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WOMAN 2nd HER WORK 
The following letter which I received last 

week seems to me to contain so much good 
common sense, as well as so much honest 
solicitude for the happiness of those little 
ones who were always so near our blessed 
Saviour's heart, that it has made a very 

deep impression upon me. I confess that 

I have never visited the institution men- 
tioned and as it may not be in my power 
to do so for some months to come. I have 

decided to let my correspondent speak for 
herself, as she seems not only to be very 
much in earnest but also to know whereof 
she speaks. If her letter had been written 

in a spirit of fault finding, or useless criti- 

cism, it would most assuredly have found a 

nameless grave in the waste basket because 

there is nothing in the world easier than 

purposeless fault finding with an existing 

state of things especially when the fault 

finder has no practical suggestion to make 

for the improvement of the matter criti- 

cized, but Mignonette is not only actuated 

by honest anxiety for the welfare of tke 

little children, but makes a very feasible 

suggestion for brightening their lives. 

Now. I have rot the least doubt that 

everything possible is done for the comfort 

of these poor little waifs and that they 

really do receive, as far as possible, a 

sother’s care, but the fact remains that a 

basement room with brick walls and an 

asphalt floor is not the sort of place any 

mother in the land, however poor she 

might be, would wish her child to spend 

the greater portion of its existence in, and 

the mere fact that the windows are above 

the range of a child's vision almost consti. 

tutes a cruelty. The child who is de- 

prived of the pleasures of looking out of a 

window is cut off from one of the dearest 

joys of childhood, and I cannot believe the 

little creatures can be healthy or happy, if 

they spend much ot their time in a base- 

ment. My correspondent touches the right 

chord when she says children are like 

flowers, and need sunshine and bright- 

ness! in order to thrive, while one dilapi- 

dated rag doll of its very own, to be loved 

and cuddled, dressed and undressed and 

slept with at night, is a thousand times 
better than the best collection of toys that 
was ever placed behind glass doors to keep 

it free from dust. 
I do not fora moment mean to suggest 

that the matron and her assistants 

should not have pleasant rooms. but I do 
think that even if some little sacrifice has 

to be made, some economy of room for 

storagé. or. domestic uses, the children 
should have a cheerful playroom, and while 
I agree with Mignonette as to the advis- 

ability of turning the untwrnished upper 

flat into a playroom. I am well aware that 
orphan asylums are usually far from being 
wealthy institutions and 1t might be quite 

out of the power of those in authority, to 
make the required alterations, so it would 
be better to concentrate their efforts upon 
some other plan, and try to effect the neces- 
sary change by condensation, instead of 

expansion. But by all means let the poor 

little children have as much brightness in 
their lives as possible, even to bright col- 
ored pinafores which do not cost any more 
than mud colored ones! 

DEAR ASTRA :—Are you interested in the DP. 

«Orphan asylum? Have you ever been through the 

institution? If so I would like very much to know 

what you think of it, and if you agree with me 

in what I write. I Eave only Leen an occasional 

visitor, having very little time at my disposal, but 

in a few visits, while seeing much that is com- 

mendable, yet [ have seen much that might be 

improved. 

A noticeable defect is the want of a suitable play- 

room. When asked if I would like to see the play- 

room, I at once said ** Yes,” I love little children 

dearly and like to see them with their toys and 

books, and the word ** play-room’ called to mind a 

cheerful room,—full of toys and bright with pictures 

—-where many happy days of my childhood were 

spent. 

The pleasant young woman in attendance then 

conducted us down stairs into a basement room 

lighted by windows far above the tallest child's 

head! Cold brick walls papered, by way of decora- 

ition with prints from old illustrated papers. There 

was some kind of a brick arrangement through the 

centre of the room—perhaps a chimney, perhaps a 

furnace, I did not notice it particularly, only it was 

there! One long, dingy bench, and shade of the 

lovers of happy childhood! an asphalt floor! And 

here the little children with their mud-colored 

aprons were supposed to be playing! Not a gleam 

of brightness was there and children do so lovg 

pretty things. Although the friend who accom- 

panied me, and myself were in dark clothing, some 

dittle glittering about our dress, a button or a brace- 

let attracted the little ones’ attention, and they 

crowded about us, to 100k at, and timidly touch the 

‘right spot! 

We tried to say some word of praise about the 

room, but the words died away on our lips, and I 

am afraid there were tears in our eyes as we turned 

away and went up stairs to the pleasant reception 

room, with the impression that although the build. 

mg was supposed to be a home for orphans it was 

in reality a home for the Matron and her two as- 

 .gistants, while the orphans were in the back- 

ground, and we felt like echoing the words of the 

aged minister: Those poor orphans! Those poor 

orphans !! Those poor orphans!!! 

