner further favorable opportunity. He sang 

“In a dwelling pure and holy,” and Oh, tender 

moon” very evenly and well. Mr. Dudley was the 

“Mephisto,” and his interpretation of the role is a 

good one,and his voice is always in tune. His make 

up and general work differs materially from tha
t of 

Lewis Morrison in the drama *Faust”’—the elec
tric 

feature not being in the opera—but he is thoroughl
y 

wable in the part. By the way, 1t would be well 

sr this gentleman to change the sword he wears in 

Mephisto,” because as the villagers protect them-
 

selves from him by holding up their cross hilted 

swords, it is somhwhat absurd to see him 
wearing a 

sword with a hilt ot like form. I would suggest also 

to the management, that although photographs of 

pretty women are nice to look at, they should actu- 

ally be members of the company they are exhibited 

to advertise. Neither Fannie Johnston nor Annie 

futherland are members of this compuny, yet their x % : : : é 

“Kate Rodney in **Our Country Cousins.’ those shown in the photographs appear among 
English Opera 

interests of the American Grand 

Company. 

Mr. Ford’s chamber concert inthe Stone chu
rch 

school room, last ‘I'uesday night, was a 
very enjoy- 

% 

DramatiGs 
almost obsolete instrument should not be 

reintroduced, for it is much maligned. 

There is a well known conductor and com- 

poser for the London stage who has a great 

command over the concertina, and can 

produce most exquisite tones from it. In 

fact, at one time in his early career, he 

played nightly a solo ata West-end theatre 

and although everybody admired the sweet 

music, no one guessed that the unseen in- 
s*‘rument was the much despised concertina. 

TALK OF THE THEATRE. 

A revival has begun in the theatrical 

business in the United States, a conse- 

| quence of an improvement in business gen- 

erally. 

According to the latest British census 

there are more actresses than actors in 

England, the former numbering 3,696 and 

the latter 3,625. 

A grand-daughter of Lord Nelson, in 

the person ot Miss Tredway, has become a 

member of a dramatic company playing in 

the English Provinces. 

Some half-dozen ladies of London, Ont., 

made their debut on he stage as dancing 

girls in the third act ot Parrhasius, recently 

produced in that town by Robert Mantell. 

The dresses in one of the scenes in the 

Drury Lane pantomime—a procession of 

all the kings and queens of England since 

the Norman conquest, with historical events 

—cost over £3,000.—Ex. 

Miss Edith Crane, who will be remem- 

bered here as leading lady of Tyrone Pow- 

er's company has joined the stock company 

| of the Lyceum taeatre (N. Y.) playing 

able affair, and successful in every way. The room | 

wae comfortably filled, with a thoroughiy appre- 

eiative audience, and the programme W
as SO well 

arranged that an even and pleasant Impressi
on was 

made from first to last. The cello solos of Herr 

Ernest Doering, of Halifax, showed not on
ly the 

skill of the artist but the wonderful capacities 
of the 

ecllo when in the hands of a master. 
His rendering 

of the cradle song, composed by himself, 
and of the 

Spanish dance were particularly success
ful in cap- 

tivating the audience. 

Halifax, did seme excellent execution 
on the violin, 

though not to the extent of taking the laurels from 

Herr Carl Walther, with whese thoroughly artistic 

achievements the people of St. John are familar. 

One reason for this, undoubtedly, was that there 

was a marked difference in the tone of the violi
n used 

by Carl Walther last week and that used by Ern
est 

Walther this week. Mr. Ford on his accompani- | 3 age 

' French, and as the principal female role 
ments to all the numbers showed admirable taste. 

and at times, as in the last trio, from Beethoven, ac- 

eomplished more than was evident to the 
listeners. 

Miss Massie has appeared to better advantage, 
but 

she i3 a pleasing singer and was very heartily ap- 

planded. Mr. Lindsay's song, Mendelssohn’s 

“On wings of song I'll bear thee,” was deser
vedly 

encored. 

The Mission church jorgan has been go
ing from 

bad to worse lately, and it is a question vhether it 

will not be better to tear it down and rebuild, 

rather than to keep on tinkering at it wi h suc
h un. 

satisfactory results. 

The Amateur Minstrels have begun the practice 

of * Pinafore,” to be given immediately before Lent
, 

The Thursday night concerts in connection with 

8t. Paul's church and the Germain street baptist 

ehureh, took place too late in the week for special 

mention in this column. 

Tones and Undertones. 

It is said that Miss Marie Tempest will 

head an opera company of her own next 

season. 