It has been said that the matron and her assistants 

have the best and pleasantest rooms. This I do 

not know, and my object is not to find fault with 

the matron or her helpers. But to improve the 

condition of the children. ‘‘But,” some may say 

“They bave plenty of toys. True, they have; stored 

away in an inner room in book-cases and on tables. 

Into that outer room, I think no child ever enters, 

and the toys and books are allowed out ““sometimes.’ 

Now having pointed out the grievance, I suggest 

a remedy. After conducting ws through the in- 

stitution the attendant pointed to a flight of stairs 

saying, “That flat has pever been furnished.” What 

a capital plan it would be for the directors to at 

once set aside a large playroom, and in that collect 

all the toys, with low tables for the picture books 

and games, and bookcases easily reached for the 

books. These things have all been contributed by 

generous friends, notI am sure to be shut up in 

bookcases. I know there is more enjoyment in one 

little toy that one can really play with, than in a 

dozen, only to look at. Vividly to my mind comes 

the memory of a grand doll that because it was so 

grand, I kept for a long time, almost afraid to touch 

lit. At length it got a litt'e shabby, and then how I 

loved it. 

I know some people who are keeping toys to give 

to the asylum, and they will keep them until a 

suitable place is set apart for their enjoyment. 

It would not, of course do, to allow the children 

to be in this room without oversight, but one of the 

ladies connected with the establishment could surely 

be in the room all the time, to prevent unnecessary 

injury to the toys, assisted perhaps, by some of the 

older girls, who could have their sewing or knitting 

and at the same time watch the children. The sew- 

ing machine could stand in that room, and the pres. 

ence of the operator on that, would be a check on 

any rudeness or careless treatment of the contents of 

the room. 

There is another point to be considered. Although 

the children are well cared for and have almost a 

mother’s care from the venerable matron, yet a close 

observer of their li‘tle faces will detect a dull, lifeless 

look. I coud not account for this until I read 

somewhere that poor children who were raised in 

basements were not nearly as bright and intelligent 

as those living in more elevated homes Lowever 

humble. As a flower ina cellar grows pale and 

delicate, but removed to a sunny room in a short 

time puts out strong green leaves and beautiful buds. 

Children are human flowers and need all the bright. 

ness and sunshine they can get. Our asylum stands 

on a beautiful spot and, if I mistake not, from the 

flat I speak of there is a fine view of part of the 

harbor. Every child loves to look out of the window 

and I am sure more brightness would come into the 

little lives if my suggestion were carried out. 

1 will say nothing of the pinafores, only this, chil. 

dren have a keen sense of beauty, and when cottons 

are so cheap and pretty, surely our little wails 

should have a share of the prettiness. 

Soon they must leave the asylum’s sheltering 

walls— soon life's burden will fall upon them; till 

then give them what childhood craves—brightness, 

happiness and love, and the God of the fatherless 

will bless our orphanage. MIGNONETTE. 

Now is the time when the far sighted 

maid or matron buys her furs, and after 
getting a good wear out of them for the 

rest of the winter she has them ‘‘to the 
good” for next year, and almost as fresh 
and new as if you had waited yntil next 
autumn and paid one third more for the 

very same garment, all furriers dislike car- 

rying goods over from one season to an- 

other, and sooner than do so, and run the 

risk of moth and rust and the numerous 

other drawbacks to the care of furs in 

summer,the trouble of packing, and the 
risk of fashions changing they would prefer 
to sell their goods at little more than cost 
price after the month of January. It really 

pays t6 invest in furs now because fur gar- 
ments are usually made just a little in ad- 
vance of the fashion to prevent them from 

getting out of style too soon, so one may 
safely purchase either a jacket, cape, or 

cloak of this winter's‘éut, and feel reason- 
ably sure ot bei g in the fashion for next 
year. ; 

This rule applies almost as well to the 
later importations of cloth jackets and 

mantles, because though the more extreme 
styles, such as the Russian coats, and the 

triple capes, will probably not last another 
season, the heavy tailor made coat of either 
rough cheviot, or heavy hopsacking, cut 
three quarter length and with flaring Ing- 

lish collar, and no capes will most likely 
bold its own as.it is newer than the others 
and also iess marked instyle. 
The same may be said of dress goods ; 

certain lines such as cheviots, broad cloths, 

and serges are never out of style provided 
plain selt colors are chosen, and the 

woman who intends having a dark cloth 
costume next winter, and possesses a moth 
proof closet, cannot do better than invest 

in one now, as she will get it for almost 
half price, and can therefore afford to in- 