+1499" received its 200 th performance 

at Palmers (N. Y.) theatre last Monday 

night. The appropriate souvenirs distrib- 

uted on the occasion were bronze statuettes 

of Theresa Vaughn as the street singer. 

An amusing story of Schumann is told by 

a veteran critic. The composer once ac- 

companied his wite, who was even then a 

eelebrated pianist, to the palace, when she 

went to play betore the king of Holland, 

and was gratified by the monarchs compli- 

ments of her performance. The composer 

was somewhat surprised, however, when 

the king turned to him and courteously in- 

quired. ‘Are you also musical ?” 

*Ta-ra-ra Boom-de-ay,” played during 

last Sunday evening's services at the Grand 

View Avenue methodist church Dubuque, 

Ia, has caused a split in the congregaticn. 

The Rev. Mr. Wheat, the former pastor, 

arose in meeting and said the temple was 

profaned with such music. ~The pastor, 

the Rev. Mr. Wilkinson, announced that 

he was running the church and advised 

Mr. Wheat to mind his business. The 

younger members of the church side with 

the pastor. 

Sir Joseph Barnby, of the Guildhall 

school of music, recently received at the 

hands of the Duke of Saxe-Coburg-(Gotha 

the Coburg order and cross of arts and 

science. Sir Joseph may be said to have 

begun his great musical career at the early 

age of eight, as a chorister at York Min- 

ster. He was born in the latter-named 

city (in 1838) and educated principally at 

the choir school there—afterwards a 

ing at the Royal academy of music. In 

1372 he succeeded the late Charles Gounod 

as conductor ot the Royal Albert hall 
choral society. 

In modern music contralto 1s the voice 

intermediate in quality and range between 

soprano and tenor, having a usual compass 

of about two octaves upward from the F 

below middle C; it is the lowest of the 

varieties ot the female voice. In medimval 

music, in which the melody was either in a 

middle voice or passed from one voice to 

another and utilised only male singers, the 

upper voice was naturally called altus. 
As music for mixed voices developed, that 

female voice which was nearest the altus, 

and thus contrasted with it, was called con- 
tralto and alto. 

A short time ago it was hinted that a 

member of the Royal family had been dis- 
ing the musical quality of the concertina. 

Quick) oh’ there followed the statement that 
! jonable instrument of this year 

would be the concertina. Apart from its 
fallen status, there is no reason why this 

Herr Bernhard Walther, of | 

W. Riley Hateli. who played here last 

summer in Rehan's company has been en- 

gaged to create the leading male role in 

“A piece of Steel” a new American drama 
in four acts, written by J. Reinhart and 

A. P. Seilhamer. 

The London Post, in its criticism ot Mr. 

Daly’s production of * Twelfth Night” at 
bis Leicester Square Theatre, says the Sir 

Toby Belch of Mr. James Lewis was *‘ ex- 
tremely effective and played with true 

Shakespearean drollery.” 

Leonard Boyne, the English actor, who 
is making his first season in America, has 

decided upon a play which he will produce 
at a Broadway theatre next April. The 

' production will be directed by T. Henry 

| 

| 

is particularly strong Miss Julia Arthur 

has been engaged to play it. 

Mr. Henry Arthur Jones, the dramatist, 

says that when he first taught himselt how 
to write plays, it was his custom to witness 
the same piece six nights a week in order 

to learn the ‘‘technique. He keeps a stock 
ot characters, plots, scenes, incidents and 
themes, all lying ready for use, and sim- 

mering in a dramatic stock-pot.—Ex. 

The marriage of Miss May Nannery, a 
native of this city, to her manager, Mr. W. 

R. Dailey, at San Francisco, Cal., on the 
tenth inst., has been anticipated for some 

time. Miss Nannery, who is a great favor- 
ite on the Pacific Slope, had been playing 

at Sacramento, Cal , and her father’s con- 
sent to the marriage having been obtained, 
she arrived with her tuture husband on the 
morning of the tenth, was married quietly 
at St. Bernard's church in the presence of 

her relatives and a few friends at two 
o'clock, and returned to Sacramento in the 

evening ot the same day. A California 
paper says of Miss Nannery: ‘‘ The lady 

carries with her the best wishes of all who 

know her. She isa truly good woman, 
who has not only been a comfort to her 
parents, but a credit to her profession, in 
which she has won eminence by industry 

and ability.” 

Ellen Terry and the Critic. 