| dulge in some piece of finery such asa 

new evening dress, or some long coveted 
extravagance, not hitherto within her 
means. It is by the exercise ot such fore- 

thought that many woman of moderate 
means are enabled to dress as well as their 
more affluent sisters, on little more than 
half the money. 
Speaking of economical dressing reminds 

me that the time has once wore arrived 
when the girl who is economical either 
from necessity or choice, and who possesses 

a little taste withal, can turn two partly 
worn, or out-of-style dresses, into one new 

and stylish one, with satisfaction to herself 
and profit to her parents and natural guard- 
ians. A lovely model which is as pretty 

as it is odd, consists of brown velvet for 
half the depth of the skirt. met by a deep 
flounce ot brown moire in the same shade, 
and the joining hidden by a band ot golden 

beaver fur: the upper part of the bodice, 
was of the velvet, and the lower part of 
the moire in soft surplice like folds, the 

velvet part was embroidered elaborately 

in jet and steel, and was made with a deep 
cape, or epaulette falling over the sleeves 
which were made with a puff of the moire 
to the elbow, and long close cuffs of the 

velvet. 
By the way moire antique is the fashion- 

able material for trimming this winter, and 
anyone who happens to have a moire an- 

tique gown lying by, is in luck. 
Many bodices have the skirt fastening 

over them, which is not very pretty I think, 
as it gives the figure a cut off look. Others 
have the bodice cut off just a shade below 
the waist line, and a rippled skirt added. 

For evening dresses, accordion plated 
fabrics are in great demand, black spotted 
nets thus treated are charming and noth- 
ing can be prettier than a black net, 
spotted with either cream, gold or scarlet 
accordion plaited and made up over a 

black satin skirt. Colored satin is fre- 
quently used also, and a favorite model for 
such a dress is a plain skirt of black plait- 
ed net, with white« spots draped over a 
pink satin skirt, which was trimmed at the 
toot with a flounce of the net, put on in 
Vandykes. The bodice was ot the satin 
with a full baby waist of the net and a frill 
of the same at the neck. For a very 
young girl a gown of white net, is shown, 
with double skirt, the upper one reaching 
to the knees. a plain baby waist and a 
sash of white watered ribbon, tied in a 
large bow behind. The sleeves were cut 
up to the shoulder in a deep scallop, and 

on each shoulder was a standing bow. 
The. foundation of the dress was white 
China silk. Silk gauzes, silk muslin 

crepe lisse, and all silk tissues are much 
worn, but, as I have said before, they are 

expensive and do not wear well. 
A very pretty way of making an evening 

dress for a tall graceful girl is the combin- 
ation of watteau, and empire styles which 

has the watteau back, and the empire drap- 
ery of lace or net extending from the low 
neck, to the foot of the skirt in straight 
folds. Of course such a drapery would be 

out of the question for a short or a stout 

woman. 

There is a new evening material called 
changeable white silk which looks quite 
white when seen in certain lights but when 
draped or folded shows the faintest and 
loveliest tints of purple, green or pink. 

Imagine a dress of this lovely material 
made up with a toot trimming of violets 

sewed on without the foliage, the skirt fur- 
ther trimmed with bunches of violets trail- 
ing down each side of the front breath : the 

bodice slightly draped with silk muslin in 
palest shade of green, large puffed sleeves 

and low neck finished with a border ot 

the violets! Lovely, is it not? T 

Lent will svon be here, however, and 

the good people will have to turn their 

attention from evening gowns to spring 
fabricg, for it seems to be a time honored 
custom, to spend the penitential season in 

planning out ones summer wardrobe, and 
preparing generally for the spring cam- 

. 
LE 
Pegg ite 

Early as it is, and absurd as it seems to 
be thinking about spring garments with 
the thermometer at zero, and the ground 
covered with snow, the shelves of the 

principal dry goods shops are already 

laden with spring and summer goods, some |: 
of which are very new both in design and 

coloring, while others are so very old- 
fashioned, that they will seem new to the 

present generation. Amongst these are 
the genuine *‘sprigged” muslins, lawns 
and chambrays dear to the hearts of our 
grandmothers and some of these are shown 
in the old fashioned colors which make 

them seem like the product of the looms 
of 1830. Fancy a lawn with a white 
ground over which struggles a pattern of 
parsley leaves in real parsley green. 

Another equally old-fashioned but 

prettier pattern has a pure white ground 

thickly strewn with lovely blue torget-me- 
nots, and their small pale green leaves. 

P rinted dimities and printed jaconet mus- 
lins are also shown, and barred organdies, 

the bars being of a sateen texture on’ a 
very thin back ground, with perhaps a 

sprig of some small flower. These goods 
are all so old fashioned as to be almost 
forgotten, and therefore come out now as 
the greatest novelties, and they are exact 
copies of the old time fashions,having been 
reproduced from the old patterns. 

These fabrics are to be made np with 
double or triple skirts edged with lace,and 
not too fullygathered, while the bodices 
will be in either yoke or spencer style. 

A Str. Jou~N GirrL.—I am very sorry 

that I shall not be able to help you, but 
don’t you see how utterly unlikely it is that 
a busy newspaper woman, whose days are 
spent in the office, should know much about 
the houses which are to let in the city? 
Such things are very much out of my line, 
and if 1 wanted a house or a flat for myself 

INFLUENZA, 
Or La Grippe, though occasionally epi- 
demie, is always more or less prevalent. 
The hest remedy for this complaint 
is Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral. 

*“ Last Spring, I was taken down with 
La Grippe. At times I was completely pros- 
trated, and so difficult was my breathing 
that my breast seemed as if confined in an 
iron cage. I procured a bottle of Ayer’s 
Cherry Pectoral, and no sooner had I began 

taking it than relief followed. I cowid not be- 
lieve that the effect would be so rapid and the 
cure so complete. It is truly a wonderful med- 

icine.”—W. H. WILLIAMS, Crook City, S. D. 

AYER’S 
Cherry Pectoral 
Prompttoact,suretocure 
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OING TO THE BALLS 

Prices: from 

(ONORONRORORORONRONONONONRONONONONONONONO), 

Visit our Stores and be 

PERFECTLY SUITED WITH SLIPPERS. 
L1.00 to £5.00. 

WATERBURY « RISING. 
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FOR Ladies’ Tailoring 
and Dressmaking 

purposes. 

0, , Silk and Twist stands 

unequalled. It givesa 
finish to a garment not 
to be attained by any 
other means, Ladies 
prefer it, dressmakers 
recommend it, 

to-morrow, I should not know where to look 

for one, hut would either advertise, or study 
the advertising columns ot the daily papers. 
1 really think this would be your best plan. 

I would willingly help you if I could. 
Molly—I think—St. John—It is quite 

proper for her to appear at church the 
next week, but not to be seen on the street 

“more than she can help for the first month 

or ‘six weeks. She is not supposed to 
make any ‘formal calls at all for at least 
three months, but of course the first she 

makes should be upon those who have 
shown sympathy for her in her sorrow. In 
in England she would not make any calls 

except upon her most intimate friends or 

her own relatives for six months. In 
deep mourning black cards are customary, 
but mot strictly necessary except for 
a widow. It is only proper and in good 
taste to show your appeciation of the kind- 

ness shown to you by writing to thank your 
friends separately for the tributes sent, and 

for the expressions of sympathy which, of 
course, accompanied them. It is proper 

either for the husband, or eldest daughter 
to do this. I cannot see how you can 

denominate your questions as silly, I think 
they werg very sensible and practical in- 

deed, and I shall be hapoy to help you at 
any time asifar as it lies in my power. 

ad ASTRA. 

THE SAME MAN, 
Well Dressed, 

fills a much higher place in the estimation of even 
his friends, than when thoughtlessly and indifter- 
ently clothed. 

Newest Designs, 

Latest Patterns. 

A. R. CAMPBELL, Merchant Tailor, 
64 Germain Street. 

(1st door south of Kings.) 

A Cood Move 

and a Fine Store 

Tailors, 

ville Building to 68 PRINCE 
WM. STREET, store lately 
occupied by Estey & Co. 

Telephone No. 748. 

HACKNOMORE 
CURES 

QUICKLY, 
SAFELY, 

PLEASANTLY. 

All Druggists sell it. Prepared by 

G. A. MOORE, St Jn, N. B. 

J.D.TURNER, 
Wholrsale and Retail Dealer. 

OYSTERS, CLAMS, PEANUTS, 
Pigs’ Feet and Lambs’ Tongues, Fresh and Salt 

Fish of all kinds at 

19& 23 King Square. 

JAMES S. MAY & SON. 
Have removed from the Dom- | 

COUGHS AND GOLDS 

Full weight in every package. 

ABsoLuréty-PU 
MiniuFacTuRECH 

of Tea 

Use Ram Lal’s. 
AT ALL GROCERS 

TION AND WITHOUT SPEECH FOR 
THREE YEARS.” 

be doing wrong not to make it known to the public. 
He was confined to his bed three years without 
speech or action, He camwnow work, ha: a good 
appetite and reason returned. Age thirty vears. 