Miss Ellen Terry, having once received 

special courtesy from a newspaper critic, 
offered to introduce him to Mr. Irving; 

but unfortunately, when the opportunity 
of doing so presented itself, she had utter- 
ly torgotten his name. Naturally, bowever, 
she thought it would be a poor compliment 
to tell Mim so. Her ready wit did not for- 
sake her in this trying emergency, and she 
promptly said to him :— 

*‘Do you know that I've made a wager 
with Mr. Irving, and you can decide it ? He 
says you spell your name one way, and I 
say another. Write it for me.” 

All unaware of the trick that was being 
gloved on him, the gentleman wrote down 
is name and handed it to the actress. 

She glanced at it hastily, laughed, and said 
gaily ;— 

“I've won the bet!" 
It was such a realistic bit of acting that 

the newspaper man, although it was his 
business to criticise plays and players, 
never detected it. 

They Paid for the Voice. 

A young gentleman who rather fancied 
his tenor singing, attended service at 
church in the North, and in the responses 
ag rather too free vent to his feelings. 
ut in the midst of one ejaculation he was 

suddenly brought to a standstill by the 
ho: ok who, tapping him on the shoulder, 
said in a whisper loud enough to be heard 
all over the church: ‘‘Here, young fella. 
pes thi noise; we pay men to dew that 
ere ! 

How the Piano Was Lowered.] 

Catalani, a gifted songstress and a love- 
ly woman, was the idol of society and the 
tavourite of fortune. She had neither 
knowledge nor culture, and her ignorance 
made her stumble into ludicrous mistakes. 

Catalani’s husband a handsome French- 
man, was even more unintellectual than his 
wife —he was stupid. Once, having found 

the pitch of the piano too high. she said, 

after a rehearsal, to her busband— 
“The piano is too high; will you see 

that it is made lower betore the concert?’ 

When the evening came, Catalani was 

annoyed to find that the piano bad not 

been altered. Her husband sent for the 

carpenter, who declared that he had sawed 

off two inches from each leg, as he had 
been ordered to du. 

“Surely it can’t be too high now, my 

dear!” said the stupid husband, soothingly. 

THE QUEENS MESSENGERS. 

What Their Duties Are and How They 
Are Carried Out. 

Ordinary communication is maintained 

from day to day between the court of the 

Queen and the government offices in W hite- 

hall by means of a service of special mes- 

sengers, of whom there are four, each in 

receipt of a salary of £300 a year. 
The Queen's messengers wear no livery, 

and when travelling are indistinguishable 

from ordinary silk-hatted, black-bagged 

“commercials.” 

When the Queen in residence at 

Windsor, every day there are two journeys 

to be made to and fro, and two of the mes- 

sengers, therefore, sleep at Buckingham 

Palace, while two s'eep at Windsor Castle. 

In the eariy morning, a messenger, taking 

with him the Bvekingham Palace despatches, 

it any, enters his cab, drives rapidly to 

Whitehall, Marlborough House, York 

House, and so forth, collecting, (unless he 

has done so overnight) answers to letters 

left the day before. When his many com- 

missions have been exeented, he drives to 

the railway station, where he deposits his 

luggage in the guard's van, the responsi- 

bility for the Queen's despatches being 

thus transferred for the time being to a ser- 

vant of the railway company. The mes- 

senger himself takes his seat, usually in a 
second-class compartment, like any other 

traveller, and on reaching Windsor, super- 
intends the transfer of his bags and boxes 

to a cab, which conveys him to the Quad- 

rangle, where, at a private door by the 
side of the Queen's entrance, he descends, 

and proceeds upstairs to render an account 

of his errands to the Private Secretary. 

Ordinary messages are deposited in long 

boxes, somewhat after the fashion of glove 

boxes, and every packet is either locked 
or sealed, A slip Fabel, protruding from 

the lid, intimates its source and destination. 

The boxes, when of this size, are placed 

together into a strong, brown canvas bag, 
of the material used in the general postal 
service. But sometimes the bag will be 
of larger dimensions, and will weigh at 

least a hundredweight and a half, while on 
occasion her Majesty will require a new 
dress, or an article of apparel especially 
pertaining to a Court pageant, to be brought 

down from town. There may also be 
books to exchange or purchase at the 
libraries for the Princess Beatrice and 
others. Thus, while on some occasions 
the messenger has under his charge only a 

. 
Is 

tiny bagful on others the whole interior of 
the cab, and also the roof of it, will be 
crowded with baggage of all shapes and 
sizes. 
An orderly is in attendance on the ar- 

rival of the messenger to convey to the 
cavalry barracks any communication that 
may have arrived from the Horse Guards. 
During the residence of the Court, in fact, 
two orderlies keep their mounts in constant 
readiness in a stable just outside the Castle 
gates, nominally to be prepared at a mo- 
ment’s notice to summon the Household 
Cavalry to the Queen's assistance. 

Letters may also have arrived for C'um- 
berland Lodge, in which case they are 

always transmitted by special messenger, 
and their contents may even be telegraphed 
or telephoned over the private wires exist- 
ing between the Castle and the lodge. 
The first messenger reaches the Castle at 

noon. The other, who does not begin the 
task of collecting in town until after lun- 
cheon, arrives at the Castle at half-past 

five, and takes with him the results of the 
day's work in the Government offices. 
The return despatches leave the Castle at 
half-past four, and again at half-past eight, 
and her Majesty is frequently engaged in 
indicting despatches, in reply to the after- 
noon arrivals, as late as eight o'clock in the 
evening, when she retires in order to pre- 
pare for dinner. Thus, a document from 
the India Office or the Treasury, submitted 
for signature on Tuesday, may be dealt 
with the same evening, and be back in 
Whitehall on Wednesday morning on the 
arrival of the departmental chiet. 
The same number of journeys is made on 

Sundays, but the time varies to suit the 
ordinary train service. The messengers 

arrive from town at eleven and three, and 
ieave about ten minutes after the hours at 
which they leave on the other days of the 
week. 3 

It goes without saying that, besides the 
State despatches conveyed by this meant, 
there is a vast correspondence that reaches 

the court through the ordinary postal sys- 
tem. In recent years the volume of the 
Queen's mail has vastly increased. 

It was at one time the practice when the 
court was in the Highlands, for two of the 

messengers to reside continuously in the 
north and two in town. They travelled 
over one of the railway systems until they 

reached a half-way station, where they ex- 
changed mails and returned to their starting 
point. By this means each messenger was 
able to keep in touch with his own work. 
When the Queen leaves the country for 

a sojourn in the south of Europe, there is 
only one mail each way per day. The 
messenger travels to the coast, and places 

the precious archives in the charge of the 
commander of a royal yacht, by which 
they are conveyed across channel to a port 
where the royal homeward mail from Flor- 
ence or Grasse is picked up. 
W hile the mails a e supposed to arrive 

and depart at fixed periods, there are oc- 
casions of exceptional political activity 
when the messenger is met at the railway 
station by an official of the court, who him- 
self takes charge of the despatches just ar- 
riving from town, in order to enable the 
messenger to Jump into an outgoing train 

and rush back to town again, merely to de- 
liver a single letter in Downing street or 
Whitehall. 

1 he correspondence thus dealt with is 
under the charge of the private secretary 

and his assistants, who themselves keep 
such copies and precis of them as are cus- 
tomary, and make up and seal the several 
packets. They are conveyed direct into 
the custody of the messenger by the secre- 
tary on duty, and the responsibility of 
them is thereby strictly defined. : 

When the Court is in the Highlands, in 
the Is'e of Wight, or on the Continent, 

despatches are occasionally placed in the 
hands of a Gentleman Usher of the Privy 

Chamber. There are four or five such 

functionaries, each of whom receives £200 
a year, but his services are very slight. 
For instance, immediately after the Ap- 

propriation Bill early in 1803, the fact was 
communicated to her Majesty, who was 
then in Florence, by Captain Conway Sey- 

mour, who, byv-the-by, is seventy vears of 

The documents relating to each of the 
great departments of State are kept in 

separate despatch boxes in the Queen’s 

official room. As the papers are dealt 
with and signed they are placed in a eilver 
salver, whence they are taken by the secre- 

tary on duty and arranged in boxes ready 
for the messenger’s arrival. At Balmoral, 
the correspondence is always done in a 
sitting-room inside the castle, and during 
the winter the same rule applies to Wind- 

But on summer mornings, both at 
Windsor and Osborne, the Queen does her 
work in a summer house in the grounds. 
When at Windsor a couple of mounted 

grooms are kept busy riding between the 
summer house and the castle with the de- 
spatches as they are completed. When on 

the Continent, the correspondence is fre- 
quently done in a tent, erected In a 
secluded part of the grounds of the house 
in the tesaporary occapation of the Queen, 
there being on such occasions a special 
detective service to protect her Majesty 

against unauthorized intrusion. 

Sor. 