JOHN CARLAND. 
P. S.—Mr. Carland is one of the oldest settlers, is 

ad.P.and no one b tter known in the district. 

Stomach and liver pads 
from $1 to #3 absorption 
baths, 30 cents, Electrical | 
beits, Digesters, insoles, 

| ete, Liquid food, Sup- 
| positories, no case of dis- 
ease but wnat will exper. [= 
jence the benefitin a few 

| hours and make a lasting | 
| cure in a very short 
| time especially in the se- [= 
| verest forms of par. 
| alysis and nervous debil- 
| ity. 
i 
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Address No. 8 and 9 

Pugsley B'ldg. 

St. John, N. B. 

Is your HOUSE, your FURNI- 
TURE, your STOCK Insured ? 

| IF NOT, WHY NOT? 
when such a good and reliable Company as the 

Western Asuurance Co, 
will gladly give you security from FIRE 

| ab current rates. 

R. W, W. FRINK, 
Prince Win. Street, 

(ieneral Agent for N. B. 

The Sam Sun, 
| The first of American Newspapers 

CHARLES A. DANA, Editor, 
| 

The American Constitution, the Amer- 

ican ldea, the American Spirit. These first, | 
| last, and all the time, forever! 

The Sunday Sun 
is the greatest Sunday News- 

| paper in the world 

” 

| Price 5c.a copy; by mail $2a year, 

| Daily, by mail - - $6 a year, 

Daily and Sunday, by 

mail, = = = = = $8a yoir. 

The Weekly, - - - §la year, 

Address THE SUN New York. 

CWITHOUT REASON, WITHOUT AC- 

DR. J. GorpovY BENNETT. Halifax.—After the re- 
marka le cure in your treatment of ny son, I would | 

| 
| 
| | wick and Nova Scotia. 

| 
| 

' Canadian Express Co. 
General Express Forwarders, Shipping 

Agents and Custom House Brokers. 

Forward M:rchandise, Money and Packages of 
every description; collect Notes, Drafts, Accounts 
and Bills, with goods (C. O. D.) throughout the 
Dominion of Canada, the United States and Europe. 
Special Messengers daily, Sunday excepted, over 

the Grand Trunk, Quebec and lake St. John, Que- 
bec Central, Canada Atlantic, Montreal and Sorel, 
Napanee, Tamworth and Quebec, Central Ontario 
and Consolidated Midland Railways, Intercolonial 
Railway, Nothern and Western Railway, Cumber- 
land Railway, Chatham Branch Railway, Steamship 
Lines to Digby and Anappolis and Charlottetown 
and Summerside, P. E. I., with nearly €00 agencies 
Connections made with responsible Express Com- 
anies covering the Eastern, Middle, Southern and 
Vestern States, Manitoba, the Northwest Territor- 

ies and British Columbia. 
~ Express weekly to aud from Europe via Canadian 

Line of Mail Steamers. 
Agency in Liverpool in connection with the for- 

warding system of Great Britain and the continent. 
Shipping Agents in Liverpool, Montreal, Quebec 

and Portland, Maine. 
Goods in bond promptly attended to and forwarded 

with despatch. 
Invoices required for goods from Canada, United 

States or Europe, and vice versa. 
J. R. STONE, Agent, 

H.C, CREIGHTON, Ass. Supt, 

DOMINION EXPRESS 
COMPANY, 

(Via C. P. R. Short Line) 
Forward Goods, Valuables and Money to all parts 
of Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba, Northwest Territor- 
ies, British Columbia, China and Japan. Best con- 
nections with England, Ireland, Scotland and all 
parts of the world. 

Offices in all the Principal towns in New Bruns 

Operating Canadian Pacific R’y and branches, In- 
tercolonial R'y to Halifax, Joggins R'y, New Bruns- 
wick and P. E. LI. R'y, Digby and Annapolis, con- 
necting with points on the indsor and Annapolis 
Railway, Elgin & Havelock R'y. 

Handling of Perishable Goods a Specialty. 

Connect with all reliable Express Companies in 
the United States. Eight hours ahead eof all com- 
peting Expresses from Montreal and points in 
Ontario and Quebec, 

Lowest Rates, Quick Despatch and Civility. 

E N. ABBOTT, Agent, 
96 Prince Wm, Street, S John, N. B. 

SPECTACLES, 
EYE GLASSES, 
OPERA GLASSES, 

* oo — 

CLOCKS ANDIBRONZES. 
SILVERZLGOODS, 

JEWELLRY, 
AN, & rey mee 

WATCHES AND DIAMONDS, 
AT 43 KING ST, 
FERGUSON & PAGE, 