How They Marry in Germany’ 

(yerman weddings are conducted on an 

entirely different plan from English ones. 
First ot all, the engagement is publicly an- 
nounced. Then the lovers devote a day to 
driving aboat among their acquaintances. 
Cards are sent to all the out-of-town triends 
ot the tamilies. Both the man and the 
woman wear rings on their lett hand, and 
after marriage on the right. The bride 
provides all the linen, glass, and furniture, 
except the annointments of her husband's 
office or study. 
The wedaing ceremony is a double affair, 

the civil contract taking place in the regis- 
try office early in the morning. and the 
rc ligious one several hours later in church. 
At the early ceremony the bride wears 

black. but at the later one rhe is adorned 
with all customary bridal finery. 
There are rarely any bridesmaids. The 

bride and bridegroom enter the church to- 
gether, and the guests all wear full evening 
dress. A wedding breakfast tollows the 
ceremony, tut wedding cake is an unknown 
delicacy. 
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Served Exclusively i” the 

21,477,212 People admitted to 

the World’s Fair Grounds. 

cst Spoons go 

CS EALPRY fee 

Universaily accepted as the 

Leading Fine Coffee of t~ YYorld. 

CHASE & SANBORN, 
BOSTON, MONTREAL, CHICACO. 

W. ALEX. PORTER, 
Choice Confectionery, Bon Bons, Chocolate Cream Drops, Barley Toys, New 

Figs, Dates, Malaga Grapes, Florida Oranges, Nuts, all kinds. Fruit Syrups, 

Jellies and Jams, with a full line of staple and fancy groceries. 

Cor. Union and Waterloo and 72 Mill Street. 

J Hamilton& Sons 
5 caNER 

HALIFAX 
PICTOU, N.S. 

JOSEPH I. NOBLE, Jr, 
MANUFACTURER OF 

FINE CUSTOM SHOES, 

78 GERMAIN STREET, 
SAINT JOHN, N- B. 
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% INSTRUCTION. | Price Listof Pelee Island Wine Co's Wings. 
be a i Dry Catawba pod rv wrx 

ST. JOHN Sweet Catawba, ili. 8 
gr (Reg’d) ? bie of 40 SA iv rv 

CONSERVATORY (113 MUSIC Claret, v J Aa { Cases’ 1 of hig © 
Cases of 2 doz. x nts 6.58 

Old Wines—Extra Old Port, Vintage 1885, Cases 3 
doz Qts., $6.50; 2 doz. Pints, $7.50. ‘ 

Concord—5 (vals, $1 25; 10 Gals. $1.10; Bbls, $1.00; 
Cases, 12 Qts., $4.50, 

Untermentea Grape Juice— Cases, 12 Qts., $9.00. 

Use only Pelee Wines for LaGrippe. 
March 15th, 1848, 

E. 6. SCOVIL, 
Agent Pelee Island Grape Juice, St. John, N. B. 

DEAR SIR,—My family have received great bes- 
efits from the use of the PELEE ISLAND G RAPE JUICER 
during the past four years. It is the best tonic and, 
sedative for debility, nervousness and weak lunge 
we haveever tried. It is much cheaper and pleas. 
anter than medicines. 1 would not be without it in 
the house. Yours, 14 

JAMES H. DAY, Day's Landing, Kings Co 

E. C. Scovil, Wine: Morchat, 

62 Uuion Street, St.John. 

Telephone 523. Sole Agent for Maritime Provinees. 

*J. S. Hamilton & Co’s Communion Winey, 
guaranteed pure juice of the Grape. Registered IX 

Wa. : 

AND ELOCUTION. 
158 Prince William St. 

Boarding and Day School. A thorough course 
given in Piano, Harmony, ete., Violin, Singing, Elo- 
cution, English, French and German, Orchestra) 
Masie. M.S WHITMAN, Director. 

MRS. R. P. PORTEOUS 
(Frances Franklin) of London. 

Winner of Madame Sainton 
Dolby's Vocal Scholarship 
for Great Britain, 

Mrs. Porteous is prepared to receive pupils for 
lessons in the art of singing and advanced pupils for 
the pianoforte. Oratorio and ballad singing. 

Cemmunications to 

PETERSEN'S MUSIC STORE, King Srreet, or 

HOTEL STANLEY, King Square. 

~ WANTED. 
A SMALL BOY to sell Progress in Milltown. 

The best place to buy 
Candy is at. the 20th Cen- 
tury Kandy Kitchen 12 
Charlotte Street. 

Good chance for bt boy. A v 
tion dept. . PRB RE 


